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Hon. Charles Boyle* to Mr. Atterburt. 

SIR,. Nov.i^, [1691:3 

TH E Dean came io C. C. on Friday : 
he told me he fupped with you iu 
Park-place o'n Monday- n ight ; but has not 

yet 

* Second fori of Roger the fccond Earl of Or- 
rery, and brother to Lionel the third Earl, vvhoin 
he fucceeded in that title in 1703." Mr. Atter- 
bury was one of his tutors at Chrift-chui'ch. Ox- 
ford (fee yqU'I. p. 9.)^ where he was adniitcedas 
a nobleman in i6'no, axid in 169^ diilingifiilicd 

Vol. 11. " B * ' himlelf 



2 LETTERS TO AND 

yet mentioned any thing to me of a tutor ; 
if he does, he will find me too refolute to be 
moved from my point *. Mr. Altbam + was 
yefterday inftalled in our Chapel. I have juft 
made an end of Locke | : I was all along ex- 
tremely pleafed with him. 1 think there is a 
great deal of very good fenfe in liim ; and I 
believe a great part of it is his own : bcfidcs, 
his language is found, proper, and pure; and 
his kiftances fo familiar, that any one may un- 
derftand him. If he fays the thing over and 
over, I think we are obliged to him ; for he 
has nothing but what will bear reading twice 
at leaft. 1 am deep in Tully*s Divinity || ; it 

himfelf in tlie celebrated controverfy With Dr. 
Bentlcy, occaft>ned by the EpiiUes of Phakris* 
He died Aug. 28, 1731* The prefent Earl of 
Corke and Orrery is his grandfcxii. 

* ** The Dqan'' was Dr. AldrFicti. 

-f There were two Roger Althams of Chrift- 
chuTt;jb at the^me period ; they were both a Ifo- 
cancers of the fixth ftall in Chrift-^hurch ; one in- 
ilituied Nov. 6^ 1691 finftalled Nov. 24, acecurd--^ 
ing taWoodJ; the other March i^, 1702. Sec 
Le Neve, p. 527^ where it appears that the ca- 
nonry of the fomwr was vacated April 30, 1697^ 
pr^- incapacitatem. The fetter was^ Hebrew Profeffor. 
in 1703* 

;♦; " On the Human UnycrHandiflg/* probably* 

I ^^ De Divinatione/' 

is 
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IS incredible to me bow fo many of thofe old 
h ilofophers co\ild Aviate into fuch abfurd 
opinions of aDeky# Sotne, it is truCj framed 
their God according to their own mclinafions 
and intefefts ; ibm^ few, I believe, after a 
ilriift exanaination, delivered the pyre tefqlt 
of thjcir judgements ; butnpiany of their hy- 
ipothefes are fo very extravagant, that the au- 
thors of them, in an eager purfuit, ieeiA to 
have forgot what they were looking after. In 
the mornings I intend to read More*s * Enchi- 
ridion and Ought red f . I am fo far frt>m being 
too hafty, that fince you went I have added 
but vfery little to Lyfander |, becaufc nioft of 
my time has been taken iip abput an oppo- 

* Dr. Henry's Divine Dialogues. 
^ His Clavis Mathematica, probably^ 
X '' The Life of,'' from Plutarch* Dn Cimf>- 
bell apprehends, that this tfanllation ** was writ- 
ten only, and not printed, as the tranflation of 
Plutarch's Lives by Dryden was Undertaken in 
1683, feven years before Mr. Boyle went to the 
univerfity ; and in the edition of 1711, the life of 
Lyfander, which is in the third volume, is tranf- 
lated by William Leman, M. A. of Cambridge.*' 
See Biographia Britannica, voL IL Yet Mr^ Wal* 
pole mentions this Life of Lyfander as publifhed 
in fome editions of Plutarch. 

■ 
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4 ' LETTEftS t6 ANO 

lition and fuppofition ; but now I intend fcT 
go oil leifurely, and hope to have it finifhed 
by Chriftma*. Mn Bennet * fent me word he 
had fent thofe books you ordered for me cfii 
Thurfday by Moor^s waggon ; but I fent to 
fee if he had any thing, and there was no- 
thing. Pray, know of Mn Bennet if he fent 
any books for me on Thurfday ; and you will 
' obligCj Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

C. Boyle* 



• ■ -\ 
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'* Mr. Boyle to Mr. Atterbury. 

SIR,, t)ec.6, [1691.] 

I A M tafratd I (hall fcarce have done Lyfan- 
der before Chriftmas ;* it takes me up a 
. great deal, of time, and cofts me abundance 
of pains. I am bulled in it generally two or 
three hours in an afternoon, yet am not able 
to make any great progrefs* To make Pin- 
• tarch appear in any tolerable drefs, is an. harden 

" The bookfellcr, who figured afterwards in 
tlic coutroverfy with Dri^ljcntiey, 

taik 
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talk than I thought it was ; for he Is fb ex- 
tremely dull, that if I were to turn him into 
ridicule, the heft Way I think would be to 
give him a verbal tranflation 5 which Mr. 
Leman ha» hit pretty well, though I doubt 
he was ferious. Defcartes's Principles laft nfe 
a good part of the morning : I am now got 
over more than half. Mr. Morgan comes to 
me fometimes, and reads a little with me ; 
and I a(k him any thing when I flick : but 
not only in this, but in every thing elfe, I 
find him a man of very triie fenfe, as well as 
good-natured and eafy. Till I have done 
with Defcartes, Oughtred will have a little 
reft, though I take him now and then for va- 
riety. Moft parts of the afternoon that I do 
not tranflate, I beftow upon Tully ; and am 
i;iow almoft at the end of his fecond book, 
De Natura Deorum. The Stoics* notion of a 
God is nearly as abfurd as that of the Epicu- 
reiuis ; yet they had a better plea for their 
wild opinion than thofe, for the beft account 
of their hypothefis I can rneet with is in 
Tully himfelf ; and it is this, He fays, Epi* 
CLirqs lived in a country where Atheifm wiu 
by no means allowed of; he was forced to ac- 
knowledge fomething of a God, that he 

B 3 might 
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might fave his carcafe (which I believe he 

was tender enough pf) ; fo he clapt up his ex* 

travagant and open fcheme rather than run 

the hazard of lofing this life when he had 

no profped of a better. Upon the whole, J 

am apt to think that Epicurus was not only 

ap idle, but very ignorant fellow. I am fure, 

TuUy has drawn him in that pofture, though 

Sir W. Temple gives him a great chara£ker, 

relying chiefly, I fuppofe, upon the authority 

of Laertius ; but I leave you to judge in this 

cafe whofe teftimony is to be preferred. I 

have read fome of the Moral Eflays : I believe 

the author is a good man ; but he falls much 

Ihort of Dr. Sherlock; fo that, I dare fay, what-^ 

pver the Doftor has taken from him, he has 

made his own. By this time I believe you 

may have heard how one Mr. Gyles, di Uni- 

verfity college, drowned himfelf on Tuefday, 

\i\ pur meadow. I am, Sir, &c. 

C. Boyle, 
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LETTER in. 

Mr. Boyle to Mn At terbury. 

SIR, Tec. i8, "[1691.3 

IA S S U R E you, that not out of any lazi- 
nefs or negledt I have not writ to you 
before now ; but I heard you were ill, and 
I thought it then an improper time to trouble 
you ; and till now I have not heard of your 
recovery. I have read out Defcartes*s Princi- 
ples, and am fo well fatisfied with them, that 
I defign to read them over again, though firft 
to breathe a while. There are (bme parti- 
culars which perhaps I might make juft ex- 
ceptions againft ; as his notion of body, fome 
of his laws of motion, the determination of 
his vortices this way rather than that fome- 
, times ; but except thefe, and perhaps fome 
. ffew ajore, I take his hypothefis to be a very 
rational one ; and I cannot think his philofo- 
phy a romance, though he himfelf was , fo 
modeft as to call it one, I have the bttter 
opinion of his writings, becaufe he had fo 
n^an a one of them himfelf. How fooliihly 
fond are moft men of their own works^ ^hJch 

B 4 by 
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by much labour and thinking they have madq 
their own I But truly I think Defcartes be-r 
trays fo little vanity that any man might 
commend himfelf fo far without being vain. 
For though we can never arrive at demon- 
ilration in phyfics till we jjre better acquaint- 
ed with the conftitution of bodieg, ^ud the 
particular motiojis pf their ;nfenfible parts ; 
yet he is the beft philqfopher, that, upon the 
moft ratioiial grounds, gjves the moft proba- 
ble account of Naturp's operations, and makes 
me believe that this efFedt' might proceed 
from this caufe, though I am not m^tliemati- 
cally certain it did. Now ii^ thi?, J thii^, 
Defcartes has much outdone his pr^deceflbrs ; 
and befides, throughout hi? Principles, there is 
thought and conr^exion ; for, if I am notmif- 
tak?n^ he feldom fays any thing that may 
not be deduced from fomcthing that weijt 
before: h? loves to give an ^jcpount of all 
particular? that he can tolerably bring in ; and 
we ace o^ly forry tl]at l^e has given ap account 
of 110 more, for>itow we cai^ opiy fay that he 
has laid a good foundation for a vejy fubftan- 
. tial buildiiig;. In (liort, I take him to be a 
;'yery gi*<!at; -maia, a found naturalift, and a 
V good mathematician ; what he faj'-s is not 

onlv 



FROM MR. ATTfiRBirfty. 9 

pnly generally new, and his own, but morc 
intelligible, aijd more fatisfaftoiy, than all 
that ftufF the filly world had fo long been 
contented with. And it is indeed to me an 
argument of his merit, that he has been able, 
^mong the moft fenfible njen, to make fb 
great a progrefs through the innumerable 
.companies of Ariftoteli^ns, that with . their 
fympathies and antipathies had blocked up 
the way for fo many ages together. Thefe 
are mpft of the reflexions I have made upon 
Defcartes ap pfcfent ; but I do not queftion 
but, every time J read him, I fhall find not 
pnly a new pleafure, but new fubje£ls too of 
commendation. I have read over another 
book or two fince I writ to you ; but here is 
jmpertinence enough for one time. I need 
iiot tell you how forry I was to hear of your 
ficknefs, nor how glad of your recovery, fpr 
I hope you believe that I am, Sir, &c. 

C. Boyle. 
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LETTER IV. 

Mjt, Boyle to Mr. Atterbury. 

SIR, March xo, [f69x-2.] 

I do not forget my own refolutions, and 
would not your requefts. I am very fen- 
fible how good a cuftomit is to receive* once 
a month. I omitted it the firft Sunday laft 
month, becaufe I came at the latter end of 
January from London ; but 1 intend to keep 
it up always when I have a good opportu- 
nity. I have made an end of Burgerfdicius-j-: 
he is as clofe, I believe, and as eafy as any 
of them, (hort, and there are fewer ufelefs 
terms in him than in other ordhiary books' 
upon that fubjeft. He goes often againft the 
common opinion, but has generally good 
reafons ,on his fide ; and he has endeavoured 
not only to make metaphyfics as profitable, 

* The Sacrament. 

^ His logic. Dean Aldrich, then at the head 
of that fociety, drew up originally for the ufe of 
Mr. Boyle, his learned Compendium of Logic, 
now read at Chrift Church, in which he llyles him 
the great Ornament of our Collige. Dr. Campbell, in 
Biographia Britannica. 

but 
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t)Ut as pleafant too, as he could. I have read 
Dr. Sherlock upon Judgement *. His way of 
thinking and writing here is much the fame 
as it is in his book upon Drath tt admirable 
and peculiar in both ; though I think his 
^ Judgement is not fo praftical a book as his 
Death. There he fettles more notions, and 
doth not make fo many inferences for the 
government of our lives; but this was ra- 
ther caufcd, I believe, from the difference of 
the fubjedts. He is apt to repeat the fame 
thing too often ; he is carelefs as to his 
cxpreffion, which is Celdom neat, fome- 
times falfe ; for he defires much rather that 
his thoughts (hould be juft, than his lan- 
guage proper. I will make as much hafte 
as I can with Lyfander. I begin now to draw 
towards a conclufion. He has coft me a great 
deal of pains ; but I (hall think myfelf well 
recompenfed if the tranflation pleafes you, 
for I am, &Ci C. Boyjle^ 

* Publilhed in 1691-2. 
^ Publilhed in 1690, 
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LETTER V. 

Mr. Boyle to Mr. Atterbury^ 

p I R, ^arch 15, [1691-2.J 

NO W I b^ve ended metaphyfics, I go 
to Euclid in the morning. I (hall hav«? 
done with Terence too in a little while, and 
then ypu fhall tiave my refledtions upon him* 
Bob defired me to give him a general cha-r 
ra£ter of Mn Hooker *. It is fomething dif? 
ferent from that w^ich I fent ypu, an4 
fomething longer. I will not trouble ypi^ 
with the little preface. Mr. Hooker's caufe 
was a very good one ; and he pleads it with 
as much meeknefs as reafon, rather as if he 
advifed a fdend, than confuted ^n adverfary, 
who, notwithftanding his . good-nature, was 
as fierce as he was mild. He contended not 
for victory, but truth ; and defired rather to 
lead, than, drive, men into the right way. 
x^ll his thoughts are fojuftand noble, that 
his enemies muft admire his true fcnfe, 
though they cannot like his party, and nuift 

* Author of Kcclcfiaftical Polity, 1594, and 

con- 
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'fiorlfefs that he is the faireft and yet the 
taoft terrible advocate that ever appeared 
againft them. His argdttients fhow him to 
be a phildfbpher, and his eloquence an ora-« 
tor; and he afts both parts fo very well, that 
his beft rgafons are ftrfingthpfned by his ex- 
preflions. He fetches every thing from the 
original^ traces all its caufes to the bottom^ 
and examines it throughout with great induf- 
try and found judgement ; that he may nei- 
ther be impofed upon himfelf, nor put iipcki 
others. His language is {a pure and correct, 
that, like good Coin,' it is ftill ctirreftt ; ind a 
man, by his flyle, might eafily take him for 
one of the beft writers of our own age. . In 
Ihort then, Mr. Hooker had n^ much modefty 

' as ingenuity ; his imagination was equal to 
his judgement j his piety as remarkable ashls 
learning. He has taught the Prelbyterians 
how to live, and the Church of England how 
to write. I read a little laft Sunday of Dr. 
Sherlock's Religious AflembKes*; itwilliifot 
take me up above tliree or four more. ^ When 

it IS done, I will begin if you pleafe with his 

^ • ^ -■ '. / . ' - . 

•^ ^* A Praaical Difcoiirfc on/ 1681. 

Know-^ 
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Knowledge of Chrift *, or with what othtf 
book you think fit. 1 am^ Sir, 

Yoih: very huc^ble fervant, 

C Boyle. 

• * 

LETTE.R VI, 
Mr. Boyle to Mr. Atterbhry. 

.^arch22, [1691-2.3 

THOUGH I am uncafy at the report 
you fay is i5aifed about mq, yet 1 am 
very much obliged to you for telling me pf 
it ; and I aflure you. Sir, I will never take 
any thing of this nature ill at your hands. I 
protefl to you ingenuoufly, I know no manner 
of ground for it : it is as falfe as it is malicious, 
for thofe that invented it muft be men of 
much leifure, and as much malice. I keep 
to all forts of buiinefs as I ufed to do ; and my 
notions of morality are as firm and fteady as 
6ver they were, that is, too firm to be alter- 
ed. However, to make the befl advantage of 
this report, I will ftand more upon my guard 
for the future : for I am very fenlible how 

* ^^ A Difcourfe concerning the/' 1673. 

3 nice 
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nice a thing reputation is ; that it is as eafily 
loftj a3 it is ditficult to be got;* If the world 
governs itfeif perfedly by humour and paf- 
lion, 1 cannot help it ; but I will take ail the 
care lean it fliall have ilo reafon to be angry 
\vith itie. You muft J>ardon me, Sir, that I 
c^ft give ydU no accfount of my ftudies now. 
Iliave not been well almoft for this week. I 
was let blood on Saturday, and took phyfic 
yefterday. The fault is ftill in my ftomach. 
Till that be remedied, I Ihall not be quite welh 
When I am better, you (hall hear more from 
me, who am. Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

C. Boyle. 

LETTER VII. 
Mr. Boyle to Mr. Atterbury. 

SIR, May 10, [1691.3 

IHad a letter from Tonfon laft week, to 
let me know lie fhould put the fecond 
volume of Plutarch in the prefs within two 
months. Lyfander is almoft done ; L hope 
to have him correfted ready for the prefs * ia 

* It ftiould feem by this, that Mr. Boyle'^ tranf- 
lation was intended to be inferted in the fecond 
edition. 

lefs 
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Icfs tlian a mouth : I had done him befofe 
now, if I had not been fick. I am pretty well 
now ; and begin to fall into the old courfc of 
my ftudiesi I am got through the firfl: book 
of Euclid^ and the three firft of Capfar. My 
Bible and Euclid take up my motning ; Ca^far 
and exereife, Lyfander and fome French, my 
afternoon^ Tonfon fent me Dry den's Cleo- 
menes*^ and told me it had the fortune to 
pleafe the town ; therefore I read it over, and 
found what I expedted in it — much prophane- 
nefs. He has indeed fome fine expreffions^, 
but fome very odd ; and in my mind he has 
followed the hiftory too clofe. He has little or 
no fable ; however, upon the whole, one may 
fee he hath taken a great deal of pains. I 
have made an end of Dr. Sherlock's Religious 
Affemblies : one may ealily difcorver it is Dr. 
Sherlock's, and as eaiily that it is one of his 
tirft : he fpeaks to many points in it, and there- 
fore he could not fift every one of them do 
clearly as if he had writ a whole book upoiv 
one fingle fubjeft. Ills arguments are goody 
but Ihort, not dravvii to the beft advantae 






•- A tragedy, ad:ed and printed in 1692. ^'Mrs. 
'' Bnrry/' Drydcn fays, *^ in this tragedy (Excelled 
Bcrfc-U'l" Vref.1a\ 

' ratlier 



tather to inftrudt an honeft man, than to don;- 
vine a fcholar. lifyou pleafe to give your* 
felf the troublfe to let me know what book 
you think fit for me to read on Sundays, I 
will follow your diredions ; for lam^ &c* 

LETTER VllL 
Mr; BoYBE to Mr. Atterbury*# 

is I R, Sunday, [1693.] 

AFTER having been three years yDur 
pupil, I am forry, for your own fake 
as well as mine, you do hot think me able 
to write my own letters ; but I cannot eafily 
take any thing ill from you, for I am fatis- 
fied you defign nothing but kindnefs to me. 
I am fo unhappy as to think my mother + can- 
not do fo, when (he propofes either my going 
to Ireland, or my continuance here. She 
muft not be angry with me if I refufe both, 
for I cannot fee but that either muft (what, 
you fay, my campaigning will) be my utter 
undoing. I am not obftinate, nor fond of 

"* Direfted to him at Bridewell-houfe, London. 

•f Mary Countefs of Orrerj^, daughter of Ri- 
chard Earl of Dorfet. Why Mr. Boyle takes no 
notice of his father, who was then living, docs not 
appear. 

VoL^lI. C beirg 
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beiag ^ fqJ4ier ; nor by going to Fl^^d^rs de 
I defign to be one, but only to put Riyfelf ia 
foine way of getting bread. TwiU not par-, 
^icularly now dispute which xyzy I ^p\ in 
prudence tp t^t in order tq n>ake n^y fQfr 
tune, becaufe I defign to fee you in London 
this week, and tajk over matters with you ; 
only thus much I muft declare, that if my 
mottier c^fts me off, | do not break with her^ 
but fhe with me. Mr. Codrington * and Mr* 

* Ghriftopher Codrington, a native of the ^I^d 
of Barbados, Coniing early to England, ke re* 
ceived his education firft at a private f^bool, and 
afterwards at Oxford, where he was admitted a 
Probationer Fellow of All Souls College, in 1689. 
Quitting t^ie Univerfity, but retaining his, Fellow- 
Ihip, he entered into the army ; and foon recpm* 
mended himfelf to the notice of his Prince, by 
whom he was honoured with promotion- Gn th^ 
conclufion of the peace of Ryfwick> be was ap- 
pointed Captain-General and Governor in Chief of 
the Leeward Caribbee lilandis. Some time before 
his death he refigned his government, and retired 
to the eajaymenc of a ftudioua and learned couxfe 
of life, whicti ended "at hi^ feat in Barbados, oa 
the 7th of April, 1710. He was buried firft in 
the church of St.. Michael in that ifland ; but; was- 
afterwards re-interrcd on the rpth of June, 17 16, 
in the chapel of All Souls, Oxford, where |wo 
brations were fpoken by two fellows of that col- 
lege ; the on^ by Digby Cotes, the Univerfity 
Orator, at his interment ; the other by Dr. Youpg. 
See the fixth volume of Youne s Works, p. jzq\ 

Freiiid 
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ff'reind * kntiw all the fteps I have itiade in 
this btifinefs i they do not difKke my con- 
dud ; htit think I am ill ufed^ {\rc^ I do no- 
thing that is in or difholiourabfoj if my mo- 
ther forfakes rale. $inc6 I fcave mentioned 
Mf/CodHngtoii^ I ffitfift beg leave to juftify 
him in thi« bufinefs^ He never perfuaded me 
to go itito the army j but, like a true friend, 
told me he vi^ould not propofe an end to me 
(and that indeed, I thifik, eveiy man is to 
choofefbr hittifetf) : vrh^n I bad chofen that, 
he \wi>ld aflift me as for as he could in the 
meafifSv Really, Sir, 1 am. mfitiitely obliged 
to hicnk ; ai>d 1 am fure it will n^er be in 
my power, though it will always be in my 
inclination^ to make him a fuitable return. 
In* a word, I am in town : upon conviftion 
I am. in the wrong, I will very readily alter 
my meafures, and fubmit to better judge- 
ments. There is no poft in the world I could 
be better pleafed with than a gfoom of t!ie 
bedchamber's place ; but I doubt it will be 
very difficult, if not impoflible, to get one lu 
any time. When I come to town +, I wiil wait 

** John, afterwards, M. D. 

•f- Juft before he fays, ^^ I am in town." 

** C 2 upon 
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upon Sir William Temple, and let him know;^ 
my pretenfions are wholly at court, where I 
know his intereft is very good; and not in 
the army *, if I can make my fortune any 
where el(e^ If I 'were fettled, I would wiK* 
lingly go with my mother to Ireland, and 
obey all her^Ladyfhip's commands i but it is 
very unreafonable to take me there now, and 
never permit me to appear here where I de* 
lign to fpend my life. 

I could fay much more to you ; but I wUL 
defer it, fmce I hope to fee you at the latter 
end of this week, as I faid before ; and to 
aflure you I am, with all fincerity^ Sir, your 
hearty friend and fervant, 

C. Boyle. 

* When Mr. Boyle entered into the army,, b not 
certain: but he rofe afterwards to the rank of 
major-general ; and had a regiment, at the head 
of which he diftinguifhed himfelf at the battle of 
Malplaquet, when £arl of Orrery. 
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LET T E R IX: 

Mr. Atterbury to Mr. Boyle, at 
Lady Orrery's, Park-Place. 

5 I R. Chelfea, Tuefday-morn, [1698.] 

IHA VE fent you back the papers *, which 
I believe the prefs ^ waits for : Mr. Ben- 
net +, as I remember, told me the impreffioa 
would be finifhed this day. 

Sir, you might have fent thefe papers to 
any body better than me, whofe opinion all 
along in this controverfy you have not feemed 
very ^willing to take, . and whofe pains in it, 
I find, have not pleafed you. Some time and 
trouble this matter coft me. In laying the 
defign of the book, in writing above half of 

f '* Dr.Bentley*s Diflertation on the Epiftles of 
Phalaris, and the Fables of iEfop examined, by 
the Hon^ Charles Boyle, 1698.*' The publication 
of this book, a^ appears by the preface, " was 
hindered by Mr. Boyle's bufinefs, which fent him 
into, and detained him in Ireland.'* 

+ A fermon preached by Dr. Atterbury, at the 
funeral of this bookfeller, in 1706, expofcd hira 
to a warm attack from Mr. Hoadly* 



*N 
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it*, in reviewing a good part of the reft, in 
traqfcribing the whole, and attending the 
prefs, half a year of my life went away. 
What I promifed myfelf from hence was, 
that fbme Service would be done to your re-^ 
putation, ^nd that you would think fo. In 
the firft of thefe I was not miftaken : in the 
latter I am. When you were abroad, Sir, 
the higheft you could prevail with yourfelf to 
go in your opinion of the book was, '^that you 
^* hoped it woulddoyou no harm.'* When you 
returned, I fuppofed you would have feen that 
it had been far from hurting you, However, 
you have not thought fit to let me know your 
mind in this matter ; for, fince you czmt to 
England, no one expreilion,, that I know of, 
has dropped from you that could give me 
reafon to believe you had any opinion of 
what I had done, or even took it kindly from 
me. Hitherto^ Sir, I have endeavoured to 
fervfe your reputation, without your thanksj^^ 
and againft your will. But it does not become 
jffie always to do it. You will eafily there- 
fore excufc me jf J mcd^i^ no further in ^ 

* Hence ^^ the fuit of armour" (as Swift ftyles 
it) *^ given by all the gods'" may be rcrplaimed fo]? 
the original artificer^ 

inattei^ 
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matter where my mahagement has had the 
ill-luek tb difpleafe yoii ahd a good friend 
of yours ; wherfcas I had the vanity to think 
and hope that it would have fat ill on no- 
body but Mr. Wotton * and Dr. Bentley,. I 
^m^ Sirj your moft humble fervaht, 

F. Atterbury. 




LETTER X. 

Lord STAJ^HOPE-f to DnATTERBURY, 

Archdeacon of Totnefs. 

SIR, oa. [1703.] 

10 U G H T to have returned you thanks 
for both your letters before this ; and in 
not doing it I confefs myfelf guilty of a great 
©miffion. I am now very wqU fatisfied that 

you 

* William, afterwards D. D. author of " Re- 
fiedtions on Ancient and Modern Learning;** to 
which Dr. Bentley's " Diflertation on Phalaris'* 
was originally annexed. He figures in Swift's 
"Battle of the Books/* 

-f^ Philip, eldeft fon of the fecond earl of Chef- 
terfield, whom he fucceeded in that title in 17 13* 
He was educated at Weftminfter-fchool, under 
the famous Dr. Bufby, and was thought to have 
ftrong parts. He was a high Tory, if not a Jaco- 
bite ; he was of a morofe difpofition, of violent 
paflions, and often thought that people behaved 

C4 iU 
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you can be a very good poet when you pleafo, 
but not when I pleafe. I am glad the venifon 
was good, becaufe it was only a tafte pf what 
I intend you (hall have more of this winter* 
I am very much obliged to you for the fer- 
vice you offer to do for me at St, Jameses ; 
but in that undertaking I do really think yon 
will jRy lofe your time to no purpofe ; for J 
expert nothing from the gentleman * that is 
there, but to fee him b^^d up an igpora^t, 
worthlefs, amorous fop. 

I wifh I could fend you any news, in re? 
turn to that which you have been pleafed to 
divert me with ; but I am certain there is 
none to be fent out; of the country that a 
mxin of your tafte can rellfli* So that I (hall 
end this p^per with afluring you that I anr^ 
always, dear Sir, your moft afFeflionate friend. 

Stanhope. 

ill to him when they did not in the lead intend it. 
Sec Dr. Maty-s Memoirs of Lord Chefterfield, 
p. 268. He married, in December 1691, lady 
Elizabeth, one of the daughters of George Savile 
marquis of Halifax^ by whom he had the late 
carl of Chefterfield and five other children. He 
died Jan. 27, 1725-6. 

* Philip Dormer Stanhope, his eldeft fon ; who 
IS faid to have been flighted by his father, and 
(after the death of his mother) was placed under 
the care of his grandmother I adv Halifax. He 
\yas JLi this time about qine years ol4. 

' . LET, 
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LETTER XL 

Lord Stanhope to Dr. Attersury, 

Dean of Carlisle. 

MR. DEAN, Lichfield, Oa. 6, 1705. 

I WISH I \vas but as fure of good health 
as I am of yourkindnefs and friendfliip to 
me. Befides a great deafnefs* that hangs upon 
me, J have ^ rheumatic pain that runs all 
over me ; fo thatl have not been out of my 
^oors thefe ten days, I muft confefs (except 
it be your brother Binckes+) Ilofe noconvcr- 
fation by being deaf in this place, which is 
jufl: as well ftocked with good manners and 
polite converfation as your friend Dr. Wake J 

* This fecms a family difor4er ; his lordfliip's 
fons, the late Lord Chefterfield and Sir William 
Stanhope, being both much afflidted with it. ^ 

^ William Binckes, D. D. ^as inftalled a pre- 
bendary of Litchfield, June 19, 1703. He died 
cxadly on tj>at day nine years, and was buried at 
Leamington in Warwickihire. An anonymous 
pamphlet, fuppofed to be written by him in 1697, 
gave riie to the controverfy mentioned in the next 
nqte. 

J Dr. Atterbury had been four years engaged 
ip a controverfy with Dr. (afterwards Archbilhop) 
Wake •* on the Rights^ &c, of Convocations.'' 

is 
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is with deep learning, folid fenfe, and the 
knack of writing intelligible Englifh ! 

Really, Mf • Oeatt, \ would Write a play, 
to divert myfelf, and pafs away time, but 
that I am at fuch a diflance from the Eirl 
of Orrery, that I cnhnot in confcience alk 
his Lord(hip*s affiftance *. Since I cannot 
hear, I 1\ould willingly court the ladies 
in a ndw fafliion^ by writing love-verfes to 
them, but that you knew very well that 
the author of <* Boyle againft Bentley^* Icmg 
ago refufed me his affiftance + j which, I be» 
iieve, is what the modirfa Wotton, or th^ 
learned Wake, could never have boggled at ; 
fo much more humane and candid are fome 
clergymen than others ! As my worthy 
landlord, the Prelate \ of this place, whofe 

breaft 

* This fecms intended as a fnoer on his Lord- 
fhip's comedy, "As you find it,'* a£ted in 1703; 
and printed in 4to that year. 

f See p. 22. 

% Dr. John Hough, Bifliop of Oxford, 1691 ; 
of Litchfield and Coventry, 1699; of Worceffer, 
1717. He died, full of years and honour. May 8, 
1 743. — ^*' The fweet and amiable charadter of this 
Prelate/' fays Dr. Nalh, in his Hiftory of Wor- 
cefterlliire, ** cannot be too much admired, or 
too highly extolled ; he lived in this county 1 8 

years 

2 
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breaft is full of teudcrnefs and love for weak 

diffentiiig 

ye^rs beloved by every one ; if he had any fault, 
^t arpiib f rpm an eaiinefs of temper, and too great 
partiality for his old and faithful fervants. I can* 
not help remembering fome traits of him, which, 
?happening when I was a boy, and receiving from 
hitn frequent marks of civility and regard, have 
niade ftrpng impreffion on my mind, tho* to others 
they may appear trifling. His conftant beverage 
after dinner, when upwards of 90 years of age, 
was ftrong beer and fugar; and any of his guefts 
were fure to ingratiate themfel^es with him, that 
would partake of this cup, and fay they liked it* 
One day after dinner a young clergyman, curate 
pf a neighbouring pariih» taking his leave, itA 
peaking many awkward bows, ran againft, and 
threw down pn the floor, a favourite barometer of 
the Bilhop's ; the young man was frightened, and 
extremely concerned ; but the good old Prelate, 
with all the complacency poffible, went to him, 
md iaid, "Sir, do not be uneafy : I have obfervcd 
jhis glafs almoft daily for upwards of 70 years, and 
never faw it fo low before." Some years before 
his death, he made it a rule to keep a thoufand 
pomids in the houfe, wherewith to pay fome le- 
gacies and funeyal expences : one day the collec- 
tors of the charity called "The Society for propa- 
gating the Gofpel in foreign parts" came to him, 
%o apply for his contribution ; the bilhop called 
Jiis fteward, and told him to give thofe gentlemen 
5001. The fteward, who flood facing his lord- 
ihip, and behind the coUeftors, made figns to his 
jj>aft(?r, that it was too much ; that he did not 

know 
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diflcnting' confcieiices, where Binckes*s and 

Kimbcr- 

know kow to get the money. His lordfliip replied, 
*' You are right, H. you think that I have not 
given enough; give the gentlemen loooK you 
will find it in fuch a place :" with which the old 
fteward, though unwillingly, was forced to com- 
ply. Dr. Nafli has alio given a curious letter from 
Bp. Hough to Mr. Sandby, relative to his por- 
trait, writtten in a ftrong firm hand, at the age 
of 91 ; and cites this excellent delineation of the 
Bilhop's charadter from the Pcrfian Letters of 
Lord Lyttelton : *^ At his firft entrance into 
the world he diftinguiflied himfelf by a zeal for 
^he liberty of his country, and had a confiderablc 
Ihare in bringing on the Revolution that preferved 
it. His principles never altered by his preferment* 
He never proftituted his pen, nor debafed his cha- 
racter, by psirty difputes, or blind compliance. 
Though he is warmly ferious in the belief of his re- . 
ligion, he is moderate to all who differ from him t 
he knows no d^iftinftion of party, but extends his 
good offices alike to whig and tory ; a friend to 
Virtue under every denomination j an enemy to 
Vice under any colours. His health and old age are 
the effefts of a temperate life, and a quiet con- 
fcience: though he is now fome years above four- 
fcore, nobody ever thought he lived too long, un^ 
lefs it was out of an impatience to fiicceed him. 
This exxcUent perfon entertained me with the 
gfeateft humanity, and feemed to take a peculiar 
delight in being ufeful and inftruftive to a ftranger. 
To tell thee the truth, Mirza, I was affefted with 
the piety and virtue of this teacher : the Cbriftian 

religior^ 
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Kimberleys * are obdurate and inflexible. I 
am glad the buck pleafcd you fo well ; and 
muft let you know, that a doe is not fo good 
before the winter be over. 1 am, good Mr. 
Pean, your moft affeftionate friend and hum- 
ble fervant, Stanhope* 



religion appeared fo amiable in his chara<fter and" 
manners, that if the force of educatibn had not 
rooted Mahometifm in my heart, he would certainly 
have made a convert of me.*' — Nor fliould Mr. 
Browne's elegant encomium on him, in his Latin 
poem, De Animi Immortalitate, be omitted ; 

Talis erat^ grata femper quern mcnte recordor^ 
Ille^ decui mitm^ liber taUsqiie fatelksy 
(Dum tanii tempus propugnatoris egebai) 
Hougbius i hiCi numeros prope centenarius emnes 
Cum vita explerat ; florenti pMus honore^ 
Se7iftbus integriSy fine morbo^ experfque doloris^ 
VivencUque Satur, Jic vita exibat, ut a£lor 
E fcena egregius, toto plaudente tbealro^ 
Aut qui pofi fiadium fumma cum laude peraSlmiy 
Vicior Olympiaca poj'cit ftbi pran.ia pabna. 

11. 283. 

* Jonathan Kimberley fucceeded to his friend 
Btnckes's prebendal ftall in the cathedral church of 
Lichfield, 
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L E T T E R XII. 
.Lord Stanhope to Dean Att^rbvry. 

MR. DEAN, Litchfield, Dec. 4, 1705. 

IA M at this time fo ill that I am fcarce 
able to tell you I had your letter, or. re* 
turn you thanks for fending me the fine 
difcourfc you made before the Queen *. I am 
convinced, by the reading of it, that you had 
no afliftance in your dull fermon from the 
Earl of Orrery, any more than he had from 
you in the witty play he writ +. 1 am very 
much of your mind, that, fhould God be fo 
over-gracious as to favour us with miracles, 
they would make little or no impreflion in 
the prefent age we live in. Libertines would 
not give any credit to them, for their own eafe 
and tranquillity, becaufe that would give too 
great difturbance to the lufts and vices they 
are totally devoted to. And truly I am 6£ 
opinion (confidering how mighty weak we all 
are in our natural fimplicity) that, fhould 
that wife man your Archbifhop of Canter* 

^ ^^ A {landing Revelation the beft means of 
*^ Convidion;" from Luke xvi, 31. preached on 
0<a. 28, 1705. 
. j See note on p. 26. 

r bury 
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bury* fee one rife from the dead, he would, 
III a ^y or two afterwards, impute it to po- 
shing but a dream, or, it may be, to the in- 
digeAed fumes that arofe from his eating too 
many bla^fc- puddings over-night. Thus tri- 
vial accidents, as a debauch of black^pud^ 
4ings and the like, may cloud human under- 
landings fo much, that the greateft miracles 
would quickly lofe their efficacy with us 
pQO? mortals. I return you thaftks for the 
two Addreffes of Convocation you fent me ; 
aftd am, Sir, your very weftionate friend. 

Stanhope. 



LETTER XIIL 
Leord Stanhope to Dean Atterbury. 

MR. DEAN, Dec. 17, 1705. 

IH A D a letter from you this day ; and a 
very diverting one inclofed in it frprp a 
mad imaginary general f , who is fo happy as 
to be fond of that which my father | and all 

* Dr. Tenifon was then Archbilhpp. 
f Q^ Duke of Marlborough ? - -• 

1 " Who was thought/' fays Dr. Mdty,'^* to 
^^ have fiiarcd with his M;ifer the aflcftions of ttte 
*^ famous Lady Caftlerraiiie, a trefpai'^ \rhich v/is 
*' IJightly refenced by the eafy King/' 

the 
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the, world, befides himfelf, were weary of^ 
long ago. I think him (as Drydcn lays of 
the laft Duke of Buckingham) a hapfy maJ^ 
man*; fince he can at this time be pleafed 
with Cleveland + for his bed-fellow, without 
fo much as calling back the idea of quantum 
tnutatus ab illo. I have reafbn to believe my 
kinfman the Brigadier J will be pleafed with 



* Dryden's words of Zimri are, " Bleft mad- 
'' man !'* 

f Barbara, daughter and heir to William Vil- 
liers lord vifcount Grandifon, and wife to Roger 
earl of Caftlemaine. In 1670 ihe was made baro- 
nefs of Nonfuch, countefs of Southampton, and 
dutchefs of Cleveland, and died Odt. 9, 1 709. 
*' While the duke of Marlborough was an Enfign 
** of the guards,*' fays the late Lord Chefterfield, 
in his 136th Letter to his Son, " the Graces pro- 
*^ teftcd and promoted him ; for the Dutchels of 
** Cleveland, then favourite miftrefs to King 
*^ Charles the Second, ftruck by thofe very Graces, 
** gave him five thoufand pounds ; with which he 
*^ immediately bought an annuity for his life, of 
^' five hundred pounds a year, of my grandfather 
*^ Halifax ; which was the foundation of his fub- 
" fequent fortune. His figure was beautiful ; 
" but his manner was irrefiftible, by either man or 



*^ woman.'* 



% James Stanhope, afterwards created earl of 
Stanhope, the conqueror of Minorca, and father 
of the prefent earK H? was firft coufin to this let^ 
ter-writer's father. 

any 
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any thing of yours ; and I do not fee which' 
way it can be made more acceptable to him 
than by coming from your own hands. You 
fhewed a great deal of refpe6l and civility in 
fending the Earl of Orrery your fermon ; 
elfe I believe his tiord (hip's tafte lies altoge- 
ther nowin ingenious and witty plays ; or (it 
may be) his time is taken up with correfting^ 
the Englifh Phalaris, fb lately come put. I 
have often feeii fuch a virtuofo'as the Lord 
Lemfter * find fault with a copy in painting, 
when he never underftdod the excellency of 
the original. But I will not make aoplica- 
tions. ' I muft now quarrel with you, Mr. 
t)ean^ of Carlifle, becaufe 1 am iuformcd this: 
day, that yo\i have put out in print a mighty 
ingenious pamphlet, but that you have been 
pleafed to father it upon one Mrs. Aftell +, a 
female friend and witty companion of your 
wife's. Why could not the Dean of Carlifle, 
havefent me this pamphlet, as well as Prior's t* 

, * So created in 1692, the coUeftor of many 
ancient Greekj^ Roman, and Egyptian ftatues. He 
was grandfather to the prefent Earl of Pomfret. 

j:' T he pamphlet^here alluded to was intituledjj 
^The' Chfiftian Religion as . profeffed by a 
Daughter pf the Church of England, .1705/-' 8 vo. 
See a letter of Dr. Atterbury relating, to this iady^ 
vol* I p. 19. ..... 

, . J Letter to Monf. Boileau Djfpreauxy occa-^ 
fioned by the Vidory.at Blenheim in 1704. 

Vol. 1L D v^^I;: . 
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verfes, or Feilcling's*mad letter to Skipworth ? 
I ihall (hortly delireyou and Dr. Smalridge to 
accept of a doe betweeh you ; and am, in the 
mean time, your moft afleftionate friend. 

Stanhope.. 
LETTER XIV. 
Dr. Swift to Dean Atterbuhy. 

SIR, 5ept. 1, i7ir^ 

I Congratulate with the college, the uni- 
verlity, and the kingdom, and condole 
with myfelf, upon your new dignity t- Thp 
virtue I would afle£t, by putting my own in- 
terefts out of the cafe, has failed me in this 
jun<5ture. I only confider that I Ihall want 
your converfation, yoqf friendfliip, your pro^ 
tedion, and your good offices, when I can 
leaft.fpare theni J. I would have come among 

the 

* A^evv days before the dale of this letter Mr^ 
Robert Feilding (better known by the name ofJBeati 
Feilding^^^A delineated in the Tatler N'^ 50. under 
thp' name of Qr/anda the Fair) had married thg. 
Dutchefs of Cleveland, having married a former 
wife only fixteen days before, and was then under 
profecution. The letter abovementioncd relates pro- 
bably to that bufinefs ; and the mad imaginary Gene* 
rat in p. 31, was Feilding. Seealfop. 451, 

-fr- The Deanry of Chrilt-church/ 

J' As the intimacy between thefe ttvo great men 
had nt5t then been of long (landing, it may be 
amufing to trace its rife and progrefs. About fout, 
tnonth^before the date of this letter. Swift had 
taken lodgings at Chelfea. *^ I got here/^ fays hei 

*^ with 
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tlie crowd of thofe who make ybii compli* 
ifaents oh this dccafioii, if J could baVe brought 

a chear- 

'^ with Pattick and my portmanteau, fotr fix-pehce, 
^^ and pky fix IhilHrtgs a week for one filly ro^oni. 
^* with confounded coarle fheets* I Ipdge jud 
^^ oVereagainft Dr» Attferbuty's houfe ; and yet 
'* perhaps I ftidll not like the place the better for 
^'' thaf J6urnal to Steild, April 26, 17??,—^ 
*^ I fent over to Mrs. Atterbury^ to kppw whether 
^' I might wait Oil her, but flie is gone a^vifiting j 
^* w^ hdve jbxfchanged fome compliments ; but t 
^^ have not feen hifcr yet,*' May 2.-^^^ 1 did not go 
^^ to town to-day. It was fo terrible rainy; nor 
** haVe I ftlrr^d but of iny room till eight this 
^' cvenihg; when 1 croflfe^ the Wiy, tp fee Mr^. At* 
^* terbury, and thank her for her civilities. She 
^^ would nfeed? fend me fome vpal and fmall-beter 
^^ and ale ti>day at dinner/* May 2.-^*^Dr. FnetrtcJ 
** came this morning to vifit Attcrbury's liady and 
^^ children, is phyficiah ; and perfuaded me tb go 
^^ to town in his chariot." May 9, — ^* Since 1 came 
** hotn^, I have been fitting with the Prolocutor 
^' Deah Atterbury, who is my neighboijr ov^r the 
>^ Way, but generally keeps in towji AVith his coh- 
^ VbCation,*' May 14,-^^^ I dined with Mr. Prior 
^^ to day, at his houfe, with Dtail Atterbury and 
^' others." May 1$.-^^ I fit with Dean Atterbrrty 
^^ till one o'clock, after I came home,'* May i|.— 
^* I ftaid at home till fiVeg'clock, and din^ witH 
^^ Dean Atterbury; thei> went by water to Mr, 
^^ Harley's, where thjs Saturday's clul? was meit," 
May 19.—*^ This is the firft wet walk I |^avc ha4 
*^ in a month's tihie thit I came here ; /but how^ 
^^ ever I got to bed, aftet a Iho^ft vifit to Att^r* 
ff bury/' May 24, — " My Lord [Ojcford] fat me 

P 2 ^* dovva 
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a chearful' countenance with me. I am full 
of envy. It is too much, in fo bad an age, 

for 

*' down at a coffee-houfe, where I waited for the 
*^ Dean of Carlifle's chariot to bring me to Chel- 
^^ fea ; for it has rained prodigioufly all this after- 
*' noon* The Dean did not come himfelf, but 
^^ fent me his chariot ; which has coft me two* 
*' ihillings to the coachman} and fo I am got 
" home ; and llord knows what is become of 
" Patrick !" May 25. — " It was bloody hot walk- 
" ing to-day ; and I was fo lazy I dined where 
'^ my new gown was, at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's * ; and 
^' came back like a fool, and the Dean of Carlifle 
^f has fat with me till eleven." May 28. — •* I am 
^l propofing ta my Lord to ere<ft a fociety or aca- 
^f demy for corredting and fettling our language, 
^i that we may not perpetually be changing as we 
*^ do. He enters mightily into it ; fo does the 
^' Dean of Carlifle/' June 22.— Dr. Gaftrell and I 
^^ dined by invitation with the Dean, of Carlifle.'* 
June 23. r-" They ftill keep my nei^bour Atter- 
^^ bury in fufpence about the deanry of Chrift- 
*^ church f, which has been above fix months va- 
" cant ; and he. is heartily angry .*\ June 26. — 
^i This is. the lafl: night I lie at Chelfea ; and I got 
*^ hpmeearly^ and fat two hour^with the Dean, and 
*^ eat vidtuais, having had a very fcurvy dinner.". 



* ** My way Is this ; I leave njy bcft gown and pcrriwig at 
** Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, then walk up the Pall-mall, through the 
** Park, out at Buckingham-houfe, and fo to Chelfea a little 
** beyond the church: I ftt out about fun-fet, and get here in 
** fomething lefs than an hour j it is two good miles, and juft five 
** thoufand feven hiindred and forty-eight fteps ; fo there is four 
**. miles a day walking, without reckoning what 1 walk while I flay 
** in town." Journal, May 15. 
~ t If was intended for his friend and fuccciTor Dr. Smalridge. 

July 
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for a perfon fo inclined^ and fo able to do 
good, to h^yti fo great a fcene of (hewing his 
inclinations and abilities^ If 



9f 






July 4—^' This day I left Chelfea for, good J 
July 5,-^'^ I walked to Chelfea, and was there 
*' by nine this morning ; ^nd the Dean of Carlifle 
'^ and 1 croffed the witer to Batterfea, and went 
*^ in his chariot to Greenwich, where we dined at 
*^ Dr. Gaftreirs, and pafled the afternoon at Lewif- 
ham, at the Dean of Canterbury's* ; and there I ' 
faw Moll Stanhope, who is grown monftroufly 
*^ tall, but not fohandfome as formerly. Itisthefirft 
*^ little rarnbling journey 1 have had this fumiijer 
*• about London ; and they are the agreeableft 
*• paftimes one can have^ in a friend's coach and » 
^* good company," July 14. — ^Dean Atterbury 
** fent to me to dine with him at Chelfea ; I re- 
*^ fufed his coach, and walked ; and am come 
^* backby feven."July 19. — "The Dean of Carlifle 
" fat with me to-day till three/' Aug. 21, — ^^ 1 
** walked to^^day to Chelfea, and dined with the 
*^ Dean of Carlifle, who is laid up with the gout. 
^* It is now fixed that he is to be Dean of Chrift 
"church in Oxford. I was advifino; him to ufe 
*' his intereft to prevent any mifunderftanding be- 
** tween our minifters ; but he is too wife to med- 
" die, though he fears the thing and the confe-^ 
^* quences as much as I. He will get into his 
" own quiet Deanry, and leave them to them- 
** felves ; and he is in the right." Aug. 28. — 
^' Tonight at fix Dr. Atterbury, and Prior, and I, 
" and Dr. Freind, met at Dr. Freind's houfe at 
<* Wefliminfter, who is mailer of tlie fchool : there 
<* we fat till one, and were good-enough company." 
Feb. I, 1711-12. — " I vifited the Secretary, and 

* Dr. Stauhope. See \ol. I. p. 4S. 

D 3 " then 
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If gi'eat miiiifters t^ke up this exploded 
cuftoto of revvarding merit, I jpnuft retire to 
I^:elan<^, and wait fer better cimes« The 
College and you ought to ptay for anothef 
change at court, othefwife I can cafily foretel 
that their joy and your quiet Will be fhort* 
liCt me advife you to place your books in 
tiioveable cafes t lay in no great ftock of wine, 
npr make any great alterations ip your lodg* 
ings at Chrift*church5 unlefs you are fure 
they are fuch as your fucceffor will approve, 
and pay for. I am afraid the poor college little 
thinks of this, • 

" Qui nunc te fruiltir Ctedulus aurea.** 

1 am going to Windfor withMn Secretary * j 
and hope to wait on you either at Bridewell 
or Chelfea. 1 am, with gr^at ftfpedl and 
efteem, Sir*, yotir moft obedient, and moft 
obliged humble fervant, J« Swift. 

'•^ theti Walked to Chelfea, td dltte with the Dean 
*^ of Ghrift-ehurch ; who was engaged to Lord 
^^ Orrery, with fome other Chrift-church men. He 
«^ made me go with him, whether Lwould or no; 
<^ for they have this long time admitted me a 
*^ Chrift-church man/^ March 13, 1712. — *^ 1 
*^ walked this morning to Chelfea, to fee Dr. At- 
'' terbury Dean of Chrift-church ; I had bufincfg 
'ff with him, about entering Mr. Fitzmaurice, Lord 
f^ Kerry's fon, into his college." Feb. 24, 1712-13* 
* St* John* See Journal to Stella, Sept. 1,1711. 

LET- 
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LETTER %V. 

, » 

Dean Swift to Bp. Atterbury. 

MY LORD, The Ccwqtry in Inland, Aug. >, 1715.^ . 

IT is with the greateft pleafure; I hes^d of 
yoUr Lordfhip*s promotion ; I mean that 
particular promotion * which I believe is 
agreeable to you, though it does not mend 
your fortune. There is but one other change 
I could wi(h you, becaufe I have heard you 
prefer it before all the •reft ; and that likewife 
is now ready f, unlefs it be thought too foon, 
and that you are made to wait till another 
perlbn has ufed it for a ftep to crofs the wa- 
ter !• Though I am here in a way of (ink- 
ing into utter oblivion, for fja latehra ncc 
dulces^ nec^ Ji mlhi credis^ amccna ; yet I (hall 
challenge the continuance of your Lordflilp's 
favour : and whenever I come to London, 



* The Deanry of Weftminller and Biihoprick 
of Rochefter. I>r. Atterbury was inftalled Deai>' 
June 16, and confecrated Bilhop July 4, 171^. 

-f- The Biihoprick of London was thtiii vacant by 
the death of Dr. Compton, who died July 7, 1713. 

X To Lambeth. 

D 4 ; fhall 



^^k 

^ 



40 LETTBRSTOAND 

fhall with great affurance crofs the Park to 
your Lord(hip*s houfe at Weftmiiifter, as if 
it were no more than eroding the ftreet at 
Chelfea *• I talked at this threatening rate fo 
often to you about two years paft, that you 
are not now to forget it. 

Pray, my Lord, do not let your being 
made a Bifhop hinder you from cultivating 
the politer ftudies, which your heart was fet 
upon whenyou went to govern Chrift-church. 
Providence has made you fucceflbr to a per- 
fonf, who, thotigh of a much inferior 
genius, turned all his thoughts that way; 
and, I have been told, with great fuccefs, by 
his countenance to thofe who deferved. I 
envy Dr. Freind | that he has you for his 
infpeftor ; and I envy you for having fuch a 
perfon in your diftrift, and whom you love 
fo well. Shall not I have liberty to be fome- 
times a third amongft you, though I am an 
Irifli Dean ? 

Verve cum in pat rid craffoque fub dere natus |j. 

A very difordered head hindered me from 
writing earlier to your Lordfhip, when I firft 

* See the note in p. 34. ^ Bp. Sprat. 

.1; Dr. Robert Freind, then head-mafter of Weft- 
nilnfter-fchool. 

II Juvenal, Sat. X. 50. , 

heard 
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hfeard of your preferment ; and 1 have re- 
proached myfelf of ingratitude, wKeii I re- * 
membered your kindnefs in fending me a 
letter upon the Deanry they thought fit to 
throw me into ; to which I am yet a flran- 
ger, being forced into the country, in one 
of my old parifhes*, to ride about for a little 
health. I hope to have the honour of afkiug' 
your Lordfhip's bleffing fome time in 0£lo-' 
ber. In the mean while, I delire your Lord- 
fhip to believe me to be, with very great re- 
Ipeft and truth, my Lord, your Lordfhip's 
mofl dutiful and mofl humble fervant, 

J. Swift* 



LETTER XVL 

Matthew Prior, Efq» to Bp. Atterbury. 

* 

MY LORD, Paris, March 23, 17 14. 

AT the fame tune that I congratulate 
your fucceflion to the Houfe of Lords, 
and your being in power to continue your 
zeal for the Church, and your fervices to the 
Nation, I take leave to recommend a private 

* Laracor and Rathbeggm. 

charity 
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charity to you ; that you would take Henry 
Qheft (of whofe parts and learning Dr.Freind 
tvill give your L,ordihip an account) to our 
well-beloved college of Chrift-church. This 
is mortification enough for a Cambridge-man 
to aflc ; but I perfuade myfelf Dn Atterbury 
will not deny my reqqeft, I am, with great 
refped, my good Lord and dear fchool-fellow, 
your moil obedient and moft humble fervant^ 

M. Prior. 



LETTER XVIL 

tiQf 4 Chancellor H a r c o u R t * to 
Bp. Atterbury. 

My lord, "[jr^efSgy fvening, ^\ig» xo, 17 14. 

MY negleft of writing + is inexcufable. 
I dqubt it may be juftly taken as an 
affront, I am determined now to do it^ late 
as it is. An ill excufe is worfe than none. 
My ftation J will excufe the prefumption. I 
wifli I had your thoughts to-morrow morn - 
ing, in writing ; pr^y fen4 me two lines if I 

n^ Created Vifcount Hafcqurt in 1721. He was 
great grandfather to the prefent Earl. 

f To K.George I. thenjuft arrivec} from Hanover. 

X Which his Lordfhip did not long retain ; 
being fucceeded by Lord Cowpcr Sept. 21, 17 14. 

mu{t 



muft fee yov» n§ W0?P^ " T9 «3{cufe the ne- . 
gk(S^, tfl justify the prefvfflption, ^nd not 
appear nn^n) wnier ibp appre^ieiifipjisil ought 
to have qf bfiug regu^y^^, gfe matters to he 
nicely €on|idf fe4' Your faithful £er.vatit« 

^Aiicotnif, 

Whatever f write, w)ll be fertainly (hewn* 
LETTER XVIII, 



♦ T • ^> ^ ' 



Bp. Atterbury to Lord Ghanceilor 

Harcourt. 

^ Y f^PRO^ Weftminlter, Au$. if, 17 14. 

HAD J a;iy ifeafon to tl^ipjf your Lord- 
ihip C0UI4 want my affiftance in any 
thing) I would not ftir from the town : but 
I am far from that vanity. In the prefent 
cafe, I am fure, there is no nctd of me ; for 
my poor opinion is, that the more plainly 
and nakedly^ and without referve, your 
Lordfhip expreffes your mind in that letter, 
the more welcome it will be. 

There is no art requifite towards giving 
him * proper affurances that he has not a 
more faithful fubjedt within his dominions, 

* King George the Firft. 

ftor 



44 LETTERS TOAND 

nor one that defires more to approve himfelf 
fttch by real fervices ; [and] that you thought 
the beft fervice you could do at this Impor- 
tant junfture, was to make ufe of any advan- 
tage your ftation might give you, towards 
imitlng the hands and hearts of all his fub- 
jedts, and fecuring the quiet of his kingdoms. 
There is one way of addreffing him in- 
deed, which would require more Ikill ; that 
is, if your Lordfliip thought fit to write, not 
merely as a fingle perfon, but in fome mea- 
fure as the head of an intereft. This I could 
w^ifh your Lordfhip would do, and would 
take the fteps proper to enable you to do it ; 
but I do not find your Lordfhip fo difpofed ; 
and therefore am filent on that fubjedt *• I am 
your Lordfhip's ever faithful and obedient 
fervant, Fr. Roffen. 

* " It was with difficulty Queen Anne was per- 
" fuaded to make Atterbury a Bilhop ; which ihe 
^\ did at laft, on the repeated importunities of 
Lord Harcourt, who preffed the Queen to do 
it, becaufe fhe had before difappointed him, in 
" not placing Sacheverell on the Bench, After 
** her deceale, Atterbury vehemently urged his 
*^ friends to proclaim the Pretender ; and on their 
*' refufal, upbraided them for their timidity with 
many oaths ; for he was accuftomed to fwear, on 
any ftrong provocation.'* Dr. Warton. 

LET. 
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L E T T E R XIX. 
Dean Swift to Bp. Atterbury *. 

MY LORD, Dablin, March 24, 171^-16. 

AS much as your Lordfliip's thoughts 
and time are employed at prefent, you 
muft give me leave to interrupt them, and, 
which is worfe, for a trifle; though, by the 
accidents of time and party, of fome confe-, 
quence and great vexation to me. I am 
here at the head of three-and-twenty digni- 
taries and prebendaries, whereof the major 
part, differing from me in principles, have 
taken a fancy to oppofe me upon all occa- 
lions in the chapter-houfe ; and a ringleader 
among them hath prefumed to debate my 
power of propofing, or my negative, though 
it is what the Deans of this cathedral have 
poflefled for time immemorial, and what 
hath never been once difputed. Our con- 
flitution was taken from that of Sarum ; and 
the knowledge of what is pradifed there in 

* See the Bilhop's aiifwer to this letter in vol. I. 
p. 30. 

the 
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the like cafe would be of great ufe to me, I 

have written this poft to Dr. Yminger ♦, to 

defirc 

* IJean of SaHfbur\\ See vol. I. p* 30. — ^ Wfien 
** Dr. Younger was abroad upon his travels, he 
^'^afled fom6 time at the court of Hahdver^ 
**^hcrc he was well received and efteemed, by 
*' the Princefs Sophia and her family, befofp 
^^ ever they cime Into England, when George I» 
<^ fiicceeded tothfe throne. Dr. Younger was uczn 
*' 6f Salifbury, Rfefidentiary of St. Paul's, and De. 
** puty Clerk of the Clofct, in which ftation he had 
^^ ferved under yueen Anne, and was continued 
'^ under Gedr^e I. The Kirig was very glid to 
^^tenew )iis acqilaintance' with* hini; ahd ifi the 
*^ clofet, as he flood waiting behind his chair, 
^^ turned of^en, arid talked witli him ; and the 
'! more as Dr. Yolinger difl, \Mhat few could do^ 
<^ converfe ^ylth the King in ^igh Dutch* The 
*^ King uied td call hjm bh little Dearth and was 
^f fo condifcaiaing and grdcldus to hl'tii, kbat he 
** was looktJri fi\^6n^ in fonte mbafur6, ^s a ftV6ll- 
«^ rite, and likely to rife ,to higher preferrnent* 
<«' This wa^by no means agreeable to the Minif- 
<^ters; for Di". Younger Va^ repu'tiid tb be what 
<5 they called a Tory ; and a letter of office was 
<« fent to difmifs him, the King having no farther 
^^ occafion for bis fervicc. It was not long before 
«« the King mifled him, and aiked'^What was 
^^ become of his little Dean, that now he never 
*' faw him ?* — It was anfwercd, * That he was 
^' dead' — * Dead ! faid the King, I am forry for 
^* it ; for I meant to db fomething for hiiii/ This 
" the Minifters underftood well enough ; anci 
** therefore had removed him out of the way. 
7 " Svich 
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delire he would infonn me ill this matter ; 
but having only a flender acquaintance with 
hiih, I would beg your Lordfliip to fecohd 
my requeft, that the Dean would pleafe to 
let me know the pradtice of his cathedral and 
his power in this point. I would likeunfe 
defire your Lordfhip to let me know how it 
is at Weftminfter, and the two other Dean- 
ries you had, and in any other Cathedrals 
with whofe cuftoms you may be acquainted* 



<s 



Such an impofition, one would think, could 
*^ hardly be put upon any Prince. It was a bold 
*' ftroke, even When the King was a ftrangerto 
^^ our people, aiid a ftranger to our language i but 
** even then it did not efcape detection. For, 
*^ forhe time after, the King \a:tnt a progrefs into 
*^ the Weft of England; an4 among other places 
<^ was at SaJifbury, and in the cathedral there 
^* feeing the Dean, be called him eagerly up to 
^^ him, and faid, * My little Dean, I am glad to 
*^ fee you alive ; they told me you were dead : but 
^^ where have you been all this while, and what has 
*^ prevented my feeing you as ufual ?' He men- 
^^ tioned the letter Qf difmiffion he had re* 
*f ceived; and faid, ^He thought it would ill be- 
*^ come him after that to give his Majelly aily 
^^ further trouble.'—^ Oh V foid the King, warmly, 
^^ ^I perceive how this matter is; but— with an 
*^ oath— you ihall be the firft Bifliop that I will 
^* make/ But it happened that Dr. Younger, 
^^ being advanced in years, died before any Bi(hop, 
^^ fo that he never obtained the goodeffefts of the 
^^ Kiiig*s gracious intentions." Bp. Newton. 

Pra;y, 
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Pray, my Lord, pardon tliis idle requeft 
from one that love$ and efteems vou, as 
you know I do. I once thought it would 
never be my misfortune to entertain you at 
fo fcurvy a rate, at leaft not at fo great a dif- 
tance, or with fo much conftraint. 

*' Sis felix, noftrumque leves [I do not like 

** quicunque] laborem 
" Et quo fub coelo tandem quibus orbis in oris 
*^ Jaftemur, doceas*" 

The greateft felicity I now have is, that I 
am utterly ignorant of the moft public events 
that happen in the world ; ** MuUa gemens^ 
*^ ig72ominiam plagafque^^ Sec. I am, with 
the greateft refpeft and truth, my Lord, 
your Lordfliip's moft dutiful and moft hum- 
ble fervant, 

J. Swift. 



* This phrafe feems to have been deeply im- 
prefled on the Dean's mind. He ufes it again, in 
^ letter to Mr. Pope, 0<5t 30, 1727 ; " I forgave 
^* Sir Robert a thoufand pounds, mtiltagemens/* 



LET- 
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LETTER XX. 

»*• • r 

'^ ? ■•■• - ■ A_ ' / "* * 1 

Dean Swift to Bp. Atterbury. 

My %0RC, April X 8, 1716. 

1AM extremely obliged to your Lordfhip 
for the trouble you^avegivenyourfelf iiv 
aiiifwering at length a Vjery infignificant let- 
ter. I fhali entirely follow your Lordfliip's 
advice, to the beil of my fkill. Your conjec- 
ture from whence my difficulties take their 
rife are perfectly true. It is all party. But 
the right is certainly on my fide, if there 
W any thing in conftant immemorial cuf^ 
lorn. Befides, though the firft. fcheme oF 
ttiis cathedral wa« brought from Sarum, yet, 
by feveral fubfequent grants, , from Popes, 
Kings, Archbiihops, and Adts of Parliament, 
the Dean has greajt prerogatives. He vifits 
the Chapter as Ordinary, and the Archbifliop 
only vifits by the Dean. The Dean can fuf?* 
pend and fequefter any member, and punlflies 
all crimes except herefy, and one or tjvo 
niore referved fcJr the Archbifhop. No leafe 
can be let without him. He holds a court- 
leet in his diftri£t, and is exempt from the 
Lord Mayor, &c. ^No Chapter can be called 
but by him, and he diflblves them at plea- 
fure. He difpofes abfoltitcly of the Petty 
Voip.IL * * E Canons 
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Canons and Vicafs Chord ^cos. AH tbr 
Dignitaries, &c. fwcar canonical obedience 
to him. Thefe circumftances put together* 
I prefume, may alter the cafe m your. l*ord* 
fliip*s judgement. However^ I ihalt^ as your 
Lordfliip dire^s mp, do my utmoft to divert 
this^ controveriy as much as I cam. 1 muft 
add one thing, that no Dignitary can pre- 
side without a power 6:0m the Dean, who^ 
in his abfence, makes a Sub-dean, and limits 
him as he pleafes. And fo much for Dean- 
ries, whith 1 hope I fliall never trouble your 
llordfhip with again • 

I fend this inclofed, and^ without fiiper- 
fcriptlon, to be fent or delivered t« you by a 
famous friend of mine, and devoted fervaut 
bfyour Loirdfhip^s. 

1 congratulate with England for jpming 
With us here in the fbllowfliip oi flavery. \t 
is not fb terrible a thing as you. imagine ; we 
liave long lived under it,^ and whenever you. 
are difpofed to know how you ought to be- 
have yourfelves in your new condition, you 
need go no further than me for a dixeftor* 
But becaufe we ara refolved to go beyond 
you, we have traniinitted a bill to England, ta 
be returned here, jgivlng the government, and 
6x. o£ the council^ powet for threp years, t^ i 

imprJ"^ 




nHtbovl^ m^ tmi «f «xammafito« « tti4 1 o;^ 
p«ll to b& J«»9rif tb« £fil of thofo opas 
mhom thi« iwv witt be estfuteii We^ huve 
a4^ om^nt ^94 iu t)^ bvikie^ of Bon 

f\gk ooe * wboi» yoB wpbW iim allwr » Cut 
rtie in tbe f»aJkft of ywr pai?ifl»s, P«m 
}r«vur XiOyd^ffi ki¥yvr that^ as lavc;]! as I hav« 

J^uTaQ^l \}ii^ip?&3 ahoi^t ibmc repom ifeh 
JfttingfQ 8 |>i?rfen i that you and I love yetj 
mrifU ? I have writ to a lady J upon that fiib- 

* Dr. Cbirk;a GaK, biltop of lyil^J^ft. 
; jf When th^ Incurable breach arpfc betwpcsti 
the twa great minifters of Queen Anne, Biihdp 
Atterbury took a decided pa^t wkk Bolkg^brokc* 
Ott,(lMs occafipn Mr. Lewis tellsDr. Swift [Aug. io> 
1 7i43 " Th{5 earth has not produced fuch mpnft^rs 

ajs ^fercurialis [BoIiB^broke^ and bis compg- 

nxQn rrjarqourtj^ and the prelate [ Attcrb\iry]» 
•* The laft pp<enhr avows he never had obli^tioas 
** to the 4ragpn||Oxford], $iad loads him with \^n 
^^ thoufaod crinaes ; though his greateil, in reality, 
•^ was prcfetring him." 

J Lady Bplingbroke; who, in her anfwer^ 
dated Aug. 4, 1716, fiiys, '* To my misfortuivB# 
^ I anj ml kept }n town, {pliciting qiy unfortji- 
^* nate bufiqei^. I have fpupd great layout froiffi 
^^his Majefty. But' foffa i* a tedious thing. » 
♦* wait upon. Since it is aay fiate, I miift hear it 
i^ wUhpatifiBce^ a^ pet;f«&jarif J cjaj ftr there 

E 2 ^^13 
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jcft, and am impatient for ati an(wer. I am 
gathering tip a thoufand ptonrids, and intend to 
finiiK my life upon the in tereft of it in Wales.! 

God ALMidHTY preferve your Lordlhip 
miferis fuccurnrt rebus^ whether you undisr- 
flrand or relifh Latin or nO. - But it is a great 
deal your fault if you fufferus all to be undone \ 
^forGod never give fuch talents without ex^^ 
feeing they Jhould be ujed to preferve tf nation. 
There is a Do&or * in your neighbourhood 
to whoip I am a very humble fervant. I afti, 
with great refpeft, your Lordfhip's nioft du- 
tiful, &c, \ J. Swift. 

Some perfons go this fummer for Eng- 
land ; and if Dr. Younger be talked with, 
I hope you will ib order it that it may.' not he 
to my difadvantage +. , . . 

** is aothing like following bufinefs one's felf. I 

" am unwilling to ftir without the feals, which J 

*' hope to have foon. I hope, one time or other, 

** his majefty will find my lord has been mifrepre- 

' ^' fented ; . andi by that means, he may, be r?- 

'' ** ftored to his country once more with honour; 

*' or elfe, however harlli it may found out 'of my 

** mouth, I had rather wear black.*', r ' 

^ * Dr. R. Freind; from whom there is a letter 

to Swift in the Dean's Works, ln:which he fays, 

^« The Bifliop [Atterbury] and niiy brother are 




gitefe.how fo'ori that may happ 
4* Q^ An exchange for the Deanryof Sa:rum^ 
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Dean Swjft to Bp. Atterbury. 

» 

MY LORD, Dublin, July 18, 1717* 

SOME perfons of diftindlion, lately come 
from England, and not unknown to. 
your Lordftiip, have made me 'extremely 
pleafed and proud, by telling me that your 
Lordihip was fo generous as to .defend me 
^gainft an idle ftqry that paflcd in relation to 
a letter of mine to the Archbifliop of Dublin, 
I have cotrefponded for ipany years with his 
Grace, though we generally differed in poli- 
ticks, and therefore our letters had often a 
good mixture of controverfy. I confefs like- 
wife that I have been his Grace's advocate^ 
where he had not many others. About nine 
months ago I writ a letter to him in London 
(for in my little ftation it is convenient there 
ihould be fome commerce between us) ; and 
in a (hort time after I had notice from fe- 
yeral friends, that a paffage in my letter was 
^wn ^ to feyeral perfons, and a confequence 

E 3 drawn 

* ^M am told, the archbilhop of Dublin Ihews 
^ a letter of yours, reflefting on the high-flying 

<^ clergy. 
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drawn from tjience, that I was wholly gonci 
over to other principles more in faihion, and 
wherein I might better find my account,^ I 
negleded tliis report, as thinking it might 
foon die ; but found it gathered ftrength, 
and iptead to Oxford, and this kingdddd \ 

mdiomt gmjckmen^ who Ittdy Arrive^ tt^tct 
a(fiured me tbfy htd if^ftt it an ^hun4red ^itnl^ 
wifii dl the circumftanfM of difadvtintii^ 
th^ f^rt ufually tacked to foch ftoriM by t^. 
grcQt candQur of m^$^ind« , tt 0iouid feei^ 
« if J were fortnehody of importance § and if 
ib^ I (bould think th^e wiifhes not only (^my 
liien^fe, but of my party^ migHt difpdfe 
them rather to belifeve me iiinocew, tbat^ 
opndemn me unheal-d. Upon th6 fit^ ifitel-? 
Hgence I had of this tJ^ir, 1 made n ^iit tqi 
p5coUeA the ^liy paffagfe in that letter which 
could be any way iiahlfe to rnifijiterpretatioii^ 
I toi[d the Atchbi^op— wtj lij^d i^n ^ccgrunt of 
a fett of people in Londol^i whp wpre ere^-? 
mg a nevy churph^ i^poti t^e maxim tha| 
45very thing wc^s ypid/fincethe Revolution, 
\n the phurd^ a? y^reU as the ftate— that 0\\ 
priejfts muft be re-ordained, t»flK!)j)S Ugaiti 

ff clergy, I fapcy you have writ to him iia an 
*^ ircnicd ftvle, and that he woiild have ic other- 
" wife underftpod.'' Mr, Lewis to Dean £w^t^ 

Jan. 12, \^l(!'^^^ 
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t^nfecrated, and in like maimer of the reft-— 

tbit I knew not what there was tn it of 

fimth— that it was impoffible fuch.a fchcme 

ihould evo* pafs— *-and that I believed if the 

Court, upon this occaiion, would fhew fomt 

good-will to the church, difcourage thcrffe 

'^^ho ill-treated the dergy, &c. it would be 

e moft popular thing they could thbjc of.-*-* 

keep no copies of letters ; but this^ I atn 

^i^onfident, was the fobftancc of what I wrote ; 

^nd that every other line in the letter which 

^mentioned public affairs would have atoned 

^or this, if it had been a crime, as I think 

St was not in that junSure, whatever m^ 

4be my opinion at prefent:; for, I confefs, my 

iriioughts change every week, like thdfe of a 

^an in an incurable confumption, who diuly 

finds himielf more and niore decay* 

The trouble I now give your Lordfliip is 
an ill return to your goodnefs in defending 
^ toe ; but it is the ufual reward of gopdnefs^ 
and therefore you muft be content. In the 
mean time, I am in an hopeful fituation^ 
torn to pieces by pamphleteers and libellers 
on that fide the water, and by the whole 
body of the ruling party on this; againft 
which all the obfcurity I live in will not de- 
fend me. Since I came laft to this kingdom^ 

E4 it 
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it hath been the conftant advice of all my* 
church- friends, that 1 fliould be more cau- 
tious. To oppofe me in every thing relating 
to my flation, is made a merit in my Chap-? 
ter ; and I (hall probably live to make fome 
Bifliops as poor, as Luther made many rich. 
I profefs to your Lordlhip, that what I have 
been writing Is only with regard to the good 
opinion of your Lordfhip, and of a very few 
others with whom you will think it qf any 
confequence to an honeft man that he (hould 
be fet right. I am forry that thofe who call 
thcmfelves Churchmen (hould be induftrious^ 
to have it thought that their number is leflen-. 
ed, even by fo inconfiderable an one as my- 
felf. But I am fufficiently rccpmpenfcd, that 
your Lordfliip knows me beft, to whom I 
am fo ambitious to be beft known. God be 
thanked, I have but a few to fatisfy. The 
bulk of my cenfurers are ftrangers, or ili 
judges, or worfe than either ; and if they 
will not obey your orders to corredt theic 
fentiments of me, they will meet their pu- 
nifhment in your Lordfhip*s difapprobation ; 
which I would not incur for all their good 
words put together, and printed in twelve 
volumes folio. I am, with great refpeft, 
my Lord, ygur Lordfhip's moft dutiful, and 

moll humble fervant, ' J. Swift t 

. / . < • . . . > . . . ^ •^ , . t 
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LETTER XXII. 

Mr. Pkjor to Bp. Atterbury, ^ 

M Y DEAR LOR D, Weftminfter, Aug. 15, 1718^ 

MR, Clough (my godfon) whom, ac- 
cording to my promife made for him 
it the font, I have not only bred a Chriftian, 
but a Clergyman, tells me, that the vica- 
rage of Dart ford is vacant, by the death of 
Mr. Price ; and that he has a mind to fucceed 
him iH a place which may give him oppor- 
tunity of doing good, and learning more fo 
to do, by being under your Lordfliip's jurif- 
diftion and government. If your Lordfhip 
is of the fame opinion, 1 hope he will obtain 
jvhat he defires, and I believe deferves ; and 
I am fure my writing in his behalf will do 
him no difTervice. I would add more, but by 
a confounded diftemper (which we phyficians 
call Morbus Cholera^ ^ and which you divines 
would heretofore have been addi^ed to think 
thepofleffion of devils), I can hold my pen 
PO longer than to fay, dum fpiritus has reget 
4trtus^ I am entirely^ my good Lord, yours, 

M. PRioir. 

* Flux and vomiting. Wejleyi i 

LET* 
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LETTER XXin. 
Bp* Atteebury to Mn P^ioit. 

DEAR SIR, Bromley, Aug. t4, 171^. 

THE firft news I heard of your being ill| 
was under yoqr own hand. It wa$ -t 
pleafure to me to find that the worft of your 
iUnefs was over. I am well acquainted with 
that dxAemper, having fmarted feverely under 
it myfelf ; and depend upon it, it is an tc- 
quaintance that will not eafiiy be (hook off: 
You will hear more of it, if you give it the 
leaft encouragement to tenew its viiita. ]^t 
temperance, good hours, and a little exerqiie 
(to all which you are well inclined), will keep 
it at a diftance<. Mr. Clough, as early as be was^ 
came too late. I had already difpoied of thp 
living *. However, I frankly faid to himi 
what I now fay to you, that, if I had not been 
engaged, I ihould not have been willing to 
give it him. It is a vicarage in a great market* 
town, which requires perpetual reiidencci 
and he has another vicarage, which, with 
his minor^canonry +, is pf a value equal to 

^ To Mn Charles Chambers, who was collated 
to it Sept. 20, 1718. 

•f Of Rochefter, by which Dean apd Chapter 
Mr. John Clough was prelcnted to the vicarage of 
Aihford in Kent, in Auguft^ 1721. He die4 
Pec. 4, 1 7 64* • 

that 



that t^ Daixford^ ind which he h^ ^n* 
ChDUghts of quittuig, t^t ho]mi to brve 
iX^de jb^ condiftent. That is a Schcale 
iw4ikh I (^n no waj approre^ efpeciaUjr ki a 
j^Uftg^ugle man, irho dq^ not want a to* 
lerable fupport ; for he has a good ^f % koo pet 
{annum tiow coming iii« So muok for his 
Stf^ir, ^pon which I can fully ju3ftify tnfftM 
idiea I fee your-^^ut when will that ht* 
Do you remember the folemn promife you, 
inada G^c of coming over hither this fummM ? 
Yew l»ay« but 9^ little time kft /to keep your 
ififiDrd ia. I have expected you with impa-s 
f lence ; my peaches and ne£tarines hung on 
the triees for you till they rotted ; and one o£ 
my poetical neighbours, who oblerved my 
uneaiinef^, and thought I liked your com- 
pany better thajj his, applied thefe vcjrfes oF 
Virgil to iT>e : . 

MirabajT^quid ^c^^jU Deps, f rami fee ^ vocates : 
Cui pendere fua patereris in iiirborc poma. 
Tityrus hiric ^berat : ipfe te, Tityre, piius, 
Ij^ te Ibntes, ipfa haec arbufta yocabant^t 

^ Oftj AmarylHs^ I witM wonder heard 
Thy VtAvs tJo heaven in foft diftrefs preferred : 
With wonder oft t}iy lingering fruits furvey'd ; 
^orknew for whom the bending branchesftay*d a 
'Twas Tityrus was away— for thee detained, 
^he pines, the Ihri^bs^ the bubblingfprincs com* 
plaifl'dj ' pr, Warton. 

And 
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And what ^xcufe fhall I make for Tityrus j 
that he^ nc^eded his little friends for the 
fekc of his great ones, that he was paying 
his court, and getting the colic ? You know 
what Tityrus fays for hiipfelf in the lines 
that follow I . 

^ Quid facercm ? nequo fervitio me exire licebat, 
Ncc tarn praefentes alibi cognofcere divQS *• 

Would I could fay of any one of thofe dhi 
in your name, as he does in his own, 

Ille meas errare boves, utcernis, et ipfum * 
Ludere qute vellem calamo permifit dgrefii ^ ! 

Thofe t\v^o words qua vellem touch me to the 
very heart : they are worth the whole eclogue. 

* 

You fee what a deluge pf Latin poetry you 
hfive drawn on yourfelf, by that' half line pf 
Virgil at the end of yoyr letter. I cannot 
end mine without obferving to you upon it 
the advantage which the copy in this cafe ha? 
over the originaU Virgil, in thofe five little 
words, dum fpirilus hos reget attus^ has ex- 

* What could I do ? where elfe expeft to find 
One giimpfe of freedom, or a god fo kind ? 

Dr. Warton# 

f He gave my oxen, as thou fee'ft, to ftray. 
And me, at eafe, my favourite ftrains to play. 

Ibid. 

. ., .pi-efled 



preffed the whole force of a line and half m 
omer, . - yi . . x ^ vi, 

Regftattus takes in all that Homer 'lildMhs, 

aiid leaves outTnothtng.buttKe partfculaiJriipiP 

*^5on of pikx t^/oIJaj {fHeidly;icnees^^ 

^^dds/not to the: beauty or. ftfep^h'ofi tb« 

lage, and is therefore better ooiiurd tbaiK 

:xpreffed. ; , '\ ' . . IT .v JrcJ 

The rife of thi^ 'r^fleaioh^^ Vs'ftorri tHtt 
jout, which has at pirefeht laid^ hold of nie; 
*:<hould it take away the ufe of niy'^iXa ^^viQeci 
^ihaiald be neverthelcfsydiir^, becaufelarfl 
^ib while I breathe. * *• ' \ ^^ 

' To-day, to-morrptv,' dway^'; ' at Brom- 
ley, at Wetttoinfter, every where ; iii Greek^ 
^tiljatin, inEngii(h> and (ivhich is' more) iii 
'good earneft fl]litii,^SU^^^ hunji- 

tle'fervant, ^^ "^" ■ '^'^ 'Fit; RbFi^EN- 

.* " Whilft life-$ waf m ipirit beats within my, 
^ /^breaft.** ' ^ ^ / ^ ,> ?ope. 

Lftefally, ' ' ^ ^'Y. - /'. ? ". * 
7 -.: ! — rwhile bncaih Iwvthimiiiy'brialbginiaittt, 
? . .And moves my/frierujly l^aetf . , ; - ; « 






.rf-'The Bilhop |^ijK>^Pi;^or Jjeje ^pt |Iw^^$lj 
*tTiefe good terms,'*" oeeHvhat nis Lofdnifp fays" 



Qn 
of 
tim, after his death, in a letter to Pope, in the 
firft volume of this colleftion;, P- 79* 

LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Mr<^ Pitioa to Bp. Atterbury^ 

YOU faave done, » jbu do oommady^ 
v^jgr i%kt m CloughV afitur ^ orv if 
jpcm ^d.nqt, I forgave you all^ ^ dMikihdi' 
jMfi of jKMir letter; and will tell you ,ifi on 
Saturday. The word Francifce was wof tfa 
ten o£ yoiM^t n^after s %iu9 ' n}fllm\ ^ind gave 
xne rapi;? ^^Il^t thaA a whole efilAk iirfHB 
anry hand «lCb» Why do oot I write mow 8» 
jfQu? Bi^cavife yw wjriie top well forfi^^of 
any body elfe. And, though I cannot riglitilf 
cxprefe it, I mean to fay fomethipg, by \s4Mch 
you would underftand that I doubt whether 
X naore ^dmke or love you. pray turoth?* 
thought in your own way, and then let nap 
iay X wrote it. You cannot oblige me more, ^ir 
cept by continuing to me the honour of your 
frien^hlp. I am well again, but have left 
London for a day or two ; that, with VPf 
dear Locd Bathurft, I may get iomething 
better than the coltc. Adieu, my Lord: I 
am «ves and eatircly yours, M* Priq«« 



s 
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LETTER XXV. 
Mt.Tom to R>« Attrrbitrt. 

i/iy L O R D^ [Stanton Hawotitt, J Soft. ^ f fW^" ' 

''HAVE loag had a defire to write to jwuf. 

^ LDrdihip, though I cannot imagine t» 
what enid; fince it is not any thing I caktiky 
upon paper th^ can give ywt any title to nw 
which you have not already, or (I hope) tell 
you any part of my refpeft or efteem wMch 
yoa know not already* Bnt 1 have got a ibit 
nf afirbjed for blotting this, hy mestns of aa 
aecideat which has happened here : a your^g; 
maun and wonian were deilx^dtyed by one fim3k» 
i>£^ llghtnki^ who were contrafifced in mar- 
tiage foroe days before *^ They were people 

♦ The mcfettcholy fate of thcfe lovers ?s thus^ 
l^athetically related by Mr. Gay : 

^* Stantx>n-Harcotirt, Aug..^^ lyiS^ 
** The only news, that you caa cxped: to haVtC 
^ from me here is news frem beaveiiy, for I ami 
^ ouite GTut of the world, and there is fcarce aojr 
^ thing can reach me, except the noife of thua^- 
** dcr,, which undoubtedly you have heard too* 
^We have read in oid authors of Jaightowera^ 

** levelled 



i 
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of a very good charafter ; yet the country 
here are ready to rife agaiuft their minifter 



*^ levelled by it to the g;rbiind, while the humble 
'* valleys have efcaped : the only thing that is 
**^ro9f /againft it is the laurel, which, however, 
♦* I take to be no great fecurity to the brains of 
** modern authors. But to let you fee that thei 
^icontrary to this often happens, I, mud acquaint 
*f.you, that the highell and moft extravagant heap 
*' of towers in the univerfe, which is in this neigh- 
^* boili^hood, Hand ftill undefaced, while a cock 
*• of barley in our next field has been confumed 
^* to alhes. Would to God that, this heap of 
*^ barley had been all that had perifhed ! for tiA* 
** happily beneath this little Ihelter fit two much 
^' more conftant lovers than ever were found ia 
1^ romance under the fliade of a beech-tree. John 
•* Hewet was a well-fet man of about five arid 
^^ twenty ; Sarah Drew might be rather called 
5^ comely than beautiful, and was about the fame 
*^ age. They had pafled through the various la- 
^^ hours of the y^ar together, with the greateil 
** fatisfafiion ; if Ihe milked, it was his morning 
" and evening care to bring the cows to her hand ^ 
f^ It was but laft fair that he bought her a present 
*^ of green filk for her ftraw hat, and the pofic on 
** her filver ring was of his chufing. Their lovi 
^^ was the talk of the whole neighbourhood; for 
*^ fcandal never affirmed, ^hat they had ariy oflier 
*^ views than the lawful polfeffion of each oth^r 
*^ in marriage. It was that very motning that hb 
** had obtained the confent of her parents; arid*Jt 
^Vwas but till the next week that they were to 
** wait to be happy. Perhaps in the intervals bf 

'* their 
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fer illotijring thfeui Chriftiaii btirkl. Thty 
trla^lttst g<st it bbt of their h^ds but fo tt- 

tn^rkiabre 

f/ their wcik t&ey were now talking of their wed- 
** 'diti]^ fcfoathsi ^n'd jfohh Was Ibiting fevferal iToJrti 
*^ t)f ^ppiiid and fidd-ffowers to her c6mplexiohj 
*/ to chufe her a knot fpr the wedding-day. While 
** they were thus Buiied (it was on the laft of July 
^ ^em^^ W6 ihld three id the Afternoon) the 
f * clouds grew black, and fuch a florm of light- 
^* ning and thunder enfued, that all the labourers 
^* made the beft of their way to what ihelfer the 
^j^ trc«s and hedges afforded* Sarah was frighted, 
I* and Fell down in a fwoon on a hea|) of barley, 
** John, who iie^'er feparated From her. Fat dowij 
by her fide, haying raked together two or three 
heapsj the belter t6 Ftcure her From the ftorm* 
** Immediately there WkS heard Fo loud a crack, as 
•^ if heaven had fplit afunder ; every one was how 
'^ folicitbUs For the fafety oF his neighbour, dnd 
•• called to one inotheir thiroughout the field : no 
•* ahfwet beiilg Trefcumed t6 thoFe who called to 
** our lovers, they ftept to the place where they 
^* lay.; they perceived the barley all in a Fmoke, 
*f and then fpied this Faithful paiir : John with one 
^* arm abobt Sarah's neck, and the other held over 
** Jier, as to fkreeri her From the. lightning. They 
*^ were ft ruck dead, and ftifFened in this tender 
^ pofture. Sarah's left eye-brow wais finged, and 
*^ there appeared a black Fpot on her breaft : her 
** lover was all over black, but not the leaft figns 
•* oF liFe were Found in either. Attended by their 
** melancholy companions, they were conveyed 
** to the town, and the next day were Interred in 
^* Stanton •Har court church-yard. My Lord Har-» 
Voi.^ II F '' court. 
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ijiarkable a death was a judgeiiient from God^ 
It is pkafant enough to confider, that pecqplc 
who fancy themfelves good Chriftians (hould- 
be fo abfurd as to thuik the fanme misfortunes, 
when they befall others, a punifliment of 
vice ; and, when they happen to themfelves, 
an exercife of virtue. I would try to do fomc 
fcrvice in procuring the foUowiug epitaph * to 

be 

*^ court, at Mr. Pope's and my requcft, has caufed 
'^ a ftone to be placed over them, upon condition 
'* that we furniihcd the epitaph, which is asfol- 
" lows : 

^« When Eaftcrn lovers feed the funeral fire, 
^' On the fame pile the faithful pair expire : 
^^ Here pitying heaven that virtue mutual found, 
^' And blafted both, that it might neither wound. 
^^ Hearts fo fincere th'Almighty fawwell-pleas'd, 
^* Sent his. own lightning, and the victims feiz'd. 

•^ But my Lord is apprehenfivc the country people 
** jvill not underftand this,' and Mr. Pope lays he 
*' will make one with fomcthing of frripture in it, 
*^ and with as little of poetry as Hopkins and 
'" Sternhold.'' 

^^ The epitaph, as placed in the parifh church, 
'was this : 

*' Near this place lie the bodies of 
y ' *^ John Hewht and Mary Drew, 

*' an induftrious young mian 
.," and virtuous maiden -of this parifh; 

*« Who 
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DC fet over thqm, or fomething to this pur- 
pbfe. I fend it to your Lprdlhip for your 
opinion *> both as to the doftrinc and the 

poetry ; 

• .• ' > • ^ 
'. •>.•.■ ,1 

'^ Who being at harveft-worfc 
^* (\vith fevcral others) 
^^ were in one inftant killed by lightning 
" the bft day of Juljr, 1718. 

^^ Think not by rigorous judgenient feiz'd 
•^ A pair fo faithful could expire ; 

'* Vidtims fo pure Heaven faw well pleased, . 
*^ And fnatch'd them in ceieftiail fire. , 

. ■ * ' * 

'^ Live well, and fear n6 fudden fate ; , 
*^ When God tails Virtue to thfe grave; 

** Alike 'tis jaftice, fobn or latp ; 
** Mercy alike t6 kill or fave ! 

^^ Virtue UnttlclvM cari hesfr the call; ^ 

*^ Arid face the flalh that meks the ball !*• 

. In the church of Stanton-Harcbiirt is alfo Pope'5 
epitaph on the grandfather of tHe prelent earl. 

' ** Thefe linfe^, in Pope's Letter to the Bifliop, 
ard exaftly the fame as thofe printed in the preced- 
ing note. 

Mr. Pope feeni^ td have bderi very foHcitous 
about this epitaph, arid to HaVe entered deeply 
into thd diftrefs of the yoiing lovers. By the fbU 
lowing letter to hirh from Lady Wortl^y Monta- 
gu, it appears, that L^dy hdd alfo beeii confylteii 
bn thelubjedt : 

'^ Dover, Nov. i, O. S. 17 1 8, 

^* I HAVE this minute received ^ letter gf 

'• yours fent me from Paris. - 1 believe and Hope I 

Fa " IhaU 



pdetty { a^ t ahi figtf tettsani fidthlng is c$tli^ 
Ht hr ki» church 6r ttHe piAlkfk <<rhicfe iy fldt 
igitdihlfe t6 ycto fchtirfitnt^. 

1 beg 

^* Ihall very fpon fee both y6U and Mf • Congreve ; 
<• but as I am. here in an ma, where we day to 
^^ regulate 6ur march to London, bag and bag- 
** gage, I flialt employ fome of my ieilure time in 
•• aniweriitg that part of yoursi that feeifts to rdquire 
^* an anfwer. 

^* t muft applaud your goOd*nattii^ \ti fuppoifng 
^^ that your paltoral lovers Yvulgatly calted hay- 
*• makers) W6\lld havd lived in cverlafting Joy Jtad 
•* harmony^ if the lightning had not iiiteirrupted 
^' their fcheme Qf happinefs. I fee no ic^bn 
*« to imagine, that John Hughes f Hewet] ihd Sarah 
** Drew wefe either wifer or more virtuous dian 
•* theif neighbours!. Thait a well-fet man of twcn- 
** ty-five fliould have a fancy to marry a brown 
^ Wom^n of eighteen, h nothing fnarvellotii ; and 
** I cannot help thinking, that, had they marrittf} 
** their lives would have paffed in the common 
^ track with their fellow-pariMoners. His en- 
** deavOuring to Ihield her from a ftorm was a na- 
«^ tural aftion, and what he would have qertainly 
^^ done for his horfe^ if he had been in the famd 
•• ^tuation. Neither am I of opinion that thei? 
*' fudden death was a reward of their mutual vir- 
f ' tue. You know the Jews were reproved for 
4^ thinicing a village defboyed by fire more wicked 
*^ than thofe that had efcaped the thunder. Time 
•^ and phancfe happen to all men. Since you 
** defire me to try my ikill in kti epitj^h, I think 

«thf 






I beg yoji, my Lord, not to ipare me oife 
i^ord that ip put in for the fake 9f rhim^. | 

k4ow 

f»p9t |b poetical ^ ypur^. 

** t^ere lie Joha Hpgbjes * an<J Sarah Drew ; 
^* Perhaps youll fay. What's that to you ? 
^ Believe me, friend, much may be uiid 
^f On that poor couple that are dea4* 

On Sunday wu they fhoujd havp lu^rf icd ; 

But fee how oddly things are carried 1 
f* Oh Thurfiiay laft it rain'd and lightened': 
f^ Theft tender Ipveri?, fadly fright^n'd, 
f ^ Shelter -d beneath the cocking hay^^ 
•* In hopes to pais the time away» 
** But the bold thunder found them out 
f • (ppmmiffion'd foj: that end, no d9ubt) | 
*^ And, feizing on their trembling breathy 
*' Confign'd them to the fliades of death. 
'^ Who knows if ^twa^ not kindly doDft ) 
^f For, had they feeti the wext yefir'$ fi^, v^ 

** A beaten wife and cuckold fwain 
** Had jointly cursed the marriage chain t 
*^ Now they are happy in their doom, 
^f Fqr PojpE has wrote upon their tomlj.** 

** I confpfs thefe fentiments are npt altq^ther 
** fo heroic as yours -f* ; but I hope you wifl for- 
** give them, in favour of the two lafk lines* You 
*f fee how much I eftcem the honour you have 

V donp theoi ; though I am npt v«ry inm^tieijt to 
^f h%ye the ISme, and had rather. cqatSue to bp 

I" Th^y >yei^ certainly in every relp^ft ij^f(^ci9kri and tu0i-^ 
ievcrc an^ awful fubj«^ into a ridiculous joke.^ 

f 3 •* yout 
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^now you Will be ib gentle to the mqdcrr^ 
Goths and Vandals, as to allow them to put 
^ few rhimes upon tombs, or over doors, 
where they have not room to write much, 
and may have hopes to make rhime live by 
f he jTiateriaJ it is graved upon. In return ^ I 
promise yovjr Lordlhip, as foon as Homer is 
tranflated, to allow it unfit for long works ; 
hut to fay fo at prefent would be what your 
fecopd thoughts could never approve of; be- 
paufe it would be a profufion of repentance 
and cppViflion, and yet a perfeyerance in fhe 
im, ; I 

T I 

J have lived' where I have done nothing 
but (imjed, that is, rhimed, thefefix weeks*, 
J dare not approach you till the fit is over. I 
th^nk-God, I find the fymptoms almoft gone, 

i^nd 

f^ your ftupid, Uving^ humble fervant, than be 
^i celebrated by ajll t)ie pens in Europe. 
, f ^ I would write to Mr. Congreve ; but fuppofe 
r y^H m\] F?^4 f}^^ F^ ^W> f* ^e enquires after 

* Jn one of^thg three rooms of the tower ^t 

"Sfantbrt-Harl^odrt' Mr. Pope 'firiiflied, in the^year 

17x8^ the fifth yojume of his Homer, in his two 

•furiinlers'^ fetlrcroent here,^ as, appears by the foj- 

JoW^g infcription, v^'ritten with ^ diamond, on a 
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and may therefore foon expeft to pafs my 
time much more; agreeably in London or at 
Bromley. I beg you to think me, what I 
am moft proud and pleafed to be thought, 
my Lord, your moft obliged, and moft faith- 
ful humble fervant, A. Pope. 



LETTER XXVL . 

Bp. Atterbury to Mr. Pope. 

SIR, Bromley, Sept. 12, 171S, 

I Received here this morning a Letter from 
you, without any account of the pl^ce 
from whence it was written. I fuppofe you 
thought this a notable contrivance to efcape 
an anfvver^ I have ill-nature enough to take 
a pleafure in defeating that defigd, and will 
therefore guefs, as well as 1 can, where you 
are, and venture •a letter at random : but I 

piece of red ftained glafs, now in the pofleffion of 
Lord Nunehani : 

** In the year 1718 

** Alrxander I^ope 

" Finilhed here the 

*' Fifth Volume of Homer," 

His friend Gay fpent his time at Coqkthorp, 
another feat of Lord Harcourt's, two miles diftant. 

F 4 hope, 
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hope, through my Lord Harcourt's cover, it 

• • • • . 

may poffibly reach you. If it does, I hava 
my revenge, a principle which, on this par- 
ticular occafion, I am not a(hamed to own. 

In good earneft, Sir, I was pleafed to fco 
a letter from you ; and pleafed with the fob* 
je£l: of that letter. Chriftianity is the beft- 
natured inftit\it;on in the jyorld, and is fb 
far from allowing fuch barfh cenfures, that it 
has directly forbidden then;, and exprefsly 
decided agaiaft them. You know the paf* 
fage : " Suppofe ye that thefe Galilaeans 
*^ were finners above all Galilaeans, becaufc 
*^ they fuffered fuch things ? I tell you nay; 
** but except ye repent, ye Ihall all likewife 
*^ perifh." What think you of letting the 
minifter of the parifh contribute this, as his 
ihare, tpwards an infcriptioix on the grave- 
ftone, and as a proper rebuke to his cenfur- 
ing neighbours, worthy of being infcribed, 
not on fuch a, monument only, but on the 
heart of every one that owns himfelf a G]^?:if- 
tian ? How far this profe, and your poetry, 
a verfe of fcripture, and the ftanzas you fent 
roe, are ftt to keep 9omp^ny with each 
other, I pretend not to fay ; but fure I am, 
that the words are weighty. 

You 
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You are too good to me to think that my 
reii(h of fuch performances is enough to make 
xne capable of advifing you ; or if I were, yet 
jpiy partiality in behalf of whatever you 
write, would fteal away my judgement* 
However, fince you are fo civil, and feem fo 
fincere, I will try for once to diveft m3rfelf 
of fuch prejudices, and will venture to tell 
you my mind of what you know fo much 
better than I do. If I fhew my unikilfulnefs, 
1 fhall y6t give you a proof of nay friendfhip^ 
^nd an inftance of the ppwer you have ovcif 
jne# Perhaps there is nobody but you th%^ 
co\ild fo eafily hav^ led me into fo gi^^9t ^ 
iniftaket Ufe your influence gently, if yjo}f 
intend to preferve it. 

][ like the lines well : they are yours^ au^ 
they are good ; and on both thef«^ accounts 
:^re very welconae tp me. You know my 
9pinion, that poetry, without z ^noral^ if a 
body without a fouL Let the lines h^ ntVAT 
fo finely turned, if they do not point to fon^ 
ufeful truth, if there \^ not iu^n^dlipijj at the 
bottom of them, they can give no true delight 
fo a reafonable mind. They are, 

*f Y?rfu5 ipopes rerum, nug«gue cattora; f 

and 
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and as fuch they may tinkle prettily In the 
cars, but will never reach the heart, or leave 
a. durable imp r^flion behind them, 
. Nobody that reads what you have written 
will blame you in this rcfpedt; for it is all 
oyer morality from the beginning to the end 
of it ; and it pleafes me the better, becaufe I 
i^ncy it drawn from, the fources of Horace ; 
i^r I cannot help thinking that his 

** Si fradtus illabatur orbis, 
** Impavidum fcrient ruinae,** 

was (whether you attended to it, or no) the 
Original from which your two laft verles 
ivere copied.- I wifh you* had prepared the 
way for the latter of them, as he has done 
for the idea given us hy fraSius illabatur orbis^ 
which is ftrong enough to fupport that which 
follows, Impavidum ferient rulna ; whereas 
you melt the ball at once, without giving 
\3S any warning ; and are led on the fudden 
from a particular account to the general con- 
flagration ; and that too is to be effefted by a 
fiajh^ a word not ecjual to the work on which 
it is employed. * 

Pardon this freedom. But my pld mafter, 
Rofcommbn, has an expreffion which \ al- 
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ways looked upon as very happy and figni- 

ficant : v 

*^ He who proportioned numbers can difclofc;'- 

and without that juft proportion nothing is 
truly admirable. 

Will you forgive me, if I add, that melting 
the ball^ without that preparation I mentioned, 
is too apt to lead us into the image of a fnow- 
ball. Waller, I am perfuaded, for the fako 
of the F and the B (of which he was re- 
markably fond) would have chofen to fay, 

" And face the flaih that hums the ball." 

I am far from propofing this as an im- 
provement. I do not think it fuch ; or, if 
It were, I would not offer it, for where the 
images themfelves are not well fuited, it is in 
yain to alter a particular expreffion.' 

I know not whither -I am going in this 
.track of criticifm, to which I have been long 
ja ftranger \ but fince I am in for it, Pergtte^ 
Pier ides. 

In the firft flaijza I muft take the liberty 
;to objedl zgzm^i Jo faithful and^c^ pure ; becaufe 
they are fo near to one anatber, and yet be- 
long to different fentences. Npr can I ap- 
prove that confufion of ideas which feems 
to be in the two lajfl lines, Elijah indeed 



7^ f^E^f i»f T9 A^i^ 

was fii^p^e^ ^ in ^ ^ariot of fire ; h\i% 
pure vi^tms confumed by fire from beaye^ 
canqot he iajd ta be fpatche^ up ig i^. Ha« 
the yvx)rd qel^af^ m the 4th Uj>e^ ^ny for9? J 
If heaven fnatches them up m fire^ th?it firs 
VQ^j^ npe^^_ be celeftial, ^. f. heavenly. 

Your fecond Mnz^ h fuU of good fpn{(^ 
ihottly expreflfed. Bw? iBethlpH? ^herg ^ 
£ime oh^ujcity in It ; ^tfo vft{o minimj^ f^.^4 

Jcks^ aft Sufitoaiiw? fay^ of Horace, Fdf wh€^ 
Gqi? calk the virtuous to th9 graye^ though 
he bfi 2^\\^ ji^ft whethisr he c^Usi him foon 
01 lat^, yet \X ftioyld not be faid he is aUke^ 
jnpejciful >yhether he kUls or fgye.s hiija y for. 
if|i? f^ves him, the very f\ipppfit¥)n pf h^i 
]}ping caUe4 to the grjye i§ deftrpy?^. No(. 
am I perfe<9:ly f^tisfied with th^t pjiraf^, 

*/ Wh^n God calls virtUQ to the graye?*' 

Though if the connedion of it with the 41!^ 
line were exa6l in point of fenfe, the expreA 
fion itfelf would not fhock me. 

Virtue unmov^d^ — fhould you not rather fay 
Goodneft^ than repeat the word ViriuCj which > 
you had u fed three lines before? So you 
had call alfo ; but tiiat repetition is graceful, 
the verb being changed into a fubftantive, 

and 



wht^ii tfeht>a< td th6 '{6tmi, aid ^ei ffiflfeffe 

from it* 

fa5"8 he, -who rays everjr iKlhg better .tHiii 
any bocly elife b\i*t Vifgil. 

** Hkc Igo Uiftabam, iylrad Mtxtfqxie peragnmt 
•* ftdmlelibs, HfbUs urbanaque gaudia vitansi 
-^^ ExGCpto quod non fimul efles^ csetera la?tus« 
'* HcB latebfae dulcesj etianif fi credis, amoeiue^ 
•* Incolumem tioi me prxflent Septembribus 
« horis/' 

You fee, Sir, I have obeyed your com- 
niands, becaitfe they are yours ; with a fraiik- 
nets whicli I fhbuH like iri another, aha 
therefore hope you "will not diflike in me* t 
h'dt^e^ veiitiired to objeft to what I could not 
have written, and cannot mend. I was 
pleafed with the thoughts of writing to you, 
though upon a fubjeft that did not altogether 
pleafe me ; for experience has taught me, that 
it is a wifer and better pleafure to tafte the 
Jbeauties of good writers, than to find out 
their faults ; efpecially fince it is great odds 
that, when wc are playing the critick, we 

[.conunit 



commit more real miftakes than we pretend 
to find ; that, 1 doubt not, is my cafe : how- 

« 

ever, Jaffa eft aha. 

I fay nothing to you about rhime^ becaufe 
It is a fubjeft on which I have fo much to 
fay- Why Ihould you forego an advantage 
which you enjoy in perfeftion, and own ^that 
way of writing not to be the beft in which 
you write better than any man ? I am not 
fo unreafonable as to expeft it. But I know 
I • have the teftimony of your poetical cdn- 
Icience on my fide, though you are wife 
enough not to own fo unpopular arid unpro- 
fitable a truth. 

When I fee you here, as you feepi to 
promife, more of thefe matters. In the mean 
time, I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

FRt ROFFEN* 
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L E T T E R XXVII. 

Mr, Pope to Bp. Atterbury"*. 

MY LORD, [June, 1723.] 

TT^HILEyet I can write to you, I muft, 

^ ^ I will correfpond with you, till the 

very moment it is felony ; and when I caii 

no longer write to you, I will write of you f- 

To 

'^ " In a colledtion of letters lately publiihed by 
'* Mr. Duncombe, it is affirmed, on the authority 
^^ of Elijal} Fenton, that Atterbuty, fpeaking of 
** Pope, faid, there was Mens curva incorpore curvo. 
^* This fentiment feems utterly inconfiftent with 
** the warm friendftiip fuppofed to fubfift between 
^* thefe two celebrated men. But Dr. Herring, in 
«^ vol. H. p. 104, fays, * If Atterbury was not 
«^ worfe ufed than any honeft man in the world 
*' ever was, there were ftrong contradidtions between 
*^ his public and private character.'' Wartoi^. 

-f 1 had prepared a note to be inferted in this 
place, agreeably to the hint given in vol. I. p. 143 ; 
of which my reader will have no caufe to regret 
the lofs, when it is fo much better fupplied by the 
following letter from a valuable friend, which he 
has kindly permitted me to print. 

«* DEAR SIR, South Molton, Nov. 12, 178^5. 

** T H E following Anecdote was firft commu- 
nicated to the public by the late Dr. Maty, on the 
credit of Lord Chefterfield : " I went (faid Lord 
Chefter field) to Mr. Pope, one morning, at Twic- 
kenham,, and found a large folio Bible, with gilt 
clafps, lying before him upon his table ;. and, as I 
knew his way of thinking upon that book, I afked 
him, jocofely, if he was going to write an aafwer 

Vol. II. F 8 to 
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To tell you that my heart is full of your 
defence, is no more than the worft enemy I 

have 

to it ? It is a prefent, faid he, or rather a legacy, 
from my old friend the Biihop of Rochefter. I 
Welit to take my leave of him yefterday in the 
Tower, where I faw this Bible upon his table. 
After the firft compliments, the Bilhop faid to me^ 
^ My friend Pope, confiderirtg your infirmities, 
and my age and exile, it is not likely that we 
fliould ever meet Jlgain ; ind therefore I give you 
this legacy to remember me by it. Take it home 
with you ; and let me advife you to abide by it.* 
— * Does your Lordlhip abide by it yourfelf ?* — 
* I do.^ — * If you do, my Lord, it is but lately. 
May I beg to know what new light or arguments 
have prevailed with you now, to entertain an opi- 
nion fo contrary to that which you entertained of 
Ihat book all the former part of yoqr life ?'-— 
The Bifhop replied, * We have not time to talk of 
thefe things ; but take home the book ; I will 
abide by it, and I recommend you to do fo too, 
and fo God blefs you ! ' ** Dr. Warton hath re- 
vived this itery, which he juftly calls an uncom- 
mon one, in his kfl " Effay on the Genius and 
Writings of Pope.'* It was indeed very uncom- 
mon ; and I have my reafons for thinking it equal- 
ly groundlefs and invidious. Dr. Warton, though 
he retails the ftory from *^ Maty's Memoirs,'* yet! 
candidly acknowledges, that it ought not t© be 
implicitly relied on. That this caution wasnotunne-t 
ceffary, will, 1 apprehend, be fufficiently obvious, 
from the following comparifpn .^jtween the date of 
the ftory itfelf ^hd Mr, Pope^s Letters to theBiihopv 
** According to Lord Cheftcrfield's acccpunt, this 
remarkable piece of convcrfation took plAce but a 
few days before the Bijhop wen$ into mle : and it is 

inft% 
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have muft own : You have really, without 
a figure, had all the triumphs that ancient 

elo*- 

infinuated that Mr. Pope, till thai period, had not 
even entertained the flighteftfufpicion of his Friend's 
reverence for the Bible : Nay, it is afferted, that 
the vety f ecommetidation of it from a quarter (o uii*. 
exped:ed ftaggered Mr. Pope to fuch a degree, that, 
in a mingled vein of raillery and ferioufnefs, he was 
very eager to know the grounds and reafons of the 
Bilhop's change of fentiment. 

*^ Unfortunately for the credit of Lord Chef, 
terfield and his ftory, there is a letter on record, 
that was written nine months before this pretended 
dialogue took place, in which Mr. Pope ferioufly 
acknowledged the Bifhop's piety and generofiry^ 
in interefting himfelf fo zealoufly and affeftioiiate- 
ly in matters which immediately related to his im» 
provement in the knowledge of the Holy Scrip 
tures. The paffage I refer to is a very remarkable 
one; and you will find it in a Letter, dated July 27^ 
1722^. It appears undeniably from this Letter* 
that the Bifliop had earneftly recommended to 
Mr. Pope the ftudy of the Bible; and had foftened 
his zeal with an unufual urbanity and courtefy, in 
order to avoid the imputation of ill-breeding, and 
remove all occafion of difgufl from a mind fo 
*' tremblingly alive** as Mr. Pope^s. I will tranfcribe 
the paflage at large. " I ought firft to prepare 
^^ my mind for a better knowledge even of good 
*' profane writers, efpecially the moraltjlsy &c. be- 
^* fore I can be won* hy. of tailing that supreme of 
♦^ Books ^ and sublime 0/ all zvritings, in which, 
as in all the intermediate ones, you may (if your 
Friendfllip and Charity towards me continue fa 
*^ far) be thebej gvide to, Yours, A. Pojpe." 

* Printed ia tkc Firft Volume of this Collcdiotti ^. ii^.. 

VouIJ. Gz '-TVti 
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eloquence boafts of^ Their confciences 
and paflions have done you right, though 
their votes have not. You have met with 
the fate frequent to great and good men, to 
gain applaufe, where you are denied juf- 
tice *• Let me take the only occalion I have 

had 

^^ The.laft letter of Mr. Pope to the Bilhop, pre- 
vious to his going into exile, was written (as you 
obferve) very early in June, 1723. It muft have 
been about this time that Pope paid his farewel 
vifit to the Bilhop in the Tower. But whether y«rA 
a converfation as that which hath been pretended 
actually took place, may be left to the determina^ 
tion of every man of common fenfe, after comparing 
Lord Chefterfield's anecdote with Mr. Pope's letter. 

" There muft have been a miftake, or a wilful 
mifreprefentation,y2'/w^Wi6^r^. Todetermine its origin^ 
or to mark minutely the various degrees of its 
progrefs, till it iffued forth into calumny and 
falfhood, is impoffible. I have fimply ftated mat- 
ters of faft as they are recorded ; and leave it to 
your readers to fettle other points, not quite fo 
obvious and indifputable, as they may think fit. 
My motives in this very plain relation arofe from 
an honeft wifh to remove unmerited obloquy from 
the DEAD. I fliould fincerely rejoice if the cloud 
which in other refpedts ftill Ihades the charadier of 
this ingenious Prelate could be removed with 
equal facility and fuccefs. I am, dear Sir, your 
faithful, humble fervant, Samuel Badcock* 

'' To Mr. y. Nichols/' 

* Bp. Newton was ^^ captain of Welftminfteri- 
^' fchool, when their chief governor, the Deao 
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lad in the whole feries of your misfortunes 
o congratulate you, and not you only, but pof- 

terity, 

* in Augufti722, not many days after perform- 
^ ing the laft office at the magnificent funeral of 
' the great Duke of Marlborough, was taken into 
^ cuftody, and carried before a committee of the 

* privy council ; where being under examination, 
^ he made ufe of thefe words of our Saviour, * If 
^ I tell you, ye will not believe ; and if 1 alfo 

* afk you, ye will not anfwer me, nor let me go ;* 
^ and he was committed a prifoner to the Tower 

* for treafonable practices. There is too much 
'^ reafon to fear that the Bilhop had been dabbling 
'* in this kind of politics ; but a full and clear 
^ detedion of the confpiracy was never obtained. 
^ The miniftry had got fome fcent of his intrigues, 
^* but could not follow him through all his turn* 
'* ings and windings, nor, with all their fagacity, 
"* could trace him diredtly to his cover. They 
^^ had little better evidence than hear-fays, con- 
^* jedures, and innuendoes ; and could procure no 
*^ fufficient legal proof to convid: him by trial at 
*^ law. Recpurfe was had therefore to a bill of 
** pains and penalties, to deprive him of all his 

preferments, and to banifh him the kingdom ; 

which, after long debate, was carried by a con- 
*^ liderable majority in both houfes. In this de- 
^^ bate the Duke of Wharton exerted himfelf 
** greatly, fummed up the evidence in a mafterly 
*^ manner, and made one of the beft and ableft 
*' fpeeches againft the bill ever delivered, which he 
*^ caufed to be printed, and entered a larger and 
*< more particular proteft, diffentient for the fame 
^ rcafons as other Lords, and for other reafons 
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terity, upon this noble defence. I already 
fee in what luftre that innocence is to appear 

to 

'^ additional. Hereby he verified in fome mea^ 
^^ fure what his father, the old Marquis, had, in 
^^ his anger, predicted of him, that he would al- 
*^ ways take wrong caufes, would learn his poll- 
*^ tics of Atterbury, and be ruined. His brethren 
*^ the Bilhops were almofl: all unanimous againft 
** him. The only one who fpoke in his behalf, 
*^ and protefted, was Gaftrell Bilhop of Chefter, 
*^ who yet had been at variance with him. Willis^ 
*^ Bifhop of Salilbury made a long and laboured 
^* fpeech on the other fide, which he publiflied 
*^ foon after, and was rewarded by the biihoprick 
*^ of Winchcfter, as Bifliop Hoadly was by fuc- 
ceeding to Salisbury. Lord Bathurft, wonder- 
ing at this unanimity, faid, that he could not* 
poflibly account for it, unlefs fome perfons 
were poflTefled with the nature of the wild In* 
*^ dians, that when they had killed a man, they 
•' were not only entitled to his fpoils, but inherited 
*^ likewife his abilities. Bilhop Hoadly was no 
*^ fpcaker in that houfe, but he took another 
^^ courfe. He had all along pursued Atterbury 
with unrelenting animofity, had firft attacked 
' his fermon at the funeral of Mr. Bennet, then 
*^ his fermon upon charity, afterwards fet forth 
" an anfwer in Englifti to his Latin fermon before 
<< the Clergy, and Itill continued the purfuit, and 
i^ ftuck in his Ikirts to the laft, by writing in a 
** Weekly Journal a refutation of his fpeech, and 
^, a vindication of the judgement pafled upon him, 
,, fo that a gentleman of wit and learning, allud- 
w ing to Bilhop Hoadly 's lamenefs, applied that 
,, faying in Horace, 
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to Other ages, which this has overborne and 
oppreffed. I know perfedHy well what a 

fhare 



€6 



€6 



Raro antecedentem fcelefium 
Deferuit pede fcma claudo^ 

^^ Some have fufpedte'd that there was more truth 
'' than there fliould have been in that confeffion 
/* of the villain Neynoe, that he knew nothing 
^^ of the plot ; but he knew pf two other plots, 
** one of hi? own to get money from Mr, Walpole, 
^* and the other of Mr, Walpole againft the pro- 
*^ tefting Lords, and particularly againft the Bifliop 
ff pi Rochefter, the chief of thpm, to pull down 
the pride of that haughty Prelate. But though 
it did not appear that the Biihop had any con- 
cern and connexion with Layer and Layer's plot, 
f^ yet there was a greater intimacy between him 
^* and Kelly than either of them would acknow- 
lege ; for the young gentleman, who lived at 
that time in the bilhop's houfe as his fon's tutor 
^* and companion, has often faid that Kelly ufed 
to come to him frequently, commonly once in 
a week, on a Thurfday evening, and to ftay ihut 
*^ up with him alone from feven o'clock till nine. 
^f The Earl of Sunderland too, who was flrongly 
fufpedted to have been of the fame way of 
thinking, but died before the difcovery, though 
*^ he had no manner of acquaintance with the 
55 Biihop, or rather was at enmity with him in 
^* former times, yet in his latter days made him 
f^ long and frequent vifits, as even the King's 
" fcholars obferved, who walking and playing 
" much in Dean's yard, had yet curiofity enough 
*5 to remark who and what paffed. Some of his 
*^ negotiations alfo with the Pretender's agents, 

G 3 *^ after 
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fhare of credit It will be to have appeared oa 
your fide, or being called yoxxr friend. I am 
far prouder of that word you publicly fpake 
of me, than of any thing I have even yet 
heard ofmyfelf during my whole life. Thanks 
be to God, that I, a private man, concerned 
in ho judicature, and employed in no public 
caufe, have had the honour, in this great and 
ihining incident, which will make the firfl: 
figure in the hiftory of this time, to enter, as 
it were, my proteft for your innocency, and 
my declaratipn of your friendfhip *. Be af» 

fured. 

'^ after his going abroad, haye been publilhed In 
*^ the year i768» with a fac-fimile, or exemplifi- 
'^ cation of his hand-writing ; which whoever 
*^ Ic'new, he cannot well entertain any doubt of 
*f their authenticity/' Bp. N ewton,— Thefe let- 
ters are preferved in vol. I. with another fac-fimile 
of hij; hapd-writing, which amply confirms the 
former. 

f *^ At his trial he had produced Mr. Pope as an 
*' evidence in his favour, to fpeak to his manner 
^* of life and converfation : and when he took hi6 
^* lafl leave of him, he told him, he would allow 
*' him to fay his fentence was juft, if he ever 
^^ found he had any cpncern with the Pretender's 
*' family in his exile. ^ But notwithftanding this, 
** as piihop Warburton' informs us, 'Mr. Pope 
^* was convinced, before the Bilhop^s death, that 
^^ during his banifliment he was in the intrigues 
^^ of the Pretender. It was moft excellent advice 
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furcd, my dear Lord, no time fhall ever ef- 
face that from my heart, (hould I be denied 

the 

"which Mr. Pope gave him in fome of his part- 
*' ing letters, that he Ihould not envy the world 
*^ his {Indies ; that, it might be. Providence had 
^^ appointed him to fonie great and ufeful work, 
'^ and called him to it this fevere way ; that now 
'* he was cut off from a little fociety, and made a 
" citizen of the world at large, he Ihould bend 
^' his talents not to ferve a party, or a few, but all 
'* mankind ; that he fhould think of TuUy, Bacon, 
*^ and Clarendon; that he Ihould remember the 
*^ greatcft lights of antiquity dazzled and blazed 
^* moft in their retreat, in their exile, or in their 
*^ death ; that he fliould defpife all little views, 
** all mean retrofpeds, and Ihould (as he could) 
** make the world look after him, not with pity, 
** but with efteem and admiration. And it is 
'* much to be lamented, that this advice w^as no 
** better followed, that fuch talents and faculties 
" were no better employed, and that he was ftill 
dealing in politics, inftead of writing fome • 
work of genius and learning, of which he was 
*' very capable. He wrote only two or three little 
*^ pieces, his Effay on the charadler of lapis in 
*^ Virgil ; his Vindication of Dr. Aldrich, Dr. 
*^ Smalridge, and himfelf, from the charge of in- 
f^ terpolating Lord Clarendon's Hiftory ; and little 
*^ or nothing befides, but a few criticifms on fome 
** French authors. . For though he would never 
*' venture to talk or converfe in French, yet as 
*' Monf. Rollin and Thiriot, to whom Voltaire 
*^ addreffed his Letters on the Englifh nation, have 
" affured us, he was as able a critic in the Ian- 
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the power of expreffing it ever more with my 
pen in this manner ; but could that permif- 
lion be obtained, which you had once the 
extreme goodnefs to thuik of alking even 
from thofe from whom you would alk no- 
thing, I believe, but what lies very near 
your heart ; and could the permiffion qf cor- 
refponding with you be obtained ; I do affure 
you, I would tear off all other writings, and 
apply it wholly to you (where it would 
pleafe mc beft) and to the amufement and 
' (if I could be fo happy as to fay) comfort of 
your exile, till GoD and your innocency 

*^ guagc as any Frenchman, After the Weflmin- 
*^ ftcr eleftion * in 1723 was over, fome of the 
** King's Scholars thought it a proper piece of 
** rcfpeft to wait on their late Dean in the Tower, 
^^ as every body, had then free admittance, to fee 
*^ and take leave of him : and, among other 
*^ things which he faid to them, he applied to 
*' himfelf thofe lines of Milton, as he did like- 
" w^ife in a letter to Mr. Pope : 

'• The world is all before me, where to choofe 
<^ My place of reft, and Providence my guide.'* 

Bp. Newton. 

"' ** There was lomething auguft and nwful too in the Weft- 
<* minrtcr-flcclions ; to fee three fuch great men prefiding, Bilhop 
«< Aircrhuiv as Dean of Wellminfter, Bi{hop Smalridge as Dean of 
♦« ChriftChutch, and Dr. Bentley as Mafter of Trinity -college : 
.'< and *■ 'ds iron iliarpcns iron,' fo the (c three, by their wit aid 
♦* Icurnlni;, and liberal, converfation, whetted and Iharpencd one 
*' anothn." Uj). NrwroN. 

2 (which 
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(which will fupport you in it) reftore you 
from it ; than which there is not a fincerer 
or warmer prayer, my Lord, than in the 
breaft of your ever obliged and afFeftionate 
friend, A. Pope, 



Some Alterations of Buchanan's famous Epi- 
gram, propofedby Dr. Atterbury, and 
fent by that Prelate in a Letter written 
the very day before he died, to the late 
Lord Marfhal *. 

NYmpha, Caledonise quse nunc feliciter ofse 
' Mifla per innumeros fceptra tueris avos : 
Quae famam antevenis, meritis; virtutibus, annos; 
Scxum, animis ; morum nobilitate, genus : 

Accipe 






* " Among the feveral difputes between the 
Scotch and Englilh, of the excellence of each 
refpedtive nation, I wonder the celebrated Epi- 
" gram of Buchanan, in which he dedicates his 
*^ Pfalms to Mary Queen of Scots, has not been 
" produced ; for I hardly ever met with a Scotch 
" man who was not ready to extol it, and yet have 
*^ rarely met with one that underftood it. I may 
** prefume, then, to fay it is deficient in point of 
*^ clearnefs ; and it has been proved not lefs f j in 
*^ point of elegance. The queftion is, what is the 
" fenfe of the laft couplet but one. The editor of 
*' this, among the Deleftus Epigrammatum for 
*' the ufe of Eton-fchool, interprets exponere^ 
" Non aufus ejfem in publicwn cdcre factum mm fa. 

^^ veniibus 
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Accipe (fed facilis) ♦ cultu donata Latino 

Carolina, fatidici nobilc regis opus. 
Ilia quidem, Cyrrha procul et Permeffide iympha, 

Pene fiib Ardtoi fidere nata poli, 
Non tamen aufus erani male natum exponere 
fcetum, 

Ne mihi difpliceant, qua? placuerc tibi : 
Sed quod ab authoris genio fperarc nequibant ; 

Pebebunt genio forfitan ilia t\io< 

^^ ventibus Mufts. But the fenfe is undoubtedly the 
^^ very contrary. It is certain he publijhed the 
*^ book when he wrote that Dedication to it. 
** Exponere is .the fame as non toHere, and alludes 
*^ t9 the cuftom among the ancients of expofing thofe 
^* children to chance and fate whom they did not 
'* defign to bring up. I would not, fays the poet, 
*' expofe to deftruftion thofe poems which you 
** were pleafed to approve of* So much for the 
*^ fenfe of the epigram : and when we have got it, 
** I own, it is not worth fearching for, except that 
^^ it has given an opportunity to the ingenious pen 
^^ of Bp. Atterbury, to throw new light and beauty 
*^ over the whole, and to make the poverty of the 
*•' northern foil (which the poet and the reader too 
fenfibly feel) fubfervient to the moft delicate 
compliment to the beauty of his royal patronefs- 
** Inftead, therefore, of the four laft lines, fublli- 
" tute thofe of the Bilhop : 

" At fi culta parum, fi fint incondita, noftri 
*' Scilicet ingenii eft, non ea culpa foli : 

" Poffe etiam hie nafci quse funt pulcherrlma, 
** fpondet 
*^ E vulcu et genio Scotica terra tuo." 

Thefc remarks are by the late Mr. Bowyer. 

* Read, ^^ cythara? fociata Latinx/^ Atterbury. 

Re- 
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Reflections on a late fcandalous Report 
about the Repeal of the Test Act *. 

TH E peculiar charadler of the men of 
this age is, that they readily believe 
every thing but truth ; and, as great Infidels 
as they are in matters of Religion, yet in 
politics, v^hatever idle report is ftirring, they 
give into it with an amazing degree of cre- 
dulity. How elfe could it happen that fo 
many fhould in good earneft be alarmed 
with the late rumor we have had of a defign 
to repeal the Tejl ; a fiftion every way ridi- 
culous and childifli, fit only to frighten fuch 
as believe in Fairies ! There are thofe indeed 
who know how to make their advantages of 
a ftate-lye, if they can pafs it upon the world 
for an hour: but it was impudence in the 
forger of this to imagine that it could laft a 
moment. For, ftt this odd projedt in what 
light, and view it on what fide you pleafe, 
the abfurdities of it are fo evident and glaring, 
that one would think the weakeft eye could 
not mifs difcovering them. 

Every one knows the original of the Teft 
Acl: ; how juft the fears were that occafioned 

* I believe this has never been publifhed. It is 
now printed from theBilhop's own hand- writing. 
' it. 
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it, and how well it was calculated every- 
way to remove them. The dangers which 
then threatened our conftitution were of two 
forts : and the wifdom of the legiflature took 
care equally to guard againft both of them. 
That part of this aft, which makes the re- 
nouncing the Corporal Prefence in the Eu- 
gharift a neccflary qualification for an office, 
would have excluded the Papifts as efFeftually 
as any additional teft whatfoever : and there- 
fore the other part of it, which enjoins re- 
ceiving the facrament, muft have been aimed 
chiefly at the Diflenters. And if, in that 
refpeft, it were then thought neceflary, with 
what face can any one pretend that it is un- 
neceflkry now ? We did not look upon our- 
delves as fecure, without a facramental teft, 
• even at a time when a toleration was not as 
yet granted by law ; and he muft have an 
extraordinary turn of head, who, at this time 
of day, can imagine that there is lefs reafon 
for continuing, than there was at firft for im- 
pofmg, it. Since the birth of the Teft, have 
we, by any new fences, been ftieltered againft 
the attacks of Diflenters ? or are they grown 
lefs formidable by the favours of more than 
one reign, and twenty years legal indulgence ? 

Have 
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Have they loft their old relifh of power, by 
the late allowances they have had to tafte of 
it ? Or have they given us any reafbn to 
think, they would ufe it better than their 
moderate predeceflbrs did in the times of 
anarchy and confufion ; when they were not 
content to exclude church- of- England- men 
from civil offices, but made it penal for them 
even to teach a child, or fay grace in a private 
family ? We have an inftrudtive inftance, in 
a neighbouring nation, how the fpirit of 
fanaticifm works when dominant ; and they 
who will not be convinced by it, neither 
would they be perfuaded, though Bradftiaw 
and Ireton, Venners and Marflial, (hould rife 
from the dead, and once again exercife their 
dominion over us. 

The Church of England hath ever juftly 
been efteemed the great bulwark of the Re- 
formation ; and, I am fure, the Teft Aft may 
as juftly be reckoned the chief bulwark of 
the Church ; for, by the means of it, that 
power which alone can proteft or deftroy her 
has been kept in the hands of her friends, or 
of thofe at leaft who defired to be thought 
fuch, and could not therefore openly do any 
thing difagrceable to that charaften But, 

whenever, 
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whenever thofe who are not of her commu- 
nion are let into a (hare of this power, it is 
as eafy to foretell, as it will be impoffible tp 
prevent, the fad confequences of it. We 
muft be allowed at that jundure to fay (what 
every one will fee) that (he is in extreme dan^ 
ger ; and that no ftate^phyfician, be his (kill 
ever fo great, or his intentions ever fo 
good, will then be able to fave her. She has 
perhaps the leaft influence of any Church 
upon earth, by virtue of that difcipline and 
authority which (he is permitted to exercife ; 
and no method hath been left unattempted to 
inal;e her loofe the hold (he had in the af- 
feflions and reverence of the people. That 
which fupports her under thefe difad vantages 
is, the incapacity that lies on her enemies as 
to places and power. Let this incapacity be 
ever removed, (he is from that moment at 
mercy, and can fubfift only (as the Primitive 
Church was planted) by mu'acle. 

It being evident, that thefe are the confe- 
quences of repealing the Teft A(St, and as 
evident that it can be repealed only by thofe 
who profefs themfelves of the Church of 
England, one would wonder, how it was 
poffible to raife a jealoufy^ that, in our pre* 

fent 
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ent circumftances, it would ever be attempt- 
^sd. For who is there likely to make or abet 
tjfuch a propofal in public ? The Scotch mem- 
bers are pointed at as the men who are to 
introduce it under the notion oi improving the 
Union. As if the proper way of improving 
the Union were, to take the firft opportunity 
of breaking in upon the terms of it ! one 
of which is, that (not only the " Statute of 
"Uniformity,'* and the 13 th of Eliz. which 
are exprefsly mentioned, but) " all and fin> 
" gular afts of parliament, now in force for 
*' the eftablifliment and prefervation of the 
*' Church of England, fhall remain, and be 
^' in full force for ever." And if the Teft 
and Corporation Afis (which muft ftand and 
fall together) be not in the number of thefe, 
I defpair of finding any fuch in the ftatute- 
book. Sure we are, the great influence of 
thefe a£ls was fo well underftood in a late 
reign, that her enemies, how widely foever 
differing in other opinions, yet agreed in this, 
that a repeal of them v/ould be the fureft and 
readied: way towards her ruin. The church, 
itfelf thought fo too ; and therefore ftruggled 
for them as for \\{^^ and even ventured a Re- 
volution to fccure them.. 

The 
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The Scotch members are fenfible that fevc- 
ral Laws anent the fecurity of their Klrli are 
perpetuated by like general words in the Aft 
of Union ; and will be wary therefore, how 
they weaken our fecurity which ftands upon 
the fame bottom with theirs, left the prece*^ 
dent, fet here, Ihould be followed elfewhere, 
and a way opened by the means of it to fub- 
vert their prefent ecclefiaftical conftitution. 
Befides, fuch a propofal for fetting Diffenters 
upon an equal foot of privilege with the. 
iijembers of the eftablifhed Church, would 
come with a very ill grace from them, that 
deny even to tolerate thofe of the epifcopal 
perfuafion amongft them. An authentic evi- 
dence of their principles in this point is, the 
Reprcfentation, which the Commiflion of 
their General Aflembly made to the Scotch 
Parliament, a little before the Union, where- 
in they ^' are bold in the Lord, and in the 
*^ name of the Church of God in their land, 
^' earneftly to atteft his Grace [the High 
*^ Commiffioner] and the moft honourable 
** eftates, tliat no motion of any legal tole- 
** ration to thofe of prelatical principles may 
** be entertained by the parliament, being 
** perfuaded that in the prefent cafe and 

*^ cir- 
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^^ ciTGumftances of that church and natioA^ 
" to eha£l a toleration for thofe of that way 
" (which God of his mfinite mercy avert 1) 
*' would be to eftablifh iniquity by a law^ 
^^ at^d would bring Upon the promoters there- 
<^ of^ and tipon their faraiiiesy the dreadful 
*' guilt of all thofe fins> and pernicious ef- 
" fe^s, both ,ln Chtfrch aad State, that 
*' might enfue thefctapon." Thus they then 
pfotefted \ and, to do theitt right, however 
they may have; been mifreprt^fented, theif 
pra<ake ever fince hath been cxaftly cdnfot** 
mable to their opinion. 

Well then, no proper jjidvocate for this 
Repeal k to be found among the Scotch meni- 
bars of parliament, and mych kfs furely 
among the Engliih, who are all fbns of that 
Church which would be ftruck at by fuch ail 
attempt, and can no more be out-wirted, than 
out-voted, ifli a cafe where their irttereft is fb 
evidently concerned* Many of them are o£ 
tried virtue^ and did, with a memorable firm- 
uefs, oppofe this defigiU even when the 
Crowm, with all its v^ight, came in to pro- 
mote it. And there are none of them but 
wiU acknowledge that our prefent fafcty 
and happinefs are owing tp rh$ honourable 

Votx.-lI. H ftand 
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Aand which was then made. We need not 
dbcrbt, ther'efore,: but that, if oecafion were 
given them, they would be as ready td imi- 
tate that conduiSi as they are to applaud it. 
• T'he Hoiife of Cbmmons have already ex- 
preffed their opmioti, that the Ttf^AO:. is a 
lundamentaLpart of the Union, by declaring 
tipon theh-Joiitnal, that *' if is efFedually and 
•* eflentially a providfed for** by the Aft of 
Security; and the Lords were of the fame 
mind, when they ga<^e the fanie reafon in their 
debates, why an exptefs mention of it' \vaft 
needlefs, 

' It is ifripbffii3te * to conceive that the- Bi- 
ihops (hould not unanimouflywitbftandfucha 
projeS: ; and we may be fure, they hafve in- 
^tereft enough t6 prevent the bringing in any. 
fcill, which touches tli€ Church fo nearly, 
^gainft their cbiicurririg Opinion. Indeed, if 
Parker and Cartwright* were alive, they wwiM 
be fit tools to work with on this oecafion: 
but I know of ho one Englilh prelate now 
'Aipon the bench that can comfe within thb 
t^ach af fuch d fulpicion. My Lord of Siarumf 

^ * Parker bifhop of Oxford and CartWright biflioi> 
X)f €hefter,i)otii preferred in 1686 bjr King James If. 
See their charadlers in. Burnet's Hifl;ory of his own 
Times, vol. II. pi 398. 8vo. edit, 
* -i* Bilhop Burnet, ^ 

7 has 
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has diftinguiftied himfelf by- his zeal for 
preferving the Teft Aft, and given fuch ftron'g 
reafons for it from The Hague as can never 
be anfwered here in England; and we mzy 
be. fatisfied, from his cha rafter^ that his 
Lordfhip will always be found confiftent 
with himfelf, and perfevere to the death in 
that opinion. Befidesj fuch an infrhigement 
of the Union here would, as I have (hewed^ 
be attended with fome danger to the coiifti* 
tution and difcipline of the Scotch Kirk, foy 
which his Lordlhip muft be allowed, on the 
account both of his birth and comprehenfivc 
charity, to have a particular tendernefs. 

From what party, or fet ef men amongft 
us, can fuch a propofal as this probably 
come ? The body of thofe we call IVhigs 
have imbibed Revolution principles fb deeply, 
and remember them fo well, as not to be 
willingly dipped in a defign of doing that 
very thing which the Revolution was in- 
tended to prevent* They cannot forget that 
one chief motive of the Prince's coming over, 
exprefled in his declaration from The Hague, 
was, to quafh that ** wicked defign" (I fpeafc 
his Highnefs's words) ** of repealing the 
*♦ Teft." The attempt will not be though^; 
lefs wicked, or more feafoaable . now, if wa 

H 2 con- 
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cdnfider either our domcftic 6r foreigti cir- 
Vumftances. Nor can that party be fo fure 
of their prefent power and numbers, as to be 
wiUing to hazard all their credit and intereft 
Wj^n lb dangerous an experiment. 

The Pretender's friends (who are alio fot 
Revolution principles in their way) can- 
not hope to advance his intereft by laying lb 
dpen and barefaced a fcheme for the intro* 
duftion of Popery ; which, if ever it take* 
pkce here, muft C9me in upon uis by ftealth, 
and not by a<St of parliament. Nor will the 
continuance of that part of the a<ft which 
afFeds the Papifts remove this objedion : for 
the taking away one branch of our fecurity 
evidently weakens the whole ; and the re* 
pealing adls by peicemeal is a trick fo often 
tried that every body is aware of it. Befides, 
this fort of men is too inconliderable for 
numbers and intereft, to enter on fuch a pro^ 
je£t, urilefs joined by others of greater 
power and popularity. And, were it poflible 
to conceive that there Ihould be any under- ' 
ftanding between the Pretender and fome of 
his pretended enemies, yet, we may be fure, 
they would be very Ihy of owning it, or v^f 
doing any thing that might open the fecret 
of fuch a correfpondencc. 

The 
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The favourers of DIffentcrs xiievcr cfpoufed 
them on any other foot than that of an atr 
iowance to worfhip God in their own way ; 
which they now amply enjoy, and are under 
no apprehenfions of lofing. To plead for any 
thing farther in their behalf would be to 
take off the malk, and to difcover to us, that 
though Liberty ^f Confdence was their prer 
tence, yict their true meaning was, Power 
and PlaceSs 

They who flood up for Occafional Con-^ 
formity argued for it upon this principle, 
that it would, by degrees, win men over to' 
the Church, and extinguifh the fchifm, Andy 
to fay truthi it has had fome fuccefs that 
way ; and will have more^ if wc let it conr 
tinue. But if the Teft bejt^ktn off, there is 
ah end of Ojccafional Conformity, and of all 
its boaftcd advantages. >Scparafifts will no 
longer make approaches to the Church, when, 
by ferving God in their pwn way, they do 
not find that they are a jot lefs capable of 
fcrving themfclvas. And therefore, iinci3 
Occafional Con^rmity has fo neceffary a con^ 
Dcxion with, the Teft, they who are pro* 
fcflcd friends to the one, cannot pofTibly be 
enemies to the other, 

H 3 Dutch 
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' Dutch counfels have fomerimes had theiF 
mfluencc on our affairs, and we have been 
warmly prefled to adjuft thmgs here at home 
to the model of Holland. But there is no 
room fbr fuch advice at prefent : for our cafe 
is already much the fame with tbeirs. They 
too have their Tefts, by which the govern- 
ment of the ftate is fecured in the hands of 
thofe who are of the eftabiifhed religion ; nor 
do thev think that the tolerated fe£ts have a 
right to be admitted into fo much power as 
will enable them to fubvert the conftitution* 
When the Dutch give up their Tefts, I dare 
engage, we (hall be ready to part with ours : 
but, till this Is done, no argument drawn 
from the praftice of that wife people can 
prove any thing, but that we are fools if wc 
fyrrcnder. 

There is but one fort of men more that 
can be thought capable of interefting them- 
felves in this affair ; perfons of fincere piety, 
who are offended at the frequent prophana- 
tions of the facrament, occafioned by this 
aft. But fuch will confider, that the dif- 
cipline of the univerfal Church lies open to 
the very fame obje£lion ; fince fet-times, 
every year, are, we know, prefcribed by the 
/ Canons, 
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Canons, when: 'all adult- Chriftmni^ areit^x 
teceive the facrament, under .the penalty oft 
ecclcfiaftical cenfures.^ And though manyvi 
by this mcanSi, have been induced to receive- 
unworthily, yet the Church never thougFit' 
itfelf anfwerable for their ill conduft, or 
obliged to withdraw het* injunSioiis fdrjlie 
avoiding of icandal. Good men will fee the 
force of this reafoning, and forbear to take 
ofence* But their number is not great; the 
oppgfers of the Teft-A6t have generally 
nothing lefs at heart than to prevent fuch 
prophanations. I am fure, the way to pre* 
vent them is not what ibme have propofed, 
to make it a fufficient qualification for an^ 
office if the facranoent be received in any 
place of religious worfliip : for thiu propofal 
would only extend thofe prophanations to 
conventicles as well as churches, and by 
that means rather propagate than diminilh 
the fcandaL 

The refult of thefe inquiries is, that, fince 
wherever we caft our eves, within the 
Church or without it, at home or abroad, 
no undertaker can be found likely to en- 
gage in fuch a work, there is no ground to 

H4 (ufpe<a 
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fufpe^ it was 9yer intende^i : malice might 
raife the report, ^d fqUy might fpre^d it : 
bvit it i^ too grpfs to imppffi upon any hui 
thofe wl^o ^re woak enough to be abrmec 
witl^ the news of ^fecond invqfi&n % 

* This refcrpi te a^ ifiVafipR ptftjc^d ?^|«JU 
J708, 
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p]jTRAGT from a Speech of Lord LansdownB| 
ag^inft tlie Occafional Conformity Bill, 

Dec. 19, ?7i8. 

• 

'* TF apy man can fay as much for the Diflenters^ 
* JL let him fpeak. The reverend Prelates, who 
^^ haye exerted in thi$ debate, having been pre- 
'^ pared to fulminate againft the Teft, without be- 
** ing admitted into the fecret of withdrawing thfe 
^^ queljtion, have unfortunately employed their 
** quivers in the air. 

** One indeed there is *, who muft not be for- . 

*' got, who, wandering beyond the reft in a long 

** hiftorical coUeftion from pamphlets and lib;elsi 

'* has let himfelf loofe againft the facred memory 

" of the Royal Martyr. He has accufed him, if 

*' not of all Popery, of half Popery, very near 

'^ Popery, almoft all Popery. Why would he not 

f^ fpeak out ? For what means this fchool diftinc- 

*' tion betwixt almoft all a Papift, and quite ? 

" Hard fate of the beft of men and of kings ! He 

^' who renounced the purple to preferve the lawn, 

f^ who died for the Church, and who is com- 

'• memorated as a Martyr for the Church, is yet 

ff e^^pofed, within an age after his defcent from 

* Dr. Gibfon. then Bifliop of Lincoln. 

" *H5 *^the 
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*^ the fcafFold to the grave, to be murthered over 
^' again in fame, even in the fupreme court of 
^* judicature, by one in that venerable order, in 
" that very epifcopacy, for which he facrificed his 
*' liberty, his life, his crpwn. 

♦* The ei^eorable wretch who fpvered his head 
** from his body, performed the inhuman office 
*^ in a mafk ; but this holy executioner, who cuts 
^^ what the ^xe qould not hurt, what the Regicides 
" could pot take from him, his good name, has 
^* not been afhamed tp attempt it bare-faced, 
" It greives me that this animadverfion Ihould 
*^ fall to my lot, to the lot of any private 
5^ I^ord ; I w^s in hopes a general indignation 
*^ would have warmed this Noble Affembly to 
^^ have made it their own adt to reprehend fuch 
*^ irreverend flanders, as would have much better 
^* become a defcendant from Bradlhaw than a 
<f fycceflbr of Laud. But I aik pardon; this un* 
*^ lucky relle^ipp n^^y have tranfported me too 
<^ far. In a word, that I may qot appear pre,- 
^'judiced to merit in any man, I will conclude 
*' with this motipn, Th^t a lifj; be laid before ws 
/^ of fuch Diffenters by n^m^, as hav^ in ai\y 
*^ kind merited from the p.ublick, and I wijl 
'* n^pft readily com^ into any ineafu,res that may 
** diftinguifti theni and their partiqular feryic^, 
^' God forbid but thar they flipuld have their 
^'defert^!" 

/'■ 5iflio.p. 
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SiflM^ATTERBURY*s SPEECH 

I K T H E. 

' ' ' ■ * . 

HOIJSii OF X-ORDS, 

" ^ *' ' '' 

March 3Z, 1723, 

Now firft collated with an authentic MS. 
in the poffeffion of Pr. IVfpfticE ♦♦ 

M V L O R D S, 

I HAVE been under a very long; ^ii4 clplo 
confinement, in which I h^ve be§n treate4 
fey the perfpri in wh^ie immediate cuftpdy \ 
was with fuph fey^rityi and fp great indigy 
nity, S5| J believe, np priioner in the Tower 
ftf nay age, infirmities, funftion, and rank, 
ever underwent: \>y which means, what 
lit tip ftrength and ufe of niy limbs I Jiad,^ 
when coq:>mitti^ m Auguft Jaft, 15 now fo 
far impaired, that I am very unfit to appear 

♦ The reader needs fearcely compare more thaij 
a fihgle paragraph to be convinced of t}ip mutilated 
ftate in which this fpeech has hitherto been pre; 
fented to the publick. Some/.whole fcntences 
were totaUy omitted, and the fenfe of many otheri 
qi|ite perverted. 

befpfc 
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before your Lordfliips on any occafion ; cf- 
pecially when I am to make my defence 
againft a bill of fo extraordinary a nature and 
tendency. 

I mention this, at the entrance of what I 
have to /^^ not fb m\ich in the wJiy ef com- 
flaintj as excti/e ; hoping that, if I (hould 
fail in any part of my own juftification, your 
LofdAips will impute fqch defeft to the 
true caufe ; not my want of innocence or /7r- 
guments tofupport it (my Counfel *, I thank 
them, have amply (hewed, that I want nei- 
ther), but to the great weaknefs of body and 
mind, under which I at prefent labour. Such 
ufage, fuch hardftiips of every kind, fuch in* 
fults as I have undergone, might have broken 
a more refolute fpirit, and a much firmer 
conftitutipn th?in has fallen to my fhare. 

Your Lordfliips were pleaded to ^r/»/V me 
ttt appear before the Commons, by my' coiin-' 

♦ The Counfel for the Bilhop were. Sir Gonftan* 
tine Phipps and Mr. (afterwards Serjeant) Wynne. 
The latter of thefe gentlemen, conceiving himfelf 
i:efle<fted on many years after for his conduft in this 
bufinefs, by a writer to whofe opinions every de- 
ference is due, thought proper to vindicate him- 
felf in fome ** Oblervations,** which fhall be 
printed immediately after the Bifhop*s Speech, , 
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fe}^ or in perfon if I thought Jit^ Left t&at 
(hould be turned to my disadvantage, as in^ 
fa£t theCounfel* for the bill hnve turned it, as 
if I declined any occaCon of juftifying rayielf, 
I crave leave to acquaint your Lordftilps with 
fome of the reafons why 1 did not think ^ 
to make ufe of the liberty you gave me ; ef* 
pecially lince it feems to me to have been 
given with a tacit infinuation, that, if I (hould 
not think fit to make ufe of it, your Lonl-^ 
ihips would be no ways difplealed. 

March 1 1 . It was by the Houfe of Com- 
mons thus Rejohed^ 

** That it appears to this Houfe, That 
^^ Francis Lord Biftiop of Rochefter was 
^^principally, concerned in formings di^ 
** resting^ and carrying on, a wicked and 
^* deteftableconfpiracy, for invading theie 
/'kingdoms with a foreign force, and 
*' for raifing infurredtions and a rebellion 
*' at home, in order to fubvert ourpre- 
•* lent happy eftablifhment in church 
•* and ftate, by placing a popifli pre* 
** tender on the throne." 

♦ Mr. Reeve and Mr. Wearg. 

Upon 
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Upon duly, weighing which njolution^ aod 
the copy of the bill afterwards fcnt mc, I 
found not that there w^s any thing charged 
againft nae in that hill, but what was fully 
containect^ and had been previoufly refolved^ 
in this vote. And any plea therefore on my 
behalf, which (hould have been offered to 
that Houfe, muft have been in vain, as car^ 
rying an oxpref$ contradiftjon to a folemn 
determination already made by them* What 
they fent me was really the preambU of the 
bill only : the enafting part, relating to pains 
and penalties^ was to follow : but not being 
then part of the bill, my counfel had no 
foom to fay any thing on that head. They 
have fince been added in the bill, and fent up 
to your Lordfhips (in like manner as the 
P^efolution of March 1 1 • pafled) without bear-^ 
ing thp perfon ageufed, without c^^/A made, 
or any erlmltial accufation brought again{^ 
him by any living witnefs whatfoever. And 
yet the perfcwi thus fentenced below to be 
deprived of all his preferments, to fuffer per^ 
petuftl exile, to be rendered Incapable of any 
(ffice or employment^ or even of any pardon 
from the crown^ and with whom no man 
fnuft hereafter conycrfe, or correfpond by 
^ . ' letter^ 
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lettci^i^ meffagej or oth^Fwifcj without being 
guilty oi felony^ is a Bijhop of this Church f^V)d 
fL.Lard of Parliammt i the vQty firji iiiftaiice 
of a mcrhber of /^« houfe, fo treated, fopr^ 
judged, fo cortdemnied, originally in another^ 
aiid may it be the /^y^ / though fuch prece- 
dents, once fet, fcldo.mftnnd fingle ; but are 
apt, even without a bleffing, to be fruitjul 
land multiply in after-times ! a refledlion that 
deferves ferloufly to he confidered by thofe 
who, obferving that this cafe has never be*- 
&re ill all its circutnftances happened, may 
too eafily conclude that it will never happea 
ftgain 1 . 

The whok bill is now beforfe your Lord- 
Ihips ; not the prramble or recital only, but 
the enaSiing part alfo. I am at liberty not 
oiily to clear myfelf from the charge brought, 
but humbly to objeft alfo agalhft the punifh^ 
ment deiigned ; you have not precluded your 
judgem^snt by any previous refolutian concern- 
ing my guilt ; you are capable of examining 
into the truth of matters upon oat by and with 
all ^he (b\ttMi forms of a legal judicature : and 
therefore I have hopej that what is offfer^ hen 
m my behalf, may have k$ due weight, and 

5 ^^# 
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do; on that account^ appear the more cbeai^^ 
fbUy- before you* 

yiy caunfel have done their part, in argu-- 
mg the points oi law^ in explaining and en« 
forcing the evidences on my fide, and inva-^- 
lidating the little colours, appearances, and 
ihadows pf proof (permit me to call them 
what I have proved them) that have been 
produced on the gtber^ and in fetting out 
the confequences with which a bill founded 
on fuch a bottom^ carried on, in fuch z man^ 
nefy and enafting fuch fevere penalties^ .muft 
-and will be attended. 

It may become me alfo to fay fomewhat 
for myfelfi left my Jilence fliould be inter- 
preted into a confcioufnefs of guilt, or at 
ieaft an unwillingnefs to enter into matters 
of fo dark and perplexed, or fo nice and ten-^ 
<ler a nature,* that I either was not able, or 
did not care^ to explain myfelf upon them, 
and chofe therefore to leave all to the manage- 
ment of others. 

I tliank God, I am under no fuch rejiraints^ 
and can fpeak to your Lordfliips on this (iib- 
jeft with great freedom and plainuefs* 

But, before I proceed, 1 beg leave to re* 
prefent to your Lordfhips fome particular 
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hardfliips under which I have laboured; Firft^ 
the reading extracts of anonymous lettersy 
without fufFerihg any other parts of the fame 
letters, though relating to the fame fubjedt, 
to be read. Next, excufing the decypherer 
from anfwering queftions, left he fhould re- 
veal the rules of his aft. The not fuffering 
me to aik the clerks of the poft-office quef- 
tions neceffary to my defence, left the fe^ 
crets of the office fhould be difcovered. The 
not fuffering a perfbn who has been near ten 
years out of the fecretary's office to anfwer 
any queftions relating to the Govemment 
(however necefTary for my defence) which 
came to his knowledge by reafon of his hav- 
ing been in that office. The reading exami- 
nations neither dated, figned, nor fworn to* 
The reading letters, fuppofed to be criminal, 
written in another man*s hand, and fuppofed 
to be dictated by me, without offering any 
proof, though called upon, thatl either dic- 
tated them, or was privy to them. The not 
allowing me copies of the decyphered letters 
(though petitioned for) till the trial was fo 
far advanced that I had not fufficient time to 
confider them. Not allowing me to read 
out of the coHedtion of papers before the 

Houfc 



Houfe ^y part of them, in order to difchargiJ - 
myfelfy but what had been read to charge 
me. 

And all this m a proceeding where thd 
counfel for the biH profefled they had hq 
/egal evidence, nor were to be confined to the 
rules of any court of law or equity, though| 
when it was for their fervice, they conftantly 
iheltered themfelves under them. 

My Lords, thefc are the hardftiips which 
I previoufly mention, and humbly lay before 
your Lord&ips. 

TliQ general charge of the bill is. That / 
Ifove heen deeply concerned in formings dire£iingt 
and carrying on, a wicked anddetejtabk cor^fpi^ 
racy^ and a principal aSlor therein. 

And this general charge is divided into 
two heads. 

!• That / traiteroufiy confuked and cor'- 
refponded with divers perjbns to raifi an injur^ 
reQion againfi bis Majefy wit bin this kingdomy 
and to procure a foreign force to invadttbe fami^ 
in order to depofe bis Majejly^ and place the Pr#- 
lender on bis throne* And, 

2. That I traiteroufiy torrefpmded with the 
fold Pretender^ and perfons employed by bim^ 
knowing them to befo employed^ 

But 
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fiut has either part of this charge becri 
made good k^ the counfel for the bill ? Have 
they proved me guilty of any one confullation 
with any one perfon whatfoever, for the pur* 
pofes alledged ? Is there any thing in the 
Reports J or Appendixes^ that tends towards 
fuch ^ proof, except the idle ftory of the 
Burford Clubi, too much exploded already to 
be worth confuting^ and two or three loofe 
paffages in J^eynoe^s and Pander's hear-fay 
informations, where I am mentioned (by the 
one br the other) together with the Lords 
Orrery y Norths Strafford^ Kinoul^ and Sir 
H. Goring^ as coticerned in the management 
of this ad^air ? Neyno^s pretended intelligence 
is from Kelly ; Pander^ s from Ske^n : both 
Kelly and Skeen have, at your bar, denied 
that they ever faid any fuch thing. 

1 have met all thefe Lords, I own, at dif- 
ferent times : but, upon the beft recolleftion 
1 caa make, I never, in all my life, wis with 
any three of them at oncef unlefs perhaps at 
fome general meeting about affairs then de« 
pending in parliament. 

The Earl of Strafford has vifited me now 
and then, and I him, when I had health; 
and I have dined with him once at his houfe. 

Vol. IL I and 
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and but once that I remember. At my Lord 
North^s table I have not eat fo much as once ; 
and though I have a great honour for that 
noble Lord, yet I never had any intimacy 
with him ; efpecially iince the affair of the 
Dormitory *, wherein he appeared againft me 
with (o much zeal and earneftnefs, that I 
had certainly loft the caufe if his aff^airs had 
not called him into Holland while it was de- 
pending, hazvfon indeed has fworn, from 
Farnden [who denies it], that this Lord often 
vifited me at Bromley : but in truth he never 
was there above thrice in all his life ; and if 
hg had been there oftener, a good account 
might have been given of fuch an intercourfe; 
for he is a tenant of the biflioprick. 

With my Lord Kinoul^ 1 verily believe, I 
have not been once thefe two years : nor met 
my Lord Orrery with company upon any 
bufmefs whatever but that of parliament 
durhig the fame time; and once, I think, 
we dined together at the houfe of a great 
perfon, whofename if I fliould mention, your 
I^ordfliips vvould not think any harm done, 
or intended, at fuch a meeting. I am thus 

^ Sec vol. I. p. 74* 
6 par- 
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jiarticular as to my Lor^ Orrery^ becaufe he 
is faid to have' been the Chairman of that 
dub, of which r was fb ill a member as not 
<o know, no not even at this day, of whom it 
confifted, ot where \t was held. But wheni 
the chairman was hailed^ this groundlefs and 
fenfelefs piece of fdandal vanilhed. - 

I fcarce ever vifited Sir Henry Goring in my 
iifei He has feen me indeed feveral times it 
the Deanry, but not once at Bromley : and 
the occafion 6ffuch vifits was, his placing 
four of his fons at Weftminfter-fchool, where 
(I think) they fiill are, and his intentions 
to breed fbme of them up for the College, 
But Mr. Caryl's iiiformation (upon hear-fay, 
is all the reft againft me are) about a rupture 
between us, is fo far from being true, that 
the laft time Sir Harry faw me (above *a 
twelve-mcHith ago) I promifed him to bring 
one of his fohsiivupon the foundation ; and 
^wiih I may be able to be as good as my 
word. 

Your Lordfliips will excufe the particularity 
of my accounts, when you confider how dan- 
gerous a thing it is for any man to be thought 
too well acquainted with rtie, -and how fit 
it is therefore th^t I (hould clear the perfons 

I z charged 
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charged from lb mifchievous an Imputation }► 
efpecially fince with the(e, 4n4 thefc only, I 
am reported^ - or mfmuatcd^ td have held 
confuhathns to forward the confpiraey ; the 
firft gran<i article of the general charge : and 
indeed a confpiracy without confultations is 
not very intelligible. Hbw that article has 
been made good, your Lordihips will judge ; 
ftot one overt-adlf or circufi^ance of time and 
place J hcmg^ aJledged^ much \^s proved 4 

I proceed now to enquire^ whether there 
jbc any better evidence for my CQnJpiring and 
correfponding than there Ir for my conjulting. 

And here^ my Lordsi the only 2irl\c\t I 
meet with of an home-correfpondence for fuch 
.wicked purpofes is^ that of the military^cheji^ 
-and a fund of^.200,oo(y, faid to be raifed by 
Cpatributions, for the ufe of the confpirators, 
and. depofited in my handsj^i This {lands 
upon Mr* Fancier* i report^ from Mr. Skeea^ 
who has told your Lordihips, that it is falfe; 
and indeed, my Lords, I believe that.it is; 
for, though I know not Mr. Skeen, yet he 
has the reputation of a fenfble mzni arid 
therefore, I am perfuadedy could^ not fay fo 
'Ji/ly a thing. I refer myfelf to what my 
counfcl hav^^ursced on this head; andftaU 

only 
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only add my folemn affurances, that I never, 
had in my pofleffion or power, of my own , 
or other man*s money lodged ift my hands, 
«r in the hands of othtrs with niy confent 
or privity, either in fpecie, bilk, bonds, or 
fccurities of any icind, full ^. 1^290. at any 
one time of my iife, finee I married rny 
daughter afbout eight years ago, except the 
money I cdlefled for the dormitory ; and' 
which, as ibon as 1 had it, I depofited in 
other hands, that I judged refponfible. It' 
vrould be well for me (if i ntuft be ruined by 
the prefent bill) that this article were in 
fome meafure true ; for, as no great fum ap- 
pears to have been dilburfed on this plot, I 
ilippofe the gentlemen concerned would not 
envy me my (hare of it: and then the 
thoMghts of perpetual exile would he * more 
tpierable, when I was fure of forae fupport* 
The Committee of the jEJoufe of Gammons 
heat upon this point often, and make ui^ of 
it to corroborate feveral of their furmifes and 
guefles upon ambiguous paflages in inter- 
ceptM letters. One would think they were 
in earneft ! And yet they arc all of them 
)ionourablc men, and of good un^erftaiiding* 

I 3 I wifli 
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I wifli it were pra£licablei my Lords, to 
infert an advertifement .in the Gazette, in- 
viting every man who had lodged any money 
with me for fuch a purpofe to declare it, 
and promifing him pardon, I would willing- 
ly join in fuch invitation, by figning it my- 
felf. And if. any one perfon of charafter 
fhbuljd, with .circuiijftanccs of credibility, 
affirm, any fuch thing, 1 would not put your 
Lordftilps to the trouble of convifting me, 
but own the whole charge. 

I am not proved^ therefore I am not 
with the leaft colour of proof charge 
fd^ to have confulted and eonfphred here 
?t home. 

The next (and indeed the only material) 
^art of the charge is, my correfpond- 
ing abroad with the Pretender and 
ibofe employed by him^ knowing them to 
ie Jo employed^ 

An high and heinous accufation, my Lords ! 
ftrongly ajferted^ much injified on \ l^u.t how 
maintained? is the queftion. , 

The true ftate of this part of my chgrge, 
as fairly and fully as I can colled iti is this : 
1 will not, in any degree, diflemble the force 
t)f it. J. That 
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I. That I did (April 20, 1722) didate 
three letters*^ to Mr. Dillon^ the late Lord Mar^ 
and the Pretender himlelf ; tinder the feigned 
names of Chivers^ Mufgrave^ and Jack/on ; 
to which letters the names of yones and //- 
lington^ and the number 1378 (all denoting 
me) were, bymydiredlion, fubfcribed* 

2% That afterwards two letters from two of 
thefe. Mar and Dillon (of the dates of May 
nth and July 25) were fent me, under the 
feigned names of Motfield and Dixwell ; and 
intercepted coming to me. 

3. That a certaui interoepted correfpon- 
dence between the Pretender's agents abroad, 
and fome perfons htre, attributed partly to 
Mr. Kelly y and partly to Mr. Carte on this 
fide, was diredled by me ; and that I was at 
the head of it, and am therefore anfwerable 
for what is contained in it. 

This is the fubftance of my charge : all 
the other particulars alledged are circum/lan^ 
tialy and made ufe of only as they are thought 
to give light and ftrength to one or other of 
thefe articles. 

• Sec diefe In vol. I, p. 120.. et Icq. 

I 4 A9 
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As to the firjl of thefe points, That the 
letter to ^ackfon moft certainly was not a letter 
to the Pretender \ and, to whomfoever it was 
written, yet that I did not, and could not, 
poffibly dictate either that^ or the two others 
of the fame date, has been made out to your 
Lordfhips, by fuch a variety of convincing 
reflexions, and fuch a concurrence of eyi- 
dcnce (clear, full, and legal evidence) as, \ 
perfuade myfelf, pan have left no doubt re- 
maining upon the mind of any candid and 
indifFerent perfon. 

A plain matter of faft, fupported by fuch 
•qnited teftimoijjes, cannot be overthrown by 
thofe little guefle§ and furmifes that are 
brought to (hake it. 

Indeed, I was under the known difficulty 
of proving a negative^ which in many cafes 
is not to be done. But it fb happened in tbh 
cafe, that the peculiar circumftances attend-i 
ing this point of time, and never concurring 
in any other part of my life, have enabled me 
to do it ; and, as they have given great ad* 
vantages towards colouring the chargebrought 
againft me, fb have they given me ftill 
greate|r towards removing it. My being con* 
fined April 20, 1722,^ to my bed or chair, 

an4 
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und attended every minute, day and nighty 
before J ^/, and after that time, by fome of 
my fcrvants, and receiving frequent meflages 
by others about my wife's illnefs and ap- 
proaching 4^ath ; the agreeing teftimony of 
the whole family, that noftranger came near 
me about this time ; and the coincidence of 
the eleftion for the fchool of VVeftminfter^ 
which made my feveral fervants capable of 
recollecting the times at which they Were 
either with me or from me ; have concurred 
towards furnlfhing me with fuch a proof of 
my innocence in this matter as, I hope, is 
not to be withftood. 

That thefe three letters are in the hand of 
Mr. Kelly, my fuppofed amanuenfis, has been 
fworn by the clerks of the poft- office 2 but, 
jour Lordfliips will remember, their oaths 
vere at four months diftance from the time 
oi feeing thofe letters : that, during that 
mole feries of letters flopped and copied, they 
ncrer had an opportunity of comparing one 
original with another ; and that the only 
orignal pf Auguft 30, which they detained 
^ afpecimen of the reft, has been proved, 
?t yiur bar, by . • . • witnefles, not to be in 
^he hijd of Mr. JUlfy ; and you wil^ like- 
wife 
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wife pleafe to:< re|xiember, that the very fup^ 
pofition of Mr. Kelly s being my fecretary for 
fuch affairs, or even in any degree of inti- 
macy with me, has been (hewn to be falle 
and groundlefs. 

The decypherers aflertions are neceffary to 
fupport thi^ part of the charge. But, I hope, 
they will not be e'er the more prevalent 
with your Lordfhips becaufe the accufed 
perfon has had no opportunity of examiniiig 
them. This cannot poffibly be done at your 
iar ; and when I defired copies^ in order to 
confider them el/ewhere^ they were denied 
me. Whereas, with your favour, my Lords, 
I had hopes, that fuch new evidence, de- 
pending on the integrity, as well as Ikill of 
the dealers in this dark art, might have beca 
attended alfo with fomc new indulgence :o 
to the criminal; and that nothing fhoiJd 
have been produced againft me which I coald 
not confute only becaufe I could not unier'^ 
fland. 

From ane infance upon which thefe gen- 
tlemen have been examined, it has appared 
that they are at a lofs to prove the certainty 
of thtir cone Iff/ions, built on fuch uncertain 
frcmfes; and that the fclence tf decyhering 

(with 
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(with the leave of the Noble and Right Re- 
verend Liords that drew up the Report) is 
not a phrafe that belongs to them. It majr 
be an art^ and carry fome degree of frcbabi^ 
lity with it, in fome cafes : but being founded 
on gueJfeSy and thofe (as you have heard) 
ibmetimes very uncertain and precarious, it 
can be no fciencf. Nor ought fuch explica- 
tions of decypherers to be urged by way of 
teftimony in any criminal caufe, unlefs the 
party accufed had had time allowed him fuf- 
ficient to examine into the truth of thofe 
explications ; which thefe gentlemen them- 
felves have o\yned at your bar cannot, on 
the fpot and in an inftant, be done : and, I 
hope, their opinion will have as much weight 
wth your Lprdfliips in one cafe, as their con- 
jectures in another. 

, l£ it be faid, fFho then wrote thefe three 
letters J and with what view were they writ- 
ten? the anfwer to the latter of thefe quef- 
tioni is pretty obvious : my being here at 
your bftr fufficwjitly explains it. But am I 
to be called upon to give any account of the 
Jbrme)? It i^ fufficicnt for me to prove who 
i^d net write them, and I have proved it 

abun-f. 
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abundantly. Let but any momentous part 
of the charge brought againft me be made 
out With i&^x^ the evidence, and I will fubmit 
without difputing it. Fhe ox fix fuch living 
witnejfes would have borne down the tefti* 
m^ny of one or twoj who fhould even havc^ 
fworn the contrary. But where there are 
ntme on the one iide (but only uncertaia 
guefles and fpecious appearances)^ and fuch a 
crowd oi pofitive direft witnefles on the other % 
can your Ix)rdfhips deliberate for a moment 
about the reafonablenefs of fixing your judge- 
ments, which ought always, <ven in doubt-* 
fol cafes, to lean toward the favourable fide ^ 

I fhall therefore take this point, in what 
follows, as once for all eftabliflied aid 
granted ; and go on fecurely to (how the 
weaknefs of the rejl of the allegations, which, 
have no firength but as they derive it from 
this. When once the foundation is uncer* 
mined, the reft of the building muft tcttej' 
and tumble. 

As to the other part of the accufkticnon . 
this head, that the Letter to Jackfon vas a 
letter to the Pretender^ I have nothing to dq 
with it. He that wrote that letter, when 
known, will beft be able, as lie is mcft con-r 

cer^ed^ 
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C6riied^ to difprove it. However, fince this 
obje<Slion was thrown in merely ad conflan^ 
dam invidiam^ and as Carrying an odious found 
with it, I fliiall briefly (hew your Lordfliips 
kow that matter ftands* Jackforty it feems^ 
4ii a cypher of PlunketV, is faid to denote the 
Pretender : therefore, in a letter fuppofed tq 
be dictated by. me, and put into cypher by 
Mr. Kelly, it muft denote him alfo. Now 
Plunket's cypher, my Lords, confifts of 1 50 
names, of which not one is even ufed in any 
of the letters attributed to Mr. Kelly. Three 
or four of thefe names are indeed ufed by 
perfons fuppofed to have written to Mr. Kelly 
from abroad : but not one of them is ufed by 
him. Nor does Jackfon ever in his part of 
the correfpondence ftand for the Pretender ; 
though he has fifty occafions of mentioning 
himj it is always under other appellations. 
Nay, Plunket himfelf, in all his letters writ* 
ten upon this cypher, never ftyles the Pre-^^ 
ttvk^tr Jackfon^ hvx oithcr JofepA ovjepbfon^ 
Why (hould a name in Kelly's correfpondence 
be explained by an article in Plunket's cypher^ 
which Kelly appears no way to be acquainted 
with, and which Plunket himfelf never in 
-4hi$ inftance ufed ? I forbear any furrher 

repe- 
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repetition on this head, and IhaU only add, 
that at this rate of interpreting the feigned 
naines in one man's letters by the cypher of 
another, what is there that might not be 
proved? The gentlemen at the bar have 
trndtfome obfervations of this kind : let me 
add one more* In the intercepted correfpon- 
dence, the Pretender is fomctimes ftyled Ad- 
difon : but in Plunkefs cypher, Addtfon ftands 
always for \\x^ Abp. of Canterbury. I make 
this remark with all due regard to that mofl 
reverend Prelate, and think it no greater a 
refleflion upon him^ than it is upon me to 
have the nzm^' J ujtus allotted me in the 
fame cypher : which yet the Committee of 
the Lower Houfe think to be an obfervation 
of fome w^eight ; elfe they would not have 
given it a place in their report. 

[* In this point alfo (and indeed in every 
ppint) thofc who undertook my defence la- 
boured under a very great hardfhip ; fincc 
they had no other materials to help them to 
difprove the mifapplication made of the 
feigned name of Jackjon^ but what they had 

* This paragraph is croffed over in the Bifliop's 
copy. 

from 



IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS, tzf 

from the Report dnd Appendix. And yet, even 
by the help o£ thefe^ they have been able to 
do it fb clearly, fo efFeftually, as to admit 
of no reply. Doubtlefs, whoever had the 
opportunity they wanted, of infpefling all 
t)riginal papers relatuig to the confpiracy, 
mu/if or mig&i • have known ^iU better than 
thy have been able to prove^ that yackjon (to 
whoni the letter of April 20 is diredled) was 
not the Pretender.^ 

My Lords, thefe three were the only let- 
ters at firft exprefsly afcribed to me* .There 
is another to Dubois *, lately found out to be 
of my handwriting : of which thofe who 
feized my papers eight months ago were fo 
little aware, that, though they had then 500 
others, confefledly of my band-writings yet 
they never, upon a comparifon of them with 
this^ fufpe6ted it to have been written hy me ; 
and therefore it was charged in the Report 
as a letter I had received, which difcovered 
one of the fiftitious names that belonged to 
me. The tables are now turned ; and I my- 
felf have written this letter to a feigned cor- 
relpondent, and preferved it among my 
papers under the original feal, a Tully's 

♦ See voU I. p. 121. 

head, 
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head, the fame which I have ufed on othei^ 
occafions. To what end, my Lords ; for the 
letter itfelf is an errant trifle, and not worth 
preferving ? Why, to furnifli a proof, which 
was very much wanted, of my anfwering 
letters by the hand of Mr. Johnfon^ alias 
Kdly. Very ftrange ! that T, who am re- 
prefented as being fo cautious on all other 
occafions^ ftiould be fo carelefs on this ; and 
keep fuch a flight note of my own (the very 
original under my own hand and feal !) which 
could be of no ule to me, and yet might 
hurt me fo much when difcovered. But, in 
truth, it is not of my hand- writing : I ap- 
peal fecurely to every one that knows it* Had 
I written it, it is abfurd to think that I 
ihould ufe a feigned name only for my cor-^ 
refpondent, and mention Mr, Ktlly without 
difguife by the name oiyolmfon^ which (as 
the Committer obferve on this very occafion') 
v)ai the name by which he corijlantly wetH* 
It has no date of the yeaVy and by the ink 
feems to have been written many years ago : 
if above four^ it was before I had ever feen, 
the face of Mn Kelly. 

As to the feal^ it is a common one ; and 
that nothing can be inferr-ed from thence, 

appears 
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appears from the examinations taken at your 
bar, to which I refer myfelf. 

I know not what further can be faid on 
this matter till the counfel have further ex- 
plained themfelves, and told us what ufe they. 
intend to make of the experiments about the^ 
fimilitude of feals; which has given your 
Lordfliips much trouble, and which, I own, 
I do not comprehend. * \ : 

However, this Letter to Dubois^ as infig-: 
nificant as it may be in other refpedls, yet 
thus far is of ufe, as it (hews the weaknefs 
of any charge that is fupported by fuch un- 
certain conjedtures and precarious reafonings. 
Two fchemes have been advanced concerning 
it, contradi(£ling each other ; one of them 
muft^ and both w^jy be falfe; and which* 
foever of them Is true, yet nothing to the 
difadvantage of the perfbn accufed can be 
built upon either. 

The extraordinary ftep lately taken at the 
Tower, in order to difcover fomcwhat that 
might fortify the conjeftures Taifed on this 
letter, do, I think, (hew that tkey were 
not much depended on * El(e furely it had 
pot been worth while tq endeavour to 
VoL^ Jit I^ ftrengthea 



ftr^ngthen th«m bj fuch an aft o£ illegal 
violence ! 

ThA fecbnd article of my charge is^ that 
two letters from Mar and DUhn^ under diie 
feigned names of Moifkld and Dixweilj were 
iat»rcepted coming tame. One of them the 
counfeL for the bill hath dref^ped, but I Ihall 
<»nfidear both of thejn* That they reached 
me, is not affirmed \ that I anfwered them, is 
xiot pretended ; and is by me, with great truth, 
denied. Both the letters are mere compli-n 
ments, without a criminal expreffion, or ^ 
word of bufinefs in either of them^ They 
would afie<3: me indeed if receiv^fed,. as the 
perfons fuppofed to have written them are 
fuch with whom I ought to niaiatain? pq 
corrcipondenc®. But is that proved^ as welj 
zs fuppofed ?> Is. there any evidence concern- 
ing the hands, in which they were written I 
Not a word ! And yet that feems very ne- 
ceffary in order to afcertain the charge. Any 
man that pleafea may write to me, and take 
to himfclf what feigned mimes ht pleafes. Bu$ 
I am not ^nfwerable foif fuch fetters, untelis 
I appear to. have received and approved th^m^ 
and to have kept up the correfjpondeiice ; no^ 

thin^ 
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thing of which kind is, in this cafe, attempted 
to be made out. 

The letter from Motfield. to lUington^ of 
May II, cannot r^afonably be thought to 
have been written with any other view than 
that of being intercepted, and of fixing on 
me the letter of April ao to Mujgrave^ th* 
receipt of which is there owned ; and fome* 
thing is further added, to point out my func* 
fion and circutoftances, aiid prevent mif* 
takes. This letter is committed to the com* 
mon poft, and fent upon its errand ! One 
piay doubt wha, wrote it : but one cannot 
doubt with what defign it was written. Yoiu: 
Lordfhips wifdom will fee through thefc ma- 
licious difguiies, and not make me accoun- 
table for letters thus bandied to and fro in 
the dark, between two unknown correfpon- 
dents, on purpofe to raife fufpicioos of a 
thiniy who is altogether a ftranger to what 
they are doing. 

Andiiere, my Lords, I defire that the ob- 
fervation made by my counfel may not be 
forgotten, that, in all the intercepted letters 
from abroad, the perfons that lie hid under 
fiSitious names are fcarce ever difcovered 
and pixinted out by the addition of fuch fafts 

K 2 and 
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and dates, and particular circumftances, as 
may faftcn thofe names upon them ; fo that 
the Committee, though they make alhift to 
guefs, yet are often at a lofs to fay with any 
aflurance who is meant by them. In my 
cafe only the matter is otherwife ; for the 
fiditipus names applied (o me are attended 
generally with fuch defcriptions and circum* 
ftantial accounts, as may naturally lead thofe 
who Ihould intercept the letters to fix on 
me. The writers of them ufe their art, not 
to difguife, but open the fcene, and feem to 
be in pain left they (hould not be well enough 
underftood wherever they would have it 
thought that I am concerned. Now this, 
being contrary to the methods of referve 
praftifed by theni in all other cafes, fmells 
ftrongly of contrivance. 

The letter of July 25, from Dixwell to 
Wefton^ is an exception in this cafe, and not 
fo well contrived as it fhould have been if/ 
am to be underftood by Wejton. It is written 
upon the plan of thofe circumftances I was 
under two or three months before ; which 
the writer had heard of, and unluckily ap^* 
plied at ajunfture when they were altogether 
improper and impertinent. And tho|igh he 
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reached his dm in one refpeft, that his letter 
was intercepted^ yet he miffed it in another ; 
for Ft does not dejcribe me. 

My Lords, thefe two are the only inftances 
of my being direSlly concerned in any foreign 
correfpondence. They are not fufficient, 
when duly confidered, even to blaft a man's 
fame: fhall they contribute to affeft me in 
fo high a manner as is intended ? 

It remains to be confidered in the third 
place, whether a certain intercepted corre- 
fpondence between the Pretender's agents 
abroad f * and Mr. Kelly was] really directed by 
me ; whether I was at the head of it, and am 
therefore to anfwer for what is contained in it. 
That / am not^ Mr. Kelly hlmfelf I hear, 
has owned at your bar ; and declared that he 
never imparted a line to me of any one letter 
he wrote to foreign parts : [+ and if Mr. Carte 
was here, he would, I am fure, out of juftice 
to me, and regard to truth, make the like 
declaration. Since he is not, I can only 
purge myfelf of it in the moft ferious and 
awful manner, as I will do before I finifh 

* Originally, [and feme perfons here^ and attri- 
buted partly to Mr. Kelly ^ and partly to Mr. Carte^ 
on this fide ^ was really, &:c.] 

\ This paflage is croffed out in the Bilhop's copy. 

K 3 v^Wv 
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what I have to fay to your LordfliipsJ I 
fntddlc not with what concert Jbimy any far- 
thcr than it may be thought to affedJ: we^ 
And the thief inftance of that kind which 
occurs, is the prefent of the Jogy faid to be 
piade to Mr. Jonfs or Mrs. Illington. 

The true account of that matter is, that in 
H letter to Hatfield^ May 5th, from one who 
figns 918 (interpreted Marr) are th6fe words, 
7be little dog was Jent ten days ago ^ and or- 
dered to be delivered to you. But there is no 
intimation in this, or any other letter from 
abroad y that the prefent was intended further. 
In two other letters from hence (by whom 
written does not yet appear) fomebody is 
mentioned, under the different names of Mr. 
Jones and Mrs. Illington^ in fuch a manner 
as if the prefent had been defigned for that 
perfon : but with fuch abfurd circumftances 
as are neither applicable to my wife nor me. 
Particularly, May 7, in a letter from Hatfield^ 
it is faid, Mrs. Illington is in great tribulation 
for poor Harlequin ; which, being five days 
after the burial of my wife, cannot mean her ; 
and, being but five days after it, can as little 
mean me^ confidering the melancholy cir- 
cumftances I was then under. So that the 
» writer of this letter muft either have known 

nothing 
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hothingofmy fartiSlyaffaiw; or, if he did, 
muft have difletnbied his knowledge of them, 
in order to' raife a fufpicioa of nte with rela- 
tion to this prelcnt. And in either cafe, what 
he fays is not to be regarded. 

The French furgeon and Mr. Kelly, who 
only know any thing of this matter, cleat 
me. Mrs* Barnes has varied in her evidence, 
and has fometinies affirmed, and fometimes 
denied, that the dog Was for toe. And the 
moft th^ Ihe has ever faid on that head is, 
that Mr» Kelly otitt told her fo. For myfelf, 
I cam with all truth and ferioufnefs fay, that 
I never ajke^^ rttei'Otdy or faw this prefent^ 
nor know any thing of it but from tonmoH 
famt ; nor have I to this iity had any lethr 
or mtjage whatever, from any one. Concern* 
in git. 

The aim of this little cotitriratlce feems to 
have been to point me out as the perfon to 
whom the names of Jones and lUingtdny fub^ 
fcribed to the letters of April 2<i, belonged; 
by ufing tliem again on the ocpafion of this 
prejenty and taking Care fo to manage the 
whole as that it fhduld become matter of 
public difcourfe. And perhaps they were not 
much in the wrong, who thought, that one 

K 4 inters 
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intercepted dog might be as ufeful to this pur- 
pofe as ten intercepted letters. However^ both 
ways were tried, and muft have fucceeded, 
bad I not been able to prove that thofe 
letters were not written by my order, or 
with my knowledge. And therefore the ufe 
of fuch names in fubfequent letters is only a 
continuance of the fraud thus begun ; and 
the latter is eafily accounted for, when once 
we are fatisfied of the former. 

And this obfervation runs through the 
whole of this correfpondence, wherever the 
names of Jcfnes and IlUngton occun To apply 
thefc to me^ becaufe they are faid to belong 
to me in the letters of April 20, is to beg the 
very point that is denied \ and has not only 
\>ttn denied J but difproved with all manner of 
evidence and clearnef?^ 

My counfel have fhewn, that (bme things 
faid of Jones in (what is called) the inter- 
cepted correfpondence are to the laft degree 
abfurd when applied to me. And no one 
would ever have thus applied them, but upon 
a fuppofition that I diftated the letter of 
April 20, to which the name of Jones is 
fubfcribed. That fuppofition is dcftroyed 

and 
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and with it every thing falls that depends 
altogether upon it. 

1 can add little to what my counfel have^ 
iaid concerning the other feigned names of 
FJg and Wefion ; and (hall not . trouble your 
Lordfhips with mere repetitions. It has beeti 
fliewn, that what is faid of thefe infome in^^ 

ftancesy cannot poffibly mean nie ; if in other 
obfcure paffiges I am defigned by thofe names 

, (which I neither admit nor deny) , the wri-* 
ters of fuch letters, when difcovered, can 
beft explain their own meaning : it is all a 
riddle to me ; and till I am proved to have 
been privy to this correfpondence (which 
can never be done) the folution of it no ways 
concerns me. The coincidence of my jour- 
neys to and from Bromley, with the accounts 
given by the writers of thefe letters, was 
the point principally relied on to prove that 
they had frequent accefs to me, and there- 
fore probably wrote by rpy advice and direc- 
tion. But your Lordfhips have heard it made 
out (and becaufe it is very material, I (hall 
briefly repeat it), that of /even inftances of 
this kind infifted on in the Report, iAree are 
manifeft miftakes ; two only of the accounts 
are cxaft ; and two others may be right or 

wrong. 
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wrong, as the words are explained in this of 
that meaning. And had they all been exafl, 
yet nothing could have been inferred from 
them, becaufe it was eafy for the perfon who 
managed this tranfaftion here to get an ac- 
count of my motions from my neighbours 
and fervants, in order to render his contri-* 
Vance the more plaufible and probable. 

That Mr, Kelly is no ftranger to me, I own : 
but that he is in any degree intimate with me, 
or frequently faw me, I deny. Or what evi- 
dence is there for it, but the idle tales of 
Mrs. Levet ? or how is his foleran denial of 
it at your bar contradided ? Mrs. Kilhurn 
fays, he was once to have dined with me : 
What then ? Flower the chairman fays, he 
carried him twice or thrice to the Deanry 
aboutyi«r years ago^ but never found me at 
home. I believe what he fays is falfe : but 
admit it. Vanlear the porter fays, he brought 
a letter and fome ftockings from Mr. Kelly to 
me at the Deanry, and carried once a fealed 
note from me back again to him, about 
Chriftmas was twelvemonth. The founda- 
tion of this ftory is true, that Mr. Kelly fui>- 
nilhed me with beaver- ftockings and gloves ; 
and therefore I Ihall not difpute what he 

fays; 
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fays ; though that circumftanc? of a potter** 
coming up to me, at the dirtied time of tht 
year, into my bed-chamber, is very extras 
ordinary* And even this evidence owns, that 
though he wzs the perfon that conftantljr 
went on Mr. Kelly's errands, when he was in 
the way, yet he never was {ent by him but 
twice to me iti fbme years. 

There is no proof befides, but the late re* 
celle<9:ions of Mrs. Levet^ fince fhe was af- 
perfed as a woman of an ill fame by Mr9. Barnes 
before the Houfe of Commons, and has had 
perhaps other inducements to whet her me- 
mory, which yet goes no further than tx> 
cite Mrs. Barnes for what (he fays Mrs* 
Barnes told her from Kelly. And it is ob- 
fervable, that in the fame depofition (be 
quotes the fame authority for 200 perfons 
being fent out of the way, to prevent their 
" difcovering fomewhat ; and fhe infinuates 
that they were murdered :_ for that, I 
think, is the natural meaning of their never 
feeing the light ^gain. I fuppofe, one part of 
her depofition is juft as true as the othen Now, 
on the other fide, there is the evidence of all 
my fervants, and others, who have upon 
oath attefted that they do not know ^ther 

the 
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the name or face of Mr. Kelly, which could 
not poffibly be, if he witd frequently to refort 
to me. 

[* The fame they {ay of Mr. Carte. Indeed 
a brother + of his, for whom, at the inftance 
of a noble lord, I procured a living from the 
chapter of Weftminfter, faw me often for 
two or three years laft paft ; but Mr. Carte 
the Nonjuror very rarely.] 

Such a flight acquaintance as I had with 
either of them could be no temptation to 
enter into fecrets of fuch a dangerous con- 
fequence as thofe which the Report fuppofes 
to have p^fled between us. They mufl know 
little either of them or me^ that could fufpeSl 
fuch a thing of me ! 

However, fufpicion is not now the bufinefs, 
but proof They that prove fomethtng may 
be allowed to fufpeSl more : but they that 
prove nothing have no right to indulge their 
cndlefe fufpicions and conjedlures to the ruin 
of any man ; for twenty probabilities, allowed 
to be fuch J are not equal to one plain matter 
of fadt, well attefted. They may flrengthen 

* This paragraph is crofled over in the Bilhop's 
copy. 

^ John Carte, M. A. Vicar of Hinckley. 

the 
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the teftimpny of a living witnefs ; but thejr 
(rannot rife up to the force of it. They can* 
not of themielves be evidencfy either in law 
pr reafon : becaufe one let of probabilities may 
be oppofed by another, and, at that rate, the 
mind of the judge muft for ever be kept in 
fufpence. I ule this diftinftion between 
evidence in law and evidence in reafon ; be- 
caufe the counfel for the bill feem to have 
reforted to fomething like it : whereas I al- 
ways thought, that the public law of the 
ftate was the public reafon of the ftate, and 
that whatever might be reafonable evidence in 
another country (though in my confciencc 
the evidence brought againft me would be 
thought reafonable in none), yet in /A/j coun- 
try no evidence could be reafonable that was 
not legal. 

But I alk, by what fort of evidence, either 
in law or reafon, the accufation brought 
againft me has been maintained ? 
How am I proved^ in the 

I ft place, " To have traiteroufly confulted 
" and correfponded With divers perfbns 
" to raife an infurrcftion and rebel- 
•* lion againft his Majcfty within this 
M kingdom; and to procure a foreign 

" force 
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•* force to invade the fame, in drcfcr 
•* to depofe his Majefty, and place tha 
<* Pretender on hb throne T" 

How am I proved^ in the 

2d place, *^ To have traitcroufly a^^ 
^* re/ponded wrth the faid Pretender, 
*^ and perfons eniployed bfy him, 
^* knowing theto to be fo enaployed ?'^ 

Is there o/?^ article of either of thefe charges 
made out agamft me» I fay not in the due 
firms of law^ hut with any colour of reafbn ? 
Is any one otherwife fupported than by fupr 
portions nvithout proofs nay by fuppofitions; 
aftirally di/proved^ and (hewn to be vain and 
groxittdlefk If the /r^^ brought, in all thefe 
cafes, wants ftrength, can the hear/ays of 
Neynoe afford it any, which do themfclves, 
above all other partsof the Report, want to 
be proved, and rendered credible ? 

Neynoe pretended not (for atight appears) 
to know any thing of me: He only quotes 
Mr. Kelly for his intelligence. Mr. Kelly ab- 
folutely denies it ; and there is nobody elfe to 
back it. I tnink fuch a dead evidente cannot 
zSkd: Mr. Kelly himfelf; much lefs can it 

affea 
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aSfefl me through himj when he declarts he 
never faid any fuch things. Were Neynoe 
now alive, and Mr. Kelly dead, and incapable 
of contracHding him, what Neynoe pretended 
tp have by hear/ay only from Kelly would 
not fure be of much weight. Shall what 
J\feynoe^ now deadj fays againft a third perfbn, 
and Kelly now living contradifts, be thought 
pf any moment ? 

Concerning bearfay evidence in general, and 
the regard that is due to it, I defire your 
I^rdfliips a paflage may be read out of Sir 
John Fenwick's bill of attainder. [N. B. 
the whole preamble read.] There it is 
recited, as one of the inducements that 
moved the King,- Lords, and Commons, to 
pafs that aft, that he had " contrived anxt 
^* framed falfe and fcandalous p^rs, as his 
^' informations, reflefting on the fidelity of 
^' feveral noble peers, divers members of the 
*' Hou{e of Commons, and others, only BY 
^* HEARSAY.'- Shall that be accepted in this 
parliament for evidence^ which is declared to 
have been one motive for attainting a man in 
{mother ? If it were an aggravation of Sir 
John Fenwick-s guilt to have charged other 
foen by beurjay^, ihall- the being thus charged 

be 
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be any proof of mine ? Surely that Houfb 
of Commons in 1696, which brought in the 
bill, would not have thought fo ; nor will 
thofe of your Lordftiips fo think, that conr 
iented (here or elfewhere) to the pafling of 
it. And as for thofe who did not confent to 
it, I may venture to fay that they will be ex- 
ceedingly puzzled to find a reafon why they 
oppofed Sir J. Fenwick's bill, and yet favour 
the paffing of this. Is the guilt obje<3:ed to 
me, if it could be proved, in any meafure, 
like his ? or is ther6 any comparifon be- 
tween the. proof made againft him, and that 
by which I am attacked, fo as to make it 
imrcafonable in his cafe, and reafon able in 
mine, to fupply the detefts of fuch proof by 
an a<9: of parliament ? But I return to Nejrioe, 
into wbofe character and credibility it is need- 
lefs to enquire, after the concurrent teftimo-r 
ny of thofe five witneffes which appeared at 
your Lordfliipb' bar on Thurfday laft. And 
even without their afliftance, the very papers 
of informations given in by Neynoe^ and 
printed in the Appendix, are fufficient to fa-r 
tisfy us of his charafter. It is plain he was 
prepared to have fworn backwards and for- 
wards ; to have affirmed or denied any thing. 

He 
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tit was let into bM fevrefs^ if you will believe 

Ijim. He knew that a certain Lord of the 

council gave me notice of my being to he taken up^ 

fome days before it happened \ he knew even to 

"what ufe dndpurpofe the protefis of your Lord-^ 

Jhips in the toft fejjion were chiefly defigned and 

calculated \ and, as appears from the paper 

found in his pocket after his death, had un^ 

dertaken to give an iaccount of it* I wonder 

much that perfons of good difcernnaent 

fhouid think it worth their while either to 

a£kj ox to receive fuch accounts from him ; 

or even to print the paper wherein that mon- 

ftroiis article is contained, becaufe it fiip- 

gefts a refleflion, which, though it touchc:s 

me flearlyj I care not to explain. He was 

the late fearl Marlfchal's bedfellow for feveral 

nights 2 from him he received beads, and 

upon them drew up three feveral memorials to 

the Regent. It happened unfortunately that 

he kept no copy of thefe heads^ nor the fo:d 

draughts of fuch memorials^ which it imported 

him in the higheft degree to have done, 

whether he then intended to go on in the 

way he was in of promoting the confpiracy, 

or to difcover it. In either cafe, the evidence 

of his having been thus employed would 

Vol. II. L • have 
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have been of great fervice to him. But hd 
was not able to produce a line of fuch heacls^ 
or memorials ; and yet the Report of the 
Houfe of Commons upon the bafis of thiefe 
memorials builds the whole fabric of the con- 
fpiracy-r 

He knew^ what nobody elfe ever knew^ 
that I have lain hid under the name of Nauii' 
ton ; and would doubtlefs have known who 
my correfpondent Dubois was, had the 
fchemeof my writing that letter rayfelf been 
then thought of. He would have found out 
a reafon for my correfponding with the Car- 
dinal of that name ; and^. 500. would have 
made him affirm, that he carried the letter 
himfclf\ though, perhaps, afterwards he 
would not have ftood to his word ! 

He knew the Pretender s particnkr opinion 
of me — or of any body elfe if it had been 
thought fit to aflc hiiii«^--/A^/ he relied upon 
advices from me more than from any man. How 
did he know it ? Kelly told him fo. But 
who told Kelly this ? for it is not to be fup- 
pofed that a man of Mr. Kelly's rank hsfed it 
from the Pretender himfelf, but from per- 
fons of an high ftation, and nearer to the 
Pretender. Let us confider, once for all, 

how 
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how this part of Neynoe's evidence miift 
ftand upon the foot of a certain paper in the 
Appendix (E 8.), ihtitnled, " Notes taken by ^ 
*• Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer," &c. 
A right honourable perfon hears Neynoe fay, 
that he had heard Kelly fay, what he muft 
have heard perfon s of greater figure fay, that 
they had heard the Pretender fay, concerning 
the Bi(h6p of Rochefter. And by this chain 
of hearfays, ^thus deduced, am / proved to 
be a fort oi jirfl Minijter to the Pretender. 

[* And this is to be offered as evidence to 
your JLordfliips ; and if it be not received, 
you muft either condemn me without any, 
or acquit me. For there is jiot an hearfay 
befide this, and fuch as thefe from Neynoe y 
againft .me ; except one other from Pander ^ 
about the military cheft^ which has been al- 
ready confidered.] 

Let me fpeak, my Lords, (always, I hope, 
with that n^odefty which becomes an accufed 
perfon, but yet) with the freedom of an 
Englifhman. Had nothing been opened to 
you concerning this man's character and fe- 
cret tranfafkions, could you pofTibly have be- 

* This paragraph is croffcd over in the Bifhop's 
copy. 

L 2 lieved 
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Meved the romantic tales he has tpld ? Could 
this pretender to fecrets have had, or (hall he 
ftill have, any weight v^rith your Lordfliips, 
who threw away his life rather than venture 
to ftand to the truth of what he had faid ? 
fhall this man do more mifchief by his death, 
than he could have done if living? fo;: 
then he could have been confronted, puzzled, 
and confounded ; fhame and confcioufnefs 
might have made him unfay what he had 
Jaid. But a dead, man can retraSl nothing, 
IVhat he has written he has written : the ac- 
cufation muft ftand juft as it is ; and we are 
deprived of the advantages of thofe confe£ions^ 
which truth and remorfe had once extorted, 
and would again have extorted from him« 

However, I fhould have been glad to have 
had all that even this witnefs faid ; and would, 
have hoped that, by a comparifon of the fe- 
veral parts of the ftory he at feveral times 
told, fome light might have been gained that 
is now wanting ; particularly by the know-' 
ledge of what he faid freely and voluntarily, 
and in good humour, before his rough ufage 
upon his return from Deal had frightened 
him into new confeffion. But I think we 
have the evidence only of a few of the laft 

days 
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days of his life. All the preceding time, 
when he \?i^s moft in favour and confidence 
with a great man, is a blank ; we have no ac- 
count of it j and yet, it 13 faid, he underwent 
fre(|uent examinations during that time. But 
they were not, it feems, fb maturely weighed 
and digefted as to be thought worth being 

(Committed to writings 

But he Is gone to his place, znd has anfwered 
for what he has faid at another tribunal. I 
defire not to blenjifli his charader any farther 
{than is abfolutely necefl'ary to ray own juft 
defence, which I fhall now purfue farther, by 
fonfidering, 

Firft, the inconjijlency of fonie parts of the 
charge brought againft me, and then the ut- 
ter improbability of it. 

The Report takes uotice of three feveral 
branches, or ftages, qf the confpiracy ; the 
I ft, which (in confequenpe of Igme memo- 
Tials to the Regent) was to haye taken place; 
during the eleStions ; the 2d, upon the King^s 
going to Hanover ; the 3d, upon the breaking 
up of t h e en capmen t. 

There is nqt an hint of my guik as to the 
laft of thefe three defigns, in any paper whAt- 
(bever ; and yet the recitals of the bill men- 

L 3 tion 
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tion this third branch of the plot, and tha^ 
moft de^eftable part of it, the intention 
of laying violent bands on his Majefty ; and 
charge me afterwards with the whole. And 
the counfel for the bill have opened it (very 
gravely) with an account of Mr. Layer's 
fcheiiie, as if I had fome concern in it, withr 
cut offering the leaft proof ^to that pvjrpofe. 
Thefe may be, for aught I know, tht forms 
cf law ufual ii^ fuch charges; . but furely 
they are in themfelves cruel artifices^ to involve 
a -man in the appearances of guilt where 
there is not the leaft colour or pretence fof 
charging him. 

Indeed of thtfrji branch of the confpiracy, 
which was to have taken place during thfi 
ele^ions^ I am fuppofed by the Committee 
(Rep. p. 3.) not to have be6n ignorant. The 
only argument for my guilt iti that cafe is, a 
paflage in the letter to Jackfony April 20, 
1722, where it is faid, tfie prefent opportunity 
is elapfed, /. e. (fay the Committee opt of the 
plenitude of their interpreting power) the 
opportunity of the eleSlions^ mojl of whtQh 
were then pver. 

To clear this point, and withal to fliew 
how inconfiftent the feveral parts of \Xij accp- 

fatipr^ 
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* , 

fation are, I Ihall recite the entire paflage, as 
it lies ill that letter, and njake fome reflec- 
tions upon it^ 

" Notwithftaoding this opportunity is 
*^ ejapfed/' fays the writer to Jacklbii, *' I 
" agree with you, another may offer before 
^' the end of the year, though not perhaps 
" every way fo favourable." The Committee 
fuppofe this to have been a letter to the Pre- 
tender^ and they fuppofe this letter to have 
been di<Sated by tney and they fuppofe thefe 
words of it to refer to the time of the elec^ 
tions ; and from thefe three fuppofitions infer ^ 
that I knew fomewhat of a defign then to 
take place. On the contrary, I (hall, even 
upon the two firft of thefe fuppofitions, (hew 
that it is impoffible the laft of the three, and 
the inference drawn from thence, ihould 
hold. 

if this were a letter from me (or from afiy 
one) to the Pretender, it muft have been in 
anfwer to one from him ; repeating his very 
exprefiions, and agreeing with his opinion 
there declared, that a certain opportunity vcas 
elapfed. And his opinion expreffed in that 
letter muft have been founded on intelligence 
before received from England, which intel- 

L 4 ligence, 
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ligence, confidering the diftance between 
London and Rome, j^iuft have been cpmmuy 
nicated from hence two months at leaft, if 
Dot longer^ before the date of thefe letters of 
April 20 ; and if we go back two months 
from April s^o, the opportunity of the elec- 
tions was then fb far from being elapfcd^ that 
it was not in fome time to happen. Cpnfe- 
quently the opportunity hinted at in that let-? 
ter of April ?o (whatever it ineant) could 
not poflibly mean tlie time of the eleSIionSj if 
this letter w^s (as the Committee not only 
fuppofe, but aj^rm) a letter to, and in an-? 
fwer to one wxitttnfrom^ the Pretende;:. 

My Lords, I am not now proving that 
this was not a letter to the Pretender, nor 
written by me (thofe two points have been fo 
well fettled alrieady by my counfel as to nee4 
no further clearing) ; but I am obferving tq 
your Lord (hips (as I have a right to do) how 
inconfftent the charge is ; fince, if this had 
been a letter to the Pretender, it is impoflir 
ble that thefe words of it (hould refer tp the 
time of the ele6tipns ; and again, if thefe 
words of it do refer to that time, it is itrv? 
poffible this fliould have been a letter to the 
Pretenden 

The 



IN THfi HOtJSE OFXORDS. I53 

The inconjiftence of the charge jnay alfo from 
Jthe fame paffage of this letter be manifefted 
in another refpedt. For the perfbn writing it 
April 2a (if it be a letter written in good 
earneft) appears to have then given over nil 
thoughts of any new opportunity that fhould 
offer, till towards the efid of the year^ [** I 
** agree with you,** fays he, ^^ another op- 
^* portunity riaay offer before the end of the 
^ year/'j And yet the Committee find fomc 
words in a letter written ten days afterwards 
[May J.] wherein the Bifhop, under the 
feigned n^me of Jones^ is fuppofed to be 
piafcing fame military preparations, and deeply 
^engaged in that fecond branch of the confpi- 
racy, whicji, they fay, wis defigneid upon the 
King^s' going to:Hanover. 

How do thefe things confifi ? If I wrote, 
or diftated^ that Letter of April 20, I could 
not be engaged in the fecond branch of the 
confpiracy then under agitation ; if I lyas 
engaged in it, how can I be imagined to have 
written that letter ? Both cannot be true^ 
yet both are charged. But hth may h^falfe : 
^nd, I hope, I have fatisfied your Lordfhips 
that,- as 1 did not diftate the one^ fo I was no 
ways concerned in the other. Can any one 

believe 
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(relieve that I was, who refleds on the fad 
circumftances I was then under? Afflifte^ 
by the death of my wife not yet interred, 
and deprived of the ufe of ^1 nay limbs by a 
feverc fit of the gout ! was that a time for 
jfones to provide Aim/elf (as the phrafe is) 
mib an eajy /addle ? [^ was that a time for 
him to be in great tribulation for poorHarlequin^ 
as the correfpondent here, whoever he waa, 
expreffes it ?] is there a man fo for under 
f he power of prejudice as to believe that fuch 
an expreflion, at fuch a juncture, arc appli- 
cable to me ? I forbear further inftances, 
though they are numerous ; but I am natu^ 
j-ally led, by this inftance, to confider the 
improbability (as well as inconjiftence') of the 
charge brought againft me. For, my Lords, 
fince I am charged, without pofitive proof, 
by probabilities alone, you will, I doubt no^, 
allow me to anfwer my indiftment in the fame 
manner it is laid, and to fet one coUedlion of 
probabilities againft another I 

Is it probable, my Lords, that, if I were 
engaged in any fuch defign, no fpotfteps 
Ihould appear of any correfpondence I have 

, * This fcntence is crojQTed out in the Bifliop*s 
copy. 

had 
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fiad with the late Duke of Ormonde to whom, 
of all the perfons now abroad, I was beft 
kiiown, and for whom Ihad thegreateft re- 
gard, and ililj h^ve all the regard which is 
confiftent with my duty tp my King and ipy 
^country ? 

Is it probable that I (hould choofe rather 
to engage thus deeply with two perfons, one 
of which I never faw, and with the other I 
\yas but very (lightly acquainted when he 
left England? did I not know, what all 
the world knew, that he had left the Pre- 
tender's feirvice now for many years, and was 
fupported by a penfipn ffom hence ? was 
this a feafon for me to enter into confidence 
with him about reftoring the Pretender? and 
to do this, not by mefl'ages, but letters, and 
thofe fent, not by exprefles, but by the 
common poft ; ^d containing fuch accounts 
of my circumftances and condition at that 
time (the moft remarkable period of all my 
life) as, if my letters Ihould be intercepted 
would go a good way towards fixing them 
upon me? that, by thus writing lo, him by 
the poft, I fhould, as it were, invite him to 
write to me in the fame manner, and by 
^b^t means furnifh new opportunities towards 

de- 
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(dete£ting the defign, and bringing myfelf 
into danger } 

How, upon this fuppofition, does that 
charafter of caution and tvarinefs, under which 
1 am reprefented, at all belong to me ? muft 
I not have been the moft raffi and indifcreet 
of all men, if I laid myfelf open to detedlion in 
fo foolifh a manner ? was I fecure, and 
thought I fhould not be watched and obferved ? 
It is plain, from a poftfcript to one of thofe 
letters, that the writer of them (whoever he 
was) thought othcrwife. Could a man write 
that P* S* wherein he re/olves to fend nothing 
hy the poji^ and yet fend that very letter by 
the poft ? is it not much more probable, 
that the artful writer intended by this means 
to account for the non-interception of any 
letters from the fame perfon afterwards? 
This is a confident fchemc ; the other is a 
wild abfurdity ! 

Is it probable that, when I was attending 
the fick bed erf my wife, and was cxpedling 
her death not only dslly but bourfy^ I fliould 
enter into negotiations of that kind, and never 
after, when I was more at cafe and liberty, 
rcluoM them ? 

There 



IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS. I57 

- There was no need of difpatching at that 
time any one of thefe thrcie letters. The mat- 
ter of them required no expedition. They 
are mere excufes for not writing ; and had L 
been the inditer, the known circumftances of 
my family and health would have been a fuf- 
ficient excufe for my filence ; and a third hand 
would as effeSiually and more decently have 
conveyed that excufe. 

Is it probable that, when I was carrying on 
public buildings of various kuids at IVefimtn^ 
fter and Bromley^ when I was confulting all 
the books of the church of JVeftminfter from 
the foundation, and was engaged alfo in a 
correfpondence with two learned men *, about 
a fubjeftof great ufe and equal difficulty, the 
fettling the times of writing the Four Gofpels, 
that I ihould at that very time be diredling 
and carrying on a confpiracy ? He that can 
entertain fuch a thought of me without rea- 
fon, may alfo condemn me without a witnefs ; 
and arguments will fignify nothing to him. 

Is it probable that I (hould hold meetings 
and confultations to form and forward this 
confpiracy, and yet nobody living know 

* The then Biflxap of Oxford Dr. Potter, and 
Dr. Wall. 

where^ 
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nvbercy wherij and with whom, they werd 
held? that I, who lived always at home, 
and never (when at the Deanry) ftirred out 
of one room, ^yhere I received all company 
promifcuoufly, and denied not myfelf to any^ 
(hould have opportunities of concerting fuch 
matters ; or, if I had, yet that none of my 
domefticks, or friends with whom I moft 
familiarly lived, (hould ever obferve any ap- 
pearances of this kind ? that, if I had beeil 
in thefe meafures, no evidence of it would 
have been found in my papers, which were 
all at once feized at both my houfes, and 
fifted with the utmoft exaftnefs ? that, 
after above eight months imprifonment, and 
above twelve months diligent enquiry into 
my conduft and correfpondencc, my friend- 
(hips and acquaintances ; after confining all 
my men fervants (but one) now for feven 
weeks, and fearching me twice in the Tower 
itfelf, in order to make new difcoveries ; 
nothing of confequence Ihould appear againft 
me, nor any one living witnefs charge me 
with any thing really criminal ? 

Is it probable that I (hould form a direft 
confpiracy, that was to be carried on by force 
qf arms, and to owe all its fucccfs to. the 

opera- 
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operations of w^r, with which I am no more 
acquainted than I am with the perfons fit to 
be employed on thofe occafions ? My way 
of life has not led me to be converfant with 
fUch men ind fuch matters : I have fat in 
Chapters J in Convocations), iii Parliaments J 
but in a CouiicU of War I never fat, much 
kfs was at the head of it. 

Have I ever yet, in any one inftance of my 
life, meddled remarkably out of my own 
Inhere, in affairs that were foreign to my 
cmployriients and charafter, and of which I 
could be no competent judge ? I may have 
been thought perhaps too aftive in my proper 
ftations and bufinefs : but I was never charged 
with iiiterpofing in matters with which I was 
no ways acquainted, and muft have appeared 
ridiculous in pretending to cOnduft. 

Is it not rather probable that fuch a mill-* 
tary fcheme (if there were any fuch) fhould 
have been formed and directed by men of the 
fword^ though they yet remain undifcover* 
fed ? muft the whole accufation and punifh- 
ment, without proof and without probability, 
center in me^ whofe profefiion and way of life 
fets me at the greateft diftance from fuch de- 

figns, 
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figns, and from the fufpicipn q£ being cori-^ 
cerned in them ? 

And yet / muft be the facrifice, md fuffer 
almoft all the pains and penalties (fliort of 
death) which a Parliament can inflift, for a 
fuppofed fcheme of war, which I do not ta 
this day comprehend ; and for which, as far 
as it appears, I th^nk the men concerned 
ihould be rather pitied as madmen, than 
punifhed as traitors. 

Here is a plot 6f a year or two^s ftandingj 
to fubvert this government by force of arms. 
Military preparations are faid to have been 
made for it. There was to be an invafion 
from abroad, an infurrediion and rebellion at 
home, Juft when it was ripe for execution^ 
it is difcovered ; and, after a twelve-month*s 
fearch for the contrivers and condudtors of 
this fcheme, no confultations appear to have 
been held, no money to have been raifed, and 
(which is ftranger) no arms, officers, or 
foldiers, to have been provided. Not a man 
of the army is engaged in it : a poor Bijhop 
has done all, and muft fuffer for it. 

What could tempt me, my Lords, thus to 

fiep out of my way ? Was it ambit ion ^ and 

a defire of climbing into an higher ftation in 

7 the 
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tlie Church ? There was not a man of my 
order further removed from views of this 
kind than / arau I have an hundred times 
laid J (and fincerely refolved) that I would be 
i nothing mm-e than I was (at a time when I 
little thought of bding lejs) whatever turns 
of ftate fhould Happen ; and I could give an 
inftartce of this kind (tf it were proper) that 
would fhew I was ia earneft. 

Was mon^ my aim ? I always defpifed it : 
too much perhaps^ confidering the occafion 
I may now have for it. Out of a poor Bi- 
flioprick of ^. 560. a year (for it has been 
clearly Worth no nbiore to me) I did in eight 
years time lay out j^". 2000. upon the houfe 
and the appurtenances ; and becaufe I knew 
the circumftances in which my predeceffor 
left his family, I took not one ihilling for 
dilapidations from his executors. And the 
reft' of my income has all been fpent as that 
of a Bi(hop (hould be fpent (pardon, my 
Lor4s, the freedom of the expreflion) in 
hofpitsality and charity. Nor do I rfepinc at 
that expence even ww ; not quieftiQnit>g in 
the leaft but that Gqp, who has provided for 
Hie hitherto, will provide for me ftill ; and on 
his Providence I fecwrely depend. ; 
VouIL M Was 
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Was I influenced by any dlflike of the 
Eftabliflied Religion ? any fecret inclinations 
towards Popery, a churchtof greater pi^mp* 
iand power .^ Malice has ventured even thus^ 
for to . afperfe me^ My Lords^ ever (ince f 
knew what ^pery was, I difliked it ; and thff 
better I knew *e, the more I oppofed St. I 
beganirtiy ftudiesin.EXvinity (when thePopifb 
controverfy grew hot): with the immortal 
work of Mf. Chillingwortb^ which P have read 
from that ddy to this, withi'new pleafore, and 
without fatibty ^ He isnonarrow-Jf^iritedwrittr^ 
but the buckler of the Proti^ant Giufe in gene- 
ral, and z%fuch I efteemed \iim above alt others*=^ 
You will pardon me, my Lords, if I add- 
(what would come ill from my mouth if I 
had not reafon to purge myfelf from thefe' 
foolifti Fefteflions) that thirty-feven yeats ago* 
I wrote in tlie defence of Martin JLuiHer^ the 
great champion of the Reformation ;^ and* arit^ 
perhaps the only divine^, or member of this^ 
church, that has defended him ici a treatife 
exprefsly writ for that purpofe^ from the in« 
fancy of the Reformation to thife day. And 
whatever happens to me, toy Lords^ 1 will 
fufFer any thing, and- would (by God*s gracet); 
burn at a ftake, rather" than,, in aay materiat 

* It was firft publilhed in 1687, and again in lyag* 

pointy 
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poifit, depart from the Protcftiht religion as 
profefled in the Church of England, 

Once more, my Lords, can I be fufpefted 
as entering into any fuch defigos, from any 
principles I had knbibed, favourftble to Arbi- 
trary Power, and^ftruilive of Liherty ? The 
whole tenor of my life fpeaks otherwife. I 
Was always a friend to the liberty of the fub- 
jedl, and, to the beft of my power, a con- 
ifent maintaincr of it. I may have been 
miffcdcen perhaps in the meafures I took for 
Its fupport, at junftures when it was thought 
expedient for the ftate tofeim to negkSi pub- 
lic lifcerty, in order, I fuppofe, to fecure it. 
But this error (if it were one) was only a 
mifapplication of the principle^ which I al« 
Ways fteadily and unvariably purfued : while 
I faw others, who would be thought the 
great patrons of liberty, undermining the 
very foundation of it. 

" Names may alter ; but things continue al- 
ways the fame. I have not mattered by what 
party" term I was called, fo my anions were 
uniform and of a piece. 

To return therefore to the point, from 
Which I vcidy fecm to have digrcfled. 

M2 The 
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TJbe charge brought agahifl- me, ^nd in the 
manner it is brought,, is, under all the yiew^ 
we can take of it, improbable and incredihle. 
If I could be guilty of it, I mufl: have a£led 
under a fplrit of infatuation ; and yet I have 
not been hitherto thought an idiot or a mad-» 

My JLords, as to the /^w and pepfllties 
contained in this bill, they are great and 
grievous beyond . example to a man in my 
circumftances. I find them no where but in- 
the a£l. for banilhing the Earl of Clarendon, 
nor even there in the fame extent either as 
to their nature or duration. For it is parti- 
cularly provided by that aft, that the painr 
and penalties of it (hould ceafe, if by a day. 
prefixed the Earl rendered himfelf to jpftice. 
I am here J my Lords, and have been here 
expefting for eight months my Legal Trial. 
Was ever any man, in the fame cafe, ba- 
nilhed by a<3: of parliament ? Upon an im- 
peachment by the Houfe of Commons, that 
noble Earl^/; -and with reafon, as the tern- 
per of the times then was : however, htfled. 
I have decline^, no impeachment, no. due 
courfe of law that mighf have been taken ; 
aij4 y^t I am to be kant/hed. A correfpon- 

dence 
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dencc indeed with' that Earl was made /rw- 
Jon ; with me it is only felor^i that is, one 
witnefs may prove fuch a correfpondence 
with me ; had tredfon been the confequence, 
two would have httn requifite. ' He was al- 
lowed an intercburfe with his children by the 
exprefs words of the aft. Mine are not fo 
much as to write or fend any meffage to 
me without a Jign manual. - 

And what is moft particular in my cafe (I 
will fpeak it dffttndilyj x\i2X my Right Reve- 
rend Brethren may hear //), I am rendered, 
as far as the civil power can render me, inca- 
pable of ujtng or exerctjtng any office^ funBion^ 
authority^ or power ^ ecclejtaftieal or fpirliuaf^ 
whatfoevery not only in any of his Majefty's 
dominions (no fuch limitation is exprefled), 
but for aught 1 can find any where in Chrif* 
tendom ; as if I held fuch fpiritual powers^ 
not from Christ himfelf, but by the autho- 
rity, and at the pleafure, of an a6l of par- 
'liament. 

Why (hould I dwell on the other parts of 
my punifhment, which agree with His ? or 
trouble your Lordftiips with pleas for miti- 
gation ? I infift on my innocence ; my realj 

M 3 as 
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3s well as /r^^^/innocence : th^ 1 491? ^/guilty; 
znd^ i( 1 wf re ^ zm not proved {o. 

If your X-pfdftips thus judge, I aijci fure 
you will quafli the bill ; for you are juft. ii^ 
yoii (hall judge otherwi% yet I perfua4^ 
myfelf you will temper it ; for you are mer- 
ciful. You will not ftrip'a rrianof his ifvib- 
Jifterice, ' arid then fend him whore he cah^ 
not fubfift. You will not firft exercife feve- 
rity upon \{\vd yatirjelves^ and then* Iv^n^er 
iithen -from-pprfoHning any aasof co«iri»0i> 
humanity t^w^rdg him^ Ypu will havei th^ 
gmdncfsy at; ie^f):, riot to ]bar th^e King {ffpm 
(hewing hp^ if^i^d when he fh?,ll fee ocq^pn ^ 
nor render his Majefty to any one- of his popi* 
fubje£t$/^; fhp image of Goi> than he is : for 
/^^/ refemblance confifts mor^ in pafdpn'm^ 
Xh^w punijhing. '• 

The Great Man I mentioned carried a gre^t 
fartune along with hipa into a foreign couo* 
try: he \i2id languages^ was ^^ell acquainted^ 
abroad j arid fpent the beft part of his yea« in 
ixile^ arid was th^ferefofe e\^ery way qujijifie^ 
to fuppdrt it. The reverfd of all fhis^ 1% my 
fate. • Indeed I am like him in ribthirig, but 
his innocence aiid his' putfi/bmenL It isr i]fi no 
man's power to make lUS differ in the one^; it 

* # 
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^in ypur t<>rd(hip$ to diftingu.ifh us widely in 
the ^//&^r 4 and I hope you will do it. 
£ut tQ fum up the argument. 
Our I^aw has taken care, that there fhould 
^e a napre clear and full proof o( treafon than 
iof zny oiber crinae whatfoever. And rea- 
sonable ft is, that a crime, attended with the 
higheft peij^ties, fliQuld be made out by the 
cleared and fulleft^evideDce. And yet here is 
-a charge of high treafon brought againft me, 
tiot only withput full pyidence, but without 
any evidence at ^//, i. e. any fuch evidence 
. as the la^ of the land knows and allows. 
And w^at is not evidence at law (pardon me 
for what 1 am going to fay) can never be 
inade fuch, in order to punifli what is paft, 
but by a violation jq{ the law. For the law, 
which prefcribes the nature of the proof re- 
quired, is as much the law of the land, as 
that which declares the crme ; and bcilf muft 
join to f onyidt a man of guilt. And it feems 
equally unjuft to declare any fort of prof le*- 
gal, which was not fo before a proleeutiou 
comineneed for any a£]t dpne, as it woul \ be 
to declare the /fS iffejf ex-pJlfaSlo to Jbe 
frlmtMl. 

M 4 . Now 
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Now there never w^s i charge of fd high a 
nature fo ftrongly prefled, and fo weakly 
fupported — fupported,. not by any liv'ing or 
dead witnefs, Ipeaking from his own know- 
ledge^ but by mere hearfays and reports from 
others ; contradided by the very perfons from 
whom they are faid to be deriwcd— fupported 
not by any one criminal deed proved to have 
been dorte^ not by any one criminal lir^e proved 
to have been either written or recehed^ not 
even by any one criminal word proved to 
have httVifpohn by rtie; but by intercepted 
letters iiV a correfpondence, to which it ap- 
fears not that IwaSj and to which it^is cer- 
tain tb^t I was not priVy ; fbme of thefe 
letters fhewn to have been contrived with a 
defign of faftening them Upon me, as a foun- 
dation of the fcheme which was to follow ; 
others, written with the fame view,* em- 
ploying the fame fiftltious names, and throw- 
ing out-dark and fufpicious hints, concerning 
the perfons meant by thofe names, and en- 
deavouring by little fafts and circumftances, 
fometimes true^ fbmctimes doubtful^ and often 
falfe^ to point out that perfon to fuch as 
fhould intercept thofe letters, who continues 
all this time a ftranger to the whole tranf- 

adtion, 
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a^ftion, and never makes the difcovery till 
h^ feels it, and^ finds it advanced into a folema 
accufation ; till the peftilence that walked in 
darknefsy becomes the arrow tbatjlyeth by noon^ 
day. ' 

[* This, my Lords, is a true account of 
thofe proofs by v^rhich the charge of high 
treafoii againfl: me is maintained. And if 

fiich proofs, in fuch a cafe, be admitted, 

• 

what man isfafe? who is there that thefe 
decypherers and copyers may not have ia 
their power? who that may not, at this 
rate, by two perfons, placed one at Paris, and 
the other at London, and informing them- 
felves of his motions and circumftances, be 
writ into a plot, and out of his fortunes, U" 
berty, honour, and life itfelf\ and be all the 
while innocent, and ignorant of what \% 
doing ?] 

My Lords, this is my cafe ; I hzvtjhewed 
it fo to be ; though! had the hard talk upon 
me of proving a negative J and had no other 
lights to guide me but thofe the Report af- 
fords. And (hall I ftand convifted before 
your Lordfhips upon fuch an evidence as this ? 

* This paragraph is crofled over in the Bilhop's 
copy, 

by 



^ thp hQfWrfay q( aa hcarfay (for ^^is ofte^ 
is the caTe) , aiid that .denied by the very per- 
fyn IxttQ \ybQfe tejftimony all mvi& he refolvedf 
jby ftraiijed reafoiumgs ai^J iaferepfres, frono^ 
obfcure paiTages, a^d fiditiou^ names in let^ 
ters, the contents of wh^ch jyere pntirely a 
^cret i^o fM^ . tilj I faw tlwpii igi prfnt. ; by 
tliQ qonjeftu.res €^ decyp^erers, wUhout any 
^opportunity given nae (th,Qug;h I hvirob^y aflp- 
«!d it) to 9xatT)ine ir;itp' the tnjtb of their exr 
plication^ ; by the depofit^pn? of {»ft-offiep 
clerks ab^ut the finailitude of hands, fonae of 
which have been fprijaerly kppwii to be the 
ftiofi dextrous counterfeiters of them ; and 
;thefe de^fitipns rr^t at inaay roop^ths dif- 
t^nce froin thp time of their feeing the firft 
letters, a,ijd without cc^paring any one pf 
th^ prigioals they cop jcd with another ; hy 
little furmifts and probabilities^ b^ilt on a 
falie bottoin* apd which (fhat foundation 
being (Juk^n) mufl: appear altogether i^f^ra* 
iabk y hy attex?ipts tp repder nae pj^e^ed of 
fufpicion of ireafon^ fipr ciplhing more, I afX| 
pi^rfpaded, fan be made of the stgum^nt^ 
drawn ^om what is called the mtfrcepu4 
iccrnjpondenfe % 

Sh?U 
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Shall I, my Lords, be deprived of all tlial 
IS valuable to an Englirtin^an (for in tlie cij:* 

cumftances to which I am to be reduced Itfe 

' ' ■ ' . ' . . ' • /^ .* ' .' *•' ' 

xtfelf is fcarcc valuable) hyfuch an evidence as 
(ffis! fpch,^n^ ey^dence as would not be ad- 

jnitted in any other cai;ife, in any other court : 

* -. •■^' ■•■'•• rf f 

jpibr allowed, I verily believe, to condemn 

^ Jew in the Inquilitions of Spain or Portii^ 

jgal ; fhall it be received againft tw^,- a Bilhop 

of this Church, and a Member of this Houfe, 

ia a charge of high treafon brought in the 

High Court of Parliament ? God fordid! 

Suffer ipe, my Lords, (I know you will 

fuffer i»e) to put you a/I (and particularljir 

my Right Reverend bretbreny in nund of a 

text of Holy ^yrit : Again/l an Elder Kztvfc 

pot an dccufation^ but before two or. three wit-' 

vxjfes. It is not laid, Condemn him not upon 

an unfupported accufation ; but, receive it not^ 

give it no countenance, or encouragement* 

And I am fomewhat more than an Elder as 

the word there imports. Shall an accufatioa 

t)e received againft me^ without any one w/V- 

• « . . • , ^' 

nefi to maintain it I My Lords > thi$ is not 

*•••'•. ' • • • " . •' ' . ■ - ' 

a diredicn merely for ecclefiaftical jodica* 

tones; it was taken by St. Paul from the 

(ivil an4 judicial part of the law of Mofes. 

-'■'' 6 " • ^ •' •' ' ■ ^ For 
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For there we read, One wltnefs Jhall not rtfd 
up againft a man for any iniquity y or any Jin 
that be finneth t at the mouth of two witnejfes^ 
cr at the mouth of three tjuitnejfes^jhall the mat* 
ier be eftablifbed. And as this rule was tranf- 
planted from thie Jlate into the church by an 
infpired authority ; fo would it be no blemifti 
to any ChrtJUanJiate^ if they always thought 
fit to follow it in fuch cafes as this now 
before your Lordfhips. The laws of this 
Chriftian (late have a£hially followed it, and 
made two witnefles neceflkry in accufations of 
treafon. Shall I be the firft Bifhop of this 
Church profecuted and condemned upon two 
or three hearfays^ two or three conjeSiures 
about nameSy and obfcure paflages in letters, 
inftead of two or three witnefles? and will 
they who are moft concerned to re/i/i this pre- 
cedent, contribute to 77J^^^ it, and to derive 
the fad influence of it to all Succeeding times; 
' and even concur in Juch an aft, oh Jucb ^n 
evidence, to render me incapable of u/ing or 
" exercijing any office, funSiion, authority, or 
power ecclefiajlical or fptritual wbatfoever? 
' Is thi3 either good divinity or good' po/iey ? I 
' JP^^^ ^^ ^^ '^f^ men, judge ye what I fay, 
■ ' ^ • ' * Doubtlcfs 
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Dpubtlefs the Legiflature is without l?oupds^ 
It ^ may do ^bat it.pleafe^; and whatever it 
does is binding. Nay, in fome refpefts, it 
has greater pow^r (with reverence be, it 
fpcfeen) than the Sovereign Le^flator erf" tlie. 
Uaiverle: Joi^ We can do nothing unjujllyl 
But tl^oqgh; ijo limits, can be i^t to Parlia**. 
lyientSy ye?: they have generally thought fit 
to prefcribft iimits to themfelves ; and fb tix 
gvvide even their proceedings by 'bill in crim> 
nal cafes, a? to depart as little as is pof^bje? 
from the ki^own laws and ufages of the realrn*. 
The Parliament may, if it pleafes, by a par-: 
ticular aft, order a criminal to be tortured 
who will not confefs ; for who fhall gainfay 
them? But they never did it; nor, I pre* 
fume, ever will ; becaufe torture, though 
praftiied in other countries, is unknown in 
(turs^ and repugnant to the temper and genius 
of pur mild and free government : and yet, 
my Lord3, it looks, mcthinks, fomewhjit 
like torture, to inflift grievous pains and pe* 
nalties on a perfpn only fufpeSled of guilt, 
but not legally proved guilty, in order to cx^ 
tort fome CQnfeliion or difcovery from, himu 
This, in other countries, is qalled putting 

to 
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to the queftioii ; afid k matters not tfiuch bj^ 
what engines or methc>d fiHSfh an cxj3teruncnt 
is rn^de* . ' , 

The Parliamerit may (if it pleafes) hy aii 
exprefg law, adjudge a man tb abfokite per- 
petual itfipriibnment,^ as well as to perpetual 
exile j without teferving to thi Ci'own any 
power of determining iueh ihipHfonmeriti 
They have enafted the dne ; I find not they 
iver ena^ed the other. And the reafon feem^ 
to have been, becaufe our law, which above 
all others provides for the liberty of the fob- 
je6t' s ferfom, knows nothing of fuCh abfi^Iuta 
perpetual imprifbriment. 

The Parliament may in like manner coii* 
demn a man ujjon a charge 6i accumtilative and 
conftruBive treafonl They did fo once, ki 
the cafe of the Earl of Strafibrd ; but thef 
repented of it afterwards, and ordered alt the 
records and proceedings (f parliament relating 
thereto to be wholly cancelled^ defaced^ and 
dhVtterated^ to the intent the fame ntight not he 
vijible in after-ages^ or brought info example ti> 
the prejudice of any perfon whatfoever. My 
Lords, it was the fate of that great perfon 
thus to fell by accumulative znd eon/lruSive 
treafon. A jnuch lefs now ftands before you, 

who 



ttrho is z,tt^c\ti by acctmuJathe zvkd conftruc* 
/ft;^ ^rc^ of his guilt : tbat is, by facfe' 
proofs as in tlicmfelves, and> when takeir 
fingle and apart, are aHowed to prove no- 
thing ; but when taken together, and ^ell 
interpreted and explained, are faid to- give 
mutual light and ftrength to each oflier, and 
by the help of certain ihlcrences ancf deduc- 
tion to have the forxe^ though not they^r- 
tnallty^ of kgal evidence^ Will fucb proofs 
be ever admitted by your Lordfhips, iii; 
©rder to deprive a fellow- fubjeft of his fbr- 
tuneSy his fame, his friends, and his coun- 
try, and itni him in his old age, without 
language^ wkhout liiRbs, without healthy 
and without a provifion for the neceflaries of 
life, to live, or rather Jiarvcj. amongft fo- 
Feigners I I fay agairt, Goi^ forbid! 

My ruin is not of that monaent to any maiv 
or any number of mei^ as to make it worth, 
their wbUe to violate (or cvtnfeem to violate^ 
the coriftitutiott in any degree to procure it. 
In preferving and guarding that againft all 
attempts, the fafety and the happinefs of evetjr 
EnglUhman lies* But when once, by fudi 
extraordinary fteps as thefe,. we depart fro to 
the fixed roles and fcrms of juftice,. and try 

UXi- 
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tmtrodden paths, no man knows wAi/A^r they 
^vill lead him, or where he fliall be able to 
Aop, when prejfed by the crowd that follow 
him. 

Though / am worthy of no regard ; though 
whatever is done to me may be looked upon 
as juji ; yet your Ix)rd(hips will have fome 
regard to your own lafting interefts, aiod 
thofe of the ftate; and not introduce into 
criminal cafes a fort of evidence with which 
our conftitution is not acquainted, and which^ 
under the appearance of fupporting it, at firft^ 
may be afterwards made ufe of (I fpeak my 
honeft fears) gradually to undermine and de- 
ftroy it. 

For God's fake, my Lords, lay afide thefe 
extraordinary proceedings ! fet not thefe 
new and dangerous precedents ! And I for my 
part will voluntarily and chearfully go into 
perpetual exile, and pleafe myfelf with ths 
thought that I have in fome meafure preferved 
the conftitution by quitting my country : and 
I will live, wherever I am, praying^ for its 
profperity, and die w^^ith the words of Father 
Paul in my mouth, which he ufed of the 
Republic of Venice, " Efto perpetua!" The 
way tp perpetuate it is, >not to depart from it. 

Let 
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Let me depart ; but let that continue fixed on 
the immov^le foundations of law and juftice, 
and ftand for ever. 

1 have, my Lords, taken up much of your 
time ; and yet I muft ftill beg your atten- 
tion. Some parts of my accufation have been 
difproved by direft and full evidence; par- 
ticularly that of my writing the three letters 
of April 20, or even knowing who writ them ; 
which I utterly deny that I ever did^ or even 
now do know. And yet this is xht foundation 
of the whole. Other parts of my charge 
there are, not in their nature capable of 
fuch a dire£t difproof, nor indeed requiring it, 
as being no ways fupported by what deferves 
the name of evidence. And here therefore I 
was chiefly obliged to reft on the utter tm^ 
probability of the charge; which, I hope, has 
been duly manifefted. But, my Lords, there 
is ftill a way left of vindicating myfelf in 
cafes where a general negative cannot be 
otherwife cleared ; and that is, by protcfting 
and declaring xny innocence to your Lord- 
(liips in the moft deliberate, ferious, and fo* 
lenn manner, and appealing to God, the 
fearcher of hearts, fpr the truth of v/hat I lay j 
%% \ (Jo in what follows. 

Vol, IK N I ar^ 
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I am charged, in the Report, with direft- 
ing the intercepted correfpondcnce, there 
afcribed to Mr. Kelly and Mr. Carte. But I 
folemnly declare, that I never direfted or faw 
a fingle line of any one of their letters, till I 
met them in print ; nor were the contents 
of any one of them ever communicated to 
me. 

I do in like manner folemnly declare, that 
I never was privy to any memorial drawn up 
to folicit the Regent of France, or his Minif- 
ters, to fend forces into England, during the 
eleftions, or at any other feafon : which is 
the firft branch of the confpiracy charged in 
the Report. 

Nor was I ever acquainted with the defign 
of any attempt to be made, upon the King's 
going to Hanover : which is tht fecond. 

Nor did I ever hear of the third ; which, it 
feems, was to take place upon the breaking 
up of the encampment, till, fome time after 
Mr. Layer was committed to the Tower. 

I do with the like ferioufnefs and folem- 
nity declare. That I never colleSled^ remitted^ 
received^ or ajhed any money of any maB^, to 
facilitate any of thefe defigus ; nor was I ever 

prii:^ 
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priiy to any nmittatjce whatfoevw to any of 
thefe pufpofej. 

That I never tranfmitted or drew any de^ 
elaration, manifefto, or paper whatfoever, in 
the name of the Pretender, as Is intimated iii 
the Report, (p. 46.) and was direftly charged 
xrpon 03ie at my examinatwn. 

And that I never knew of any preparations, 
commiflions iffued, any provifions here made 
of armi, officers, or foldiers, or of any me- 
thods taken to procure an infurreSiion in any 
part of thefe kingdoms. 

All this, apon the faith of a Chriftian, I 
declare to be true, and will fo declare to thte 
laft gafp of my breath : and I am very fure 
that, the farther your Lordfhips examine intb 
th-e truth of thefe declarations, the truer you 
will find them. And yet they contain all the 
capital articles of which I am accafed by the 
Report of the Houfe of Commons. 

Had indeed the charge been as fully prov^ 
as it is ftrongly afferted, it had been in vain 
to think of encountenng.weM-atiefteJfa^s by 
protejlations to the contrary, though ncvef fo 
folemnly made. But, as that charge is en* 
forced by flights and probabilities, and can- 
4>otbe difproved in mq^ny circumftaaceswith- 

N 2 . . out 
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out proving a negative, your Lordfhips will, 
in fuch a cafe, allow the folen^n affeverations 
of a mail, in behalf of his own innocence, 
to have their due weight. And I aik no more 
of God than to grant them as much influence 
with you as they have truth in themfelves. 

If, after all, it (hall be ftill thought by 
your Lordfliips, that there is any feeming 
ftrength in any of the proofs produced againft 
me ; if by private perfuafions of my guilt, 
founded on unfeen, unknown motives, which 
ought not certainly to influence ^«3//r judge- 
ments ; if by any reafons and necejjities of 
ftate (of the expedience ^ wlfdomy and juftice 
of which I am no competent judge) your 
Lordfliips (hall be induced to proceed on this 
bill, and to pafs it in any fhape ; I (hall 
difpofe myfelf quietly and patiently to fubmit 
to what is determined. Goffs will be done I 
Naked came I out of my mother's womb^ and 
naked Jhall I return thither i the Lord gave^ 
. and the Lord bath taken away ; and (whether 
in giving or taking) blejfed be the name of the 
Lord! 
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OBSERVATIONS 
ON THB CATALOGUE of 
ROYAL AND NOBLE AUTHORS. 

Vol. II. p. i33f 

IH A V E lately feen a paflage in the above 
book reflefting on Serjeant Wynne, as if 
** he had defired to lee the fpeech of his right 
>* reverend client^ and had, as it were, fore- 
>* flailed him, and fpdke the fubftance of it 
*< himfelf ;** and to make it the more remark- 
able, the author has given him a title, which 
it is well known he did not attain to till 
many years after. And this is aflertcd, hot 

* Thefe Qbfervations were written not long after 
the publication of the Catalogue, a friend inform* 
ing the author of them that there was fuch a 
pafTage reiiefting on him ; and it was not without 
folicitations that he was induced to think it worth 
an anfwer ; which, however, he drew up in this 
form, and permitted to be printed in a periodical 
examination of books and pamphlets. The fame 
paflage being repeated in a fecond edition of the 
Catalogue, was the occaiion^ of re-printipg thefe 
obfervations. Wynne. 

N 3 vpoti 
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upon hear fay or information, but as a fafk ; 
which the rcjider may be apt to think lay in 
the author's own knowledge, or at leaft 
grounded upon the beft information at the 
time; whereas this proceeding was thirty^ 
fix years ago, when • the author had been 
hardly out of his nuri!cry. In fpcakiiig of 
fadls fo long before their own knowledge, 
modeft writers ufually quote their authority, 
or aflign forac reafons for their aflertions. 

However, as filencc may, in fome cafei, 
be conftrued an adnaiflion of a faCt, it may 
he proper to fay fomething by way of an- 
fwcr ; though Mn Wynne defpifes the ca* 
lurany, and thinks a mere denial of a fa6t is 
equivalent to a mere affirmation without any 
proof or probability. 

The pafTage above referred to feems to im- 
ply an uncommon memory, and fome degree 
of judgement, in Mr. Wynne (young as he 
then was, though I dare fay the author in- 
tended no compliments) that on the bare fee- 
ing or reading a fpeech which took up twt> 
hours or more in the delivery, he (hould be 
able to borrow the fubflance of it, and make 
ufe of it as his own ; which feems highly 
improbable. 

And 
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And that he (hould prcfumc to do lb in the 
prefence of fuch a judicious Client, and upon 
his firft appearance at the bar of that honour- 
-able houfe, is ftill more improbable, and im- 
plies an uncommon aflurance; a quality, 
that was never reckoned any part of his cha* 
rafter ; but, on the contrary, how well it 
was received by that honourable houfe, how 
gratefully by his reverend client, he has 
great reafon to remember. 

And whoever fairly confiders the nature of 
the cafe, the different fituation of a counfel 
from that of the perfon accufed, if he is a 
judge, and judges rightly, muft own, that it 
requires a different compofitioii, a dif^rent 
expreffion, and a different manner of treating 
the fubjed. Many things may be proper, 
and not unbecoming for the one to fay, either 
as he was a prelate and a member of th^ 
houfe, or as a fuppofed criminal, ^which 
would be highly improper, and perhaps not 
fafe, in the other to fay. The one was 
thoroughly acquainted with the fads, and 
confequcntly could explain, aflert, or deny, 
with more freedom and affurance : whereas 
the other was a ftranger to them, any other- 
wife than as inftrufted by kis brief, anA 

N 4 ought 
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ought therefore to fpeak with caution and 
care, efpecially on fuch an high and compli- 
cated charge as that was; and where Mr. 
Wynne was in a manner little known to, or 
acquainted with his client, till juft before he 
had the honour to be afligned one of his 
counfeL 

It is not improbable that, where any two, 
three, or more perfons- fpeak upon the fame 
fubje<Jl, and upon fuch a multitude of fads 
of which the charge confifted, that (bme of 
the fame arguments or obfervations may oc^ 
cur to each, though without any privity or 
conference together. But I anr apt to think, 
no one perfon, who was to prepare himfelf 
upon fuch an occafion, would defire to fee or 
read the compofition of another, who was to 
ipeak upon the fame occafion, and perhaps 
^n the fame day, or the next, and before the 
iamc judicious audience ; as it would rather 
tend to diftradt and confound him, than be 
of any real ufe, and only ferve to tire his 
judges with unneceflary ife^etition. 

Indeed, I have heard that the Bifliop defired 
to know of his counfel, at one of their con- 
fultations, whether, in treating of hearfay 
evidence, they fliould mention, the preamble 

of 
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of Sir John Fenxvick's bill of attainder ; and 
Mr. Wynne informing his Lordfliip the paf- 
fage had occurred to him, and In what ma^- 
ner he intended to apply ijt, the Bi(hop de* 
fired him to leave out what he intended upoii 
that point, for that he iSiould carry his rea- 
foiiing upon it much further ; and that it 
would moreover be of great fervice, in giving 
him an opportunity to fit down and repofe his 
wearied limbs while the a£l was read, in 
which he hoped their Lordfhips would in- 
dulge him, Mr. Wynne accordingly left this 
paflage entire to his Lordfliip ; and he made 
all the ufe intended of it. 

And fince the fight of th^ book above re- 
ferred to, I have beard * Mr^ Wynne often de- 
clare {and I dare fay, from his known pro- 
bity and veracity, he would make oath, if 
the occafion required it) that he never did 
fee, or defired to fee, his Lordfliip's fpeech ; 
nor ever read one line of it himfelf, nor ffver 
heard one line of it read^by any other per- 
fon before it was fpoke in the Houfe of 
Lords.' Nor has he to this day ever feen 
or read one line of it : though there is reafon 
to believe his Lordfliip's fpeech is flill in being, 

* 1 hcfe Obfervations were firft pubHlhcd anony- 
moyfly. 

5 with 
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with an introdu6tory account of the true 
grounds and motives of hisproiecution ; and, 
if they could be compared, would be found 
as different as could be upon the fame fub- 

jea. 

As for his Lordfhip*s fpeech, fo called, 
printed by A. Moore, at that time, it is a 
fpurious incorreft compofition, and does not 
contain above half in quantity ; and, befides 
many nonfenfical and unintelligible para- 
graphs, has hardly one true and c©rre£t.paf- 
fage throughout*. But if even that were to 
be compared, no other likenefs would be 
found than what neceffarily arifes from a re- 
ference to the fame fafts, papers, and let- 
ters. And, i am fure, where it occafionally 
mentions his counfel, it is with all due re- 
gard, and not tlie leaft complaint of any un- 
fair or unbecoming behaviour of them +. 

And it is well known Mr. Wynne never 
was alone with the Bifhop during his com- 
mitment ; and vfhcn f^nt for, was either in 
company with Sir Conftantine Phipps, his 
Other counfel, and with one or both his foli- 

* This affertion had efcaped my notice when I 
Viras printing the note in p. 105; of which, however, 
it is an ample confirmation. 

•}" See pp. 106. 126. 131. 

citors, 
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citors, who were afligned to aflift him in his 
defence, and one or more of his fervants; and 
therefore fome other perfon' muft have been 
privy to this fa£l, if it were true ; belides 
others who narrowly watched and probably 
overheard moft things, that pailed in thofc 
fhort interviews. 

And, therefore, what could induce the au* 
thor to vent fuch a calumny upon one who 
is a mere ftranger to him, and about a tranA 
action thirty-fix years ago, in which he afted 
only as counfel, without any ground or foun- 
dation, and againfl all probability, it is hard 
to conceive. But it is hoped, the author will 
be fo ingenuous as either to retrafl: his affer- 
tion, or afiign his reafons, or explain his 
meaning, in any future edition of his work, 
or in any other way he thinks more proper. 

I was going to clofe theie Obfervations ; 
but as the author has thought fit to intrq- 
duce the foregoing paflage in his anecdote of 
an unfortunate Duke^, I am apt tq think 

he 

* The paflage alluded to in the Catalogue is this : 
" It is a remarkable anecdote relating to this fpccch* 
" that his Grace then in oppofition to the Court 
" went to Chelfea the day before the laft debate 
'^ on that prelate's affair, where, a&iog^ contrition, 

"he 
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he is in that refpeft alfo miftaken or mii^ 
informed, I would not be underftood to dc« 
fend his levities, or want of principles (as the 
author calls thein) ; but, happening to knoiy 
the company .his Lordfhip Jiad with him al- 
nioii every hour of that day before h^ fpoke 
in the Houfe of Lords, and to whom he was 
pleafed to fhew his fpeech ready drawn up, 
all in his own hand-writing, whom he prefled 
to perufe it, -and during that converfation hi? 



** he profcffcd being determined to work Qut his 
** pardon at court, by fpeaking againft the Bifhop, 
*^ m order to which he begged fome hints. The 
** miniftcr was deceived, and went through tb^ 
whole caufe with him, pointing out where the 
ftrength of the argument lay, and where its 
'* weaknefs. The Duke was very thankful, re- 
turned to town, pafled the night in drinking, 
and without going to bed went intp the floufe of 
Lords, where he fpoke for the Biihop, recapi- 
tulating, in the moft mafterly manner, and an- 
** fwering all that had been urged againft him.**— 
So far the Catalogue : and then, on a fuppofed 
refemblance to this fuppofed faft, is grounded a 
note, contradidling the idle afperfion, which is 
the fubjedt of the above Obfervations : which 
note runs in thefe words : ^^ Serjeant Wynne ferved 
" the Biihop in much th^ fame manner : being his 
** counfel, he defired to fee the Bilhop*s fpeech.; 
*' and then fpoke the fubftance of it himfelf," 

Wynne. 

. .Grace 
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Grace altered and fupplied it as he thought 
proper upon tlie fpot, and I believe is the 
fame in fubftance as that which loon after ap- 
peared in print; and, notwithftanding the 
author's infinuation, I believe I can truly add, 
that he hardly ever paffed a day or evening 
more ibberly than that ; and happy it would 
have been had he paffed more in the fame 
manner*. 

So 

* Bilhop Newton's account of this tranfadlion 
hasbe^n already copied in p. 83. Dr. Maty alfo, in 
his Life of Lord Chefterfield, has tranfcribed from 
Mn Walpole *^ a fafl:, of which,'* as he well ob- 
fervcs, ** the ingenious author had the beft oppor- 
** tunity of being well informed ;" and, enumerat- 
ing the great charaders in which the upper houfe 
of parliament was then fertile, fays, ** The un- 
*' principled and unthinking Duke of Wharton 
" difgraced the fineft parts and beft education by 
" the bad ufe he made of both ; and, with the 
^^ capacity of a TuUy, became, like Clodiiis, a 
" profligate land wretched incendiary/' 

The various modes and times in which I have 
met with the feveral articles which form the 
prefent volumes will be a fufficieht apology to the 
confiderate reader for their arrangement. Some of 
the notes particularly, if I was to reprint the whole, 
would be differently placed : the circumftance of 
the Bible given to Pope, for inftance, in the pre- 
fent volume, p. 80, had been already given in the 
firft volume, p. 143; and Atterbury's aflertion, in 
the beginning of p. 161, might have received 

feme 
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So that this was not a fudden ftart upon 
conference that day or night wrth the Mi- 
nifter, under a feigned contrition, to draw 
hints from him, which he did not want ; for, 
it is well known, his Grace had, from the 
beginning to the end of that long proceeding, 
conftantly attended, and took notes, amount- 
ing at leaft to a quire of paper, and not only 
fpoke on behalf of the Bilhop in the run of 
the caufe, but had figned leveral pro- 
tefts concerning thofe proceedings many 
days before. If the Minifter after this 
was deceived, he was eafily deceived, and 

fome illuftration from the notes printed in vol. L 
p. iji. and in vol.IL p. 44; and both from the 
following anecdote, tranlcribed by Dr. Maty from 
the papers of Dr. Birch : " Lord Harcourt leaving 
•* the old miniftry, provoked Atterbury's abufive 
*^ tongue. He, in return, declared, that, on tb^ 
** Queen's death, the Bifhop came to him and to 
" Lord Bolingbrokc, and faid, nothing remained 
•* but to proclaim K. J. He further offered, if 
" they would give him a guard, to put on his 
** lawn fleeves, and head the proceffion.'* 

The prefent Editor by no means wifties that thefe 
Extradls may obtain more credit than they deferve, 
when oppofed to the folemn affertions of the great 
Prelate who 13 the fubjedt of them. He muft ob- 
ferve, however, that, if he had not produced them, 
the reader would have been juftified in blaming 
him for fuppreffing material evidence. Let the 
impartial judgement of pofterity determine which 
is right. 

I con- 
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oontrary to his known and ufual fagacity, 
^xid in a manner very notorious to moil; 

<:^hers. 

This does not reft merely upon my afler- 
t^ion (though I was prefent every day, ainJ 
tlierefore no incompetent witnefs), but might 
sippeal to others ftill alive, and to the Journals 
^hemfelves, as well as to the printed protefts, 
(in folio ando6\avo) where his Grace's nanae 
is to be found among other noble Lords^ cni 
iVlay 2, 1723 ; and on the 3d, 7th, and nth 
of May. And at lad, on the general ques- 
tion whether the bill fhould pafs (r5th of 
May) after he had fpoke at large upon the 
debate, he not only protefted again, for fbme 
of the reafons given by the other Lords, but 
added four more of his own. So that there 
feems to be no room to doubt but that his 
Lord (hip was all along as much prepared, 
fixed, and determined, upon this matter, as 
any one could be. Whether he was right or 
wrong in his judgement, I do not prefume 
to fay. 

It is not improbable but he might go to 
the Minifter at fome other time, as he did 
once or twice dine uninvited at the Board of 

Qreen- 
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Green-cloth that was kept in the neighbour- 
hood during that proceeding, by way of 
frolick or fun, or, as the author calls it, a 
fit of levity ; but not by way of information 
or inftruftion, or to beg hints, becaufe he 
was fufficiently mafter of the whole proceed- 
ing» from his own notes and obfcrvation s. 
However, he is gone, and unable to anfw^r 
for himfeif; and therefore I thought tb. is 
little was in juftice due to his memory. 
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TO THE SfeCOND EDITION OF 

The Rights, PowJers, and Privileges, of 
anENGLisH CoNviDCATioN^ lyoi*. 



"^o the moil: Reverend Fathers in Gob^ my 
Lords the Archbifhops of the Provinces^ 
and Prefidents of the Convocations^ o£ 
Canterbury and York. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACESi 

rO petmit the authdr df thefe papers to 
lay them before you with that humi^ 
ty which becomes his great diftance from your 
traces* high ftation and charaderj and that 
lodeft freedom which he is encouraged to 
fe by the goodnefs of liis caufe, and the con- 
rioufncfs he has of his own integrity in 
lairitaining it. 

When I firft fent thefe papers abroad, I 
idged that doftrines of fo great weight and 
iiportdnte, as thofe which are Cdntained iil 
:iem, might fufFeir by the tiiednnefs of my 

* In this bddk Mr. Atterbtiry difplayed Co liiuch 
earning add ingenuity, a^ well aS zeal for the in- 
^refts of his order, that the Lower Houfe of • 
^nvdcatiori returned Kim their thanks, *^ for his ^ 
' endeavours to affert and vindicate the rights of 
^ Convocation.'^ - • - - 

Yoi;,II; O tl^iVli^^ 
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name, and therefore I concealed it. But fince 
it tias pleafed the Divine Gkx>dnefs to blefs 
thefe labours of mine with a very favourable 
reception, not only among the Reverend my 
Brethren of the Clergy, and feveral of the 
Right Reverend Fathers of the Church, your 
Graces* Suffragans, but among ftiany other 
good and wife men alfo, who are not of the 
funftion : and fince, upon a careful review 
of what I have written, no (hadow of doubt 
remains with me but that it is truth, and 
will ftand ; 1 have thought myfelf at liberty 
ISO aft with lefs referves, and to hearken to 
the admonition which my Lord of Sarunv * 
has publickly given me in that behalf. 

And when dnee I had determined to own 
myfelf the a&thor of this work, it was natu* 
i-al for me to think of addreffing it to your 
Graces, who are under his Majefty (long 
may you continue fo !) the great patrons and 
guardians of tht rights of the Clergy of either 

♦ Dr^ Butnd: J Svho^ublifhed *^ Reflections oa 
*^ the Rights, &c. 1700/' It is remarkable that 
%h^ names of Wake, Burnet, Gibfon, Hoadly, and 
Nicolfon, were amongft the antagonifts of this cele- 
fer^ted produaipit of i^cterbury. The chjrfaders of 
(pur author, as drawn by Kpni^et^ Wafe^^ and Rur^ 
net, which are partit^lirly wdrth perufing, aw 
tranfcribed in the Biqgr^phia Brjitannia^, p. Si^^ 
337^ where the re^4fr, will find.acfetisfaiSjQry ac- 
count of the wh^k controverfy, ^ 
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Province i and who have particularly enabled 
me to perfe<9: this review by the free recourfe 
you have been pleafed to allow me to the 
Regiftries of your Sees. So that this is aii 
application to which gratitude as well as duty 
binds nie J two powerful principles of adion^ 
for the want of either of which your Graces 
(hall never have occafion to blame me ! 

I have ventured Upon this addrefs the more 
freely, becaufe Dr. Wake^ I fitid, has pfe- 
fuiiied to take the fame liberty, With lefs 
reafon \ and prefixed one of your vett^rable 
iianies to a book, that, as I verily apprehend^ 
fubverts the fundamental rights Qttd liberties 
of the Church iind Clergy of England; Aftet 
which, had I, in this rejply, Jtnade my appli^* 
cation iriy where but to your Gratfes^ I might 
• juftly have been thought to, decline your 
Grices* arbitration J which, in a deferice of 
Church-rights, drawn up by one in hply br-^ 
ders^ had been highly indecent and Unpar-^ 
donable» 

I do heartily therefore joiii with On Wake, 
in appealing to your Graces' judgement^ in 
the difpute that is nowbetWeetLus. If, in my 
toanagenient of it, there be any thing parti- 
cular and perfottal whidh will offend your 
Graices, I befcech your Graces, with a paler- 

O 2 tx^ 
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nal goodnefs, to overlook it : but wherever the 
argument and merits of the caufe are concern- 
ed, limploreyour Graces' ftrifteft obfervation • 
Should it, upon balancing the evidence 
produced on both fides, feem to your Grades 
that I have mifreprefented the ecciefiaftical 
conftitiition, and advanced a falfe and illegal 
plea, I refufe not to fubmit to (what I fhould 
think my great misfortune) your Graces' dif- 
pleafure. But if, on the contrary, your 
Graces (hall find (as I doubt not but you will) 
that I have afferted the Rights of the Clergy, 
within that circle only which the Law has 
marked oflt to them; and that I have done 
this, upon principles which every good 
Englifliman muft approve; and with fuch 
a moderation and deference to the civil power 
as can difguft none of the temporalty, but 
the profeffed enemies of religion and the or- 
der : If this, upon enquiry, (hall appear to 
be the cafe, I will then humbly hope for your 
Graces' proteftion and countenance in fo ho-* 
nourable and juft a caufe; at leaft, that, for 
the lake <Jf it, you will be pleafed to pardon 
the prefumption of this addrefs, -from. 

Your Graces' moft obedient, moft du^* 
' , tiful, and moft humble fervaiit, 

Fr. Atterbury. 

THE 
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• R E T R A G T A T I O N, 

Required from Dr. A T T E R B U R Y, 

previous to his Inftitution at Carlisle ; 

With a Narrative of what paffed on that occafion 
between the Dean and Biihop Nicolson. 

[Now firft printed from the Harieian MSS. 6848. p. x8x.] 

WHEN Dr. Atterbury came to bis Grace 
of York' s * at Bifhopthorp, near York, 
in his v^ray to Carlifle f , he there found a form 

of 

* Dr. John Sharp. 

-f" The following curious note from the Bio- 
graphia Britannica, which I re-print that the reader 
may compare it with the prefent narrative, afligns 
a very incredible reafon for the delay of inftitution. 
Bp. Nicolfon, it fliould be recolledted, was himfclf 
a writer againft Dr. Atterbury. 

** Upon his nomination, either through igno- 
^^ ranee of the common forms, or an over-haftinef^ 
*^ to get poffeffion, he took out his inftrumenta 
** before his predeceflbr Dr.Grahme had refigned|\ 
^* This miftake he endeavoured to recSify in the 
*' following extraordinary manner. When he firft 

J Dr. Grahfne was inftallcd De«m of Wells July 28, 1704: and 
Dr. Attcfbv»ry did cot rtceivt inftitution as Dean of Carlillc till 
Oftober. 

O 3 ''^ ^i\x.^^ 
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of Retradation, which the Bifhop of Carlille 
require^ . he flipujd make before his I-.ord(hip 



^' waited on Dr. Nicolfbn, then Bilhop of CarhflCj, 
^* that Prelate demanded pf him a formal, refignat 
'^ tion from Dr* Grahme, withoyt which, he told 
" hini, he CQuld not admit hirp. Th^ new-ap- 
^* pointed Deaq fcemed to laugh at this demand ; 
^* but the Bifhop, who refolved to Ihew Dr. Atter- 
■^ br.ry no favour, and barely to dp hini juftice, 
^* continuing obftiiiiate, the Dodpr, to his no fmall 
** rnortification, was kept a whole month at Car- 
** lifle, unadri^ittedj^ and flightly regarded, till the 
^^ relignation, infilled on, was produced. The re^ 
*^ figaation, however, upon examination, wa$ 
^^ found to have a flaw in it ; the date of it being 
^^ almoft a mpnth fubfequent to Dr. Atterbury^s 
f* collation, which rendered the latter mull and 
*^ void. Hereupon being returned to London, he 
*^ contrived to invite the Dean of Wells, his pre- 
^' deceflbr, to a certain place; where be denred 
^^ him to antedate his refignation ; and, inftead of 
•^ the 5tl;i of Auguft, to date it the 8th of July, 
** that fo it might be reconciled to his letters pa^ 
^* tent of collation. The Dean of Wells, who 
\^ thought the propofal a very odd one, defired a 
^^ day's time to confider of it ; and, having advifed 
'* with his friends, and an eminent Civilian, who 
^' all afllired Jiim, the practice was both fcanda-! 
^^ lous and dangerous, he fent a civil letter to Dr. 
i^ Atterbury, excufing himfelf for not complying 
*^ with his requeft. When the Doctor found thi*s 
** ftep ineffeftual, he took another no lefs extra- 
*^ orduiary ; for a friend of his endeavoured to 
M prevail with a confiderible officei^ in Cha^ncery 

if tQ 
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TTould give hira inftitution to the Deanry.— 
The form ran thus : 

** I . The Queen of England, out of Par- 
*' liament, has not the fame authority 
" in the caufes ecclefiaftical that the 
** Chriftian Emperors had in the primi- 
" tive Church. 

** 2. The Church of England is under two 
" Sovereigns ; the one abfolute, the 
" other limited. 

•* 3. The fupreme ecclefiaftical jurifdi£lioii 
"annexed to the Imperial Crown of this 
^* Realm can be exerted no otherwife 
** than in Parliament. 

" Thefe three propofitions, feparating her 
•* Majefty's authority, and impeaching her 
** legal fupremacy, are erroneous, and conv 






^^ to alter the date of the refignation in the origi- 
nal record. But this propofal was likewife re- 
jedled ; and fo the public inftrumcnts crontinued 
irregular. All the reflexion we ihall nlake upon 
** this ftory, is, that, in the Civil Law, the clan- 
*^ deftine alteration of dates is Crimen Falfiy and 
^* the bare attempt to do it Subornatio Falfu^ See 
afmall traft, intituled, " A Letter from the Souths 
" by way of Anfwer to a Letter from a Northern 
" Divine ; giving an Account of a ftrange At-* 
" tempt. nud^ by Dr. Atterbury, &q,** 

Q4 ^* trary 
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*' trary fo the received dodtrine of the Church 
*^'of England, as well as the known laws of 
*^ the realm. And therefore (fo far as any 
<f of them are deducible from any thing that 
^' I have heretofore aflerted and publiflied) I 
*^ do heartily, openly, and freely, revoke 
f* and renounce the fame." 

. . . , • -• . ■!...• 1 

This form of retraftation was fent by the 
Bifliop to the Archbifhop the day before Dr, 
Atterbury came tp ms Grace ; and the Bifhop 
defired his Grace, that if Dr* Atterbury cori- 
fented not to make that retractation, he would 
flop him there, and give him mftitution by 
his metropolitic authority. That could not 
be done without a lignificatlon of his defire 
under the epifcopal feal (if it could be done 
at all) ; which, therefore, the Archbifhop 
and Dean wrote for. Seven days after the Dean 
came to the Archbilhop's, he received the 
Bifhop's anfwer, that he would give a com,- 
miffion under his feal to nobody, for doing 
any thing which he would not and could not 
do himfelf ; and therefore the Doftor muft 
come to him. The Dean fet out accordingly 
as foon as was poflihle. When he came to 
Rofe, the Bifhop's feat, the Blihop produced 

the 
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the three propofitions ; and required the Dean 
that he would retraft them : but, upon the 
•X)ean fij^ing his Lordfliip whether he infifted 
on it ; Ee faid, No. And the Dean afterwards 
found that the Archbifliop's opinion had pre- 
vailed with the Biftiop to withdraw them ; 
his Grace having freely and fully told him, 
iji more le|:ters than one, that the firft was a 
true proportion , and the other two not to be 
found in Dr. Atterbury's book according to 
that fenfe and turn which the Bifhop had 
given them. But the Bifhop had prepared 
another paper ; and that he produced hcfbro 
the Canons of the Church then called to^ 
gether, and required the Dean to fubfcribe it. 
That paper was in this form : 

ff The Church of England is under the 
*^ Government both of the abfblute and 
" linaited Sovereign ; under the. govern- 
^* ment of the limited Sovereign, within 
^' the compafs of his prerogative ; under 
** the government of the abfolute Sove- 
" reign, without any reftraints or bounds, 
f * except what the revealed will of God 
f and the eternal rules of right reafon 
f * prefcribe. The Pope ufurped, not 

** only 
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** only on the King, the limited ; but on 
/* the King and Parliament, the abfe- 
** lute Sovereign ; and what w?« to be 
*' taken from Hinl, therefore, f^s not all 
** to be thrown into the Prerogative, but 
** reflored feverally to its refpeftive 
« owners *." 
** I do hereby openly and freely revoke 
** and renounce whatever in this para- 
^ graph may reafonably feem to impeach 
** her Majefty's regal fupremacy, in- 
•* herent in her royal perfon, or any 
** ways neceflary to infer a co-ordina- 
** tion with her in the Sovereignty of 
♦^ this realm.'* 

The Dean told the Bifliop, that what he 
propofed to him v/as a matter of confequence 
and importance, and defired a little time to 
retire and confider of it ; which was allowed 
him, with pen, ink, and paper. About half 
an hour after, the Dean returned with the 
following anfwer : " Your Lordfhip demands 
** of me, that, in order to my inftitution to 
♦* the Deanry of Carlifle, I ihould make the 

♦ Vide Rights and Powers, Sec 2d edition^ 
p. 214. 

3 **P^®- 
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^ preceding retraftation* In anlwer to your 
* Lordfhip's demand, I humbly reply, 

** I . I ofFer to qualify myfelf for inftitution, 
** by taking all thofe oaths, and making 
*^ all thofe fubfcnptions or declarations, 
*' which are required by any law or 
*' canon of the real Church of England. 

** 2. That, in the paflage cited byyour Lord- 
(hip, I do not, after a very deliberate 
confideratioa of it, find any thing 
*^ aflerted, upon which a fair and candid 
** conftruftion of the words can reafon^ 
** ablyfeem to Impeach her MajeJLy^s regal 
** fupremacy inherent in her Royal* perfon^ 
** or any way necejfarily to infer a co^ordi^ 
** nation with her in the Sovereignty of 
** this realm ^ 

^* 3. No man living can be more ready than 

** I am to aflert her Majefty's fupremacy, 

*' in the utmoft legal extent of it, upon 

** all proper occafions, or to retraft any 

** thing that may have cafually falleft 

" from my pen, and may in the leaft fecm 

f^ tp be derogatory to it^ But to do this in 

*^ order to obtain pofleflion of the Dean* 

(( ry 



i 
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" ry of Carlifle, which her Majefty has 
** granted me under the broad feal of 
. ** England, and after a manner no ways 
*^ that I know of prefcribed either by 
*' the canons or laws of Church or State, 
** would, I apprehend, on my fide, be 
," rather injurious than refpeftful to 
" her Majefty's regal fupremacy and pre- 
*^ rogative, inafmuch as it tends to in- 
** troduce and eftablifli new tefts and 
** qualifications unknown to our Confti- 
** tution, and which may in future 
** times be required of all thofd who 
** (hall have like grants from the Crown 
•^ of this or any other Deanry. And 
^ therefi^re the fureft mark of my re- 
** gard for the Queen's regal fupremacy 
<* will, I prefume, be humbly, as I now 
V do, to defire your . Lordftiip, that you 
^' would, in virtue of her Majefty's 
*' letters patents now tendered to your 
*' Lordfhip, grant me infl:itution to the 
*' Deanry of Carlifle without delay, and 
** without infifting on any fuch retra£la- 
*' tion. Provided always your Lordlhip 
** have full and fufficient right to grant 

^* fuch inftitution to me, of which I can-r 

* 

** not 
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*^ not be fuppofed a competent judge, 
** and which exception I defire may be 
*V underftood and included in every thing 
** that I have done or faid towards de- 
^* firing inftitution from your Lordfliip* 
And I humbly pray, that the Nota- 
ries now prefent draw up in form 
** a notarial ai£t of this your Lordfhip's 
** demand, and my humble reply, 

*^ Fr. atterbury, 

** Rofe*Caftle, Sept. 15, 1704* 

«* Tefi. JOH. NICOLON, Not. Pub. 
** G. LONGSTAFFE, Not. Pub.^^ 

Upon the Dean's reading this reply to the 
Biihop, his Lordfliip was in great confufion ; 
prefled the Dean to converfe the matter with 
him, and to clear up his doubts. The Deati 
refufed to fay a fyllable farther upon that 
head than what he had fet down in writings 
Then the BiOiop rofe up in a heat, fetched 
down the canons, and faid, *' He would in- 
" ftitute him ftep by ftep, according to the 
" form there prefcribed ;" and firft demanded 
his orders and letters teftimoriial. The Dean 
told him, " he had neither ;'* but faid, that 

<*he 
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•* he thought the Dignities in the Church to 
^ which he had been collated (particularly 
«« the Archdeaconry of Totnefs) were fuf-* 
•* ficient vouchers for his being in orders *.'* 
The Bifhop anfwered, ** How do I know you 
" are Archdeacon of Totnefs ?'* The Dean 
replied, ** Juft as I know your Lordfliip to 
« be Bifhop of Carlifle/* « Well,'* faid the 
Biftiop, *' now I muft examine you*** Then 
he paufed a while, and added, ** But perhaps 
•• this would be too great an affront to you !'^ 
•* As many affronts as your Lordfliip pleafes,** 
faid the Dean : •• I hope I am prepared tcr 
** bear them.** 

* In confcqucncc of the vote of convocation 
mentioned in p. 103, a Tetter had been fent to the 
Univerficy of Oxford^ exprefling* that, *^ whereas 
•* Mr. Francis Atterbury, late of Chrift-Church, 
•' had fo happily afferted the rights and privileges 
•^of an Englifti Convocation, as to merit the fo-- 
•' lemn thanks of the Lower Houfe of it for hit 
** learned pains upon that fubjeft ; it might be 
•* hoped, that the Univerfity would be no lefs for-* 
•* ward in taking fome public notice of fo great 
** a fervice to theUChurch i and that the moft pro-» 
•* per and feafonaole mark of refpedt to him would 
•^ be, to confer on him the degree of Dodtor in 
•* Divinity by diploma, without doing exercife 
•< or paying fees. 1 he Univerfity* approved the 
contents of this letter, and accordingly created 
Mr. Atterbury Dodor in Divinity. 

At 



BP.NICOLSON ANDDR.ATTERBURY. 207 

At laft^ the Bifhop went afide, and pro- 
duced a paper in his Regifter's hands ; which 
was this : 

^* Sept. 15, 1704, 

** Ha,viag this day received her Majefty's 
^' letters patents under the great leal of 
** England, nominating Dn Francis Atter- 
" bury to the vacant Deanry of Carlifle ; and . 
" being for the prefent under fuch doubts^ 
*• and difficulties in matters of law and con* 
*' fcienc^, that I cannot immediately inftityte^ 
•* the faid E>r. Atterbury ; I do hereby ap- 
" point Thurfday the i zih of 0£tober next 
** i^r this making fuch a dutiful returijt to 
*• bjejf Majefty's letters patents as counfel ia 
•* th^ law fliali direft or advife. 

** This paper was read ; and Dr. Atterbuay 
^ haji notice given to attend the BiOiop 
^* at Rofe the 1 2 th of Oftober next, be-« 
** tween nine and ten in the'forenoon, 
Hintheprefenceof 

" J. N. P. N. 

« G. L. P. Nr 

The Dean urged " the hardfliip of this de- 
** lay, which would hinder him from attend- 
^* ing the Queen that month as Chaplain, 
♦* and probably from preaching the Lord Al* 

** moner's 1 
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•* moner's turn on Nov. 15, which he had 
•* Aindertaken at his Grace's defire ; beficjes 
** th^t his Lordlhip had, by his letter to the 
** Archbifliop of Yorkj detained the Dean 
** from offering his letters patents eight days^ 
** and ought not therefore to take the idvan- 
** tageofthem." 

The Bifliop was pleafed at laft to* fay, that 
*^ he would wHte up to London ; and if he 
** found that he could not juftify denying 
** inftitution upon the grounds he had gone^ 
** he would, as foon as his anfwer came,' 
** immediately do it, without expeding his* 
*^ attendance till Oftober the 1 2th." He' 
added, '* he would not infift upon producmg* 
*' teftimonial Letters or Orders." So they 
parted without incivility; and the Dean 
went to Carlifle, where he expefls the 
event*. 

^ He was inftalled in the month of O^k^r^ 
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h Spbech of Dr. Atterbury to the Clergy 
of the Arebdeaconrj of Totnefs, 1702. 

MY RJSVEftEND BRETHREN, 

WHEN, by the goodnefs of God, and 
the bounty of out Right Reverend 
Piocefan * (a name never to be mentioned by 
me, or by any true fon of the Church of 
England, but with the utmoft marks of re- 
fpe£l and honour), I wa* placed in this fta- 
tion + ; there was nothing 1 more earaeftly de- 
fired than to take the earlieft opportunity of 
coming down hither, and of difcharglng, to 
the beft of ray ability, that facred trufl which 
he had been pleafed <o repofe in me. 

At the time I ihould have compleated thefe 
Intentions a Convocation was fitting, which 
met the laft year, after a long intermiffion of 
fuch aflemblies. Among the many other ill 
confequenpes of that intermiflion, this was 
onc^ that the knowledge of the forms and 
methods of proceeding was little underftood, 
and could not eaiily or foon be retrieved from 

* Sir Jonathan Tr^lavvi^ey, Bart. Bifhop of Exe- 
tcv 1689 — 1707; aiKl of Wincherter, £707 — 721. 
-|- He was inilalled Archdeacon Jan. 29, 1700. 
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thofe poor remains of the Journals of either 
Houfe, which we^e left yncpnfumed by the 
great fire of London. This want of light 
occafioned fomemiftaken claims and praftices, 
which were inconfiftent with the privileges 
qf the Lqwer Hoyfe, that is, of all the in? 
fprior Clergy of this province, who are there 
reprefented and concluded, and laid thq 
members of it under an unhappy neceflity, 
cither of givuig up thofc rights, or of con- 
tending with their fuperiprs in behalf of 
them; the moft unpleafing tafk that could 
befall an Englifb Epifcopal Clergy ; of which 
there was never before any one inftance in 
Jiory ; as it is the hope and prayer of all good 
men, that, after this di0'erence is quieted, 
■^here may never be another. 

During thefe difputes, the {i(idi attendance 
of the mernbers was judged requifite ; efpe- 
cially of fuch of them as had happened in 
any mcafure to turn thci^r thoughts towards 
thofe ftudies and enquiries which were ufeful 
at that lunfture : and it was reckoned that, 
as things then ftoo^, the public might re- 
ceive greater advantage from their fervices 
in that way than hi any other. ; I5 i^ P^'^^' 
tlcular, prefumed, that my Reyereud Bre- 
thren of this dlftricl. who were known to. 

be. 
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be fo heartily and unanimoufly concerned for 
the true intereftsjof the Church, would thuik 
me better employed in promoting thofe ends 
above, than in a perfonal attendance on my 
duty here below ; the difcharge of which I 
fhall, by the bleffing of God, never decline, 
but for fuch reafbns as will eafily juftify me 
with every man that knows them. My i/if- 
tancCy I am fure, fhall never be my excufe ; 
which ought indeed to have hindered me 
from undertaking a qharge, had I forefeen 
that it would have made me incapable at any 
time of executing it, but can never juftify my 
omitting to execute what I have once under- 
taken. 

What were the heads of our difpute at 
that time, how it was managed, and what 
iflue it had, is a fubje6t to which I fuppofe 
none here prefent are ftrangers. Nor do I 
defire to revive the memory of thefe things, 
but had much rather, if it fo pleafed God, 
that they were from henceforth buried al- 
together in filence ; and that no future occa- 
lion may be given by thofe in whofe power 
it was to have prevented the difpute at firft, 
either for us to rememberthem, or to put 
others in mind of them. 

P 3 Under 
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Under this hope we came together oiicc 
again, at the laft Convocation, with fincerc 
inclinations to peace on the fide of the Lower 
Houfe, wliich they manifefled in two re- 
markable inftances. 

Firft, though they were under the fuUeft 
convidions of their right of adjourning them- 
. felves to any intermediate thue, and of fitting 
and adling during the intervals of the Upper 
Houfe adjournments ; yet, knowing that the 
aSiual exerdfi oi this right would be an oc- 
cafioii of keeping up the difputes which had 
hitherto interrupted the eorrefpondence with 
/my Lords the Bifhops, they chofe totally to 
forbear it, and contented themfelves- to meet 
always precifely at the fame day and hour 
when the Upper Houfe met ; and when they 
had continued fo to do for fome time, they 
at laft appointed a committee to confider of a 
method of accomrmodating and laying afleep 
for the future all difputes about the chief 
point then contefted between them and their 
fuperiors. That this conamittee might an- 
fwer its defign, they took care that it fhould 
confift of fuch perfbns as were known to beef 
difl'ereiu fentiments on that liead, and that a 
full half of the members compofing it ihouW 

be 
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he of the number of thofe who had hitherto 
declared themfelves unfattsfied with the 
claims nlade by the reft of their Brethren. 
This committee had the defired fuccefs ; and 
did entirely, without the leaft doubt or dif- 
agreement^ fall into fuch refolutions as? virere 
by all of them judged efFe£luaI towards heal- 
ing the prefcnt unhappy breach, and opening 
laigain the Cotrefpondence between the two 
houfes* 

ttow this expedient failed afterwards of 

taking place, by the death of the ProJocutoir 

happening juft upon the clofe of it, by a new 

difpute ftarted on that occafion, and by the 

Confequent difmii^on of the fynod, is now 

tieedlefs, and perhaps improper to repeat, 

becaufe it cannot be done without fome 

feeming refle£tion on thofe who laid hold of 

this incident^ in order otice more to perplex 

affairs, and hinder the Convocation from 

proceeding on bufinefs. And fiiice there is 

ftill hope that a new meeting with the nex^ 

Parliament may adjuft all differences, it will 

become us rather refpedfully to cover them 

for the prefent, than to fay any thing that 

may keep them alive and widen them. Nor 

WQuld I have mentioned the former particu- 

P 4. lacs^ 
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lars, but in order to fhew that the Lower 
Houfe were fincerely defirons of fuch aii 
union and good underftanding, as we all 
know to be abfolutely requifite towards re- 
tritving the honour and advantages of aa 
Cnglilh Synod, and making it ufcful to all 
the great purpofes of Religion for which it is 
defigned* But thus much I muft be allowed 
to fay, that if it hath not as yet reached that 
end, and anf\vered the expectations of all 
good and wife men in that particular, the 
fault was not in the inferior Clergy, who 
took every ftep towards an accommodation 
that it was poflible for them to take, without 
giving, up the Rights and very Being of their 
houfe, and rendering fuch • aflemblies, and 
their adling^ altogether precarious. 

Nor let it be thought that the point con- 
tended for by them was too little and infig- 
nificant to juftify fo long and zealous a dif- 
pute: for whatever it mciy^ upon the firft 
view, feem ; it will, upon further confidera- 
tion, be found to be an article of the utmoft 
importance, and worth all that ftruggle which 
was employed in it ; fince, without fecuring 
the right of the Lower Houfe to judge of the 
times proper for its own fitting anda^fling, 

ic 
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it will be impoflible to fecure any of their other 
legal Rights and Privileges at fuph jun<ftures 
when the adminiftratlon of ecclefiaftical af- 
fairs fhall hereafter happen to fall into hancjs 
that may allow themfelves to be m^e inftru* 
ments of fupprefling Synods^ and of ferving 
the ill defign of thofe who are the reftlefs 
enemies of this Eftablifhed Church and Con - 
flitution, 

God be thanked, thefe are How dangers at 
a diftance, while, we have a Gracious Queen 
on the throne, who we are fure will be fo 
far from doing any harm to the Church, that 
fhe will not, in her time, fufFer any to be 
done to it. But as diftant as thefe dangers 
are, they may one day come ; and when 
they do, there is no fence againft them, but 
from the inherent power of the Lower Houfe 
to appoint the times of its own fitting and 
rifing. And therefore, were the prelervation 
of this fingle right the only point gained in 
the late meetings of the Clergy, yet pofrerity 
will {ajy that even on this account neither 
their zeal nor time was ill employed. 

But it is well known, that they had other 
defigns in view, belide this of fecuriiig their 
Preliminary Rights ; and particularly made 

att 
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attempts towards procuririg a redrcfs of fcve* 
fal grievances which lay upon the Clergy of^ 
this Province, and towards preferving the 
doftrine of the Church, contained in the 
XXXIX Articles, free from corrupt glofles 
and falfe expojitions ; in which if they fuc- 
cceded not altogether according to their de- 
fire, yet is not the want of that fuccefs to be 
attributed to them, who took all the ftep9 
that were proper to obtain it ; and would 
have made themfelves ufeful in that way 
which may be thought to have beft become^ 
their funftion and chara£ter, if their applica-* 
tions had been as favourably received as the im- 
portance and juftice of them feemed to require* 
In one thing they were fully juftified by a 
late event, as to the reafonablenefs of what 
they offered for reviving the too long difufed 
execution of the Bifhop*s Parliamentary Writ 
on the Diocefan Clergy concerned in it- 
Which practice, had it been kept up in every 
diocefe of the kingdom, as it was in this and 
fome others, had prevented the late dlflblution 
of the Synod, and given the Clergy a title to 
a parliamentary attendance upon the foot of 
the late ftatute, notwithflanding the dfeath of 
his Majefty, by which that meeting alone de- 
termined 
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terrtiined, which was called and held by the 
King's provincial writ to the Archbifliop. Nor 
had we now feen fuch a new thing as our 
Conftitution before was utterly a ftranger to, 
the inftance of a Parliament fitting, without 
a concurrent Convocation of the Clergy, 

The fudden difnaiflion and diffolution of 
this laft Synod g^ve me no liberty of being 
prefent here, but what I was before fully de- 
termined to have taken had it continued to 
lit : for by the enquiries that had been made 
on the heads debated, the Lower Houfe were 
now fb fully apprifed of their rights, and of 
the methods of aflerting them, that the af- 
iiftance of no one member could be miffed. 
But it fo happened, that, at the moment when 
I was fetting out for thefe parts, I received 
commands for attending a great folemnity ^, 
which I could not difobey. This, with fomc 
other accidents, which it was not eafy for 
me at that diftance, and in the entrance ou 
my office, to forefee and prevent, occafioned 
fome uncertainty in the notice given of the 
times of vifitation, and I fear laid mv Reve- 
rend Brethren of the Clergy under fome in- 
conveniences ; for which I think myfclf 

* Either the royal funeral or coronation. 

obliged 
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obliged to make my public excufe to them li^ 
and to aflure them, that, in fucceeding years, 
fuch uncertainties fhall be remedied. 

I come hither, at prefent a ftranger, in or- 
der to acquaint myfelf with the pofture of 
affair^ in this diftridt, as far as the jurifdidlion 
committed to me Is concerned, and to get 
fuch a fure and full ipfight into them, as 
may enable me hereafter to return hither 
better qualified to do that little good, which 
the great difcouragements that of late years 
have been laid on thefe courts, and the ne- 
gledls by that means occafioned in the exer- 
cife of the powers belonging to them, will 
fufFer to be done. And I have foreborn there- 
fore to entertain you with any difcourfe re- 
lating either to my own duty, or that of 
other men ; referving fuch addrefles to a 
time when I fliall be more fully inftrufted 
in the matter of them, and better prepared 
by experience to offer fome thoughts to you, 
which may, with your help, be of common 
advantage to us. 

In the mean time, I make it my earneft 
requeft to this Reverend Auditory, to afford 
me the beft light and afliftance they can in 
this cafe, and to inform me of aJl fuch faults 

and 



THE ARCHDEACONRY OF TOTNESS. 221 

and defedls as they may have obferved in the 
^miniftratipn of the fpiritual jurifdiaion, 
ajid of their thoughts about the moft proper 
ways and means of amending them. They 
cannot do me a more kind and welcome of- 
fice tljan by impartjng fuph obfervatioqs, 
which 1 fhall always gratefully acknowledge 
and improve accprding to the beft of my Ikill 
and abilityj 

I h^ye one thing at prefent to pfFer to you, 
by ihe particular command of my Lord Bi- 
(hop, thzt you would, together wit 6 theChurcb-. 
wardens^ fubfcribe the Regijlers now delivered 
in by them, as the 7pth Canon exprefsly di- 
reds ; and I haye a further requeft to add to 
this, that you w6uld alfp fign their Prefent- 
ments, which, though good and vajid when 
made feparately either by the Churchwar- 
dens or by the Minifter alone, yet feem bet- 
ter to anf\ver the intentions and expreffions 
of the 1 1 8th Canon, when exhibited jointly by 
bpth of them ; and I am fure are, when fp 
fubfcribeJ, more likely tp reach the ends 
for which they are intended, and to fatisfy 
jpie that they are as compleat and full, in all 
fefpects, as they ought to be : without which 
||e done, the defign of thefe Vifitations is loft/ 
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|T, Speech of Dr. Atterbury to the 
Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Totnef$^ 
1705, 



THE laft time we met, I gvWe yoij 
fome account of the unhappy difpute 
then depending between the two Houfes of 
Convocation ; and I hoped, hy thjs time, to 
have been able tp tell you that It was ended, 
and had given way to bufinefs of a more pub- 
lic nature and influence, in which the world 
jufHy expects, and all who wifh well to Re- 
ligion and the Church bearfily defire, that 
fuch affemblies may be ever employed. But 
(with great concern I fpeak it) thofe wounds 
are ftill unclofed ; and by that means the de- 
figns which many good men had of render-*- 
ing Synods ufeful and venerable, and of re*!- 
ftoring the life and power as well as the 
form of them, hath been hitherto defeated, 
J delight not to dwell on fo melancholy a 
fubjeft. However, I think it a debt due to 
fhe Lower Clergy of this Province briefly to 
Inform you what fteps were taken, and pro-r 
pofajs rnade by them towards accommodating 

rnatter§ 
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matters with their fuperiors : by which, 
however unfuccefsful, you will fee that they 
have efFdftually removed the prefcnt blame 
of this divifion from their own doors, and 
(hewed themfclves as defirous of peace, if 
upon any rcafonable terms it might be had, 
as they were of fccuring their juft rights and 
privileges when invaded. The fubjed is no 
ways foreign to the defign of thefe meetings ; 
for if ever this, or any other inferior Eccle- 
fiaftical Court, regain its due ftrength and 
authority, it muft be by a proper influence 
and coui^tcnance derived from the Supreme 
Church Tribunal, a Convocation : together 
with which, all lefler jurifdi£tions, the ufeof 
^hcm, and revertnce for them, muft always 
iink or rife, profper or decay. 

This defire of theirs they manifcfted when^ 
in the very entrance of the laft Convocation^ 
tfhey made the following humble application 
to their Lordfliips, which I crave leave to re- 
peat to you in the very terms wherein it waa^ 
delivered. 



Tf ***** ♦"! 
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This application was fo reafonable, decent, 
and dutiful, that it could not but produce 
fome advances on the fide of their Lordfhips j 
who therefore fome time afterwards made thq 
two following proppfals. 

That the Lower Houfe might meet in com^ 
mittees, to prepare bufinefs between the fyno- 
dical Prorpg4tions, 

That when bufinefs Jhould be before the 
Convocation, the Archbifliop would fo order 
the prorogations, that fufficient txra^ Jhould be 
allowed for the confidering and finifhhig it. 

The Clergy faw that, upon the foot of 
thefe propofals, their adiing and very being 
would be entirely precarious, and that a com- 
pliance with them would be fo far from brings 
ing the difpute to a final determination (as 
they exprefsly defired), thaf it would not lay 
it afleep for one moment longer than the bu- 
finefs they entered upon (houjd be grateful 
to their fuperiors, in whofe power it was left 
to fuffer them to aft, or not to a£l, as ai} 
Houfe, as they fliould fee occafion. 

They therefore once more earneftly be- 
fought their I^rdfiiips, that they would pleafe 
to fuggeft fuch a method of accommodating 
this difference, as woul^ totally Jtlenee it for 

thf 
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the future, and put it out of the power of 
either houfe to interrupt the bufinefs of Con- 
vocation, by reviving any difputes about the 
forms and rules of proceeding. 

Their Lordlhips •wholly declined this propo- 
fal ; and, inftead of offering any thing fuitable 
to it, tranfmitted to the Lower Houfe a paper 
containing the reafons of their claim (reafons 
which they had often before urged, and 
which had as often been anfwered), and of 
the necejjiiy they were under of infifting upon 
it. 

The Lower Houfe now thought it high 
time to make fome propofal of this kind, fince 
they were not likely to receive any, and did 
therefore lay before their Lordfhips the fol- 
loiving rcqueft ; the recital of which will not, 
1 hope, be tedious to you. 

r* ***** «1 

This laft dcfire of theirs was no more 
liftened to than any of the former ; they were 
only once again told, that the Upper Houfe 
had an unquejlioned right to what they claim- 
ed, coulJ not depart from it, nor lubmit it 
to any arbitration whatfoevur. 

Vol. 11. Q^ TIkic 
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There was therefore nothing left for thtf 
Clergy, but either to Jit down contented with 
the lofi of their rights, and with the fufpen" 
fion of all fynodical bufinefs ; or to make a; 
feparate application to the Queen, praying 
her royal interpofition and judgement in the 
matters depending. They did fb ;. but, be- 
fore this petition could be offered, thcfelfion 
of parliament was f^r fpent ; and the great 
affairs of the kingdom then under agitation, 
and the utter averfenefs of my Lord Bifhopa 
to fubmit to this or any umpirage, hindered 
it from taking effedl for the prefent, fo that 
the diflance between the two Houfes continues 
ilill as wide as ever- 

I have recounted to you, Reverend Bre- 
thren, all the fteps taken by your reprefen- 
tatives in this whole affair, that you may th# 
better judge what ground there is for thofc 
calumnies with which they have been libe- 
rally loaded ; as if they had defigned ta ob- 
jftruft any accommodation, or had not dont 
every thing which it was poffiblc for them 
to do in order to promote it ; as if their 
^conduft were attended with circumftances of 
dilrefpeft to my L®rds the Bifhops, or they 
had made ufe of this lafl method of recourfe 

to 
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to the Throne before they had tried all others,* 
and utterly defpaircd of fucceeding by them. 

You will, I doubt not, juftify them to 
yourfelves in all thefe refpefts ; and I dare fay 
the worthy perfons who reprefented this par- 
ticular diocefe, have a£ted with as full an 
approbation from you in this Synod, as they, 
did in any of the former ; and would find. 
On that account, that your confidence in them 
was no ways leflened, if a new choice (houlcj 
give you a new occafion of expreffing it. 

The men who take pleafure in traducing 
their brethren have endeavoured to expofe 
thofe of them who appeared fteady in this 
caufe> under the invidious name of High 
Churchmen. What they mean by that word, 
I cannot telL But if an High Churchman he 
one who is for keeping up the prefent eccle- 
fiaftical conftitution in all its parts, without 
making any illegal abatements in favour of 
fuch as either openly oppofe or fecretly un- 
iJermine it ; one, who though he lives peace- 
ably with all men of different perfuafigns, 
and endeavours to win them over by methods 
of lenity and kindnefs, yet is not charitable 
and moderate enough to depart from the 
Eftablifliment (even while it ftands fixed by a 

Qji law) 
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law) in order to meet them half-way in their 
opinions and practices ; one, who thinks the 
Canons and Rubrick of the Church, and tha 
adts of parliament made in favour of It, ought 
ftri£Hy to be obferved and kept up to, till 
they Ihall, upon a profpedt of a thorough 
compliance from thofc without (if fuch a 
cafe may be fuppofed), be releafed, in any re- 
fpeft, by a competent authority : I fay, if 
this be the charadtcr of an High Churchman 
(how odious a found foever that name^ may 
carry), I fee no reafon why any man fhould 
be difpleafed with the title, becaufe fuch an 
High Churchman is certainly a good Chrijiian^ 
and a good Englijhman. 

But, to fee the inconfiftency of thefe men 
in their reproaches ! at the fame time that 
they have reprefented many of their Brethren 
as too ftiffly addicted to the rules and prin- 
ciples of this Church, they have ventured to 
afperfe them alfo as no friends to the facred 
order of Blfhops, which is the corner-ftone 
and pillar of our Church-fabrick ; and with- 
out a due regard for which it is impoflible 
that Prejbyters here in England fhould be 
High Churchmen^ or indeed any Churchmen 
at all. 

God 
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God forgive them who have coined and 
applied thefc opprobrious diftinftions, and 
endeavoured to make others beheve what, 
without breach of charity we may, fay they 
never believed themfelves. It would be juft 
as grofs and feiifelefs a calumny, fhould any 
man pretend to blaft the Clergy of this dio- 
cefe as any ways difaffefled or undutiful to 
the Right Reverend Diocefan, towards whom 
all the world knows that they bear fo pro- 
found a refpe<9: and honour, as can be equalled 
by nothing but his Lordfliip's paternal care 
and love of them, his zeal for their interefts 
and fervice. Give me leave, by the way, to 
fay that, of which he hath given one late and 
convincing in fiance, by moving the Crown 
for a releafe of the arrears of tenths and firft: 
fruits upon nil livings under ^. 30. a year, in 
the Queen's books, in this and all other dio- 
cefes ; and what he has thus moved, for, he 
hath been fo happy as to obtain *. 

And yet fo far was this abfurd flander car- 
ried, that, the Lower Houfe were reduced to 
a neceflity of juftifying themfelves under 

« 

their hands, by declaring their opinion of the 

* The fame Indulgence was afterwards granted to 
the clergy of Ireland, at the interceffion of Dr. Swift. 

Q^ divine 
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divine right of Epifcopacy, and befeeching 
their Loidfhips' concurrence in that declara- 
tion, which neverthelefs they could not'ohr 
tain. 

Under thefe difficulties and difappoint- 
mcnts it is no wonder if the Clergy fhould 
have been utterly difheartened from preced- 
ing on any fynpdical bufinefs, which never- 
thelefi they attempted on feveral heads ; but, 
receiving no encouragement from thofe who 
Ihould have given life to their endeavours, de- 
fifted from their attempts, and refolved to 
wait another (and, we hope, a more favour- 
able) opportunity. 

In the mean time, the more obflrudlions 
we find towards exerting x\\t fynodical powxr 
of the Church, the more reafon we have to 
make inferior jurifdidion^ ufeful ; and to do_ 
all that we can, in our feveral places and 
flat: on s, to preferve the poor remains of 
Ciiurch-dlfcipiine we. enjoy in their due life 
and vigour, fince we are not as yet likely 
either to retrieve what is loft, or enforce 
what is left by new fandtions ; a work which 
defcfves the beft wiflhes and alliftances of every 
man who lias a regard for the intereft of Reli" 
gion, and for the honour and authority of thq 



Ciiurch of En<>land. 



h%. 
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As to this particular diftridt, which it has 

fallen to my lot to take care of, I have re- 

iblved^ by God's bleffing, to make it as ufe- 

ful to the purpofes for which it is intended, 

as it is poffible for me, at the diftance I am 

from it at prefent, to do. To that end I 

thought it requifite to place the adminiftration 

of it in a fingle hand, whofe integrity and 

care I had good reafon to confide in, and who, 

by riding the cuftomary circuits, might be 

an eye-witncfs of every thing that happened 

in them, and fufFer no aft, which bore the 

feal and authority of this court, to be fped, 

any where throughout the Archdeaconry, but 

in his prefcnce only. Some abufes I have 

already redreffed by this and other means ; 

and (hall, God willing, take care to re£lify 

others as fail: as they come to rny kno%v- 

Jedgc, and I can find out due remedies for 

them. My Brethren of the Archdeaconry 

have, I thank them, been feme of them af- 

fiftant to me in this matter, • by laying fuch 

accounts of things before me as were very 

inftru£tive and feafonable. I have made, and 

(hall continue to make, a proper ufe of them ; 

and I hope that they alfo will ftill continue 

0^4 the 



232 DR. ATTERBURY S CHARGE TO 

the like good offices till they find (as I dare 
fay they never will find) that fuch applica- 
tions are either unwelcome to me, or ne- 
gleftfd afterwards by me. For the fincere 
defire of my heart is, to root up all corrupt 
pradtices of all kinds, though they have 
never fo long and generally obtained, which 
may injure the credit of the jurifdiclion, and 
by that means hinder the ufe and influence 
of it 

I fhall add only a repetition of that requeft 
which I have once already made to you (not 
without direftion from our Right Reverend 
and Honoured Diocefan), that the minifters 
would aflifl the feveral Churchwardens and 
Sidefmen in their Prefentments, and join in 
Jign'ing them ; in which, though by the ex- 
preflions occurring in fome Canons thqy may 
feem to be left at large, yet by what is to be 
met with elfewhere (particularly in the 
1 13th, 115th, and 1 1 8th Canons) 1 think it 
very apparent that their afliitance in that cafe 
may, by the orders of the Church, be always 
juftly expefted from them. Sure I am, that 
without their helping hand the Prefentments 
will be always lame and inefFedlual. 

5 Ia,ra 
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I am ordered, by my Lord Bifliop, to lay 
before you a Petition from the minifter and* 
inhabitants of Bratton-FIemwgy in relation 
to the re-1)uilding of their church. You will 
prefently hear the contents of it ; and arc 
the beft judges what it may be proper for any 
of you to do on that occafion,. 



iir. 
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lir. Speech of Dr. Atterbury to the 
Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Totnefst 
1708. 

REVEREND BRETHREN, 

MY prefent defign is, to fpeak to you 
concernuig that very antient and ufe- 
ful office of Dean Rural ; an office which 
hath formerly contributed much to fuppqrt 
and enliven the difcipline of the Church, and 
might be of equal ufe flill, if the powers 
heretofore annexed to it were duly revived and 
executed. However, even upon the foot it 
now {lands, efpecially in this diocefe, it is of 
great fervice, when difcharged with a con- 
fcientious care and fidelity. And therefore 
pity it is, that either any diforder fhould 
happen in the manner of choofing fuch of- 
ilcers, or any negleft in exerting thpfe pow- 
ers, which do ftill, both by law and cuftom, 
belong to them ; becaufe each of thefe hathil 
nianifeft tendency towards finking the office 
yet lower than it is already funk, and brings 
ing it at laft altogether into difrepute and dii- 

ufe; 
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life ; which it fhall be my bufinefs to whom 
it immediately belongs, as I doubt not but it 
will be the endeavour of our common Supe* 
rior (with whom God has bleffed us), by all 
proper and efFeftual methods to prevent. 

Permit me therefore, Brethren, todifcourfe 
to you in fuch meafure as the time will allow 
of, concerning the name and title, the anti- 
quity, nature, and extent of this office ; to 
fay fomewhat alfo of the powers and rights 
which belonged to it formerly, but have 
iince been loft by mifufe ; and fomewhat 
alfo of the prefent powers with which it is in- 
yefted, and of the great reafon there is to pre- 
ferve and employ them. 

The office is very antient, though not un- 
der the prefent appellation oi DeanRural^ but 
that of Archipresbyter^ of which there were 
^wo forts, the Urban and Rural. The Urban 
Archipresbyter was originally the fame with 
him whom we now call the Dean of the Ca- 
thedral Church ; the Rural Archipresbyter was 
he whom we now ftyle*the Rural Dean^ who, 
according to the opinion of Duarenus and Sir 
Henry Spelman (authorities that we may 
fafely follow), fucceeded in the room of the 
Chorepifcopij upon the abolition of that office 



in 
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in this Wefteni part of Chriftendom. This 
fort of officer, if the text of the Canon Law 
compiled by Gratian might be relied on, 
was older than the Council of Agatha, cele- 
brated in 506, a Canon of which is ther^ 
cited, commanding that, at the folenin re- 
conciliation of penitents, ad/int Decani^ i. e. 
Archipresbyteri Parochiarum^ who were to 
have the care of examining into their offences, 
and prefcribing. penances. But nothing of 
this kind is to be found in any of the Canons 
of that Council now remaining. Gratian 
tranfcribed this miftake from Burchard^ who 
went before him in the fame attempt : and 
Bur chard flourifliing but about 700 years 
ago, it cannot be judged how much antienter 
than him the Archipresbyters mentioned in 
this Canon were. 

The firft clear account we have of thefe 
officers (as diftinguifhed from the Urban 
Archiprefbyters, or Cathedral Deans, in the 
tomes of the Councils) is, I think, A. D. 850, 
when they were eftablifhed by a Canon of the 
Council of Pavia in Italy ; the words of which 
are thefe : 

*' Propter affiduam erga populum Dei cu- 
•^ ram fmgulis plebibus Archiprefbyteros prae- 

*' eflb 
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*' effe volumus, qui non folum imperiti vulgj 
** folicitudinem gerant, verum etiam eorum 
*^ Prefbyterorum qui per minores titulos ha- . 
•• bitant vitam jugi circumfpe£lione cuftodiant, 
*' & qua unufquifque induftria divinum opus 
*' exerceat Epilcopo fuo renuntiet, &c/* 

This Canon was recited afterwards in ter^ 
mmisj and confirmed, by a Council at Rome 
in the year 904. So far is it from truth, 
what a late author*, in his Parochial Antiqui^ 
ties^ hath affirmed, that this inftitution was 
peculiar to Germany^ Gaul^ Great Britain^ 
^nd the Northern Parts of Europe; but alto- 
gether unknown to Italy ^ till the time of 
Cardinal Borromeo. The ground of that er- 
ror was, a falfe notion entertained by him, 
that the Dean Rural in the Church anfwered 
to the Tithing Man in the State, and had the 
fame extent of jurtJdi5tion (fo he fpeaks); which 
led him to imagine, that that portion of a 
Biftioprick which we call a Rural Deanry 
was to be found in no countries but where 
the like civil diftribution into thhings pre- 
vailed. 1 need oppofe nothing to this opi- 
nion beyond the authority of Sir H. Spelman 
in that part of his Gloflkry which he himfelf 
printed ; where he tells us, that the Rural 

* Dr. Kennet. 

Dcanv^ 
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Deanry anfwered (not to the fecular tithing, 
but rather and more nearly) to the county 
.hundred. 

*' Decanatus dicitur de portione epifcopatus, 
** centuriae feu hundredo comitatus refpbn* 
*f denti, & decano olim fnppofita.'* Gloflar. in 
voce JDecanatuSy p. 166. 

That there were Rural Deans here in the 
5axon times I doubt not, though the hiftories 
and ecclefiaftical monuments of thofe ages, 
now preferved, are filent concerning them. 
The only inftance of this kind produced 
(p. 633.) by the writer juft now mentioned, 
is no fure proof of it ; behig taken from that 
part of Edward the Confeffor's Laws which 
is not looked upon as genuine^ but thought 
to be. added to them by Henry I. who re- 
ftored and enforced them. 

Not long after the Reign of Henry I. thefe 
officers are mentioned in the great Lateran 
Council, held A. D. 1 179, under the title of 
Decani conjiituti fub Archidiaconis 'y and rules 
are prefcribed for leffening the expences that 
attend theu* vifitations. From that time our 
Englifli Ecclefiaftical Laws take frequent no- 
tice of them. The true reafons of the firft 
rife and inftitution of this office were, the 

great 
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great extent of diocefes and archdeaconries, 
and the neceffity which Bifliops were under 
of attending not only at Ecclefiaftical Sy- 
nods, but all Great Councils of State ; and 
the fhare they had (efpecially after the time 
of Charles the Great) in the management of 
public offices and affairs. This occafioned a 
delegation of all their jurifdiftion to fome 
officers, and of fome parts of it to others 
crefted for this purpofe; from whom they 
preferved a right of Appeal. As to the par* 
ticular ereftion of Deans Rural ^ I cannot bet- 
ter account for it than in the excellent words 
of Roverius, a French author of note. 

^' Cum ad Presbyteros rure degentes ex-^ 
" tendere fe continuo non poflet Epifcoporura 
*' aut Archidiaconorum vigilantia, collocati 
•' fuere per intervalla in quibufdam quad ex- 
** cubiis Presbyterorum aliqui, Decani vel 
** Archipresbyteri vocitati, ut c^terorurii 
•* Presbyterorum & Plebis moribus, vice 
^' Epifcopiaut Archidiaconi, invigilarent." 

What Roverius fays of their officiating in 
France ** vice Epifcopi aut Archidiaconi/' is 
confirmed as to England, by Lynwood^ \\\ 
various parts of his Provincial, In one place 
he calls thera "Vicarii Epiicoporumquam Ar- 

** chldiaconorimi/* 
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•* cbidiaconorum.'* In a third, he fays that 
they are Decani Temporales ad ah quod minifte^ 
rium fub Epifcopo vel Archidiacono exercendum 
cmjiiiutu r In a fourth, he thus defcribes 
them : Sunt perfona habentes quadam qfficia 
communiter JpeSlantia ad Epifcopum vel Arcbi- 
diQConum : et ideo communiter eorum receptio 
& amotlo pert met adutrumque. And there is a 
remarkable paffage in his comment, where 
he enquires, whether the Deans of the Arch- 
bifhop's Peculiars (as Shoreham, Croydon, 
&c.) can by cuftom have cognizance of ma-^ 
trimonlal caufes. To which he anfwers, they 
may ; and gives this reafon for it, becaufe 
thofe Deans have Archidiaconal Jurifdi6lioi), 
being ful)jedt to the Archbifhop alone, who 
deputes them, cum tamen cceteri Decani Rura^ 
les etiam {ut communiter) fubjint Archidiaconis. 
And to the fame purpofe fpeaks Atho's Glof- 
fary on the Legatine Conftitutions of Otho. 
^am prajici debent Decant Rurales quam etiatfi 
amovert per Epifcopum & Archidiaconumjimul 
de jure ^ he adds indeed fahd confuetudine lo* 
corum^ becaufe, in fome places, the mandate 
for the choice of Deans Rural doth, by the 
Bifhop's grant, proceed from the Archdeacon 
alone, as in the dipcefe of Canterbury. In 

others 
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cithers from the Bifliop and Archdeacon joiht- 
ly ; /. e. from the Biihop through the Arch- 
deacon, as ih this didcefe. Ahd frotn all 
thcfe authorities that fkilful and accurate 
Civilian Dr. Cowell collefted this definition 
of a Dean Rural, which he gives in his " In- 
" terpretef," and is tranfcribed by Oodolphin 
into his " Repdrtorium/* 

•< A perfon haying ecclefldftiCal jurifdiftiort 
«* over other miiiiftefs and pariflies neat ad- 
** joinings afligncd unto him by the Bi(hop 
^^ and Archdeacon, being placed and difplaced 
^* by them;'* He means^ by their authority, 
but at the inftance, nomination, and ele6liori, 
of the Clergy. Nor is it unworthy of obfer*- 
vation, that a Canon in 1571 (the only Can- 
non of our Church which, fince the Reform 
matiouj mentions Deans RuralJ joins the 
Archdeacon with the Biihop irt the fteps that 
are to be taken towards choofing them. I for- 
bear to recite the words here^ becaufe I fore- 
fee I (hall have occafion to life them towards 
the clofe of this papen 

How and when the Archdekcon came into 

a fixed (hare of authority in this matter, ap- 

peafS fronl a refcript of Innocent III. in the 

Jrear 1214^ inferted into the body of thq 

Vol. II* R Caaoiv 
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Canon Law. Archipre^byteri (fays he) qui 
a plurlbui Decani nuncupantury jirchidiaconi 
jurifdi^ioni Je noverint Juljicere. And in 
anfwer to an enquiry then made of him, 
Utriim Decani Rurales qui pro tempore fiatu- 
untur ad mandatum Epifeopi Jolum vel Arcbi* 
diaconiy vel eiiam utriufque in/iitui debeant 
vel dejiiiuij (xfuerint amovendi : His determi^ 
nation there is, ^^Ad hoc ireviter rejpondemm 
" qudd cum ab omnibus qUod omnes tangit 
•' approbari debeat, & cupa eorum*' (/. e. of 
the Bifhop and Archdeacon) *' Decauus of- 
f^ ficium exerceat,. communitcr eft etiam eli* 
'* gendui vel deponendus.** Ever fince this 
refcript, the Archdeacon's authority hath in^- 
tervened, together with that of the Bifhop, 
towards appointing Deans Rural^ except 
whereby grant, compofition, or cuftotrijoi- 
memorial, things have been . otherwife or- 
dered ; as the cafe is in the diocefe of Can- 
terbury, where, thirteen years after the date 
of this refcript, Stephen Langton, the Arch- 
bifhop, granted to his Archdeacon the infti- 
tutlon and deftitution of Deam Mural ; and 
for this remarkable reafon : 

'* Cum abfurdum fit ut alius cos conftituat 
^' quam is, "qui eis debeat praeeffe, & cui rc- 

** ipoudcre 
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^* fponder^ tenentur j praefertim cum ipfis 
[Decatlis nertlpe] teferentibus, corrigere 
*^ debent [Archidiaconi] caeterortim errata.'* 

This grdnt was two yeafs afterwards con- 
firrxied by Archbifhop Wether fhed ; but with 
the additidii of the claufe, •* praehabito con- 
*• filio noftroi'* Both the ihftrumerits are 
printed at large^ by the induftrious and judi- 
cious Mr. Somner. 
• •' ' ' ■ , ■ . 

The * office of Dean Rural, at and before 
this time, was to jnfp^dt the ftianhers both of 
Clergy and Laity within his diftri£t, but 
chiefly of^ the former ; and if any of thefe 
laboured under any evil fame, to call them 
before him j and to correft leffer exceffes as 
inforo pcenitetitiali for the moft part, father 
than judicially ; the Rural Deans being the 
Confejfores nati of the clergy under them, till 
the monkSj abotit King John's time, began 
to wreft the authority out of their hiuids. 

Hispower'over the Clergy is by oMvOtha 
faid to be yurifdidiio Cognitibnalis^ quoad ef^ 
fedlum corrigendiy licet non quoad effcEium /y*- 
fnovendi tales a Villicatione, & fujpendendo cos 
'ah ojSHcio. And in this Lynwood agrees with 
him, allowing that the Dean Rural might 
inflidt fome of the leffer cenfures for flight 

R a o€- 
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offences : but greater matter^ he was to ^efer 
to the fuperior ordinary, at the next fynod, or 
convention of the Clergy ; for which reafoa 
alfo he looks upon him to have been called 
by the Canonifts Te^is Synodalis. 

From the cognizance of ^greater, and par- 
ticularly of matrimonial caufes^ he was ea-^ 
tirely excluded by a Conftitution of Qtho, 
both becaufe he was not always fuppofed duly 
qualified for a difcuffion of them, by his Ikill 
in Canon Law ; and becaufe alfo, as I appre- 
hend, his office was often likely to determine 
ere fuch intricate caufes, where many wit- 
nefles were to be examined, could be ripened 
to a fentence. Nor could he ever pre/bribe 
to a cuftom of hearing fuch caufes, becaufe, 
as Lynwood well obferves, by reafon of a 
temporary office ^ no prefcription lies. On this 
account, as well as others, the office muft 
needs afterwards have declined apace, becaufe 
a difufer would bar them of any branch of 
their authority, and no cuftom whatfbever 
could either give them what they had not, 
or reftore to them what they had loft. 

It was like wife the Dean Rural' s bufineft 
to inftrudt the younger Clergy in the way 
of adminiftering and ordering facraments aad 

facra- 
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facramentals, according to the Canons aitd 
Cuftoms of the Church, to appoint preach- 
ers for (bienin occafions, to take care of the 
iequeftration of vacant livings., and to provide 
for the fupplies of the cure. He took order 
for, and certified the execution of, procefl'es 
and decrees out of the fuperior Court Chrif- 
tian [and had perhaps on this account the 
title of Decanus Cbriftiamtatis beftowed on 

Through his hands went the mandates for 
Indu£iion\ and thofe for the choice of Convo- 
cation-clerks, which are ftill alfo tranf- 
mitted by him. For this purpofe he had 
\iis Apparitors^ and other under-officers, and 
an authentick feal, on which the name of 
his office was engraved, but not his own ; 
that being allowed only to thofe ecclejiajiical 
judges who were perpetual ; whereas the office 
of Rural Dean was temporary^ and of no 
longer continuance, even in Lyn wood's time, 
than it is now, ^oUbet anno (fays he) mu^ 
tantur decani^ et jiunt novi. This was now 
fettled ; but 200 years before, in Otbo^s time, 
it appears that they were vefy^ unwilling to 
refign their office with their fealsf at the ex- 
piration of the year. And therefore a parti- 

R 3 cular 
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cular.coaftitution was ttzdt by that Legato 
to compel them tio It, I; ^ifl) <he cafe were 
po| mych altered, when that office is accepted 
\>y fome as unwillingly, as it was then parte4 
witht ^ 

The Incumbents of the Deanry were hi| 
Cbapter^ which he fumnrK>ned, as hd faw 
caufe, upon fpecial^emerg^hcies ; buthadalfo 
ftated times of convening ^h^ag^: fojr fome of 
them were held once in three weeks or a 
inonth ; otliers once a. quai^t^t \ which laft 
were called Principalia Capitfla proper majo* 
rem $onfi.uentiam Qeri^ G? quia in hlii dt Wg^ilk 
{irduoribus tra£larr confuevit^ . ' / 
? In thefe Quarterly Chapters, (wherein firil 
the Rural Deans only, bur afterwards the 
Archdeacons, or their Officials, offen pre- 
fided) deliberation was held of fuch mattery 
as were thought prqper to be laid before the 
ipijfhop ; and the Parochial Clergy adyifed tO'^ 
gether about all ^flairs iij which they were 
particularly concerned, and .took common 
meafures a^id rtfplutipns upon them ; a mof^ 
excellent and ;wire inftitution, fitted tp keep 
pp order and uniformity, and to cultivate 4 
good cprrefpondknce among the neighbouring 
Clergy J to. arip them againft common dan- 
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gers and difficulties, and enable them every 
T^ay to promote the intereft of religion and 
virtue, and the good of fouls committed to 
their charge. 

And therefore a Right Honourable ^nd 
Right Reverend Prelate, who adorned the paf- 
toral charafter as much as any Bifliop of his 
time, hath, in his Conferences with the Cler- 
gy of the federal Deanriesin his diocefe, re- 
vived the image of thefe Rural Chapters, and 
purfued the ends of them. 

The ufe of thefe Rural Chapters was little 
known out of England ; for which reafort 
Lynwood forbears to fay much of them i 
Sluia magis nituntur confuetudini patriae guant 
juri communis de lis ulterius fcribere omitto ; 
though for that very reafon one would have 
wiflied that he had been more particular in 
hh account of them. 

The Editor of the Parochial Antiquities ap* 
plies this paflage of Lynwood to the Rural 
Deans themfelves, and not to their Chapters, 
to which hdwever it folely belongs. 

And now, my Reverend Brethren, having 
taken as diftlnft a view as the time would 
permit of thole powers which formerly be- 
longed to Deans Rural, and of the great ufe- 

R 4 fulnefs 
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fulncfs of fuch officers, efpecially in conjunct 
lion with their Chapters, give me leave, in 
the firil place, to bemoan the (Jecay of this 
part of ecclefiaftical difcipline; and from my 
heart to wifli the revival of it j and then, till 
that (hfill happen, in the next place to befeech 
and exhort you to dp what in you lies towards 
preferving the poor remains of thofe powers 
vhich are ftill left, and rendering them ufe? 
ful to the purpofes fqr which f hey were in- 
tended. 

In matters of publick gpvernment, the bu- 

iinefs of private perfons is, I confefs, tp make 

the beft ufe they can of the prefent ftate of 

fhings, without endeavouring to difturb it by 

new models and fchemes, which they think 

may he of more fervice* But when a main 

branch of pur antient ecclefiaftical ^onftitutioa 

hath been dropped by a gradual difule, no 

man's modefty needs reftrain him froni in- 

.terpofing towards a revival of it. And that 

is the cafe of Rural De^ns mA Chapters ; 

which is. no new-fangled device, but a^ 

inftitutlon (as you have heard) of venerable 

age^ by long experience approved, and prac^ 

tiled with' greater influence and fuccefs in 

this than in any other part of Ch^iftendoixj. 

■ . ' We 
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^e are fure, therefore, that is- well adaptecj 
to our conftitution, and wpuld be fo far from 
interfering, that it would faU-in with the 
Qther parts of it, and even contribute to fupT 
port and ftrengtben them ; and enrble thoie 
who in an higher fphere hold the reins of 
^cclefiaftical difcipUne (fop long an^ top much 
flackened) to guide them to better advantage? 
than they do, or pan do at prefent, Thi$, I 
am fure, was the opinion of thofe who, 
after the Reformation pf the Dp£lrine, werej 
employed to draw up what was neceffary to- 
wards compleating the Difcipline of the 
Churph ; and to that end compiled the Refor^ 
tnatio Legum Ecclefiajiicarum^ wherein thQ 
chapter of Deans Rural (which I recommend 
to your peryfal) contauis a very full an4 
particular account pf their office, as it was 
jhen intended ta be reftorcd, 

When this projeft proved abortive (for 
what rcafon they may eafily guefs, who con- 
fider how ready fome men have all along 
been to bljupe the defeds of oqr Church-dif- 
cipline, and how unwilling at tlie fame time 
to fupply them with proper provifions, left 
they (hould want occafions of complaining) ; 
\ fay, when thi? fcheme, in which the civil 

powep 
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power was chiefly cohcertied, took no tSc&i 
the ecclejiajiical power did tehat it could to fet 
things right by authority of Convocation. 
And among the Canorisf tamed for this pnr* 
pofe, one in 1571 fhews how fenfible the 
then Bifhops and Clergy were of the ufefiil- 
nefs and importance of the Dean Rural's of- 
fice, about which they thus determined : 

*' Peraft^ vifitatione, Archidiaconus ligni- 
*' ficabit Epifcopo quos invenerit in quoquc 
*' Decanatu ed dodlrina & judicio praeditos, 
*' ut digni fint qui pro condone doceant po^ 
*• pulum, & praefiint aliis. Ex iis Epifcopus 
*' poteft Eleftum facere, qubs volet efle De*^ 
«* canos Rurales." 

Here is no account given of the fevera! 
powers and duties belonging to this Eccle* 
fiaftical Officer; twd particulars only are 
mentioned, That he fhould4)e well qualified 

• 

\o preach and to govern. But good Preachers 
ihen^ in the infancy of our Reformation (when 
many illiterate men were of neceflity to be 
ordainedj being not to be found in every 
Deanry, the charader and power of this Of- 
ficer lefTened every day; fo that the Convo- 
cation of 1603 (v^hich fixed that body of 
Canons whereby our Church is now govern- 
ed) 
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cd) appears not to have entered into any mea- 
fures towards reftoring it. 

It hath been endeavoured indeed to pro-^ 
mote the fame end by ether means^ with 
which our confHtution is wholly unacquaint*** 
cd, namely, by a voluntary eredtion of Soci* 
eties for the Reformation of Manners. Far 
be it from me to condemn the zeal of thofe 
peribns who with g6od intentions entered on 
tb^t defirable work, however unqualified they 
might be for it. But, when we confider who 
have encouraged it moft, and been moft em* 
ployed in it^ we may be allowed to fufped, 
that one end which fome men have had in 
carrying it on was to take the infpeftion of 
fanners out of their hands to whom it moft 
properly belongs ; and by that pieans to ren* 
der thefunSlion as ufelefs as they could, in 
prder to its becoming contemptible. 

This indeed, together with many other 
fteps taken to the fame purpbfe, not neceffary 
here to be repeated, gives us no very com- 
fortable profpeiS of procuring any enlarge- 
ment of the powers we already poflefs in 
matters appertaining to religion and virtue, 

pr ^^ retrieving any of thofe we have lofl*^ 

*' ' • 

How- 
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However, fbme favourable Junfture niay 
arife, when our Superiors iii Church and 
State (hall lay thefe matters to heart, and 
think them worthy of their moft fcrious and 
wife confideration. And iure I am, that, if 
ever a re-eftablj(hment of Chiirch-difcipline 
in its vigour be fmcerely intended, one^ 
and* a chief, method of promoting it muft 
be by a reftoratioiJ of Rutai Deans and Cbap^ 
ters^ to thg full extent of their antient 
powers. 

Let us join in common iviihes for this; 
pnd not torget, in , the mean tinje, to exert 
the powers of which we are indubitably pof* 
fefled- The office of Dean Rural is ftill a 
great truft, as it carries with it the care of 
the Church ^abrick and utenfils, of prevent* 
ing dilapidations, and of infpefl'ing the 
manners of the Clergy. Thefe particulars 
are exprelsly included in his prefent oath i 
the confcientious obfervance of which is a 
matter of great confequence ; and therefore 
the choice of fuch perfons as are to difcharge 
thefe duties ought not to be uegleded or 
eluded. 

And when they are chofen, it were to be 
wiihed that they would, as fooa afterwards 

as 
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as c conveniently they can, fet about tha work, 
without deferring it^ as they too often doy 
to the very time of the expiration of their' 
office ; when they have neither leifure nor 
inclination to make due enquiries, or at leaft 
due prefentments upon them ; but fatisfy 
themfelves with the promifes of the refpec- 
tive perfons, Incumbents, to fet things right, 
without having time left fufficient to oblige 
them to perform thofe promifes ; which are 
made again, perhaps, to the next Dean Ru- 
ral, towards the clofe of his office alfo, with 
as little efFedt as they were to the former ; 
and thus dilapidations and the decays of 

Churches increafe without end and without 

* 

remedy. 

Thfe Canon of 1 57 1 does, as we have hearfl, 
mention Preachings as one part of the Dean 
Rural's bufinefs. I will not fay that it cer- 
tainly meant the Vijitation Sermons. How- 
ever, though this be not provided for fpecially 
by Canon, yet the power of the Ordinary,, 
confirmed by cuftom, hath made it binding. 
And, I hope, it will be looked upon by thofe 
of my Brethren who have a right fenfe of this 
matter, rather as an honour than a burthen. 

I aiTj 
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I am.fenfible I have detained you long} 
and vet there is fomewhat ftill behind, re- 
lating to this argument. But 1 (hall referve 
it to be propofed and coilfidered when wc 
meet together in private. 



IV. 
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IV. Visitation Speech to the Clergy of the 
Diocefe of Rochefter. May, 1 7 1 6. 

MY REVEREND BRETHREN^ 

EVER fince, by God's good Providence, 
and the favour of her late Majefty of 
ever dear and blefled memory, I was placed 
in this See, I have earneftly defired thus to 
meet my Clergy in Vifitation : but my long 
and repeated •indifpofitions, my neceffary at- 
tendance on Parliament, and -the unfettled 
ilate of puWic affairs, have till now pre- 
vented it, 

I have been the lefs concerned on this ac- 
count, becaufe,* my diocefe being fmall, I 
thank God it is fo (the fmalleft I believe in 
all England, and no part of it far dlftant 
from the place of my re^dence), I was able 
to inform myfelf pjetty well of the true 
ftate of it, without adtually vifiting it ; and 
one chief defign of fuch Vifitatioris being to 
enquire into the charaders and conduct of 
the Clergy, I thought I might fafely, for 
fome time, defer fuch an enquiry, being fa- 
z tisfied 
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tisfied that the Clergy over whom I prefidrf 
are as honeft, regular, and orthodox a body 
of then as any other m ftie kingdom. How- 
ever, one circumftance there was which made 
this delay unwelcome to me, that it hindered 
me from knowing ycfU perfonally, and being 
perfonally known to you, as early and as 
much as I wifhed to be ; and confined my 
acquaintance chiefly to thofe of you who 
were either in my immediate neighbour* 
bourhood, or had particular occafions of ap- 
plying themfelves to me for the dilcharge 
of my Epifcopal Fun£lions^ 

I am now come to fupply ^this defefl: ; 
and hope that our knowledge of each other 
will tpnd to the mutual comfort and advan- 
tage of all, and give me every day rhor^ 
and more reafon to blefs God for placing me 
in a ftation fo agreeable to me. 

I verily believe, that you know very well 
what belongs to the paftoral care of your 
flocks, and are not backward to pra£life it : 
and yet I Ihould be wanting in my duty^ 
fhould I not take this opportunity of faying 
fomething to you concerning yours } and 
therefore I (hall, in a very few words, tell 
you plainly my thoughts, and give you rny 

^dvke 
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advice and diredlion, in relation to fome prin- 
cipal branches of your office, as Parochial In- 
cumbents. 

And the firji thing (as it deferves in (he 
Jir/l place to be recommended) I recommend 
to you, is. the reading, or (when you have 
juft reafon fo to do) procuring fuch as will 
read the publick prayers, in a deliberate and 
diflinft, a grave and fervent manner ; which 
will imprint upon the minds of your peofle a 
veneration for our fervice, will enliven their 
attention, and raife their devotion, and edify 
them more, I am perfuaded, than even a 
well-compofed and pathetic Sermon- But 
this point has, by my honoured predeceffor *, 
on a like occafion, been fet in fo full and 
clear a light, and handled with fuch a force 
of godly eloquence, that all that any man 
can fay on this head touft fall (hort of what 
he has already faid ; and therefore 1 refer you 
to his inimitable difcourfe on this fubjedl, 
and defire you often and ferioufly to perufe it. 
Let me add only my earneft requeft, that 
you would, as much as in you lies, perfuade 
your people to refort to publick prayefs on 
Litany-days and Holy-days, as well as Sun-* 
days, I know, in fmalier villager and pa-* 

* Bp. Sprat, 

YoL.JL S tv^t.^. 
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riflies, where the inhabitants live by their 
daily- labour, it is difficult to procure a con- 
gregation at fuch times ; and fome minifters, 
that have begun this good praftice, have been 
difcouraged from profecuting it, by the want 
of numbers to join in the fervice. And yet I 
cannot but think that perfeverance, and pro- 
per application to well-difpofed perfons, and 
the influence of a good example fet by their 
own families, might at length attain the de- 
fired end, in fome places, where the church 
is now altogether (hut up for fix days in the 
week, and the people fettled in an opinion 
that their prefence at public devotions is a 
duty only on Sundays. 

It were well alfo, that the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper were adminiftered in every pa- 
rifti (as it is, I hope, in moft pariflies of ray 
Diocefe) oftener, much oftener, than on the 
three great feftivals ; which might, methinks, 
be compaffed, were the people once fatis- 
fied that fuch a folemn and rigorous prepara- 
tion of themfelves as fome books of devotion 
prefcribe (however commendable it may be) 
is not abfolutely ncceflary towards a worthy 
reception of it, and that the fhort and plain 

(Jiredlioas given for this purpofe in the Com-« 

muniou- 
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tnunion-ofEcc and Church Catechifm are 
thofe by which every member of this Church 
Ihould choofe to be guided, and on which he 
may as fafely rely as on the rules laid down 
by any private unauthorized (however pious 
and well-meaning) writer ; and that there is 
no man fo ignorant, or fo employed, but that 
he may, if he will, and as often as he will, 
by the help of thofe directions, prepare him- 
felf to communicate worthily. 

Having mentioned that fhort, comprehen* 
five, and admirable fummary of Chriftian 
dodlrine the Church Catechifm^ 1 cannot but 
exprefs to you my wifties that the teaching it 
to children, and explaining it publickly in the 
Church, were a work as grateful to Chriftian 
congregations as it is ufcful to Chriftianity ; 
and that the Clergy might be allowed rather 
to employ themfelves in difcharging this talk 
than in composing Afternoon-fermons— a 
duty neither enjoined by the Rubric nor by 
any Canon^ and taken up chiefly from a cuf- 
tom begun in ill times, and for ill purpofes; 
but which cannot now be laid afide^ either 
with decency or prudence, in fuch populous 
plapes, efpecially where thofe of the Separa- 
tion abqund, and would draw away our people 

S 2 froixji 
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from the Church by the multitude of thek 
Sermon^. 

However that may be, I muft infift, that 
tvhat is ndt required by the Conftitution fliould 
hot be praftifed in prejudice to what is ; and 
therefore that the preaching of fuch Sermons 
fhould not intrench upon the important duty 
of catechijing children ; to which we in a great 
itieafure owe the continuance of fincere piety 
and found principles among us : and there* 
fore the late encouragers of Charity --fchooh 
are never enough to be commended for their 
care and diligence on this head, by which 
they have defer vcd Well of God and man, 
and have done the Church of England and 
the pure Religion of Christ excellent forvice ; 
and eerily they Jhall not fail tf their re- 
ward. 

Let me obferve to you here what peculiat: 
ftrefs is laid upon the right difcharge of this 
duty of catechijing^ and w^ith what remarkable 
ftridlnefs and fe verity it is inforced by tKe 
fanftion of the 59th Canon. 1 expeft that 
that Canon fliould, if not in the letter, yet in 
the main intention and defign of it, be care- 
fully obfcrved, particularly in Lent, and at 

fuch other times and feafons as the minifter 
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m his difcretion fliall judge moft proper for 
this work ; and that parents and makers of 
families fliould be frequently called upon to 
A) their duty in that refpe£l, by obliging 
their children and fervants to attend his ia- 
ftrt^ons, and to fubmit themfelves to a pub-» 
lie and fblemn examination. 

The adminiftration of the Sacrament of 
Baptifm (another important part of Parochial 
duty) is, you all know, never regularly 
performed in private^ but when neceflity re- 
quires ; and even then fuch Baptifm mud be 
certified, and compleated in publick. A con- 
trary cuftom hath crept, here and there, into 
larger towns, and been gradually eftablifhed 
by fuch compliances with men of rank, dif- 
tinSion, and fubftance, as are no ways 
nvarranted by our Conilitution, and have 
overborn the wife and godly orders of the 
Church in that behalf. 1 muft defirc you to 
do all that in you lies towards breaking 
through this ill cuftom, wherever it has in 
any degree obtained ♦. 

As likewife another, no lefs abfurd and 
unreafonable, of performing the office of 
Thankfgiving for women after child-birth in 

* Sec the Bifliop's correfpondence on this fubjedt 
with Dean Stanhope, in vol. I, p. , 
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private chambers; a praflice which is not 
countenanced by any word in the Rubric^ or 
by any allowance there made for extraordi- 
nary cafes, and is a contradiction to the very 
title as well as defign of the office ; and one 
would wonder therefore (if any thing in this 
age of diforder and confuiion were to be won- 
dered at) how it ever came to prevail. I 
know your endeavours to redrefs thefe abufes 
will be attended with difficulties, arifing from 
the importunity of perfons willing in this 
refpeft to be diftinguifhed, from the pleas of 
common ufage, ill health, and a regard to 
the tender age of infants, and from other 
lefs juftifiable views and considerations : but 
they are fuch difficulties as ought to be re- 
fifted, and may in time, by an inoffenfive 
fteadinefs and prudence, and by a mind re- 
Iblved to overlook lefler advaritages, be to- 
tally vanquifhed ; and perhaps the due govern- 
ment of thofe who find their account in fuch 
complian,ces will be the hardeft part of the 
Incumbent's talk in this cafe. 

*' Objijlet inolita confuetudo^ fed tnellorl 
*' confuetucime n)incetur : remurmurabit caro^ 
*^ Jed Jeriore fpiritus fr^enabitury I choofe 

to fpeak to you in the words ufed by 

Thomas 
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Thomas A Kempis to another purpofe : and 
leave them to be applied by you on this 
occaHon^ in fuch manner and meafure as 
your Chriftian difcretion and concern for 
the honour of the Church, and for the due 
adminiftration of her Sacraments and Cere- 
monies, (hall fuggeft. And I (hould not 
have faid fo much on this point, did I not 
think it a matter of fbme confequence, how- 
ever it may have been negle<Sted in places 
where Schifm, Infidelity, and an irreligious 
Lukewarmnefs and Indifference have , prevail- 
ed^ and not only relaxed, but well nigh fub- 
verted, our difcipline in all its branches. 

The Vijttation of the Sick is a matter of 
daily and obvious ufe, with which all who 
have the cure of fouls muft needs be \vell ac^ 
quainted, cfpecially where their flocks are 
large and numerous : and yet there is no part 
of the Incumbent';} duty which requires 
greater degrees of fpiritual Ikill, and of a cer^ 
tain holy dexterity and addrefs in the difcharge 
of it. To know how to deal aright with 
the coiifciences of decunibeut dying linners; 
how to break their obftinacy, and foften them 
into contrition; hpw to apply comfort or 
terror to them as there (hall be occafion ; 

S 4 how 
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how to fatisfy their doubts, or, if need be, 
cure their defpair ; how to difpoic fome to ) 
works of mercy, others to forgivenefs and 
reftitutidn ; how to fearch th«ir minds to the 
quick, make them willing to lay open their 
inward fores and blemiflies, and by thai- 
means render them defirous and Worthy of 
ghoftly abfolutioii ; how to Jpeak and exhort^ 
and rebuke witf> all autborityj and yet with 
all humility and meeknefs, with all lenity 
and tendernefs ; is a. tafk that cannot be ad** 
vantageoufly performed but by a man bleflfed 
with a ferious and pious frame of fpirit, well 
cfteemed for gravity and fan£kity of life, en- 
dued with natural prudence, ripened by ex- 
f)erience, and fompetently aaquainted with 
fbme of the moft lifeful rules of Cafuiftical 
Pivinity. And he who has this habitual 
Ikill and thefe qualifications will be capable 
of doing more good to his parilhioMers while 
he ftands by their fick beds, than perhaps he 
could ever do them from the pulpit #hile 
they were healthy and vigorous. The words 
of dying men are beft remembered by their 
friends and relations ; and the words of the 
Pried are moil attended to by men that are 
dyings and make the deepeft^nd moft ufefal 

im- 
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iifipreffioRS upon them : and it has been 
known, therefore, when a fucccfsful difcharge 
of this part of the miniftcrial function upon 
fiek men, who have afterwards recovered their 
health, hath given them fuch a fenfe of the 
good offices then done by their Minifter, and 
fuch a reverence for his charafter, as has made 
them ever afterwards fubmiffive to his ad- 
vice, and confequently exemplary in their 
lives and converfations, and patterns of that 
regard which is due to the Clergy from 
thofe who are edified by their holy minif- 
tratidn. 

As to the iuty of Preachings there is none 
that requires lefs to be given in charge to the 
Clergy, becaufe there is none by which they 
more confefledly adorn their holy calling. 

One thing only I fhall fay upon it, for the 
encouragement of thofe of the younger fort, 
who may have newly taken Holy Orders, and 
entered on Parochial Cures — that it is not fo 
difficult a thing to be a good Preacher as fome 
men imagine ; there being nothing, in my 
opinion, neceflary .to it, but a thorough 
knowledge of the Scripture, a vital fenfe of 
lleligion upon the heart, a defire of be^ng 
lufeful to the congregation, and a fixed refo- 

lution 
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lution of faying nothing from the pulpit, of 
which the Preacher himfelf is not clearly and 
fully convinced beforehand : and thefe at- 
tainments all lie within the reach of every 
honeft good man, who has a competent fliare 
of natural underftanding. He that is well 
verfed in Holy Writ, and to whom the phrafe 
of it is familiar, will not fail of adding 
weight and authority to all he fays : he that 
fpeaks from his own heart, will eaiily reach 
the hearts and confciences of thofe that hear 
him : he that ftudies only how to edify his 
people by plain inftruftive dodlrine will be 
tbre of being liftened to with attention, re- 
fpeft, and love ; and he who appears to be 
lerioufly perfuaded of the truth of what he 
delivers, takfts the beft way in the world to 
perfuade and convince others ; the pious 
w^armth he inwardly feels will animate and 
enliven his difcourfe, and raife fome degrees 
of that holy flame in the breafts of his au* 
dlence. 

But enough of thi? argument, which, I 
am fenfible, tranfports me too far, into a 
manner of fpeaking more proper for the pul- 
pit, thnn for fuch an affembly on fuch an 
occalion. And therefore to return. 

The 
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The plain thoughts I have offered to you, 
concerning fome branches of Parochial Duty, 
will be beft enforced by adding my hearty 
requeft to thofe of you who have a legal ex* 
cufe, or juft occaiion, to be abfent from your 
Cures, to fupply them with fuch perfons as 
will be fure every way to anfwer the great 
truft repofed in them. 

Since I came to this Diocefe, I know of no 
Curate nominated to me for my Licence, 
whom I have not had good reafon to think 
well qualified for his work. 1 blefs God for 
it ! and doubt not but I (hall find thofe (and 
many fuch there are) who have not applied 
themfelves to me on that account, every way 
as fit and deferving. I fhall pay great regard 
to the Letters Teftimonial giveft them in this 
cafe by the Incumbent of the parifli, and by 
the neighbouring Clergy ; and therefore may 
juftly expert that you will all be, to the ut- 
moft degree, fcrupulous in granting and Cgn- 
ing fuch Teftimonials ; and am very defirous 
that, whenever you recommend any to me 
for Orders, Inftitution, or a Curacy, you^ 
would not content yourfelves with the com-- 
raon forms, but would be exprefs and parti* 
cular in the characters of the perfons, the 

time 
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tinae for which you have known them, and 
the falaries (if Cwatcs) which you are will- 
ing to allow them. I hope no one will think 
it proper, for the future, to fit down in fuch 
a {Ration, without vay previous coi^ent and 
approbation. 

1 expeSt the fame perfenal nppHcations to 
roe hy all fuch as now Joy oxjball hereafter, 
leach School in my Dioeefe ; nor wiH any 
licence ever iffue to the latter till they have 
paffed my examination, 

Tl^fpirltuaJ part of your Charge has, you 
ice, fo far taken up my thoughts, and your 
time, that I have fcarce room to add any 
thing about matters of a temporal concern ; 
which, though of an inferior nature, are yet 
hj no means to be overlooked. 

However, two or three things of this kind 
there are, which J Ihall mention, aiid which 
deferve to be confidered by you. 

The firft of them is. That the old Canon, 
about the annual Perambulations of Parifhes, 
may, as far as in you lies, be obferved, I 
lear it has been generally negledted, and 
thought a matter of more trouble than con- 
fe^uence : but experience has (hewn that fuch 
pegleds have, in fome places, been attended 

with 
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wltli great inconveniences to the Miniver and 
to the People, with relation to their Parochial 
Rights and Boundaries ; and therefore I could 
wiih that this laudable cuftom were every 
where revived and continued. 

The fiipporting your Parfonage and Vka^ 
rage boujii by all neiceffary reparations, and 
preferving the timhr that grows in your coe- 
meteries, or on your glebes, for that purpofe^ 
or for the repair of your chancels^ is another 
things which I cannot too earnefily recom- 
mefid to you. You are obliged to it, in obe^ 
dicnoc to the laws both of Church and State, 
in gratitude to your Patrons, and in juftice to 
your Succeflbrs : the honour of the Church, 
and the credit of your Order, require this at 
your hands, which are impaired and fullied 
by few things more than by fcandalous di* 
lapidations. Nor can any Incumbent, I think, 
with a good confcience, apply to his own ufe 
the profits of his living, till he has taken due 
care of the mahfion allotted to him ; which 
^hofe revenues were defigned to fupport in 
t\iQ Jirjl place^ and the Incumbent himfelf 
afterwards. I fpeaknot this by way of blame, 
but admonition : for I have ^not hitherto had 
opportunities of informing myfelf duly in 

fuch 
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iuch matters. But if God (hall give me Hfe 
and health, my purpofe is to be an eye-wit- 
nefs myfelf of all fuch defefts (if any fuch 
there be) within the feveral pariihes of my 
Dioccfe. 

I have yet one thing more to offer to you ; in 
which I take the intcreft of the Church tp be 
deeply concerned. 

The 87th Canon dircds the making and 
tranfmitting to the Bifliop true terriers. That 
talk, when enjoined by authority, hath not 
always been performed with due care and ex- 
aftnefs, and hath proved a detriment fbmer 
times, rather than an advantage, to the livings 
concerned. 

Wherever it is undertaken, it will be mod 
ufefuUy and effeftually done if there be ia- 
ierted in fuch Terriers not only the particu- 
lars required by that Canon (to which I re- 
fer you), but moreover accounts of all charL^ 
table gifts and bequefts to the poor of the 
parifti, to any fchool or hofpital there, for 
the reparation of the Church, or the Minif- 
ter*s maintenance ; of any compofition, or 
modus, and to what portion of lands, or 
fp^cies x>f tithes^ fuch modus extends. Thefe,^, 

and 
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and fdndry other particulars (not eafy to be 
enumerated) Ihould be fpecified in thofe ac- 
counts : and would the Incumbents (under 
the influence of any direction 1 (hould be 
glad to give for that purpofe) procure fuch 
compleat States of the Rights and Revenues 
of this kind in their feveral pariflies, and 
return them, authentically vouched, into my 
Regiftry, I would take care that they Ihould 
not only there be preferved, but entered £iir- 
]y in a book, to which their fucceflbrs might 
always reform, and receive from thence pro- 
per lights and informations. This method 
well purfued would (I am fatisfied) be one 
of the beft and wifeft fteps that could be taken 
towards fecuring, in due time, the patrimony 
of the Chnrch from all further illegal and fa- 
crilegious encroachments* 

But I muft detain you no longer. The 
proper work of Vifitation requires our atten- 
dance ; and the enfuing Confirmation will take 
up much of our time. I depend upon it that 
care has been taken to offer no one to me to 
be confirmed, but who hath firft been exa- 
mined, or whom the ^inifter otherwife 
knows to be well qualified for that holy or- 
dinance. 

It 
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It remains, that I exhort both myfelf aiid 
you, my Reverend Brethren, that we all do 
our duties faithfully, as in the fight of God, 
on this, and on all other occafions. Let us 
make it the chief ftudy and endeavour of our 
lives to work the work of him thatfent usj and 
fo fulfil the high commiffion v^c have re- 
ceived from the great Shepherd and Bijhop of 
fouls. 

Let us preach the word^ and live anfwerably 
to what we preach — Be inflant infeafon and 
out of feafon ; reprove^ rebuke^ exhort y with 
all long'fuffering and doSlrine : not with eye- 
fervice^ as men-pleafers^ but in finglenefs of 
hearty fearing God. Let us watch in all 
things^ and, if' need be, endure affli£lionSy do 
the work of Evangelijls^ make full proof of our 
miniflry. 

Let us behave ourfelves in all the offices 
of our ftations, and in all circumftances, dif- 
creetly indeed, warily, Vv^ifely ; but withal 
courageoufly, zealoufly, firmly. Let us not 
be frighted from a refolute difcharge of our 
duty, by any appearances of danger or dif- 
ficulties ; but go on in our way and in our 
works, though the (ky fliould look lowering 

over 
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over our heads, and the face of the heavens 
fhould gather blacknefsl He that thus ob-^ 
ferveth the winds Jhall not fow^ and he that 
thus regardeth the clouds Jhall not reap. 

•Let us a6l, as becomes us, in the prefent 
moment, and truft God with the event. 
His Providence and Proteftion will not be 
wanting to us, if we are not firft wanting 
to ourfelves. If we are exemplary in our 
lives, and faithful to our deaths, in what is 
entrufted to us, our Candleftick fhall not be 
removed, nor our Light extinguiflied : but 
we of this Church J as found and pure mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church of Christ„ 
Ihall enjoy our fliare pf his promife, that 
the gates of hell Jhall not prevail againji it ! 

Take heed therefore unto yourfelves^ and to 
all the Jlock over which the Holy Ghojl hath 
made you Overjeers^ to feed tBe Church of God ^ 
which he hath pur chafed with his own blood. 

And nov)^ Brethren^ I commend you to God^ 
itnd to the word of his grace ^ which is able to 
build you up % and, having ejlablljhed^ Jirengtb- 
ened\ and fettled you here^ to give you an inhe- 
ritance hereafter among all them which are 
Jan£iified. 

Vol. 11. T Dedi- 
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Dedication prefixed by Dr. Attereury to 
"^ Fourteen Sermons, 1708. 

To the Right Reverend Father in God, 
Jonathan *, by Divine Permiflion, Lord 
Bifhop of Winchester, and Prelate of 
the Moft Noble Order of the Garter, • 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 

TO accept this public teftimony of gra- 
titude, from a man who ftands in- 
debted to your Lordftiip for many favours, 

great 

* Jonathan Trelawney was a younger fon of fir 
Jonathah Trelawney, of Pelynt, in Cornwall. But 
his elder brother dying in 1680, he inherited the 
title of baronet. He was a man of polite man- 
ners, competent te^ning, and uncommon know- 
ledge of the world. He was a true fon and friend 
of the Church ; and exerted himfelfwith courage 
and alacrity, with magnanimity and addrefs, in 
defence of her juft rights and privileges. He was 
friendly and open, generous and charitable ; was 
a good companion, and a good man. He was 
fucceflively Bilhop of Briftol, Exeter, and Win-. 
chefter. He had as much perfpnal intrepidity 
as biftiop Mews, his predeceffor in the laft of 
thefe fees ; and was, in all other refpeds, much 
his fuperior. The mafterly dedication before Elj:. 

AttKr- 
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great in ihemfelves, but made mucli greater 
by your free and gfeneroUs manner of 
conferring them ** For they were not th6 
effefts of impof tunity, or the juft rewards of 
domeftic fervice ; they fprang not from dc-^ 
pendence, or acquaintance ; being beftowed 
on one who was (at the firft) little known 
to your Lordfliip, otherwife than by his ho^ 
lieft endeavours to retrieve thofe Sy nodical 
Rights of the Clergy, whereof you, my Lord j 
have been ill along, to your great honoufi 
the avowed Patron and Defender. 

I mention not this inftancc cf youf Lord-; 
Ihip's goodnefs to me, with any view of dif- 
tinguifhing my felf from others. For you hav6 
done nothing in my dafe, but what you have 
frequently praftifed filice the time that Divind 
Providence, for the good of this Churchy 

* 

Atterbury's Sermons is addreffed to thiJ Prelatei 
The reader may fee in it fome traits of his cha- 
racter, without the exaggerations which are too 
bften foiind in corflpofitions of thtsl kind; and 
which bring the fincerity of authors in queftion^ 
before we nave read the firft page of thpir wojrks. 
Hedied July iS, i 721; Granger. 

* The Bifhop's favours had bcfdre been hand^ 
fomelf acknowledged by Dr. Atterburv, in bis firft 
Charge to th^ Archdeaconry of Totncis. See p. 2 1 li 
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raifed you to the epifcopal dignity ; nothing, 
but what hath been fucceffively acknowledg- 
jcd by all thofe who have prefixed your right 
reverend name to their labours, from the 
learned and venerable Dr. Pocock, down to 
the mean Author of the following Sermons. 
And, while your Lordfliip continues to repeat 
the fame a£ts of generofity, you muft be 
contented to receive the very fame acknow- 
Icdgments ; fince we, who fliare the obliga- 
tions, can fcarce find a better way of ex- 
prefllng our thanks, and doing juftice to 
your charafter, than by informing the 
world why and how they were derived to 
us. 

The fecrecy with which wife ftatefmen 
Conduit their defigns for the public good, fo 
as that the execution alone fhall make the 
difcovery, hath by your Lord(hip been as 
carefully obferved in your private fcheraea 
of beneficence ; which have feldom appeared 
fill they took effeft, and furprifed even thofe 
who were moft nearly intereftcd in the fuc- 
tefs of them. By this means you have, 
after the b^ft manner, forbidden all applica- 
tions, by rendering them not only unne- 

'teflary, but imprafVicable ; and have enjoyed 

.. - ...»- — 
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to the utmoft both the honour and the plea- 
fure of well-doing. 

Indeed, there is fcarce any virtue, which 
either difpofes the mind to deferve well of 
others, or adds comelinefs and grace to de- 
ferving aftions, that doth not manifeftly ap- 
pear and (hine in your Lordfhip : and by 
thefe recommending circumftances you en- 
gage the very hearts of thofe you oblige, 
and double the value of every kindnefs you 
do them. 

To give, hoping (and looking) for no- 
thing again, is the gofpel-rule of beneficence; 
and your Lordfliip hath ftridly obferved it. 
For none of your gifts have been clogged 
with conditions: you have expefted no re- 
turns, but what every one, who hath a 
thankful mind, and a juft fenfc of his duty, 
would even choofe and delight to pay : 
you have aimed only at doing 9s became 
you in your high ftation; and when 
thofe whom you advanced did likcwife 
as became them in their ftations, your de- 
(ires were anfwered, and you had your re- 
ward. 

It is well known with what courtefy and 
eafe you have always treated thofe whom y&n 

T 3 have 
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have once obliged ; on that very account they 
were fure of having a nearer and freer accefs, 
tp your Lordfhlp, infteacj of being kept to 
the ufual terms of diftance and dependance : 
you have been fo far from ever putting any 
man in mind of what you have done for 
him, that you would never bear to be put in 
mind of it yourfelf ; and have not been mo^e 
pareful to prevent fplicitations, than to avoid 
acknowledgments. You had the thanks of 
your own Confcience ; and you neither needed 
nor defired any other. 

It is the peculiar happinefs of thole per- 
fons on whom your favours are placed, that 
they receive them from an hand eminent foj- 
its great and lafting fervices to pur Church 
and Conftitution. For there are, I think, 
no enemies whatfoever, either of her' doc- 
trine, difcipline, or worfhip (either within 
doors, or without) but what your Lordfliip 
hath, in the courfe of your epi{pocal go- 
vernment, withftood and baffled. 

You were one of thofe Seven Prelates 
(woithy of honourable remembrance) who 
gave the moft effeftual check to the attempts 
pf Popery in a late reign, and preferved the 
pure profeffiou of Chriftianity among us by 
^ ' •• ' ■ ' ■ ' ■ ''• ■ the 
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the fame fufFering methods by which It was 
at firft propagated. It can never be forgotten, 
with what a true Chriftian fpirit (fuch as ani- 
mated the chief Paftors of the Church in 
thofe days when Epifcopacy wa3 a certain 
ftep to martyrdom) you flood forth, and 
offered yourfelf wiUingly to witnefs a good 
confejjioni how fblicitous you were, left the 
Tower-gates fliould have been fhut upon 
thofe excellent perfbns, ere your diftance 
would permit you to accompany them in 
their glorious confinement ; to partake of 
which you made as much hafte, as fome 
men afterwards did to draw the advantages 
of it to themfelves under a new turn of 

affairs. 

When that happened, new occafions alfo 
of ferving the Church offered themfelves to 
your Lordfliip, which you as readily em- 
braced. The fatherly vigilance and exem- 
plary firmnefs you then ihewed, in fruf- 
trating the methods made ufe of to perpe- 
tuate fchifm by unauthorized fchools and fe- 
minaries, were obferved with pleafure, and 
owned with thanks, by all that wiflied well 
to our Eftablifhment Nor could they who 
wiihed ill to it juftly blame an enceavour 

T 4 of 



iSo DR. ATTERBURy's m^lQAHlQif 

of fecurhig to the Ordinary that powtr 
which he always enjoyed, and of which be 
is not yet diveftcd ; and of confining a legal 
indulgence within the bounds prefcribed by 
that law which gave birth to it. 

Shall I take notice here of the feafonable 
and liberal encouragements you reached out 
to a worthy Prefbyter of this Church, who 
reprefled the bold attempts of feftaries by 
his learned and accurate writings ? It may, 
1 think, become me to mention even this 
particular a& of your bounty, fince it had a 
general aim and influence, and was not ter- 
minated in the perfon, how deferving foever, 
but in the righteous caufe which he efpoufed; 
and which a§ your Lordfhip*s fixed judg- 
ment leads you by all lawful means to fup- 
port, fo your temper inclines you rather to 
promote by rewards than punifliments. 

The fears of Pppery were fcarce removed, 
when herefy began to diftufe its venom ; and 
the fagred myfteries of our faith were, after 
a daring and petulant manner, , expofed to 
public fcorn, even in one of thofe famous 
feats of knowledge which then were, and 
ftill are, the chief bulwarks of true Religion. 
Jt pleafed God that you were now pofleiSied 

of 
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of a See whick gave you power* to vifit 
an d correft fucK enormities ; andf you exerted 
that power with zeal and vigour ; driving 
out from the Schools of Learning a Difciple 
of Ariusf, who had all the craft ^dobftinacy 
of his Mafter, amd the good^luck, for fomc 
time, to be as well fupported. The profecuting 
of this caufe was attended with fb many dif* 
ficulties, as would have fliaken a refolutioii 
Jefs firm than your Lordfhip's. But the dif- 
charge of your great truft, and the main-^ 
tenance of Gpd*s truth, were the fprings whicb 
liad fet you on work ; and they who aft upon 
fuch principles can never be difcoxiraged. 

The iffue of that memorable flruggle, as it 
was of great, advantage to the Church and 
the Univerfities in other refpefts, fo partir 
cularly in this, that it fixed the power of 
Vifitors (not till then acknowledged final): 
upon the fure foundation of a judgement in 
Parliament!; and by that means made fa 

efFedtual 

*' As Vifitor of Exeter College, Oicford. 
-fPr.Bury^ Redtorof that College; feevpl.I.p.5, 
I See a particular account of the pamphlets 
publilhed on this occafion, in Mr. Gough's valu- 
able work, intituled, ** Britilh Topography,'* 
vol. 11. p. 147, 148 ; whence it appears, that the 
cafe of Dr. Bury's ejedaon having been brought 
into the Houfe of Peers, by appeal from the 
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effeftual a provifion for the future quiet of 
thofe learned bodies, as may be reckoned 
equal to the greateft bcnefaclionsl 

This, and another parliannentary decifion, 
which your Lordfliip not long after with 
equal difficulty obtained, and by which the 
Bifhops' fole right to judge of the qualifica- 
tions of perfons applying for inftitution was 
unalterably confirmed, are fuch inftances of 
your magnanimity and public fpirit, as will 
remain in memory while the Church or the 
Law of England lafls. For they were not 
temporary fervices, to be made ufe of and 
talked of for a while, and then forgotten ; 
but (as the Hiftorian truly faid of his own 
writings) perpetual acquifitions, laid up for 
the benefit of fucceeding ages ; and he who 
contends for common rights with lower 
aims than thefe, means not the Conftitution, 
but himfelf ; and deferves not the applaufe 
even of his own times, when he is not dif- 
interefted enough to look beyond them. 

It was the fenfe of thefe important fer- 
vices already done by your Lordfhip, that oc- 

King's Bench, the' power of Vifitors was then 
fettled, with all the authority it could receive from 
the Conftitution ; and no Court at Weftminfter or 
the Arches has fince received an appeal againft a 
Vifitor. 

cafioned 
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cgfioned a general joy among good men,, 
^hen they heard of your intended tranflation . 
to the See of Winchefter. Particularly, the 
Clergy of that Diocefe, and the Univerfity of 
Oxford, who were chiefly concerned in the 
confequencesof your promotion, received the 
firft accounts of it with the greateft fatisfac- 
tion, and were in pain while the event was 
fufpended — a fufpenfe which, we may pre- 
fume, defigned to do honour to your Lord- 
fhip, and to juftify the wifdom of her Ma- 
jefty's choice ; fince it tended to fhew how 
impatiently you were expeSed and defired 
by thofe who were to be under your infpec- 
tion and authority. 

Among all the learned bodies whofe hopes 
and fears were then in greateft agitation, 
pone was more (or with more reafon) foli- 
citous than that Houfe * which had the ho- 
nour of educating your Lordfhip, and in- 
ftilling into your mind thofe principles, which 
whoever hath once imbibed feldom forfakes ; 
9nd whofbever forfakes not, muft immovea- 
bly. adhere to the true interefts of the Church 
and Monarchy. Whilft that fruitful Parent 
thus trains up h?r children, fhe is fecure of 
protedion and favour from your Lordfliip, or 

,* Chrift Church, Oxford. 
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ffom whoever elfe he be that hath not been 
%^ith-held from doing good to her in evil 
4ays by malicious and groundlefs clamours. 
Under your and rfieir fhadow fhe hath refied 
it noon, when the heat was moft intenfe 
and fcorching. She hath flouriftied hitherto, 
and will, f dpubt not, ftill continue to flou- 
rt(h, though her enemies he many and migh- 
ty, and daily fhoot out their arrows againft 
her, even bitter words; She looks upon your 
Lordlhip's advancement as a fure token that 
Divine Providence is fVill propitious to her; 
and, encouraged by this profped, fhe is ready 
to take up her parable, and fay, *^ JofepH is 
*' a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a 
•' well, whofe branches run over the wall. 
"The archers have forely grieved him, and 
*' fhot at him, and hated him ; but his ho\V 
" abode in ftrength, and the arms of his 
" hand^ 'were made ftrong by the haiicfs of 
**'the mighty God of Jacob : from thenCe is 
**• the Shepherd, the ftone of Ifrael/' 

In the names of thefe, aqd of all other 
the true friends and fonspf the Church, per- 
mit mc, my Lord, to congratulate your ac- 
ceffion to a See, which will afford you fuch 
a fphere of action as you were m^de to fill; 
which willfurnifh you with many welcome 

4 <^^- 
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lopportunities of doing good, of rewarding 
merit, of cherifliiag piety and virtue, of en- 
couraging perfons diftinguilhed by their 
learning, their- undaunted ^flertion of divine 
truths, and undiiTembled zeal for our admi- 
rable conftitution in Church and State ; whie^ 
will, in fliort, enable you to carry on all 
thofe excellent defigns, to which your up- 
right and bountiful heart is religioufly in- 
dined. 

What may we not promife ourfelves from 
the influence of your Lordfliip'sconduft in fo 
eminent a ftation ? from your known cou- 
rage and fervency in the caufe of God an4 
his Church ? from the greatnefs of your 
mind, the goodnefs of your intentions, and 
the foundnefs of your principles ? from that 
habitual love of worthy deeds, which you 
contradled fo early, and have by long prac^ 
tice confirmed ? and from your experience pf 
the fuccefs that hath attended you i^i all yqu 
have fuffered or done for thei pul>li<^ ? 

By your Lordihip's mftan?* arjd withip thf 
circle of your power, we dQubt npt but t^ 
fee all proper fteps takfta tftwafds reyiyi^ 
decayed difciplme, and r§ftorlng Chuf<:h 
cenfures to their due fore^^^spd credit ; tx> 
Wards deteding and. dcfeatiftg. clandeftin^ 
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fimoniacal contrafts ; tbwards fecuring the 
rights and revenues of the Cletgy fforh eh-^ 
croachmcnts, refcuing their perfons and fa«* 
cred fundlion from contempt ; and freeing 
Religion itfelf frona the infults now made upCKi 
it by blafphemous tongues and pens, with 
equal boldnefs and innpunity. 

Thefe, my Lord, are the expedlations with 
which the beft men are now entertaining 
themfelves, and which you are hafteuing to 
make good. The a£lions of the paft years of 
your life are a fure earneft and pledge of 
what thofe to cotne will produce ; and the 
bright example you have fet long ago to 
yourfelf and to others, fhall grow brighter in 
proportion to your power and opportunities : 
for " the path of the juft is as the (hining 
*^ light, that fliineth more and more unto a 
** perfeft day.''- 

The great honours and revenues, ftill an-* 
nexed to fome few ftations in the Church; 
are the chief mark which impiety, envy^ 
and facrilege, airh'at; and much they have 
to fay, why Religion fhould be ftripped of 
thefe fuperfluous and unprofitable ornan>errt:a 
But malice itfelf is difarmed, and all objec** 
tions are filenced, when thofe fewards^ are 
beftowed on men who^ by their birth,, and 

virtues^ 
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virtues, and experience, are every way qua- 
lified for them ; whofe hereditary fortunes * 
and noble natures fct them above all mean 
defigns of diverting , the patrimony of the 
Church to improper ufes ; and who are ready 
therefore to refledl back upon Religion the ad- 
vantages they derive from thence, and to 
abound in all the offices of hofpitality and 
charity, in proportion to what they enjoy. 
I need not fay how far thefe excellent qua- 
lities belong to your Lordihip, and are a con- 
feiled part of your charafter. 

When we compare the good which you 
have done, my Lord, with that which you 
have received, it brings to mind the appofite 
paflage of the Prophet : ''The liberal devifeth 
" liberal things, and by liberal things (hall 
'' he be eftablifhed.'* Your Lordfliip is an 
illuftrious inftance of this truth ; for the 
bleffings you have fo plentifully fcattered on 
thofe beneath you, have been multiplied oa 
your own head from above ; and you have 
reaped the benefits of a mofl generous arid 
firm friendfhip, m like manner as you (awed 
them. '* You have given, my Lord, and 

^ The Biihop acquired the pacemal eftate, with 
the title of Baronet, on the death of his eldeft bro- 
ther. See p* 274. 

3 " V 
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** It hath been given unto you ; good mea- 
** fure, preffed down, fliaken together, and 
** running over : for with the lame meafure 
** which you meted withal hath it been 
•* (and may it ever be !) meafured to you 
** again.** 

Your happinefs, my Lord, is now as com- 
plete as all the profpcrous circumfltances of 
life can make it ; and your private domeftic 
felicities (a cafe rarely known) are no 
ways inferior to thofe of a more public 
and fplendid nature. For you are happy 
in the beft cf ladies *, as (he is in the 
tendereft of hu{bands ; you have the beft 
of brothers and the beft of children + ; 
thofe *• arrows in the hand of the mighty 
** man,** which are both his ornament and 
defence : God be thanked, your '* quiver is 
•* full of them !** And He apiongft them, 
who is to inherit your ample fortunes J, doth, 
by his early love of learning, and moft vir- 

* Rebecca, daughter and coheirefs of Thomas 
Hele, of Brifcomb, Devonfliire, efq. 
* f Three- fons and five daughters. 

X Sir John Trelawney, the Bifliop^s eldeft fon^ 
died about the year 1 755 ; and two younger bro- 
thers being dead before him, the title defcended to 
bis coufin Sir Henry, who had married Letitia, 
the bifhop's'fifth daughter. 

' tiious 
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tuous 'difpofition , promife that he will one 
day do honour even to that honourable flock 
from ^yhich he fprings. 

With fuch a variety of bleflings hath God 
furrounded you ! and, that nothing may be 
wanting, he hath blefled you likewlfe with a 
heart and a Ikill to ufe them. May you, 
through his goodnefs, enjoy an uninterrupted 
continuance of them ; and fuch a length of 
days, as will give you room to improve them 
to the utmoft, for his glory, and the public 
benefit! 

This, my Lord, is the unanimous wifli of 
all that have been obliged by you, of all 
that honour you ; that is, of all that truly 
know you ; but of none more than him 
wlio now offers thefe Sermons to your Lord- 
fhip, and, with that fnicerity which becomes 
a Preacher of Divine Truth, profefles himfelf 
to be, by all the ties of efteem and duty, 
gratitude and inclination. 

Your Lordftiip's moft devoted 

rand ever faithful fervant, 

Fa. Atterbury. 
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Dedication to a Difcourfe delivered May 29, 
1 709, to the Fellows of Sion College. 

Revercndis in Chrifto Fratribus Sionensis 
CoLLEGii Sociis, atque Ecclefiarum Lon- 
dinenfium Paftoribus. 

r /COLLEGII noftri Fundatori hoc erat 
V^ propofitum, quod & fupremis tabulis 
teftatum reliquit, ut, celebratis frequentius 
Cleri Conventibus, permiftifque confiliis, & 
Evangelic^ DoStrina ventatt\ ^ rnutuo inter 
fratres amori optime confuleretur. Huic in- 
ftituto ut fatisfierit, a me quidem hac con- 
clone tentatum eft ; a vobis autem efFefbum^ 
cum, quam ego hauftam e. Sacris Literis dc 
regum jure in fubditos fententiam defenden- 
dam fulceperim, eidem & vos fraternis ani- 
mls ufquequaque confentientes habuerim. 
Retulit enim mihi, qui turp coetui noftro prae- 
fidebat, Vir integerrimus, traditam a me e 
fuggefto do£lrinam & comprobafle vos, et, 
ut in publicum exiret, uno ore poftulaviffe : 
Quorum alterum cum, Ecclefiae noflras & 
Reipublicas causa, mlhi effet gratifiimum, al- 
ter! certe non erat repugnandum. 

Habete 
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Habcte itaque, Viri prajiantiffimiy f^<3J3C^ 
expetiviftis, Concionem ; ea, parte etiainqu4 
prius manca erat, auftam atque abfolutain^ 
Quas enim uncis iucluduntur, cum Oration^, 
intra horse unius fpatium contrahenda^, infen 
non poffent, ut jam editae accedcrent^ cur^fvi^ 
Haec autem, tanquam j udicio yeftro atque tei^ 
timonio munita, Leftori mi^}jn^r e^>bpo : 
eodem tamen -filo, quo ea qusjB audlviftis, caijif 
texta cum fmt iifdem plane fynd^qaentis Xv^ 
nixa ; caetera qui probaverint, ne jpaec impror 
bent non eft magnopere extimefcendum. 

Faxit Deus, quae afFeruntur a nobis, ut , 
ftabiliendae Pauli doftrinae, ut tuendae Re- 
gum dignitati, pacique publicae confervandae, 
ut denique toUendis iis, quae, in re omnium 
exploratiffima, non abfque Chriftiani nominis 
labe, nunc glifcunt, controverfiis aliquatenusi 
inferviant ! Ad iftiufmodi certe lites fedan- 
das veftra omnium, Fratres, confenfio, ac 
communis follicitudo, et valuit femper, & va- 
lebit, plurimum : Prasfertim cum Venerandi 
admodum in Chrifto Patris noftri Epifcopi 
Londinenfis * curis atque confiliis refpondeat. 

* Dr. Henry Compton, 

U 2 • Quae 
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Quae cum ita fint, hortatio non eft neceffaria^ . 
gratulatione magis utendum eft. Liceat M- 
que mihi verbis Ignatianis vos afiari«« 

To yu^ 0i^tovo[JLCc^ov vfitav TIpBtrCvTiptoVj tS Bsh 
a^iov, hTCog (Tw^^fAocn rZ 'Ett/o^xoVo), ug %o/)J«i 

uyccTTy Xotg'og u^trm. 

Ut ita femper in rebus ad Deum pertlnen- 
<ibus fentiatis, ita Chriftianam Vcritatem tue- 
anUniy concordiam foveatis, precatur 

Confervus vefter in Domino noftro 
Chriftojefu, 

Fr.Atterbury. 



Dedi- 
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DEDicATIdN to a Sefiiioh preached befbre 
the Sons of the Clergy, Dec. 6, 1 709* 

To the Worfliipful Stewards * for the late 
Feaft of the Sons of the Clergy. 

GENTLEMEN, Dec- 23, 1709. 

YOU defired me to preach and print this 
Sermon : I complied with you in both 
thcfe requefts ; though I had juft objeftions 
to both of them. Permit me now, in my 
turn, to afk one thing of you ; againft which> 
I think, there lies no objedion : that as you 
have, with fome trouble and expence, fup-^ 
ported our Anniverfary-meeting, fo you 
would continue always to countenance it by 
your prefence, and heartily to favour th« 
honeft atjd pious defign of it. There are, I 
believe, two hundred perfons now living, who 
have gone before you in the Stewardfhip. If 

* Mr. John Tenifon, Mr. John Scott, Mr^ 
Thomas Fulkes, Mr. Humphry Colmer, Dr. John 
Freind, Mr. Anthony Webfter, Mr. John Mark- 
ham, Mr. Benajah Barret, Mr. John BolVille, 
Mr. George Plaxton, Mr. Jofcph Sherwood, Mr# 
Auguftin Martin. 

U 3 all 
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all thefe be as earneft and folicitous to pro- 
mote this charity when out of that office, as 
they were when in it, we need not doubt 
but that it will fpread and enlarge itfelf every 
year more and more ; as, God be thanked, it 
hath lately done, notwithftanding the great 
difcouragements under which it labours, by 
reafbn of the public taxes, and its many new 
rivals in the fame labour of love ; but chiefly 
by realbn of the growing wickednefs of thofe 
who, being enemies to the Clergy, and to the 
Religion of Christ, rauft needs be enemies 
to this particular Charity. 

In compofing this Difcourfe, I purpofely 
declined all offenfive and difpleafing truths, 
as unfeafonable at a time peculiarly dedicated 
to the exercife of Charity ; not as in them- 
felves milbecoming the Preachers of the Gof- 
pel : for I have learnt from one who well 
knew and praftifed every art of fpiritual pru- 
dence, fo as to " become all things to all 
" men, in order to fave fome ;'* that there 
; arc alfo times when we muft *' be infbnt in 
. *' preaching the word, though out of feafon ;" 
and when '' they who pleafe men are no 
*' longer the fervants of Christ ;" times 
when that holy '5r«ppi?<r/a, fo much fpoken of 

in 
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ill Scripture, is neceffary; even that un- 
daunted firmnefs of mind and freedom of 
fpeech, by which the dodlrlne of the Gofpel 
was diiTeminated at firfl, and muft ftill be 
maintained. When fuch opportunities offer 
themfelves, God, I hope, will enable all 
thofe who wait at his altar \ to difcharge a 
good confcience with equal wifdom and 
courage. 

I have added here and there, in the mar- 
gins of the following fheets, fome paflages 
from St. Chryfoftom ; becaule they are not 
only very appofite, but expreffed alio with 
great life and beauty : and I had hopes, by 
the means of them, to excite thofe of my 
brethren who are newly entered into the 
Miniftry, carefully to perufe that excellent 
treatife from which they are taken : a trea^ 
p{e which, next to the facred pages them- 
felves, and the offices of ordination prefcribed 
by our Church, is, I am perfuaded, of the 
greateft ufe, to give us true imprcffions of the 
dignity and duties of the Priefthood, and to 
warn us into refolutians of ading in every 
cafe as becomes our facred charafter^ I can- 
not but exprefs my fatisfaftJon, that a learned 
hand hath lately taken this ufeful piece out 

U 4 of 
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of St. Chryfoftom's works, and publiflied it 
in a feparate volume *'. 

Excufe me. Gentlemen^ for mixing thing$ 
of this nature in an addrefs to you ; which 
was defigned only to acquaint the world, wio 
are anfwerable for the publication of this Ser- 
mon ; and to affure ypu, after the moft pro-r 
per manner, that I ana 

Your very afFeflionate 

and moft humble fervant, 

Fr. Atterburt. 

' . ' . * 

* Mr. J. Hughes, fellow of Jefus Gollege, Cam- 
bridge. Two of his letters are printed in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, 1 778, pp«583.623 ; in one 
of which he tells Mr. Bonwicke, '* I have' at laft 
been prevailed upon to undertake an edition of 
St. Chrylbftom zsspt Upoocroovig ; and I would beg 
the favour of you to fend me your odtavo edition. I 
want a fmall volume to lay by me ; and the Latin 
verfion may be of fome fervice to me, if I corred: 
the interpretation of Fronto Ducaeus.'* A fecond 
edition of this treatife was printed at Cambridge, 
in Greek and Latin, with notes^ and a preliminary 
difleriation againft the pretended *^ Rights of the 
*' Church, &c.^' in 171 2. A good Englifh tranfla- 
tion of St. Chayfoftom '' On the Priefthood/^a poft- 
humous work by the Rev, John Bunce, M. A. was 
publifhed by his fon, (vicar of St, Stephen^s near 
Canterbury) b 1760. 

; P R Br 
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PREFACE 

TO THE SECOND PART OP 

WALLER'S POEMS*, 1690. 

TH E reader needs be told no more m 
commendation of thefe poems, than 
that they are Mr. Waller's : a name that 
carries every thing in it that is either great 
jor graceful in Poetry ! He was indeed the 

* " Atterbury was thought to be the author 
^* of the Life of Waller, prefixed to the firft oc- 
** tavo edition of that poet's works/' Dr. War- 
ton, Effay on Pope, vol.11. p.4j6. — This ami- 
able writer has very evidently confounded the 
** Life " of Waller, which is a performance every 
way unworthy the pen of Dr. Atterbury, with the 
*• Preface'' here preferved, which undoubtedly 
was his. Mr. Fenton, from whofe quarto edition 
' I now tranfcribe it, fays, *^ It is generally known 
to have been written by a'perfon whofe fine 
genius and confummate learning have long 
** rendered him one of the brighteft ornaments of 
our age : and though it was a cafual efiay, 
compofed in his youth, it is too finifhcd a maf- 
" ter- piece for me to have expedcd either pardon 
** or praife had 1 attempted another diflertation/* 
The Preface to the former part, in 1664, is fup- 
pofed to have been written by Waller himfelf* 

Parent 
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Parent of Englifli Verfe, and the firft that 
(hewed us our tongue had beauty and num- 
bers in It. Our language owes more to him 
than the French does to Cardinal Richelieu 
and the whole Academy. A Poet cannot 
think of him without being in the fame rap- 
ture Lucretius* is in when Epicurus comes in 
his way : 

Tu pater^ & rerum inventor ; tu patria nobis 
Suppeditas praecepta : tuifque ex, Inclute ! chartis,^ 
Floriferis ut apes in faltibus omnia libant^ 
Omnia nos itidem depafcimur aurea difta ; 
Aurea ! perpctua femp^r digniffima vita ! 

The tongue came into his hands like a 
rough diamond : he polifhed it firft ; and to 
that degree, that all artifts lince him have ad- 
mired the workmanfliip, without pretending 
to mend it. Suckling and Carew, 1 muft 
confefs, wrote fome few things fmoothly 
enough ; but as all they did in this kind 
was not very confiderable, fo it was a little 
later than the earlieft pieces of Mr. Waller. 
He undoubtedly {lands firft in the lift of re- 
finers j and, for aught I know, laft too: for 
I queftion whether in Charles the Second's 

* Book III. ver. 9. 

4 rcifr^ 
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reign Englifh did not come to its full pcr- 
feftion ; and whether it has not had its Au- 
guftean age, as well as the Latin. It feems 
to be already mixed with foreign languages 
as far as its purity will bear ; and, as Che- 
mifts fay of their menftruums, to be quite 
fated with the infufion. But pofterity will 
beft judge of this. In the mean time, it is a 
furprifing rcfledion that between what Spen- 
fer wrote laft, and Waller firft, there (hould 
not be much above twenty years diftance : 
and yet the one's language, like the money 
.of that time, is as current now as ever ; 
whilft the other's words arc like old coins, 
one muft go to an Antiquary to underftand 
their true meaning and value. Such advances 
may a great Genius make, when it undertakes 
any thing in earneft ! 

Some Painters will hit the chief lines and 
mafter-ftrokes of a face fo truly, that through 
all the differences of age the picture (hall ftill 
bear a refemblance. This art was Mr. Wal- 
ler's : he fought out, in this flowing tongue 
of ours, what parts would laft, and bp of 
ftanding ufe and ornament : and this he did 
fo fuccefsfuUyi that his language is now as 
fre{h as it was at firft fetting out* Were we 

to 
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to judge barely by the wording, we could 
not know what was wrote at twenty, and 
what at fourfcore. He complains, mdeed_, 
of a tide of words that comes ia upon the 
Englifli Poet, and overflows whatever he 
builds ; but this was lefs his cafe than any 
man's that ever wrote ; and the mifchief of 
It Is, this very complaint will laft long enough 
to confute itfelf; for, though Englifh be 
mouldering ftone, as he tells us there, yet he 
has certainly picked the bcft out of a bad 
quarry. 

We are no lefs beholden to him for the 
new turn of verfe which he brought in, and 
the improvement he made in our iiumbers. 
Before his time, men rhymed indeed, and 
that was all : as for the harmony of meafure, 
and that dance of words which good ears 
are fo much pleafed with, they knew no* 
thing of it. Their poetry then was made 
up almoft entirely of monofyllables ; which, 
when they come together in any cluucr, are 
certainly the moft harfli un tunable things in 
the world. If any man doubts of this, let 
him read ten lines in Donne^ and he will be 
quickly convinced. Befides, their verfes ran 
all into one another ; and hung - together, 

through* 



T waller's POEMS. 30I 

throughout a whole copy, like the hooked 
atoms that compofe a body in Des Cartes. 
There was no diftinftion of parts, no regular 
flops, nothing for the ear to reft upon ; but, 
as foon as the copy began, down it went, 
like a larum, incefTantly ; and the reader was 
fure to be out of breath before he got to the 
end of it. So that really verfe in thofe days 
was but down-right profe tagged with 
rhymes. Mr. Waller removed all thele faults ; 
brought in more polyfyUables, and fmoother 
meafures ; bound up his thoughts better ; 
and in a cadence more agreeable to the nature 
of the verfe he wrote in : fo that wherever 
the natural ftops of that were, he contrived 
the little breakings of his fenfe fo as to fall 
in with them. And for that reafon, fincc 
the ftrefs of our verfe lies commonly upon 
the laft fyllable, you will hardly ever find 
him ufing a word of no force there. I would 
fay, if I were not afraid the reader would 
think me too nice, that he commonly clofes 
with verbs, in which we know the life of 
language confifts. 

Among other improvements, we may rec- 
kon that of his rhymes : which are always 
good, and very often the better for being new. 

He 
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Jle had a fine ear, and knew how ' quickly i 
that fenfe was cloyed by the fame round of 
chiming words ftill returning upon it. It is 
a decided cafe by the great Mafter of writ- 
ing*, "Quae funt ampla & pulchra, diu 
^' placere poflunt ; quae lepida & concinna'* 
(amongft which rhyme muft, whether it will 
or no, take Its place) ** cito fatietate afHciunt 
*' aurium fenfum faftidiofiflimum.** This he 
underftood yery well ; and therefore, to take 
'off the danger of a furfeit that way, ft rove 
to pleafe by variety and new founds. Had 
he carried this obfervation, amopg others, as 
far as it would go, it muft, methinks, have 
ihown him the incurable fault of this jingling 
kind of poetry ; and have led his later judge- 
ment to blank vcrfe. But he continued an 
obftinate lover of rhyme to the very laft : it 
was a miftrefs that never appeared unhand- 
^ fome in his eyes ; and was courted by him 
long after Sachariffa was forfaken. He bad 
raifed it, and brought it to that perfeai<jn 
we now enjoy it in : and the Poet's temper 
(which has always a little vanity in it) would 
not fuffer him ever to flight a thing he had 

* Cicero ad Herennium, 1. iv. 

taken 
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taken fo much pains t6 adorn. My Lord 
Rofcommon was more impartial : no man 
ever rhymed truer and evener than he ; yet, 
he is fo juft as to confefs, that it is but a 
trifle ; and to wi(h the tyrant dethroned, 
and blank verfp fet up in its room, ^here is 
a third perfon *, the living glory of our Eng- 
lifli poetry, who has difclaimed the ufe of it 
upon the ftage, though no man ever ' em- 
ployed it there fo happily as hie. It was thfe 
ftrength of his genius that firfli brought it 
into credit in plays ; and it is the force of 
his example that has thrown it out again. Ill 
other kinds of writing it continues ftill, and 
will do fb till fome excellent Spirit arifes thai 
has leifure, enough and rcfoliitioh to break the 
charm, and free us from the troublefomfe 
bondage of rhyming, as Mr. Milton very 
well calls it ; and has proved it as well by 
what he has wrote in another way t- But this 

is 

"* Mr. Dryden. 

•\ Tonfon, in his Dedication to Lord Somers, 
fays, that it was his Lordfliip's opinion and ea» 
couragement that occafioned the firft appearance 
of Paradife Loft in the folio edition. This af- 
fertion Bp. Atterbury (in a MS note on Milton) 
denies, and fays that//-? was the perfon who firft 
propofed and gave occafion to that publication.-^ 
. • I have 
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is a thought for times at fome diftance ; the 
prefent age is a little too warlike ; it may per- 
haps furnifli out matter for a good poem ia 
the next, but it will hardly encourage one 
now : without prophefying, a man may 
eafily know what fort of laurels are like to be 
in requeft. 

Whilft I am talking of verfe, I find myfelf, 
I do not know how, betrayed into a great 
deal of profe. I intended no more than to 
put the reader in mind what refpeft was due 
to any thing that fell from the pen of Mr. 
Waller. I have heard his laft printed copies, 
which are added in the feveral editions of his 
poems, very flightly fpoken of; but certainly 
they do not deferve it. They do indeed dif- 
cover thcmfelves to be his laft, and that is 

I have not myfelf feen the note on which this af- 
fertion is founded : but it is told me on the recol- 
le&ion of a friend on whofe accuracy the fulleft 
dependance may be placed. — It may not be amifs 
to obferve, that Butler's Pofthumous Works had 
alfo the advantage of being infpefted in MS. by At- 
terbury, as we learn from Mr. Thyer; who, from 
that circumftance, takes occafion to infinuate a 
charge of plagiarifm againft Swift, to whom he 
fuppofes Atterbury might have communicated the 
nature and fubjedts of the MSS. See Swift's 
Works, large 8v0j vol. XXIV. p. 596. 

the 
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the worft we can fay of them. He is 
there. 

Jam fenior ; fed cruda Deo viridirque fenedtus *• 

The fame cenfure perhaps will he pafled on 
the pieces of this fecond part. I (hall not fo 
far engage for them, as to pretend they ar6 
all equal to whatever he wrote in the vigour 
of his youth : yet, they are fo much of a 
piece with the reft, that any man will at firft 
light know them to be Mr. Waller's^ Some 
of them were wrote very early, but ndt put 
into former colledions, for reafons obvioils 
enough, but which are now ceafed. The 
play was altered to pleafe the court : it is not 
to be doubted who fat for the two brothers* 
characters. It was agreeable to the fweetnefs 
of Mr. Waller's] temper, to fofteil the rigour 
©f the tragedy, as he exprefles it : but whe- 
ther it be fo agreeable to the nature of tra- 
gedy itfelf to make every thing come off 
eafily^ I leave to the critics. In the prologue 
and epilogue there are a few verfes that ho 
has made ufe of upon another occafion : but 

* Virg. ^n. vi. 304. 
*^ Though old| ftill unimpaired by yeafs he flood.'' 

Pitt* 

Vol. II. X the 
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the reader may be pleafed to allow that in 
him that has been allowed fo long in Homer 
and Lucretius. £xa£i writers drefs up their 
thoughts fo very well always, that, when 
they have need of the fame fenfc^ they can* 
ndt put it into other words, but it muft be 
to its prejudice. Care has been taken, in this 
book, to get together every thing of Mr. Wal* 
kr's that is not put into the former collec-^ 
tion : fo that between both the reader may 
make the fet complete. 

It will perhaps be contended after all, that 
fome of thefe ought not to have been pub* 
liftied : and Mr. Cowley ^s decifion * will 
be urged, that a neat tomb of marble is a 
better monument than a great pile of ru\>- 
bifti. It might be anfwered to this, that the 
pi<3:ures ,and poems of great matters have 
been always valued, though the laft hand 
were not put to them. And I believe none 
of thofe gentlemen that will make the ob- 
jedlion would refufe a fketch of Raphaers, or 
one of Titian's draughts of the firft fitting. 
1 might tell them too what care has been 
taken by the learned to preferve the frag- 

* In the Preface to his Works. 

meats 
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tnents of the antient Greek and L^tin poets : 
there has been thought to be a divinity in 
what they faid ; and therefore the leaft pieces 
of it have been kept up and reverenced like 
religious reliques. And, I am fure, take 
away the milk anni *, and impartial reafon- 
ing will tell us there is as much due to the 
memory of Mr. Waller as to the moft cele-* 
brated names of antiquity. 

But, to waive the difpute now of what 
ought to have been done ; I can aflure the 
reader what would have been, had this edi**' 
tion been delayed. The following poems 
were got abroad, and in a great many hands t 
it were vain to expeft that, amongft fo many 
admirers of Mr. Waller, they ihould not 
meet with one fond enough to publilh them* 
They might have ftaid, indeed, till by i^re- 
quent tranfcriptions they had been corrupted 
extremely, and jumbled together with things 

* Alluding to that verfe in Juvenal^ 

Et uni cedit Hotnero 

Propter mille annos ^ Sjlt. vii. 

*' And yields t5 Homer on no other fcore 
*' Than that he liv'd a thoufand years before/* 

Ci DrYD£K. 

X a Of 
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of another kind : but then they would have 
found their way into the world. So it was 
thought a greater piece of kindnefb to the 
Author to put them out whilft they continue 
genuine and unmixed ; and fuch as he him- 
felf, were he alive, might own. 



Let 
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Letter from the Earl of Sunderland * to 
Dr. Chetwood, Dean of Gloucefter. 

SIR, Whitehall, Nov. 11, 1708. 

I Depend upon your goodnefs to pardon this 
trouble, which I Ihould not give you 
were it not upon a public account. The 

Con- 

* This Letter is preferved, in order to elucidate 
an important period of Dr. Atterbury's hiftory. It 
appears, from the anxiety exprefled by the leaders 
of the Whig Miniftry, that he was confidered as a 
mod formidable adverfary ; and their champion 
Abel Boyer acknowledges that the Convocation 
was unexpeftedly prorogued on purpoie that At- 
terbury might not be eledted Prolocutor. In 17 lo, 
however, the Ruling Powers were changed ; and 
Dr. Atterbury fecured the office by a great ma- 
jority, though Dean Kennet very ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed him. The new Prolocutor was prefented to 
the Archbifhop Dec. 6, 1710 ; on which occaiion 
the elegant fpeeches of Atterbury and Smalridge 
(vol.1, p. 303 — ?i8) were addrefled to the Me- 
tropolitan. On the Sunday following (Dec. 10.) 
Mr. Harley invited Dr. Atterbury to dine with 
him, on purpofe (if poffible) to obviate any dif- 
ference that might arife between the two Houfes 
of Convocation. Two days after, the Archbifhop 
was honoured with a letter from the Queen, with 
the fame conciliatory views ; which her Majefty had 

X 3 the 
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Convocation, you know, meets upon to? 
fnorrow feyen night, where there will be two 
ppmpetitors fet up for tlie chair of Prolocu- 
tor, Dr. Atterbury, and Dn Willis dean of 
Lincoln. A§ for the firft, his qhar^fter is 
too wel| known for me to fay any thing tq 
it : the latter, I yvill ventyre to fay, is qua- 
lified with qll the abilities neceflary for fuch 4 
poft, as well as of known zeal for Ijer Ma- 
jefty*s governrpent, and the Eftablifhcd 
Church ; and of fuch a tamper and prudence 
as would tend towards healing the divifion^ 
in the Church, rather than widening of them, 
I have ventured to give you my opinion very 
frankly ; and if you are of the fame, I hope 

the mortification to fee fruftrated by an altercation 
^bout a joint addrefs, which occafioned fome fur- 
ther prorogations. On the 28th of February fol- 
lowing, the Convocation (which, from various 
mifunderft'^ndings, attributed by Burnet princi- 
pally tq Dr. Atterbury, who had the confidence 
pf the Chief Minifter, had till th^i^ been interrupt- 
ed) refumed their deliberations; of which the 
moft material were the MeflTage to the Houfe of 
Common? on the want of Papfti Churches in Lon- 
don, and the Reprefentation of the prefent State of 
Jleligipn As both thofe papers were undoubtedly 
(drawn up by Dr. Atterbury, they are prcferved ir; 
the prefent cpjieftion. 
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you will he in town by the time appointedr 
for the meeting of the Gonvocation ; and if 
you could engage iVrchdeacon Parfons in the 
fame intereft, it would be a double fervice to 
the public. - I beg pardon for this trouble ; 
and fhall be glad of all occafions of (hewing 
with how much truth and efleem I am, Sir, 
your moft faithful humble fervant, 

Sunderland. 



Message from the Lower Houfe of Convo- 
cation to the Speaker* of the Houfe of 
Comn^ons. 

Feb. 28, 1710-11. 

IT was ordered by the Lower Houfe of' 
Convocation, That the Prolocutor, at- 
tended ty Dr. Stanhope, Dean of Canterbury ; 

* William Bromley, Efq. the particular friend 
of Dr. Atterbury (fee vol. I. p. 26.; — Mr. Bromley 
was chofen Speaker of the Houfe of Commons at 
the fame time that Dr. Atterbury was eleded Pro* 
locutor. — His fon Clobery. Bromley, Efq. died 
March 20, 1710-11; on which occafion the Houfe 
adjourned for four days, **out of refpedt to the 
*' father, and to give hip time, both to periorm 
^' the funeral rites, and to indulge his juft af- 
^- fliftion." 

X 4 Dr. 
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Dr. Stanley, Archdeacon of London ; Dr# 
Smalridge, ProdVor for the Chapter of Litch- 
field ; and Dr. Delaune, Pro<9:or for the 
t)iocefe of Oxford, fliould wait upon Mr. 
Speaker of the Honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons, and impart to him the following mef- 
fage, agreed to by the faid Houfe nemine 
contradicente. 

Tho. Rouse, ASiuar* 

JDemifs Infer* Convocationh^ 

MR. SPEAKER, 

THE Lower Houfe of Convocation have, 
tvith great fatisfadtion, taken notice of an in- 
ftruftion given by the Honourable Houfe of 
Commons to a Committee [appointed to exa- 
mine a petition of the Minifter and Church- 
wardens of Greenwich, praying relief for the 
rebuilding of that church] to confider what 
Churches are wanting within the cities of 
London and Weftminfter, and fuburbs there- 
of, and report the fame to the Houfe. 

It was in our thoughts to have done what 
in us lay towards letting forward fo pious a 
deflgn ; but we are glad to find ourfelves 
happily prevented by the zeal of that Honour- 
able Houfe; which, at the time that they 

placed 
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placed you in the chair, gave us an earneft 
of their entire difpofition to do every thing 
that might be for the honour and advantage 
of the Church of England. 

We do, in the name of the whole Clergy 
of this Province, return our unanimous thanks 
to the Honourable the Commons, for this in- 
flance of the affeftionate regard they have 
fliewn to the welfare of the Eftabliftied Church, 
and the common intereft of Religion *• 

MR. SPEAKER, 

I am direfted by the Clergy of the Lower 
Houfe of Convocation to fignify their readi- 
nefs to promote the work now in view, by 

im- 

* In confequence of this meffage, the Commons 
refolved, ** That this Houfe will receive all fueh 
informations as fhall be offered to them from the 
Clergy of the Lower Houfe of Convocation, with 
relation to the want of Churches in the cities of 
London and Weftminfter, and fuburbs thereof. 
Secondly, That this Houfe will, in all matters im-* 
mediately relating to Religion, and the welfare of 
the Eftabliftied Church, have a particular regard to 
fuch applications as fhall at any time be made to 
them from the Clergy in Convocation affembled, 
according to the antient ufage, together with the 
Parliament/* 

On the loth of March the Speaker acquainted 
the Commons, " That the day before, in the 

e\'en- 



314 MESSAGE FROM THS CONVOCATION. 

imparting fuch lights as thej are able to af* 
ford, in relation to the extreme want of 
churches in and about theie populous cities, 
under which we at prefent labour. 

Francis Atterbury, Prolocutor. 

evening, Mr. Prolocutor of the Lower Houfe of 
Convocation came to him, . and, by their order, 
delivered to him a fcheme of the number of 
churches and chapels, and meeting-houfes, within 
twenty-feven of thofc parifhes in and near the 
cities of London and Weftminfter, and the fuburbs 
thereof, where additional churches were judged 
td be moft wanted ; together with a probable cal- 
culation of the number of families and fouls within 
thofe feveral parilhes, which they defired might 
be laid before this houfe ;" And the title thereof 
being read, the faid fcheme was referred to the 
confideration of a Committee already appointed for 
that bufinefs. 

On the 29th of March a meffage was fent ftom 
the Queen ; and on the 6th of April the Houfe of 
Commons refolved, ^* That, in the feveral pariihes 
in and about the fuburbs of the cities of London 
and Weftminfter, fifty new churches are neceffary 
to be eveded, for the reception of all fuch as are 
t)f the communion of the Church of England, 
computing 4750 fouls to each church.'* 
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]B. E P R E S E N T A T I O N 

p F T H E 

STATE OF RELIGION; 

Drawn up by a joint Committee of both 
Houfes of Convocation *, in March, 

i7io-ii# 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY^ 

W£, the Archbifliop, the Bifhops, and 
the Clergy, pf the Province of Can- 
terbury, in Convocation affembled, are deeply 

fenfible 

* The Convocation (as Bp. Burnet reprefents 
the matter) having entered on the confideration 
of the matters referred to them by the Queen ; and 
a Committee being appointed to draw up a Repre- 
ientation of the prefent State of the Church and of 
Religion in the nation ; after fome heads were 
agreed on, Atterbury procured that the drawing 
up of this might be left to him. The Lower Houfe, 
he addS) agreed to Atterbury's draught ; but the 
BWhops laid it afide, and ordered another Hepre- 
fentation to be drawn. But it was not fettled which 
-pf thefe two draughts ihould be made ufe of, pr 
^I)cther any Reprefentation at all ^ould be made 
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fenfible of the many blcffings and advantages 
of your gracious and profperous reign : 
amongfl which there is none that mare af- 
fe<3:s us than the tender care and concern 
fhewn by your Majefty for the flourifliing 
ftate of Religion, and the godly zeal you have 
expreffed againftthe wicked pradlices ofthofc 
who, by loofe and prophane principles openly 
propagated among your ' fubje£ls, have ea- 
deavoured to undermine and deftroy it* 

to the Queen. Abel Beyer, in his *' Memoirs of 
** Queen Anne/' fpeaking of this affair, teMs us, 
•^ The leading men among the Clergy, efpecially 
thofe who fought after honour and preferment, 
were zealous to go hand in hand with the new Mi- 
niftry, and to ftrengthen the Houfe of Commons 
in all theif hot proceedings. Among others, Dr. 
Atterbury had a deep Ihare in this bufinefs, and 
led moft of the clergy by his pretended zeal for 
their interefls. This Reprefentation was very long, 
and contained a great deal concerning the atheifm 
and irreligion of the times, which they afcribed 
chiefly to the late growth of herefy and fchifm, 
and to the printing of wicked and atheiftical books, 
which tended to promote many dangerous opi- 
nions ; the fault being laid chiefly on thofe who 
had been lately in power.*' The Reprefentation in 
queftion, though never prefented, was yet printed 
and difperfed ; and foon after was attacked in a 
pamphlet, intituled, " The Nation vindicated from 
** the Afperlions caft on it in a late pamphlet, in- 
** tituled, A Reprefentation of the i^refent State 
"of Religion, &c.'* 

We 
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We are thankful to Almighty God, who 
hath put it into yovir Royal heart to reprefs 
thefe daring and impious attempts ; and for 
that end to call upon your Clergy for their 
council and afliftance. 

It is, on many accounts, our duty to do 
the utmoft that in us lies towards promoting 
lb excellent a work. We have, therefore, 
applied ourfelves with diligence to coniidcr 
the matters to us referred ; and do now, iii 
obedience to your Royal commands, humbly 
lay before your Majefty, 

A Representation of the prefent State of 
Religion among us, with regard to the 
late exceffive Growth of Infidelity, Herefy, 
and Prophanenefs. 

WE cannot, without unfpeakable grief, 

< refleft on that deluge of impiety and liceu- 
tioufnefs which hath broke in upon us, and 
overfpread the face of this Church and King- 
dom, eminent in former times for purity of 
faith and fobriety of manners. 

The fource of thefe great evils, as far back 

* as we have traced it^ feems to have been, that 

* long unnatural Rebellion, which loofened all 

< the bands of difcipline and order, and over- 

turned 
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tufoed the goodly frame of our ecclefiaftical 
^d civil conftitution. 

The hypocrify, enthufiafm, and variety of 
wild and monftrous errors, which abounded 
during thofe confufions, begat in the minds 
of men (too eafily carried into extremes) a 
difregard foF the very appearances of Religion, 
?md ended in ^ Ipirit of downright liberti* 
nifm and prophanepefs, which hath ever 
fince too much prevailed among us. It was, 
indeed, checked and kept under for a time, 
by the legal reftraints laid on the pref*s, and 
by the juft dread of Popery, which hung 
over our heads : but as foon as thefe fears 
were removed, and thofe reftraints were taken 
off, it broke out with the greateft freedom 
and violence. 

There have not been wanting, God be 
praifed, the hearty endeavours of good men, 
to refift the growth of thefe fpreading evils. 
Books have been written in defence of the 
fundamenta^l truths, whether of Natural or 
Revealed Religion, with great clearness and 
ftrength of argument ; the vain pleas of the 
feveral advocates for infidelity have been 
particularly confidered and refuted ; focieties 
have been fortned, and funds of charity raifed, 

for 
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for the propagation of our holy faith, for the 
pious education of poor children, and for the 
increafe of Chriftian knowledge, by plain and 
"ufeful difcourfes, diftributed among the 
meaner fort with great variety and number^ 
Authority hath often interpofed for the 
countenancing thefe excellent defigns, for 
withftanding the bold attempts, and pre- 
venting the farther increafe of irreligion and 
prophanenefs. To this end, rqyal injunftions 
(and proclamations have iffued, a£ts of parlia- 
ment have paffed, profecutions at law have 
been ordered, gracious fpefeches from the 
Throne have been made ; and from thence 
fuch bright patterns of piety and virtue have 
ihone forth as would, in any age lefs profli- 
gate than this, have difFufed their happy in- 
fluence through all orders of men among us. 
But it muft be confefled, that all the en- 
deavours which may hitherto have been ufed, 
by public or private perfons, toftop the growth 
of this evil, have proved inefFeclual. hi the 
midft of fuch difcouragements, infidelity hath 
taken deep root, and, being cultivated v.:ith , 
care, bath fpread its branches wide, and fliot 
up to an amazing height, and brought forth 
fruits in great abundance. 

We 
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We forbear to wound your pious ears by 
a particular mention of thofe many blafphe- 
mous paffages which have been publiftied 
from the prefs. Neverthelefs, in difcharge 
pf the truft repofed in us by your Majefty, 
we think ourfelves obliged to lay before you 
fome account of the various fteps taken to 
undermine the foundations of Chriftianity, 
and to infeft the minds of your people with' 
Atheifm, Deifm, Herefy, and every pernicious 
and deftrudlive error. We fhall proceed 
afterwards to conlider the dark and fubtle 
METHODS by which this myftery of iniquity 
hath been carried on ; to enquire into the 
caufes which have chiefly and moft imme- 
diately given birth to it, and inta the confe- 
quences with which it has been attended ; 
and then, in all humility, to propofe fuch 
remedies as we think may be moft, effeftual 
for the cure of it. 

The difpute with our enemies of the Church 
of Rome (managed with fo much honour 
and advantage to the Church of England) 
was no Iboner happily ended, but other ad- 
verfaries arofe, who openly attacked the fun- 
damental articles of the Catholick Faith, and 
3 feat- 
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• * • ■ • ' 

fcattered the poifon of Arian and Sociniaii 
h^refies through all the partsf of thi$ king- 
dom. 

The do(9:rinc of a Trinity of Perfons. in the 
Unity of the Godhead was then denied and . 

^ > • —•f-. » ft 

fcofFed at ; the Tatisfadtion made for the (ins 
of mankind by the precious blood of Christ 
was renounced and exploded ; the ancient 
Creeds of the Church were reprefented as un- 
warrantable impofitions, and treated with 
terms of the utmoft contumely and reproach* 
And the divulgers of thefe wicked jerrorsand 
blafphemies proceeded with as little difguife 
and caution as if fome new law had.beea 
made in their favour ; notwithftanding that 
care had been taken, by thofe who paffed the 
Aft of Indulgence, exprefsly to exclude them 

from the benefit of it. 

, ■> ■ ' . , . 

In defiance of this ad, and of all the laws: 

• . * 

then in force, they not only owned their pef* . 
tilent errors, but fet up for making profelytes, 
by a multitude of wicked books and pam- 
phlets, which for fome years they difperfed 
from the prefs, without controul or difcou- 
ragement. 

They at laft proceeded fo far as even ttf 
fet up a Religious Alfembly, where divine 

Vol. II. y Worihi^ 
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worlhip was publicly performed k> a* way 
agreeable to the principles of the Unitarians, 
and weekly fermons were preached iti dc-*^ 
fence of them.. 

Nor have thefe Hereticks been with-hel^ 
by the public notice lately taken of their 
wicked pofition^ from venting, them anew,- 
and with yet greater boldnefe. Even at the 
time when we are thus met by your Maje^. 
ty's writ, and exhorted by your gracious let- 
ter, to confult of methods for repreffing fucb 
impieties, a book hath been printed, wherein 
the Arian do£trine is avowed and maintained, 
and a promise h made of evincing the truth 
of it, by large and' elaborate proofs, in other 
treati&s from the fame hand, which are fboiv^ 
to follow. To this book the author * hath pre- 
fixed his name, and hath not been afraid to* 
dedicate it to tHw Archbiihop, 6i(hops, and 
Glergy pf thSs' Province in Convocation aflem^ 
bled ; being, a^ we have fome reafon to be^ 
fieve, fupported m this undertaking, and en- 
couraged to profecute it, by the liberal con- 
tributions and infidious applaufes of thole 
xvho are the determined enemies of alLreligioi^ 
ancfgoodnefs. 

•^ Mr. Whifton. , 

K 
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It was by fach men as thefe that the Sod- 
hian trads, when firft puMifhed, were mucE 
countenanced and recommended : for they 
well knew, that, the chief articles df the 
Ghriftian faith being once (haken,' a way 
would by that means be opened, ahi (he 
Ininds of nien prepared, for the attacks which 
might afterwards be made on Ghriftiahity it- 
felf, and into which thof Sociriian controVerfy 
fbon was improved. 

Fofr the books written iii aii afgiimthtative 
tvay againfl the Divinitjr of our blefled Lord 
did, in i little time^ prodttcc others of a 
worfe fpirk and tendency ; wherein the doc* 
trincs by him revealed were fpoken of with 
profane levity and contempt, his humilia- 
tion anci fufFerings were derided, h?s perfou 
wfis blafphcmed, and treated with as: great 
indignity and fcorn as? when he flood at the 
Judgement-feat of Pilate* 

The Godhead of the Holy Spirit being* 
firfl dented, all fupernatural operations oii 
the hearfe of inen were afterwards queflioned, 
and the grace of GoU was ridiculed ; all 
iiiyfterics in Rellgron were exploded, ^s zhfuxi 
^nd ufelefs fpeculations, as implying contra- 
dklions, and meaning nothing, and therefore 

Y ^ 
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as incapable of becoming objefts of affent to 
rcafonable minds. 

The fcheme of morality propofed by the ' 
Gofpel was undervalued,' and faid not to be 
beyond the reach of human invention ; the 
Mofaic account of the Creation was repre- 
I'ented as mere allegory and fable ; the natu- 
ral immortality of the foul was oppofed, as a 
vulgar and groundlefs error ; the infpiration 
of holy writ was fo explained as amounted to 
tlie denial of it ; the authority of the prefent 
canon of Scripture hath been reprefented a^ 
ftanding upon a very precarious foundation ; 
the fpurioufnefs of feveral paflages, and fome 
books of it, was more than iniinuated. Pricfts 
ivithout* diftindlion were traduced, as im- 
pofers on the credulity of mankind, vilified 
and infulted, as the filth and ofF-fcowring of 
all things ; and thofe religious ordinances 
which they were appointed to difpenle, even 
the chief of them, Baptifm and the Supper 
of the LoRt), were fpoken of with fuch a de- 
gree of ungodly mockery and infolent Icom, 
as filled the hearts of good Chriftians with 
horror and aftonifliment. Nay, Religion it- 
ielf was, in fbme of their loofe writings, lb 

de- 
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defcribed, as if it were nothing but a melan- 
choly frenzy and pious enthufiafm. ' 

The grounds of believing the Gofpel In this 
age have been reprefented as lefs firm and 
certain by a pretended calculation of the 
degrees, according to which the credibility 
of the traditional fails related in Scripture 
xnuft every age decreafe. The neceflity of all 
human thoughts and anions, as being meer 
modes of motion, and the refults of pure me- 
chanifm, hath been aflerted: an affertion 
ivhich overturns the foundations of all Reli- 
gion, whether natural or inftituted; and ren- 
ders all notions of good and evil, of reward 
and punifhment, whether in this life or the 
next, groundlefs and vain. 

Nor ought we, among the feveralinftances 
'of infidelity, and of the approaches made to- 
wards it, to omit the mention of thofe dam- 
nable errors which have been embraced and 
propagated by the feft of Quakers ; who, in 
ieveral of their treatifes, in their Gateehifms 
and Primers, have taught the rudiments of 
the Chriftian Faith in fuch a manner, as to 
make it feem to be little more than a corti- 
plicated fyftem of Delfm and Euthufiafm. ^ 
« y 3 From 
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From the wicked principles thus diflemir 
pated as wicked praftjces have followed ; for 
though it may with truth be affirmed, that 
the good Chnftiaps ampng us were never bet-» 
ter than now ; yet can it nof; withal be de* 
nicd, that the |)ad were never worfe ; ajid 
|hat the M^ftances of a profane and diflblutp 
behaviour have of late years been very npme- 
rous and very fc^ndalpus. 

The frequency of oaths and imprecations, 
|:he njanifeft growth of immorality and pro7 
fanenefs, have m^de new laws, new edids, 
neceflary to reftrain thefe enormities, which 
yet have pot been efFedually reftrained by 
them. 

Sefdom hafh gpafer vigilancp bcjen ufed 
py the civil pagiftrate to fecure a religious ob- 
iervance of fhc Lord's-day ; nor hath it, 
jamong th- meaner fort, proved pnfuccefsful. 
llowever, it hath not baniftied excefs and 
luxury at fuch times from the tables of the 
great, nor hindered them from wafting thofe 
facred hours in play and vain amufements* 

The excefles of gaming have never been 
piore general and H^r^nt ; eonfcienpe hath 
»cver been more openly proftituted to intc^ 

reft, 
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i^ft, withdut any regard to ceofurc j the ex- 
.Crcmcs pf avarice and profofidn iiavc never, «t 
the^ame poiitf pf tkne, beeu fw^se rev^arkabl/ 
prevalent;. 

A .due regard to rcKgioM pQriS>DS, plteen, 
and things, hath fearce in any age teeti 
morer wanting. T%^ miniftera of Gj?t!^;isf 
have often ibeen treated m a vmy very fM> 
fuitable to their facred ftin^ion and charac- 
ter; horrid outrages have been committed 
by Joofe and xliforderly perfons in the houfe 
of God; the folemn Fe^fts and Htimiliatioris 
-of the Church have been matter of Iport tp 
lewd and godlefs men, who have taken plea- 
fure in ridiculing them, and aifFronting the 
authority by which they were appcnnted? 
lAiinatural and abommable impurities, not to 
be named among Ghriflian§, hayp been pub^ 
lickly pra£lifed j and the debauches of licen- 
tious men have jbeen indulged to (uch $ 
height, as to end in iall manper of felalphemy 
and profanenefs. 

This fad harveft we have reaped from 
thofe feeds of infidelity which the enemy have 
fown among us : with what induftry and 
?:eal, by what dark and fubtle methods, this 

y 4 myftery 
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myftery of iniquity hath beeu parried pp^ 
we beg leave iu the next place tp rcprefent* 
* . ;That/:pntribution$ have been made, tji^t 
pombinations of men have been fornied^ fpr 
pronioting * the caufe of ipficjelity, we have 
.heard j ijor do wp dpubt tbl^ trpth of thofc re- 
-port^ r, haying abfefved, that late meafures 
taken tp -advance irreligjQn, have been, in 
^any refp^ft^, fo unifornciaf^d regular, that 
f^hey feeiji tp have 'been .concerted j not tp 
.have fprung merely from the cafual cpntra- 
-di<9^ioiiL,and?divided efibrts pf particular per- 
ions, but rather to have been the reiult of 
united, counfels and, endeavours. .^ . 

, Thi^?,, we fare fure,. the, Spcinig?[i5. find 
^QuakerSrtook care of vthc. intp-eft$ of their fe- 
yei;al , fe(fls, and fpread t^eir diftinguiihing 
„tenet^ : nor dp the prcfent fe<5prs for infidq^ 
Jity anjd libertinifm appear tq be either lefs 
zealojqis , fpr. the attaining their end, or lefs 
Ikilful ia the , choice .and, application of the 
means that lead to it. , 

r: The jxiethQ^ds they have pitched ppon to 
fhis purpofe have been various-, fpme of them 
s fuch as had a ipore immediate tendency to 
^}:he jppfpt they ajpted at ; others that .were 

covered 
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f covered with very artificial pretences and dif- 
guifes. 

By mock Catcchifms^ framed in a light 
manner, upon vain and trifling fubjefts, tney 
have endeavoured to depreciate thofe excel- 
lent fummaries of the Chriftian Faith, by 
which a right fenfe of religious truths is firft 
inftilled into the minds of children. 

They, have republifhed, and coliefted into 
volumes, piepes written long ago on the lide 

,of infidelity ;: which would hav€ lain alto- 
gether negleded ind forgotten, without fuch 

. a revival. . 

They have reprinted together, in the moft 

-cdntrafted manner,, many loofe and licentious 
poems, in order to . their being purchafed 

;m6re cheaply, and difperfed more eafily ; 

and have, by that means, conveyed the in- 

fedion to great numbers of men, who would 

otherwife have lain without the reach of it. 

;They have procured abftrafts and com- 

jjiendations of their own profane writings 
(and probably drawn up by thedifelves) to 
be inferted in Foreign Journals ; and then 
have tranflated them back again into the 
Englilh tongue, and publiflicd them here at 

• home, 
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kome^ in order Co add tbe .^eatdr weight to 
their wicked opinions. 

They have end,eavoured utterly to rqcH: out 
of men's minds ail notion of a Church, as a 
ibciety inflituted by CHttisXy with pecufiar 
powers and privileges, and pflicers of its own 
to adminifter the a^rs of it. They have 
,done their utm^oft to blend and coidbund this 
i^^kual ^cyciety with the temporal 9 on purr 
pofe to make every thing tn Religion, its di^ 
irke truths, and moft iacred ordinanoss, 
dependant on the wHl of the civil magiftrate, 
jderiving folely from h^m their rai>^ion and 
authority. 

And of all Churches, our own is tha| 
^ainft which they have planted their chief 
batteries, and idiredeiEi jtheir fierceft alTaults ^ 
not as judgwg if: mpre faulty than otSiers 
(fcjr they themfelve^ allj^w it to be the Jeaft 
exceptionable of any) ^ but as knowing ;t to 
be the ftrongeft fence and bulwark ag^ft In* 
'^dclity, die principal pfilar ^nd ftay of pune 
ifoii^efikd Rei^ion. 

They have therefore charged the authentic 
Afticles of thiis Church, and the £ngli(h edi- 
tions of the Sible, with pious frauds and for- 

g^?7 i 
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jgery ; that men might be taught gradually 
to withdraw th^e reverence due to their fpir 
ntual guides, and of coujrfe to fufpeft what- 
ever comes recommended from their hands. 

As to other fc£ts and denominations of 
Chriftians differing from the Eftablilhed 
.Church, and now tolerated ampng us, the 
crew of libertine Writers hath been obferved 
to purfue them with a degree of malice and 
^itternefs, proportioned always to the de^ 
grees of tendency which their refpeftive priiir 
fiples have to fupport and ftrengthen the 
ptcrefts of Religion, by uniting large num^^ 
l)ers of Chriftians in national Churches and 
pommuniong. 

Sometimes, by difplaying the cheats and 
impofitions of Pagan and Popilh priefts, they 
have endeavoured to draw Infamy on the 
Priefthood in general, and to reivder the Order 
itfelf, in what Religion focver it was found, 
equally the pbjed of public av^rfion and coa-* 
tempt. 

At other times, when wild pretences to in- 
0>iration and miracle^ have been fet u^ by 
Wdern impoftors, they have feemed to couu* 
tenance the fra^d, and give <^xe^ to it ; with 

a view 
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a view of drawing parallels from thence, to 
the prejudice of real Infpirations and Mira- 
cles. 

They have, in a grave and folemn manner^ 
recounted the fabulous relations of miracles 
occurring in Heathen Writers : they have re- 
prefented thefe accounts as carrying (bme dF 
the chief marks and fignatures of truth ; and 
eafier to be contemned than difprbved, upon 
the foot of the arguments urged in behalf of 
the truth of Chriftianity. 

They have, with oftentation, enumerated 
the feveral Ipurious treatifes forged in the 
earlieft ages of the Church ; which they re- 
prefent as times of great fraiid and impof"- 
ture on the one hand, of gfeat ignorance 
and credulity on the other ; and they have 
left this reflection to be applied by their rea- 
ders to the Books of the New Teftament, and 
the authors of them. 

The promifes of Scriptufe have, by one of 

thefe writers, been interpreted in fuch an ei- 

"travagant and abfurd ferife, as was intended to 

render theth uncertain and unintelligible; 

"and a plea hath been advanced in behalf of 

' the privile^ of being tranflated to heaven 

without 
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without dying, according to the terms of ' 
the Covenant of ^Grace, with a defign to in- 
firiuate, that our title to the other privileges 
and promifes of the Gofpel is founded on no 
furer a bottom. 

Under the cover of accounting for the 
growth of Deifm, and fpecifying the caufes 
of it, they have taken occafion to fuggeft all 
thofe bitter and fpiteful refleftions which 
they thought might redound to the diflipnour 
of our holy Religion, and wound it through 
the fides of its profefled fervants and fol- 
lowers. 

Their received maxim is, that " no good 
** is to be expefted from ecclefiafticks, but by 
** their divifions ;*' and therefore, if differences' 
happen at any time to arife among the Clergy, 
their conftant pradlice hath been to foment 
and inflame them, by turning advocates^ for 
the one fide againfl: the other; whereas, in 
truth, they themfelves were alike enemies to 
both, and were alfo in like manner det^ftecj 
by both of them. 

Whien particular and unwarrantable opi- 
nions have, at any time, been maintained by 
men otherwife eminent for piety and learn- 
^ ing, 



334 ^^* ATTERBUKY^S REPKESENr A^^IOK 

ing, the friends of infidelity fiave not £iile^ 
to lay hold of that opportunity, an6 improve 
It to the prejudice of Religion* Thofe vtrf 
pcrfons, whofe learned labours in defendfe o^ 
our common F^aith they had before under- 
valued, and held in theutmofl^conteofpt, they 
began now to extol, arid pretended to reveri^ 
for the fake of their errors ) fheir deep judge- 
iQent they admired, their integrity they njag-* 
Hified, and appealed t& their authority as de* 
cifive in favour of a paradox, when they 
would have refufed to be concluded by it in 
an^ other point whatfoevef * 

We pretend not to hat^e made a fttll dif- 
Covery of all the dark and fubtle wiles by 
which the inftruments of Satan have endea- 
toured to eftabiifli his kingdom, and to in- 
troduce a general loofeftefs of principles an<j 
praftices amorfg us : but thefe, whieh we have 
ftow laid before your Majefty^ are too obviou* 
sitid manifeft not to be obfeirved and complain- 
ed of by u^s. 

However, rieifher thefe, hdt ihy pt^er 
wicked arts and methods^ how craftily fo- 
ever contrived, wid how ioduftrioufly foevci^ 
f}^(wd, WQul(| have met with fo remarkable 

foceefs^ 



fuccefs^ had not other caufes and circumflaaces 
concurred to help forward the event, and fii-^ 
tour the growth of irreligious opinions^ 

Amoiig the chief of thefe, we reckon tlie 
Removal of that f eflraint which the wifdom 
of former times had laid upon the prefs ; and 
which no footxer ceafed^ than thoie pernicious 
prmciples^ that before had been whifpered 
only in corners, among the dii£>lute and 
iawlefs, were flow proclaimed fti our {krcetSf 
and fenf abroad' to pollute the minds of yow 
Majefty's fttbje^ in all parts of your do* 
minions^ 

The meancft and moft ignorant of the 
j^oplC) who had any degree of curiofity and 
ieifure^ were then tempted to employ if itt 
iear^hes for which they were no ways qua^ 
fified ; they were furniflied ^^gry day from 
tht prefs with objeftions againft Religion J 
and taught to doubt of thofe truths^ wiiich it 
had otherwife never once entered into their 
hearts to queftion. 

This general liberty of the prefs happened 
Bot long after the time when, by reafon of 
conftjfions and diforders that ufuojlly attend 
great changes of ftat^^ the reins of govern*- 

t 
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ment were unavoidably flackened, and parties 
of men were fuffered to' exprefs their mutual 
refentments, and manage their debates againft ' 
each other, with a freedom not often per- 
mitted or praftifed in more quiet and fet- 
tled times. Mean while, the indulgence 
granted to men, of worfhiping God in their 
own way, incited fbme publickly, and with 
warmth, to efpoufe thofe religious opinions, 
which others thought themfelves bound, 
with equal warmth, to oppofe. Thefe con- 
tentions in matters of a civil and facred na- 
ture bred in the minds of men, not well 
grounded in true principles, great perplexities 
and doubts ; and gave an opportunity to thofe 
who ** fat in the feat of the fcornful," to pro- 
mote the interefts of Scepticifm and Infidelity, 
by making fport with our divifions. 
• The licentioufnefs of the Stage is another 
fountain from whence the prefent corrup- 
tions of Religion and Morality have flowed* 
On our Theatres things facred and ferious 
have been handled after the mofl ludicrous 
manner ; the Priefthood, the Holy Offices 
and Ceremonies of our Church, have been 
expofed to fcorn; obfcenity, blafphemoiis 

^Uufions 
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sllufioas to Holjr Writ, znd Tarious forts of 
profanenefs have abounded : the worfl: ex- 
amples have been placed in the bed lights 
atid recomts&ended to ittlitatidii ; and the vi- 
cious images thus painted to the life, and fefc 
out with all manner of advantage^ have made 
fuch impre^ons on the minds of the young 
and the unwary as are not eafy to be t£^ 

For the better diifuiing the infeflion, new 
theatres have been raiied ; and, at the open* 
ing of t&em (am expelifive and magnificent 
ibudure) thf^ building of Churches was im- 
pkmfly derided as a vain and ufelefs work, 
-the cdk^ ofoly of fuperftition and ignorance. 

God be thanked, at that very time a dif- 
ferent fpirit prevailed} and great fums of 
nibney were by public authority provided, 
and applied for the building, fupporting, and 
adorning of Churches : and we cannot but 
hope but this glorious work, which your 
Majefty, at our humble requeft, was gra- 
cioufly pleafed to recommend to your Parlia- 
ment; in the advancement of whtcb the 
2eal of your Parliament, influenced by that 
of your Alajefty, hath already made fo great 

VoLf IL Z a pro- 
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nproghefs, will be fpeedily accbhipliflhea by 
ajoL arrtple provifioh for the wanteof that kind} 
jinder. which; the; inhabitants o£';thefe tw© 
populous cities have hitherto laboured. They 
Jiavie, no\v, for a long track of time, year after 
year, exceedingly, ihcreafed, without a pro* 
portionable increafe: of* the. Churches and 
Chapiils appointedito receive them :; by which 
means vaft numbers of fouls have been exr 
cludq.d from a poffibility of attcndingj on the 
public woribip of GoDy and from all the bc*- 
nefits of Chriftian tnftfucVion. Andb thd nir 
tural confequence of t^isi hath been(ar:gradu2d 
defe(9:ion from Pi^ety and Virlfu6.to irrefigioius 
Ignorance j and allmannfer of lobfo andilieeiir 

tious living. : ; :': " - ; t -d v 

. To the increafe of which they alfa con- 
^tributed who. took occafion, fromvthe relax- 
iation of thofe laws iivhich made abfb'i^qe, from 
: thte Eilabliflned Church !penal^ to withdraw 

thernfelves entirely &om all religious afleni- 

blies; although that very a£t ofiexemption, 
-^ which gave liberty in the one rdpeifit, equally 

reftraiwed, if in the other. ■ i iu ; t : : 

Nor hath the loqgcontinuaiice of thatjuft 

.and neceflfary war, in wluc^i. yiiul' Majefty is 

.W '.: now 
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tiow engaged (and' which, we truft, God, 
will enable you to finifli as glorioufly as you^ 
have hitherto carried it on), been unattended 
with confequences prejudicial to- the interefts: 
of Religion and Goodnefs. 

That this might not be our own cafe, ypur 
Majefty was pleafed to ufe your powerfulin*, 
fluences with the States of Holland, and to: 
employ your royal bounty for the building. 
of a Church, in which your fubjeds might 
ferve God abroad with the fame decency an4 
ordfer'as at home, and be- inftrufted in fuch 
religious principles as might prei*erve them 
from the contagion of thofe vices to which a 
military life is too much expofed. But not- 
withftanding this defign pioufly is intended 
by your Majefty, and fo readily promoted by 
the liberal contributions of your fubjefts iu 
the army, we cannot but lanient that fo- 
reign, vices, too eafily learnt in the camp, 
have froni thence fpread themfelves, by little 
and little, through the feveral rank? of meti 
at home, and occafioned a vifible increafe of 
luxury, libertinifm, and profanenefs. Fali^e 
notions of honour have made that reputable, 
which the religion of Christ utterly con- 

Z 2 demns : 
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demns ; and that in&nmus, which it com- 
mand!» under the higheft penalties : {o that 
they who ftill dare to own themfelves Chrif- 
tians, by not fending a challenge when af- 
fronted, or not accepting it when fent, are 
really in a ftate. of perfecution, on the account 
of their ftri^ adherence to Christ and his 
doftrine. The prevalence of fiich principles 
and practices doth, in our hunible opinion^ 
tend not only to the dilhonour, but even to 
the difbelief of the Gofpel, among thole who 
are either perfuaded that it is lawful and lau*- 
dable, or, without fuch a perfuafipn, deter« 
mined to a£l in contradiftion to the plain pre* 
cepts of it. 

The emiflaries from Rome have not been 
wanting to lay hold of this opportunity for 
the advancement of their caufe ; to which 
nothing is fo ferviceable as fcepticifm and 
loolenefs of life : and thefe, therefore, they 
have always encouraged to the beft of their 
power. They have fwarmed in our ftreets 
of late years, and have been very bufy in 
making converts : and, (ince their known 
way of dealing in fuch cafes is to bring men 
round to infallibility by the way of infidelity, 

we 
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we doubt not but their fubtle arts and reftlefs 
endeavours of this kind may be reckoned 
one caufe of the prefent growth of Irreligioii 
amdng us. 

Other caufes have alio concurred ; as, thd 
want of a vigorous execution of thofe laws, 
proclamations, and injundions, which were 
pioufly framed ; and the faint and inefFedual 
proiecution of (bme notorious offenders ; by 
which means, what was defigned to curb and 
reftrain their infblence tended rather to heigh* 
ten and noufifh it. 

Nor are we infenfible how much Religion 
hath fufFered by vain pretences to fathom 
thofc depths of Divine Wifdom which are 
tinfearchable, and to advance nice explica- 
tions of myfteries which are inexplicable ; by 
the mifapplication of mathematical reafoning 
to matters of mere revelation ; by the at^ 
tempts made to (hew how all the fteps taken 
in that great work of Omnipotence, the crea- 
tion of the world, were to be accounted for 
by the known laws of motion ;. and that th« 
deftruf^ion of it, by the deluge, might in 
like manner be explained ; for the tendency 
of fuch attempts hath been to confine the 

Z 3 thoughts 
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thoughts of men to fecond caufes, and to in-* 
timate how little the wifdom of God was con" 
cerned in making the world. 

But thefe, and fuch caufes as thefe, hav- 
ing a lefs general and difcernible influence 
towards producing the evils complained of; 
we have chofen rather to reft in the confide- 
ration of thofe which are more extenfive and 
apparent, and have beeti remarkably fruitful 
of the ill confequences which we are next to 
lay before your Majefty, 

The di(honour which the late exceflive 
growth of Infidelity, Herefy, and Profane- 
nefs, hath brought on our holy Faith, our 
Church, and Nation, is t6o great to be dif- 
regarded, and too manifeft to be diflembled. 
The Gofpel cannot but be blemifhed by this 
.refiedion, that at a tirhe when the ftrongeft 
evidences of its Divine Original have^ been 
produced, and fet in the faireft light, ib many 
fhould revolt from it. ' Our Ecclefiaftical and 
Givil Conftitution muft needs undergo re- 
proach ; as if we either wanted laws to punifli 
fuch enormities, or zeal to turn the edge of 
thofe laws upon daring offenders. 

It is lamentable tc refledt how many fouls 
have been loft by imbibing wicked dodlrines 

from 
1 
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frotn riiofe books which have been fcattered 

. , ^ '' • • • • . 

for feveralyears with impunity through this 
Kingdom; ^hojw; many more are endangered- 
by too near approaches towards infidelity, ' 
though they have' not as yet a^ually arrived' 
to it ; wTiat a fpirit pf indifFerency and neu- 
trality in Rerigibn hath been infufed through 
iucb vehicles into the minds of men, and 
Hath at laft fo far prevailed as to become the 
diftinguitliing charader of the age we live 
in. - ^ ■^■' 

We doubt not but that divers of your 
Majefty's fubjedts, either by the fcandal arif- 
ing from the late obfervable growth of pro- 
fahenefs, or by fliaring the contagion of it, 
have at laft been perverted to Popery ; and 
we are fu re that many of them have been 
ijiade worle meii and worfe fubjedls by the 
means of it ; for Infidelity, where embraced, 
cancels all the ftrongeft obligations of duty, 
and diflblve^ thofe religious baads of obedience 
by which the 'thrones of princes are beft fe- 
cured, and their authority moft firmly fup^ 
ported. Arid 'therefore we cannot but ob- 
ferve to yoiir Majefty, that they who derided 
Churches^ ind' Greeds, and Myfteries, were 

Z 4 the 
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the fame who infulted the memory, and juf^ 
tified the murder, pf the Rojzl Martyr j ap- 
plauded the rebellion raifed againfl him, and 
4iave taken a great deal of wicked pains in 
cplle£ling and pubUihjpg the works gf thpfe 
writers who were the moft declared and irre- 
concileable enemies to Monarchy > 

But the worft confequenc^s of pur impip- 
ties is, that they have made us obnoxiojus i^ 
the difpleafure of Almighty God ; who 
may juftly, on their account, be provoked tp 
vifit us with his fevereft judgements, by 
ftppping the continued current of fuccefs 
with which he hath hitherto blefled our af- 
fairs, and delivering us into the hdbds of 
our enemies, by withdrawing the pure light 
of his Gpfpel from us, and letting in the abo- 
minations of Popery among us. 

Our only comfort under this fad profpeft 
is, that, as far and wide as the infedion hath 
Ipread, there are many ftill left, who con- 
tinue untainted by it ; many who, imitating 
the pious example fet by your Majefty, " hold 
** faft the profeffion pf their F^ith, without 
** wavering," and adorn it with all manner of 
Chrifliaix Graces and Virtues, in the midfl: 

of 
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of a perveri[e and crooked generation. For 
the xn^hty growth of Infidelity hath been 
attended with one good confequence, among 
divers ili ones ; that the zeal of devout per* 
ions hath thereby been excited t© do every 
thing that in thena lay towards refitting and 
ftemming this torrent of impiety. Nor have 
their endeavours been fruitlcfs ; our eyes 
daily fee the public and happy efFe(9:s of them : 
Divine Service and Sacraments have of late 
been oftener celebrated, and better frequented, 
than formerly ; the catechifing of youth hath 
been more generally praftifed, and with 
greater fuccefs : vaft fums have been furniflied 
by private contributors, to fuftain the charge 
of educating poor children in a pious and 
ufeful manner; and many other new and 
noble inftitutions of charity have been fet on 
foot, of which ibme mention was made in 
the entrance of the account now laid before 
your Majefty. 

Of thefe we already feel the good influence, 
and hope that they may hereafter prove a 
remedy equal to the difeafe under which wa 
labour. In the mean time, other methods 
pf redrefling thefc^ great mifchiefs may, we 

humbly 
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hunibly cqnccive, be fuccefsFuUy tried ; Tuch 
as the cobrfe x)f the foregoing reffeftions, arid 
your Majefty's great wisdom and piety, have 
already fuggefted to you.\ 

We entertain not the leaft douot of your 
Majefty's firm refohition to render the laws 
and edidls fet forth for the fuppreffion of im^ 
morality and profanenefs ufeful to that pur- 
pofe, by an impartial and vigorous execution/ 
of them ; and to reform the corruptions of 
the ftage, wrhich have been fo inftrumehtal 
in vitiating young and "innoctht minds, and 
have given matter of fo juft offence to all fe- 
rlous and devout Chriftians, And we pro- 
mife ourfelves, from the happy application of 
thefe remedies, which your Majefty alone is 
able (and not more able than willing) to ap- 
ply, great and durable efFe£^s. 

We are entirely perfuaded, that your Ma- 
jefty will, in the moft effeftual manner, dif- 
countenance all fuch perfons as are profli- 
gate in their lives, or the known abettors or 
fpreaders of impious opinions, by excluding 
them from all marks of your royal favour ; 
and the repeated aflurances which your Ma- 
jefty (whom God long preferve !) hath been 

pleafed 
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pleafed to give to your people, of your care 
to tranfmit the fucceflion of the Crown in 
the Proteftant line, as eftabliflied by law, give 
us great hopes that our enemies of theRomifli 
Communion will at laft be efFeftually dif^ 
couraged from attempting the ruin of that ex* 
cellent Church, of 'whicli, under Christ; 
your Majefty is the chief Governor and glo- 
rious Defender. 

With inexpreffible fatisfaftion we reflect 
upon the noble proviiion made by the prefent 
Parliament for Fifty New Churches : and we 
pleafe oiirfelves with a profpeft of the ground 
which will every day be gained by this means 
upon Vice and Irreligion ; when all excufes 
for non-attendance on the public worfhip 
will be removed, and the law, which makes 
thofe who abftain from all forts of religious 
affemblies ftill obnoxious to punifhment, 
may be exerted in its utmoft force, without 
giving juft occafion of complaint to any 
man. 

Nor are we without hbpe, that thefe our 
Synodical x^flemblies, regularly and conftantly 
held, may be one ufeful mearjs of checking 
the attempts of profane men, ^ and preventing 

the 
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the growth of pernicious errors ; efpecially 
if, by the authority or intervention of fuch 
Synods, fbme way might be found to reftore 
Ae difcipUfteof the Church, now too much 
relaxed and decayed, to its priftine life and 
vigour; and to flrengthen the ordinary ju- 
nfdi£tion of Ecclefiaftical Courts, now too 
ipuch reftrained and enfeebled : both which 
ends, as far as they fhall appear to be fubfer- 
vient to the interefts of Religion and Virtue, 
and no ways to interfere with the laws and 
liberties of our country, we do not, under 
the propitious influence of your Majefty's Ad* 
miniilration, defpair of attaining. 

But that for which we at prefent in moft 
eameft and mofl humble manner addrefs our- 
felves to your Majefty is, that, by yqur roy4 
jnterpofition, an z& may be obtained for re^ 
draining the prefent exceffive and fcandalous 
liberty of printing wicked books at home, or 
importing the like from abroad, in fuch man* 
fier as to the wifdom of your Majefty and your 
Parliament ihall feem moft expedient : for, 
as we take this to have been the chief fource 
and cauie of thefe evils whereof we now com- 
plain ; fo we. ^ueftion not but that the re- 
moval 



OF THE STATE OF RELIGIOK. ^4^ 

ixioval of it ^rould be the moft {peedy aad 
eScGtudl cure of them *• 

Our 



* *' This Reprcfentation,*' Abel Boyw tells us^ 
'^^ was not UDanioloufly approved by viii the ttemr- 
hers of the J0int; Committee, for fome of them 
diiTenced to fome parts of it ; and other 
things were inferted in it by the Lower Houfe not 
jreed to ia the Commitee. This draught of a 
.eprefentation bein|^ laid before the Upper Houfe 
for their approbation, feveral exceptions were 
made to it ; for, befides the ftyle, which by ouuijr 
was thought too florid and rhetorical, as well at 
Swne expreffion^ too warm for io ffzw and ve- 
nerable an aflembly, the majority were of (^iniim 
that fome faults ^rted in it, and refleding on 
the laft Miniftry> were not fufficiently and cldu-ljr 
made out, and that other matters were mentioned 
in it which were not cognizable by the Convoca* 
tioo, but only by the Civil Power/^ Anotiief, as 
has been already mentioned, was drawn up by the 
Lords ; which being tranfmitted to thie Lower 
Houfe for their approbation,, the inferior clergy 
thought fit to adhere to the draught made by the 
j<nnt Committ^, after they had added other mat* 
ters to it* Thud neither of thefe Reprefentadons 
was prefented to the Queen ; and the Convocation 
rofe with the difreputation of doing nothmg in ib 
important a matter, fo heartily recommended to 
them by the Queen. — Swift, in one of his Exami* 
ners, failed not Ihrewdly to charge the fault of this 
upon the Bilhops, under pretence of lamenting 
that the unhappy ftop that had been put to the 
5 de- 



Our daily and fervent prayer .to God is^ 
that your Majefty may be the happy inftru-* 
jiient of thefe and many other bleffings to 
this Church and State ; that you may be as 
profpf6rou8 in :yoiir defigns againft Infidelity 
and Vice here at home, as you have been in 
all your undertakings agaidft the common 
enemy abroad ; and may, by that means, add 
what alone IS wanting to complete the glory, 
and crown the fuccefles, of your ever-memo- 
rable reign ! 

deiSgned Reprefcntation had glvefi the enemies of 
cur Holy Religion (too numerous and politic a 
party to be armed by ourfelves againft ourfelves) 
a feeming ocJcafion to deride our divifions.— In a 
former paper Swift had faid, ** If w=e may gueft 
the temper of a Convocation ifrofti the choiceof a 
'Prolocutor, as it is ufual to do that of a Houfe of 
Commons by the Speaker, we may expeift great 
things from that Rcverertd Bodyi who have done 
themfelves much reputation by '^ pitching upon a 
Gentleman of fo much Piety, Wit, ind Learning, 
"for that Office ; and one who is fo thoroughly 
verfed in thofe parts of Knowledge Wliich are pror 
per for it/* - ; 
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ABSOLON ET ACHITOPHEL, 

Poem a; Carmine Latino Donatum *. 



AD LECTOIEIEM. 

En tandem. Amice LeUor (quod dudum pollicitus 
fum) poema fuis abfolutum numeris ! cui tameh 
fupervacaneum duxi, morae excufandse gratia, 
aliquid prsefigere. Id unice follicitum me ha- 
bet, ne tale fortaffe videatur, quod nee jam de- 
buerit emitti. Vale, 

NOndum myftarum pia fraus eluferat orbcm, 
Nondum uni conjuxporrexerat oracapiftro: 
Sed fimil^m amplexa eft, natura urgente, maritum 
Sponfacjue, & innocuo refidens in fornice pellex. 

Tunc, 

♦ Anthony Wood tells us, that Atterbury was ailidcd in this 
tranflation by Mr. Francis Hickman. They were both young 
Students of Chrift-church, Atterbury being then but of two years 
ilanding, and Hickman only of* one year. Another Latin veriion 
cf this poem had been publimcd at Oxford, in 1682, under thetitJe 
of " Abfalon & Achitophel. Carmine Latine Hcroico," by Mr. 
William Coward of Mcrton College (afterwards a phyficran, and 
well known by his writings as a Freethinker). Of the two tranfla- 
tions Wood gives this concifc account, under the articlcCow ard : 
" He hath tranflated into Latin Heroic Verfc the Englifli ^x)ciii 
** called Abfalom and Achitophel. Oxon. 1682. in five iheets in 
** quarto, written by John Dryden, Efq. Poet Laureat to King 
« Charles IL Mr. Coward being fchoolcd for it in the college, 

Vol. 1L A a <* and 
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TunCy qui Judaicas rerum fledtebat habcnas 
Jeffides, coelo carum caputs integer aeviy 
Igne pari nuptas arfit fervafquey Tonantis 
Edtypa fiderei^ brevibus tranfcripta tabclUs, 
Diftundens lati vaga per confinia regni. 

Imperii focios Michal geftabat honores, 
SoUicito (heu !) nimium tellus ingrata colono ; 
Sed reliquis impar : regi nam plurima mater 
Penfabat fteriles numerofo pignore curas. 
At quomam non arqua Venus genialia cafli 
Foedera concuflit ledi^ male defuit, idem 
Qm foret & fceptri Jelfei* & fanguinis haeres, 
Hanc inter florentem annis titulifque catervam 
Abfolon emicuit princeps, quo pulchrior alter 
Non fuit Abramidvim, Judara neque intuit arma. 
Credibiie eft, tantum c&m, non lavp omine divum, 
Moliretur opus, majors libidinis oeftro 
Impulfum, baud folitas Veneri indulfifle pareotem ; 
Ni forte cgregiiun os, & pu^chrae front is honores 

** and his poerffnet being taken in the nnivcrfity, thctielc of it wai 
'*• caufed by Thoflftas Word of New ColL tc be put ia Thvinpfon's 
•* Intelligence of the i3trh of June, »682, a> to have been written 
" by Walt, Curie, of tlartford, Gent. The tranflation of thc.faid 
** poem, done by Francis Atterbury and Francis Hickman, of 
'* Chrift-church, was extolled moie than that ofCoward." In the 
epiftolary dedication fo Coward's poem, addrclTcd, ** Amico mco 
" chariUimo G, C. A. M. e ColL M.'* and figned " G. C. dat. 
** Hartford Jcfib. Aprilis, 1682,'* the writer profeflTedly declares, 
' that he had paid but little attention to quantity. The reader will 
be furprized, after this information, to be told that Coward's ver- 
fion has, to this moment, been unjuftly miftaken for Attcrbury's; 
that it was printed at large for his by Curll ; and a (pecimen of it 
not only was printed in Stackhoufc's Life of him, but continues cvca 
in the improved edition of the " Biographia Britannica." It hence 
becomes an a6l of jullice to preftrve the genuine poem in this collec- 
tion of the Bilhop*s Mifcellanics. 

Sors 
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Sors dederit, eerti non Itrlta pigfiora regni* 
Ilium ctiam imberbem longe diftantibus oris 
Bellica clarabat virtus> cum vindiee ferro 
Suftinuit patrii focialia foedera regni. 
Pacei ducem excuciens, duri Mavortis amorem 
Dedidicit^ dextr^que potens tra^bat inermi 
Idalios arcusy & arnica Cupidinis arma« 
Quicquid agat juvenis, nativo ac^ fimplice culta 
Splenduit. Oili omnis geflufque^ & norma loquend'^ 
Sponte fui effluxit^ moliique in pad:ore fpirans^ 
Gratia purpureos ocuiis afflavit honores ; 
£t pulchrum enituit proles Qonfefla parentecn x 

Jeffidse taciturn pertentant gaudia peAus. 

I^inc iUi Annabalem, generdfo fadguine creCam^. 

Conjugio junxit ftabili^ propriamque dicavit. 

Omne nefas (quis enim vixit fine crimine?) caecum 

Vel latuity vel dixiilcs latuifle^ parentem. 

Si fortd exundans juvenili effervuit aeftti 

Sanguis^ & immiftas fpumanti gurgite fordet 

£luit| efira^n^s pia lex hoc imputat annis« 

Uique cadas, Amnon ; Isfie tamen hoftia fktnsf 

Concidis t hoc tacitam praetexunt nonmine culpaoi^ 

Sic merit6 plaufiique viri^m^ ftudiifquc! favent^ca 

Incaluit feliX| annis labentibud^ hetos ; 

Dum placidos longa populos in pace fegebal 

Jeffides. Sed enitti nihil omni ex parte beatum ett i 

Explorat juftos duro fub verbere i\^ii)eiiij 

Calligatque n)alo$.«<^ 
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AbramidsB duri, genus intradtabile femper, 
Et varium ; quos jam fcries exhaufta favoruni 
Incaflum obruerat ; longo gens ebria luxu, 
iEtheriifque tumens epulis, regumque deumque 
Contemptrix ; olim formare edo£^a, novaeque 
Jam bene tornatos incudi reddere divos : 
Heu ! nimium, nimiumque excuffis libera fiaenis, 
Exanimes captant umbras, & fomnia fi<fti 
Scrvitii. Sed cum late regna omnia circum. 
Profpicercnt duri flagris fubjeda tyranni 
Immunes ipfi ; tum primum accenfa Ublda 
Tefqua inculta fequi, & fylveftribus horridadumis: 
Tum primum laudare viros, qui, moire ferino, 
Indomitum nullis agitant fub legibus a?v\im^ 
Scilicet hi, poftquam cecidit pater, Isbofhethumi 
Impulerant raptis facilem decedere regnis : 
Hi regem, Hebronicis ageret cum finibus exut, 
Excipiunti reducem, & junfto clamore ialutant* 
Hitttnen ingenii motus ; nil prseftitit unquam 
Intemerata fides. Verfo nam cardine rerum, 
Arte laboratum mox damnant numen, & aris^ • 
• Impofi OS queruli tandem indignantur honores. 
Quid vetuit fragiles foedare in pulvere divos, 
Quos manibus ftruxere luls ? fi forte juvenci 
Immanem aufati formam induct, & popularem 
In vitulum liquidi vaneicat regis imago. 
Haftenfiis ambigui tlivila opprobria vulgi 
Sparguntur ; nondOm colleftis viribUs a^men 
ft „ I^ fcelus ibat ovans^junCtaeque umbone phalanges. 

Pars 
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Pars populi, quorum melior fenteniia mead, ) 

Quos & certa quies, & pax rraaquilla juvaret, 
l*r^teritique meraor flebar, naetuenfqac futuru 
Necdiifa etiara excideraat aiiimo difciimina resni 
Priftina, adhuc triftes inhoaefto vulncce malas 
Speftat ; adhuc reteris terrent veftigia caddis, 
Servacique icerum bellis civiUbus ann'u 
■Quo.gemitu converfi animi ia radiora ruebant, 
Et diibiam judo firmabanc pondere laocem: 
(^laeque erat in vultu Jeflceo gratia, belli 
Prasripuit caufas, & acerbi peftoris iras. 
Sed cum animos ftiraulet peccandi occulta libido^ 
Mox flitu Satanas fopitos ventilat ignes : 
Lenonifque mode, optaios indulgct amore?. p 
Hinc Caufa Veieris fcecundo e femine Foedus. 
Vera an falfa licet jungantur foeJera, plebem 
Eveheread fafces gaudenr, exfcindere regcm. t 

Urbs aniiqua fuir (Jebici tenuere coloni) 
Arx Syrian indomitae, nomenque & munia debens 
Civibus indigents ; fed cum, volventibus annis, 
Paulatim invaluic coeli delefta propago, . / 

Vis juris menfura fuit. Turn, judice ferrp, 
Coniinuo fluere, ac retro fublapfa referri 
Rebi Jebium; frafta? vires, averfaDci mens* 
Laflati tanJem bellis, fatifque repulfi, 
Haud fponte Ifaciis lummirtunt ora lupatis* 
Erepti cenfus, oinnifque avulfa potettas ; 
Amiflis crefcunt nova vedtigalia campis: 
Et, quod adhuc gravius (c^imenquecaputq;maloru(n^ 
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Cpplicoliim cineres, uftique injuria divi, 
8ollicitant miferos i fcdet hoc fub peAore vuInaSjp 
Inccnditque animost Diverfo lidere Fitus 
Quanquam obcant niydas varies, fraus omnibus 

una eft. 
8tet licet ignavum de faxo aut ftipite numen, 
Haud minus hoc ipfum telis animifque tuentur 
CultorcSy qu^m (i caplaro viveret auro. 
Arque ade6 fuper his, quanc^uani infeo(i(fiinus ordO| 
Uabhini plaudunt : neque enim culpare licebity 
81 divum audaces> aquo vefcunturj^ adoranu 
Hincillae lachrymal, hinCypacri^ communis Erinnys| 
Concilium horrcndum; cujus pars alte^ra veris 
JSfititur indiciis^ ^l^i pars altera hmh. 
lExcq)ium immodicis niine plaufibus, &, viccverfti 
NiinGaftum immodicis clamoribus: inde refellunt 
Defunfti, hinc vivi jurant inFoEDERA teftes : 
Necdum vulgus iqers metuendi vifccra monftri 
Rimatur : (non eft ea cura) fed indigeftos 
Arripit, atque avido ore incoAos devorat artus, ] 
Vera fides rerum ficSa fub nube labor at : 
Scilicet arrifit populo, fapientibus idem 
Qui fuit indeprcnfus, & irremeabilis error* 
Sera dies parili culp4 notat, omnia feu quis 
fixcipiat bibul&, clauf^ feu refpuat aure» 
Niliacos coluit ritus Jebufita facerdos : 
jBan(Sum illic guftu viguit fub judice nument 
Qu^ntus adorati fapor eft, qute gratia divi, 
pura famulis viAum parher cultumque mjuiftret \ 
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Hos ubi tdoriim pia Tis obtrudcre divos 
Non valuit (neque enim turmse par unus o? and 
Congrcditur) facras artcs, nova peftorc ? erfant 
Confiiia ; &» cum non flriAo decernere ferro 
Auderent, (blidis (lane obnixi argumentts. 
Infert fe nebuid (eptus mir& arte facerdos 
Per medios^ mifcetque virisi neque ceruicur uUi$ 
Ufque venenata^ fatalia fpicula linguae 
Perque aulam infamem ja£fcans oliduroque lupanar* 
Hinc jufli templi cuftos excanduit ira^ 
Ereptum plorans lanaco cum grege vellus. 
Fama Tolat fcstos nitrato turbine fcloppos 
(Ha?c quanquam feris procufa nepotibus arma) 
lutendiife necem regi : me judice, crimen 
In dubio eft : fed cui notum, quo triftis Erynnys 
Praecipitet Jebios casdifque infana cupido ? 
J^t conjurati fceleris quanquam exicus impar 
Principiis, vanufque furor ; tamen ufque reliquit 
Trifle mali augurium, & dirae vcftigia cladis* 
Febris ut exefae cum torreat igne medullas, 
Qui parco tremuhm lavic modo flumine venam. 
Nunc tumidus lare furit, & fpumantibus ardet 
Vifceribus fanguts, plenoque exuberat aeftu ; 
Tunc membris excufla quies, tunc aggerc rupto 
Profilit, atque immane fremic circumfluus humor* 
Haud aliter placido imperio quas prima malorum 
Caufa fuit,- prifco torpere haud paffa veterno 
Excivit partes varias ; fubiioque tumultu 
Divifum craxic ftudia in concraria vulgus* 

A^ 4 Mul- 
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Muhos laude cliens accenderat ; H fua mtiltis 
Scilicet arrifit fapientia : protio^s ollis 
InvifaE;, quas non licuit gcdare, fecyres* 
Pars, quos impulfa? prseccps immane ruina^ 
Obruerat fummi turbatos culmine regni, 
Ceu Lemures, animum dirae formidine culpas:. 
CoQfirmant* Aliis, quos feditione poc^tes 
Antiqui, urgebat meriti vicin^a fati| 
Ignovit la^fi regis favor ; inque merentes 
Admovit folioi ^ focios induifit honored* 
Froh mentis fceius ing-ratac ! prqh pe^ora vmllh 
De?in£la officiis^ nuilae fubjeda catenae! 

Vir gregis, & fcelere ante ^lios immanipr om9e$j» 
Acliicophel, fera invifum per fecu^a nqmen ; 
Arcanos verfare dolos npn futilis apftor. 
Ingenium huic yelo}(, audacia perdita, virtqs 
Nefcia dare loco ; Jaudumque immenfa cupidq: 
Idem & dedecori^i y index acerrimus. Olli 
Dum.nimis anguflis animi vis ignea clauftris 
Irrequieta furit, pygmseqs deterit artus, 
Pai:ticulas animans nimia virtute pufillas. 
Ipfe gubernator, toilentibus sequora nimbis^ 
Bella notis indixit ovaos ; fed viribys impar^ 
Cum placidum ventis ftaret mare, gaudec htaAtciQ 
In brevia & fyrtes praeceps urgere carinam. 
Scilicet ingenii fpror eft infania; utrinque 
Ht gracilis cognata fecat confinia limes* 
Uode etenim ille» opiba$ pollens^ ticulifque fupcrbi^ 
OccUkas (I mat infidia^^ animumqu^ fatigct 

Con- 
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Coniilits, fctamque daret per meirfbra quietera ? 
Unde ilium infano juvet indulgere labori, 
Noftes atque dies nequicquam peftore curas 
Verfantem, cum nfinc gelidus tardante (tnc£ii 
Sanguis hebct ; frigentque cfFoeta^ in corporc vires? 
Nempe ut divitias ha?c per tormenta coaftas 
Hsetedi tradat fatuoi quem mente fmiflra, 
Informes curas, & rerura aenigmata volrens, 
Progenuit pater ; hinc rudis indigeftaque moles 
Profilit, horrendura ac vifu mirabilc monftrum, 
Plebeii ilia eadem regnique & patris imago. 
Quin & mente duplex, & inexorabilis ivk 
iEftuat, Ifacias ardens mifcere ruina. 
Ad fua ni domitas diducat flagra^ cohortes* 
Hinc triplicem rupto divulfit foedere nodum, 
Ir for as raptos fceptri venalis honores 
Juflit, & extemo patriam fervire tjrranno : 
Concuffas penitus regni tremuere columnar, 
Inde metu trepidans, famas tamen ufque pctitor, 
PopLicoLAE arripujt faqrpm 8f yenepabjle ppmen. 
Nee cuiquaim labor eft, d^m pvjblica jura capeffit| 
Antiquum fcelus, i^ privatam cradere Jabem. 
Tunc data libcrtas odiis, tpnc frsena furori, 
C^m feeler is liceat populos habuiflfe patrpnos« 
Turba filet : ne fi cqmmiffa piacula duris 
paftigent trutinis, juftoque examine librent. 
Forte fuum pandaqt alieno in crimiqe crirrien. 
Sed tamen & meritse funt hxc fua pra^mia Is^udi. 
pdimus incenfo jai^antem vertra fenatu ; 
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ProTeqaimor planfa icandcntem immune tribonal. 
Caofse ille ancipiti Tigiles intendit ocellos ; 
Et nunqnam ad pofitos vendit fuflBragia nummos* 
Litibus implicitum nuUo gravis aere clieptem 
Eriputt ; tetricis non frons fiecit afpera rugis ; 
Sed fifu facilisy diduque aSabilis iras 
Succidit roftri, & clamofa: jurgia linguae. 
Quod fi pacifene mentem expleviflet opimam 
Cura toga? ; fi non glebae praediYitis ubcr 
Infelix lolium, & fteriles fudiflet avenas^^ 
Hand pater erepti pk)riiret funera nati. 
Nee queruio attentos moyiiTet poUice divos ; 
Achitophel facras daret alta in carmina vires^ 
Illo Jeflseas tremerent fub nomine chords. 
At levis ambicio gaudet, pod terga relinquens 
Securum Tirtucis iter, per lubrica ferri, 
Ardua per, per iniqua &, fortuna aufpice, labi. 
Achitophel Audiis torpere ignobilis oti 
Haud ultra patiens, & inerti incumbere famae, 
Abnegat auricomos ramis decerpere foetus, 
Ni decus arboreum populari diffipet aura. 
Regem ergo, oSenfas veteris reus, hoftis arencim 
Provocat in mediam ; & ftridtis flat cominqs armis: 
Elatoque tegens animofum umbone popeUum, 
Ipfe fub orbe latet. Gratamdehinc Foederis anfam 
Arripuit; vano populum fermone replebat 
Gaudens, & pariter fa^a atque infefta canebar. 
Turn monftris tcrrere novis, & fpargere voces 
Iq yulgum ambiguas ; immania f erre fub auras. 

Con* 
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Confilia, & Jebiflm laudantem jura tyrannutn. 
Irritant aQimos hsec (quaoquam vana ferantur) 
Murmura follicitos, & jampridem arma frementcs. 
Scilicet implicitos dubia vertigine gyros 
Vohit (at emenfam ci^m Luna redintegrat orbetn); 
£t jam bis dents» vaga gensi redeuntlbus annb, 
(Naturse imperio) regalem alternat honorem. 

Deerat adhuc Caufa princcps ; foraffimus unus 
Abfolon ante alios placuit : non ut nova poiiit 
Fama ducis nomenque virOm volitare per ora : 
(Nam neque patriciis amor eft, nee lurida bilis) 
Sed quia» plebeio^ titulo pofcente favores, 
Captaret fupplex tunlidi fufFragia vulgi } 
61 forte Imperii pairiailm elapfa poceftas 
Regales turban informi fubmittac habenast 
Illi ergo Achitophel, na^us molliflima fandt 
Temporal compofitis permulcet pcAora dii^is, 
Occulcum infpirans ignem, fallenfque veneno. 

^ O decus Abramidil^m, quo jam nafcente cometes 
Tranavit liquidas augufto fyrmate nubes! 
O lux Ifacia?, fpes O fidiffima terra? ! 
Alati populum nebulas qui protegis umbra, 
£t regis ambiguos noAurni lampade grelTus ! 
Par Moil duftor! cujus non debile fceptrum 
Melle novo, niveoque undahces ilumine ripas 
Admovety atque ipfum vinc'lis ligat Ennofigseum ^ ( 
Tc, tc vcnturum per fsecula longa nepotCim 
Praefagus cecinit non infaufto omine vatest 
O defujerium populi commune, tuxquc 

* SCfNcptunumt 
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Vox patriae ! Javenes de te fua fomnia narrant, 
Delirique fenes ; te publica vota parentcm 
Rite vocanc ; in te gens inclitiata recumb.it; ; 
Explerique animum nequit, ardefcicque tuendo. 
Qua tendis, piAam folennes ordine pompas 
Sponte Tiaiafternunt, blsfseque ad compita Hngux 
Ufque tuum ingemiuant repettto murmure nomen. 
ExpeAate dlu juTenis ; quid fera moraris 
Gaudia ? quid r^ni decus imperiuiBque paternl 
Teoinis, & oblatas.nondum tnoderaris habenasf 
Ufque adeo cordi eA n^dis gaudere faventum 
Laudibus, & plaufse fonitum virtutis aipare 
Exanimem ? ignavumque agitas luglorlus svqm? 
Donec^ quo? tremulos radiis ptasflrinxit ocellps 
Gloria, langucfcit moricns •, dubioque receffit 
Lumioe, & in tenues paulatlm evanuit auras. 
Cpede, puer (ncc vana loquor) fe fponte rcfolventi 
6i non maturas decerpferis arbore fruges, 
Nempe omnes asquo fortimur numidp divum, 
Serius auc citius, faufti difpcndia fati : 
Cujus ut ambages, & perplestum, arte magiftri, 
Infcquimur curfuna, (Deus eft fua cuiquc libicio) 
Sors ruit in prajceps, & per devexa viarum 
Kadlt iter liquidum ; levlque in« tramite laboa^ 
Fertur in oppofitam, celeri pede Iqbrica, inetam ; 
Indeprenfa taipcn, levibus pernicior Eqris 
Te fugit ; & longo cita dcferit imervallo 
Attonids inhiantem oculis, & multa volentem. 
Eja age, praecipiti nunc, n^c ruit obvia paflu, 

Dona 
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Dona manU) & ffaixos pandens in fronte capiilos. 
Ille tuus genitor, fi non, felicibus ufus 
Aufpiciis, raptos fceptri afferutffet honorcs, 
Exul adhuc Gathicas chelyn increpuiifet ad oras^ ' 
Perfufus nequtcquarp oleo labente capillos. 
Tc patris juvenile decus, te priftina virtus 
Excitet^ emeritae nolentem accedere laudi. 
En, grave ut Hefpcriis jam jam caput occulitundi$! 
En, ut crefcentes decedens duplicat umbras ! 
Qualis nunc fenior, quantilim mutatus ab illo, 
Davide, quern turba, ad ripas eflfufa, rucbat 
Expeftans reducem ; cum littora fervere late 
Profpiceres, omnemque rapi Jordanis arenam. 
Sorte pari, angelka^ quondam ja£lantior aulse, 
Pe&iper impulfus ruic e fuperis laribus dux : 
Sorte pari, sethereos vanefcerc fenfit honores 
Languidus, 8c vaftam traxit per inane, ruinam* 
FoEDERE concuflb (quo non. praefentius uUum 
Sub reditu rebus dubiis affulferit omen) 
Quis populi rumor ? quas nunc opprobria ja£lat 
Vulgus iners ? uno quondam conftriila manip'lo 
Agmina dlfcufGt Boreas ; & turbine casco 
Auralevis vacui torquet ludibria cceli. 
Nee metus e(l armis regem fe opponere noftris, 
Pradidiis orbum, atque boftilt indagine feptum. 
Die, in amicitiam coeant, & fcedera juagam. . 
Niliacje genres': at non Hebraea juve&tus 
. Arma & opes Pharias, at non fecial iaxaftra 1 
ludignans ferer, atque* cxterni ppproteia Manir.' 
3 Di-. 
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Diterfas agit interea fub pef):ore curas^ 
£t nota Fharao molittir fraude fupino 
Infidias regi^ crefcenti incendia bello. 
Sed neque Jefliei comites focia agmina jungent 
I^turi auxilium Jebits, gectique nefandee.^ 
Kfto tamen, pariles mictant in pra?lia turmas : 
Mox fraAae ftudiis, & adh{tc Mavortc fecuoda 
Diffiltent vires, Jeffidaeamque relinqoent 
Hinc i I line aciem florentes n?re caterva^* 
Me dace» fubfidunt proceres regale perofi 
Imperium; fasvitque animis ignobile valgus. 
Aufpice me, jundis feriunt clamoribus auras 
ReUigio.& nuUo con(lri£ta licentia nodo. 
Quod fupereft, fi te firmantem pubUca cernant 
Armis arma tub, pariterque in bella ruentem. 
Quae virtus alacres quas fpes arreAa cohortcs 
Excicec I & quantis furgat tua gloria rebus ! 
Nee laudis fonitum, & tenuem (ine corpore vitam 
(Qualis vere novo hilares flos pafcit ocell6s 
Pifta vcfle decens, & verficoloribus alis) 
Porrigimus; folido fceptri dohabimus auto. 
Atque equidem ut fatear, long^ faftigia regni 
Prasftaty & oblatam, populo pkudente, curojem 
Scandere, quam fi atavos & avorum antique rqnares 
Nomina, Noa^t jaAans chirographa ligni." 

Fifyierat. Quid non juvenilia pedora €<%ic 
Laudis facra fames, blandis accenfa favencikm 
Plaufibus, & famae ftimulis excita futura? ? 
Imperii in term quaaqoam non sequa libido« 

Igoeiijii 
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Jgoeus eft olli vigor, & CGcleftis origo* 
Cumque animos, faperis gratiifima cura, viriles 
Tangit honos, tant&m nimis alto pedore fpiranc 
JEthcream fenfum, & diyinse femina flammae. 

Jgne*calens multo juvenis, mentifque anitnlque 
^mulus angelici, virtucis calle relidlo, 
Fertar in obiiquum ; penitiirque in corda reccptsr 
lodulget fama?^ popularique intumet aurl. 
AiTcnfu tandem dubio dum fluAuat heros, 
(Nam vel adhuc patriae fubiit pietatis imago) 
Incipit effari.^ — " Quid me prp iegibus arma 
Ferre juvet trepidis, libertatemqne tueri ? 
Rite parens magnl populos ditione gubernat^ 
Riti fidem vigil & facratas protegit aras. 
Diledam caputs Ifacias juftiiEmus unus 
Qui tenuit virgas, & fervantii&mus aeqni ; 
Cui Deus imperium Brmat, cui militat aether* 
Quis pe(;us ereptum vacuis nunc plorat in arvis } 
Cui fua non juftse defertur caufa querelas > 
Millia quot facilis pefti devota futurs 
Juffit adbi^c fpirare^ & amic& vefcier auri I 
Quanto ille obnixus noftris molimine cuftos 
Jnvigilat curis ! pla^cidam qua? gratia frontenv 
Temperati & raro perfufos {anguine fafces^ 
Sin nulla effrsnas moUit dementia gentes^ 
Ufque fuum Divo defendit judice crimen 
Jeffides. Sed enim patrias acuifle fecures 
Quid juvet, & duri flagro infonuifle tyranni? 
His Nilum premar imperiisj his fa^viai armis 
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Trux Pharao : JaVct hunc magna dbmniarter aulS; 
Himc tcfidcs frsEmarc animos, &' inertia corda* 
Si tamen invifas genitor niolitur habenas^ 
Abramidis fatnos fub pcffore fufcitat ignes 
Iiivida temperies cceli, & Sirius ardor. 
Mene acies ergo ducentem, me quoque tanged 
Communis furdr^ & fcelerati infania belli ? 
Judseos (eflx)) fummi de culmine regni 
Trudat, & erept& Jebios in fede reponat ; 
Flere meum eft: ultra ferar ? imperiofa coerect 
LuAantes natura manus, & temperat iras. 
Plebifcita fuo licet afleruiffe tribuno : C^^* 

Sanguine fed dextram banc patrias jus imbuit ; & 
Dimittent alios^ capient me bella nocentera. 
Me pater extenfae cumulato munerc dextrae 
Occupat; et votis nondum fpirantibus inftat. 
Quo potuii facilis civem perducere princeps, 
Afcendii fupraqtie nihil nifi regna reliqiii. 
Ilia fed*' (Ingemuit, mcdiaque in voce receffit) 
** Marte ferox, & ftirpe prior, fibi vendkat h'ero^. 
Nam pater ut'placid^ demum fopitus in urna^ 
Fila manu increpitans, coeleftem perfonct aulamj^ 
Angelici pars una chori ; mox Integra proles 
Arripiet fceptrum, vellaevi tranlitis haeres. 
Ille odiis quailquam populi jadatus iniquis, 
Ufque tamen fidens animi ftetit omnia contra, 
Securufque fui. Rerum qui fanftior ordo 
Hunc colrt^ & magnaj (fortiffima peftora) turmae 
Infignem virtute ducexn, ac fulgentibus armis : 

Turba 



Turba gravem bellis dextram, & JMaForte fecundo 
^Terribilem celebrant externa j domeftica, fidam : - 
Obfequii, princcps; laudum praecotiia, fpargk . 
Perque orbem, p6rque aftr^ fuperbae buccina famasc 
Hunc facilem plebs dura canet, ciitn ffontc ferena 
Surgentes animos, & amico temperet aeflus 
Luniine, Jelfeas ftirpis non degener haeres* 
Ergone me parcas, & ineluftabile fatum 
Incufare juVet, quod non arriferit aether 
Nafcenti, magno nee turgent fanguine veni ? 
C^anquam (O !) fi dederit mihi me, fi numcn aq* 

helanti 
Aut aliud genus, aut alias fub pe£^ore flammas 
Sortitum, baud dubi^ fubmerfum flirpe vigorem 
Fregerit : & tantos anima? reftinxerit igncs ! 
Fallor ?— 

An tumidus fecvet circura prasCordia fangqis ? \ 
lila pacris Virtus materno in limite claudi 
Indignata furit. Quid inerti compede cingor 
Semideus ? parilem quid non infufa per artus 
Mens a^itat molem, & magno fc corpore mifcet ? 
Eft hie, eft animus, focii qui corporis asgras 
Vix patitur fordes ; qui clauftra invifa refugic j 
Imperiique capax arreftse immurmurat auri : 
Regna petas, tantae liceat fuccumfoere culpse : ^^ 
Regnandi fu peris non eft ingrata libido/* 

Quern fimul ac nutantem Orci umbrarumqud 
fatelles 
Viderir, ut ceffit vix tandem frigida virtus> 

Vol. 11. Eb Inftat 
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Inftat anhelantl praeccps, urgetque, premitque, 
Inccrtditqu'c atnimum diftis, atqu'e aggerat iras. 

** Haud tafitas homitfum divihnque aeterna potef- 
Irrgcnti ffuftra (iumlirat fub' pcftore dotes. [taS 

Quae tc fata matnent f quali tibi fargefe rcgna 
Aufpicio certics ! non his vlrttrtibus alto 
Mercedcra imperio dederit fots aiqna minorem : 
Sic mca fulfifti, fit te tiia lingua refellit. 
Sed neque me patrii trail'quilla potentia regn? 
SoUicitat: quanquam fublimi ffOnte verendr 
Regibus, & valido debentur fceptra tyranno; 
Qu]d quamvis lafcivo indulget vota popello, 
Et cumulat, quos non licuit meruiflc, favores ? 
At protenfa manus pronos in munera reges 
Arguit, & facilcs ; genii, non peftoris, index. 
Turn datur excuffis late difcurrere frsenis, 
Cum manibas laxas aurigsf remittat habenas. 
Quin age, fundat opes, exhauftceque incubet arciC; 
Et fruftra cautura compellet voce fenatum. 
Donee, qui mifero ficlus protenditur, una 
Divulfum trahat imperium, & venalia jura. 
Moliri infidias, & ruptjc fbeJera p^Cfs 
Ex€Utere» his humeris, frqua eft, ea cura recambcr. 
Et cum -jrger loculo quadrans fufpiret in imo, 
Nos peret ; ?c fumptis ponet Regalia nummis. 
At nudo U Quh latcri bonus h-cevci Achates, 
I autor (ne dubiteN) Jebiorum, & verna Canopi, 
A' :1'et invifi : dont^c ftipantibus orbum 
jcliK:;?r! u:rmis fccKlie vaga buccina fanice 

Con* 
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Concinati & nafo populus fafpendat adunco. 
His fuper, haeredem (mihi formidabile noracn) 
Sufpeflumque dedi 5 & verbis odia afpera movi. 
Ipfa fuum virtus noflris fubjefta querelis 
Praecipitat dbininum : ruit ingens mole fui vir: 
Dum totd juvdnes fpargunt convitia pago ; 
Atqiie hoftefm late clamat longseva feileftus. 
Vciialis proftabit honos, cadet hoftia pleiiis 
Jus & fas loCulis ; tioflroque litabitiir aUro. 
Inde luuin leges & plebifcita Coafta 
Firraabunt litulum; Jeffida?bfquc favdres 
Eiiciet duris urgens in rebus cgeftas. 
Sin ruat Ih las^vum tanta? fiducia caufas ; 
Sccptra islttien junfti dederint fuffragia vulgi : 
Scilicet imperii (populi grave pignus) eodcm 
Quo dantur fafces pdflunt authore revelli. 
Nee, quanquatn refto miffus de tramite, plebcm 
Jus habet in dominam^ quern Tors male deftinati 

hseres 
Quid quamvis avido folium prohibemus ? at uno 
Vulnere communem juvat avertifle ruinam. 
Pridem animos experta fuos Hebra^a juventus 
Haud feret humanis profcindi terga flagellis, 
Qui£ prius aetherias audens excufTit habenas. 
I nunc, & curas, & jus obtende paternum, 
Armorum fcelus, & venturse opprobria famae : 
Vox populi, f^cilem cui nee Deus abnuit aurem, 
Spemque dabit menti dubias, folvetque timorem» 
Neve 5inim©s valeatpieras fimulata virilcs 

B b 2 Flee- 



Flcftcre ; Naturae funt h^ docmncnt^ magiftra? : 
Ncmpc catus geBitor^ lopgDin ^u6 prorog^t ^yvm^ 
Ofcula filiolo libans ia iq[iagine tiv^^ 
Se fovct, inquc fuis fc tantuqi ampleftitur ulnis. 
Vel patrium doais paribus teftetur araorctti, 
Vcl dubias ultra ceffct praetcndcrc fraudes. 
Haud vano patrem lufit Dcus onime, fceptrum 
Qui dedit, aeterni moivumentum & pignus amoris* 
Crcdibile eft inais paftorem arftfle meduUis, 
Cui thn formofi pecoris dedit cfle raagiftrum. 
Quod fi te gremio libuic fo?iffe patcrno^ 
Tc carara ante omnes fobolen:i, quid fceptra meren^r 
Abnegat ; invifufque ift regnum quaeritur haeres i 
Ergone (t curam coeli, pictati^ altamnum 
^aftat ? & haeredem titula fraudarc patronis 
Diis placuk ? Fratri rcrum commHTa poteftasy 
Tc fterilis glebae, cmenfi te jugera q^mpi 
Agnofcent dominum ; et, pleno dare vela favori- 
Si juvet, atcipies, qua jam pater ante folebat 
Strident! miferu^ cithara difperdere carmen. 
Quinetiam folio qui proximus imminet hsres. 
Per tenues nebulas, per fi^i nominis umbras, 
Aeriafque fuperficies vcftigia tonge 
Obfervata memor legit ; & profpcftat euntem : 
Et, quanquam obduftum premat alto corde dolorcm/ 
Ufque agit infidias ; et, quas racer, afperat irasV 
Utque leo, quem jam coHefia fatigat edendi 
Ex longo rabies, iocautam forte catervam 
Si vider, ille dolos oculis meditatur apertis,: 
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jEc vigil obliqud declinat lamina fomno ; 
Rugitus prectiit horrificos, & contrahit ungues 5 
Tandem ubi palantes juxta confpexerit hoftes^ 
Profilit e latebrisy & fukse verbere caudse 
Duftores ipfos ccelo capka alta ferentes 
Sternit humi praeceps; negleftum Tulgud, & omnem 
Hue illiic mifcet nemora inter frondea turbam. 
Ergo age^ rumpe moras ; certaudum eft cominus 

armis ; 
Sat paci precibuique datum. Stet fraagerc bello 
Hoftiles acies, autcert« occumberc morti. 
Stringe manu ferram : defenfae fanguine y\19 
Abfolvet natura fcelus. Torpcfcere vulgo 
Ncc vacct, & duros armorum expendere cafus^ 
Ne taciti fudent, ne provida peftora terror 
Occupet ; & nond^m commiffo Marte recedant 
Admotam arripias falcaTi temporis anfam ; 
Dumquc pater fupereft, dubii jus affere fegni ; 
Neu quis fciife doles poGlt^ te finge parentis 
Devotum caput armato cuftode tueri ; 
Quetn conjuratis in aperta pericula turmis 
Hinc raperent holies, hinc cseca fraude clientes* 
Et quis Jeflkae referet penetralia mentis ? 
Forte vetat timor, & placito lijd:atur amori^ 
Ufque licet jun<fti communia fo^dera Jedi 
Incendaqt animum, & ftimulos fub pedore ver^- 
Vincit cura fui, fraternaeque impetus ira*. [fentj 
Atque adeo vetitos jubet extorquere favores, 
Ipfe n>iaw : ut qua? dubii s fuccumbere votis 

B b 3 Ardet 
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Ardet amans meretrix ; et, quos fugit^ glUcic ignes. 
Sit via vi : mifta ciitr\ jam fubriferit ira, 
Aggredere ; & gratas lp£):anti immitte catenas* 
Qui regeqi fpplias, tibi fas fpefarc falutetn ; 
Et captiva fuum cpmit^ntur jqra tyraDnum/* 

His didis tilaqda lapfu3 per vifcera flaininl 
Incenfum ii^irp juvenepi infjammabaf amore. 
Purus adhuc fcieleris (nifi quQ4 fcjcju^ efiet amad), 
Nee faftu tumidus, fufo nee fanguine gaudens^ 
Vixerat (heu !) quanta potus fpper^thera farna| 
Si purum haufiffet venis & fanguine regem j 
Natalefye forent, coglo ridente, niinores, 
Digna quidem incaluit generofo in peftpre virtus^j 
Quae gravidamimperiis gentejn frsenaret ; &omneni 
(Ni patriam mallet) fub legC3 mitteret orbeni. 
Cum tamen ingentes animos habet alta libido 
Imperii, praeftat madido deflere reatum 
Lumipe quam nigro fcelus infignire lapillq. 
Olli necppe animp fpe$ larga infederat imo 
Plebcjos tentandi aditus : iic pofle revelli 
Rivales ^d fceptra n^anuj. Hinc ducere turmas 
Iq fcelys ardpqtes placuit, Fof Dusque maligna 
Arte fequi ; & irabido fimul infanijre popello. 

Haj dum facqndo meditatur pe(fU)re fraudes 
Achitophel, querulas ypcat ad fua caftra cohortesj 
Atque animat jwnftas ftudia in cpntraria partes. 

Prima mali lal^es, procerum maqus emicat ar- 
dens, 

quos plebeius amor, verique fimillimus error 

Impulse 
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Impulit in Isevum ; quos nuUo claufa poteftas 
Limite follicitat^ r^nique extenfa libido* 
Hos patriae fanfitus rapuit per c^eca viarum 
Libera atis hones, atque Omnipoientis alumnum 
Jus populi, donee laxun^ ingemuiife videres 
Imperium, & rupta penitus compagc revelH^ 
Auci facra fames alios jubet impete cspco 
Civiles mifeere m^Qus ; 3c publiea jura, 
Temporibus dubiis, private* obiencjerc fraudi, 
His gravis imperii moles, & inutilp poqdus 
Arguitur princeps, fceptro qyi nixus iaerti 
Nunquam larga fui reparet difpeodia damni* . 
Frugi homines ! patrio Jeffideq pellerc regno 
AggrefB, nimio quia conftirit imperitari. 
^orum pone legunt (ut mos) veftigia linguae 
Venalcs, raupi vaga tintinnabula vulgi, 
liaec leviora tamen. — Solymaeura protinus agmen 
Ancipites ftringunt gladios, & utrinque iaceffunf 
Jeffiden, pariterque viro, pariterque tyranno 
Infenfi ; pia gens, jampridem exqre tumultus 
f doi^a, & motis in feditionibifs audax. 
OUis, rex patrias ft forte rcYiferitoras, 
Protinus arreftse furgunt in vertice (:ri(l:ap, 
Incaluere animi : fejj & l^os tameq ufqqe juvaret 
Pfcula viftrici fjxiiTe tren^entia d^xtras. 
jEmula gen5 fcplerum, Jebijcsp quae pedis honqrem 
Indignata, pares in fofdera mifcuit artes, 
Et majp rivales aniipoii pe^oris iras. 
{^as rapir, has animat bella in civ^li^ turii^a^ 

Bb 4 Myfc^^ 
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Myftarum lymphata cohors, quos tempore longoi 
Rapius honos agitat, retitique injuria fani. 
Ergo iterant folitas artes, & com pita raiico 
Guttur^ pervolitaqt ; fanftique afflaminis peftro 
bacchantes, grati pofcunt moderamina coeli : 
Cum foliti junflis fasvire in regna flagellis 
Linigerique greges, trabeataque turba vocarmt 
In prasdam^ partemque Deum. Nam fceptra nepotj 
Quis negat Aronico, pietas fi fceptra rependat? 
Hi ducunt agmen. Qui quanquam baud nare fagaci 
Veftigcnt adiins omnes, omnemque pererrent 
Arte locum ; magnis tamen a^tbcra VQcibus impleptj 
Et penitus rupti quatiunt fundamJna regni. 
Pone fubit ^ardis inhiaps ad pulpita verbis 
Sanfta pobors, vcterifque tenens veftigia flammae: 
Hrs gravis eft rerum facies, & lucidu$ ordo ; 
Etertiffe juvat ftrp^as ad fidera moles: 
Nee tamen everfas juvat inftaurarp ruinas. . 
Plepior bine numerus denfatas explicat al^s ; 
Mentis inops, lingua melior : quo§ c*a&ca libido 
De patribus, populoque, penatibus, & magnis dii^ 
SoUicitat, natufque intracunabula fervor: 
Quos uffit Jcbici pariter, Stygiique tyranni 
Immortale odium, & nunquan^ fanabilq vulnus. 
His, licet invitis (neque (^nim, ffi judice^^ qucnquaiq 
Sanftorum invafit fidei male lubricus er^or) 
Cceleftes facili patuerunt cardine valvse. 
Ecce faces belli !— Sunt & Lernsea propago. 
Sunt & multifidas foecundo e ve?:tice crifts, 
jQuas nimius memoraffe labor.— 

Ante 
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ABSOLON ET ACHITOPHEL. 37^ 

Ante aciem fulgent proceres.'— Stat limine primo 
Hortator fcelerum Zimri *, cui penduta motu 
Mens fluitat dubio, tanquam contraxerat omnem 
Hinc illinc genium, & quocunque fub «there nati 
Peftoris ambageitit Difto fermone moveri 
Difficilis, pravique tenax; fed moribus anceps 
^Iternis ailimum nunc hue, nunc dividit illuc. 
In part6fque rapit vicibus j perque omnia verfat ; 
Jit, pri&s emenfum quam Luna recurrat in orbem, 
Pem popuji tra£lat, tibicinis, atque cbymiftse. 
Mox Veneri indulget, laurufve ad carmina mordct, 
Aut piftis inhiat tabulis, aut pocula torquet. 
Adde vagos cerebri lufus, quibus impetus iden^ 
Et dedit, & rapuit, vix dpm fpirantibus, ortum, 
O felix animi rabies ! qui femper, & omni 
Nofte, dieque poteft alieuos fumere mores. 
Plli (dum argurum mentis diftringat acumeij) 
V.el placuit plenis pr^conia fpargere buccis, 
Mordacefve fales verfo fufpendere nafo. 
Hoc ftetit in votis, patrios difperdere cenfus, 
Immeritps magnis opibus donarc clientcs. 
Vix tandem, ui loculis elapfa pecunia plenis 
Fluxerat, jgnava? fenfit ludibria turbae: 
Dpm funs huic lepor arrifit, cultoribus aurum. 
Dein multo folituix> buccas inflare cachinno 
Aula fugat.-r-CsecQS turn primum excire lumuItU8|. 
Et rapere incenfos caftra in contraria ciyes. 
At non plebeiis unquam bellator in armis 
Emjcuit princeps : lanto par folus honori 

• Dux Buckinghamicnlis, 

Signlfec 
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Bignifcr Achitophel : later! cui proximus hserc^ 
Abfolon^ & focias molitur pedore curas. 
Ergo ubi jam raifero pcccandi fola voluntas 
Spr'puerat fceleris labem, non fponte malignos 
Dcfcruit coctus, prid^m dcferps ab jllis. fnores 

Stemmata quid rcfcram ? Quid carrpine dignerho-? 
Patricios, feriemque rudcm ? — Fulgentibus ordo 
Emicuit m^lior criftis, cui bellica virtus, 
Aut plebs^ aut cicharse cordi. Dein ^minafUpant;, 
£t proceres titulo teq^s f et, bona turba, mariti. 
Exulet his ergo (proh turpia nomina !) chartis 
Frigidus in venerpm Caleb*, & membroGor aquo 
Balamus -j^. Sed iBc hunc oblivia longa rccondant. 
Qui I nova pafchali condivic fercuJa ccena^. 
Cana fides multos, & junftas foed^ra dextne ; 
Hos fua dcfendit folido raunimine virtus: 
Hos prohibent meritis fcelerum faflidia flagris, 
Ac procul hinc, procul ite foras vps, ultima duri 
Fa'X populi, parcus cui fi,qxit cprda Prometheus, 
£t cautus nullos princeps induKit honoris. 

Nee Jonam§ noflrls vacat inferuiffe libellis, 
QuanqqaiT^ hujueris tenus a collo palearia pendent; 
Quanquam jus dederit fcejeri, legumque finifter 
Interpres plebeiam a^nigmate fanxerit iram. 

Proximus huic (longo nee proximus intervallo) 
Stat Shiraei ||) facro jampridem percitus ceftro jj 
Et regale caput Stygias damnare paludi 

■'* Comes Huntingdonienfis. 
f Domiiuis Grey. 
I Dominus Ho\vard dc Efcrick, 
^ Dominus Guliclinus Jc ncj. 
[i \ ice -conic b Bethel , 

A^fus^ 



ABSOX.ON ET ACHI'TPFHEJ.. tfj 

i^ufus^ adhuc nudis teneri lanugine m^liSf 
jSed caro fceleri venerandae intada crumenap 
Obftat relligio ; Sc ipeti^entem fabbata vincfjC 
Auri fanftus amor^ lucrfque arredla cupidq. 
Illc quidem teftcs jur^rp & fallerc divo$ 
Horruit ; at rcguin fi detcftal^ile nomeq 
Auribus imbiberit, fpralj protinps oxp 
Jntonati irarumque ompes effundit habenas. 
Ut ^andem^ tremulos priyata ^d tjeippla fufurro; 
Fundere, & occultas (ut mos) Jnpe&ere fraifde^ 
Edoftus^ p^eno cuftos inhiarit aceryo ; 
Tarn cari capitis fudorem urbs grata repcndit, 
Gcftandafquc dedit (pretium non vile) fecures. 
Dextra tenet ftriftam Nemefin ; it peftore fumniq 
Plexitis obtorti per collum circulus aurit 
Turn placidi fluxere dies, & nefcia rumpi 
Gaudj^ ; tupi nudq licuit copvitia fceptro 
Ingercre, & StygUs baccjiari impune cateryis. 
Scilicet, intadlf qiiamyis npn pfodigus auri, ' 
Ufcjue taipen fcelerum fqcios, furm|fque nefandas 
Ample^i mirp Shimei propcrabat amqre. 
Et conjuratum fi forte cojverit agraen, 
Aufi vipereas Jeffidas intendere Ijnguas, 
Vertitur in medip Shimej j cqpiufque malignos 
Np H)Qveat, focias effundit peftore diras. 
Quod fi aliquis caro fanftprpra de grege reding 
Jlorruerjt, culpa^ vcferis f^us atqqp tacendae^ 
Bardiacus judex datur haec punire Volenti, 
f^em jubct in fratrem laxas dare legis habppas 
Jynft:;s amor fceleruin, 8c cognato in vulnere yuln«S| 

Nam 
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Nam quid agunt leges ? durom & grave regibus 

agmen 
Caeco umbone tegunt, fiduiti genus eufe fcddunt. 
Si qua tribunitiis fuccedant otia curis, 
(Quippe ingens fcelus eft, ignavo elabier horam) 
Moris erat, fcriptas in vulgum fpargere chartas, 
Regem immane qucri, durum quern mercibus hof- 

tern 
Arguit, & populo nimium grave pondus anhelo. 
Et, vivum ingenii qu6 fortitis iret acumen, 
Non vctitas proles Hechabitica pareior uvse. 
Nulla meri cuftos vacuis ftetlt amphora celHs ; 
Rara tribunitias onerant convivia menfas; 
Dedidicit veteres tandem coquus immemor artes j 
Igne focus nullo lepuit : fed peftore flamma? 
Vis fedet, atquc olidam verfat mens atra culinam, 
Tanta hyemis, gelidlque laris revereniia multls 
Succutiat latus, & tremulos de more cachinnos 
Eliciat ; fed enim fauftum ftat civibus omen. 
Scilicet urbs, rapidos quae jam confidit in ignes, 
Cautos jure legat dominos, qui fomite nullo 
Alliciant laefo demiffa incendia coelOf 
Servorum ille animis fuperce convivia menfse 
Indulgcns, ventres modio cafrigat iniquo 
Came parum faturos ; nempe hinc accenfa libido 
Moverat Ifacidas ; dirique infania belli. 
Sanc'^ius ergo colit tenerandi dogmata faxi. 
Quod Mofcm Sinici facra ad faftigia clivi r» 
Vjdcrat intaftis lux quadragefima labris» 

Caetcrti 
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Cetera de genere hoc,. a.d^Q funt multa, loquacem 
Delaware valent (quamvis in Foe d era) teftem. 

Null^ tamen mepiori Coram * lux eximet sevo, 
NuiU unquam caeca rapiet fub nube vetuftas. 
Erigc adorandi capitis decvis, erige frontem 
Sifyphiam, & folido circuip-fepium os orichalco. 
Eia age, cpgnati vivax Terpen tis imago. 
Indue feftivas f^cro veUmine gentes ; 
Securumque gregem viridi tege protinus umbra. 
Quid fi humili naius lare fit ? tamen ante cometcs 
Terrenas feces bibit, atque infaufta vaporum 
Semina, quam laevo contriftat lumiae coelum : 
Et, fua frondenti quae cingat tempora lauro. 
Par rcgum pqeris textoris fordida proles. 
111c ad roftra fremens fparfa dum primus arena 
Testis Oyat, tumido venturam iq fasculafemam 
Detulit haeredi, longumque nepotibus asvum. 
Cui dubixim eft, magnoceoferi fanguine teftes 
Qui tulera^it Isetos Stephani de morte triumphos ? 
Lcvitica nofier deduxit ftemmata virga ; 
Qui ratus eft ordo (fecTi pro more) Tonantis 
Grande fatellitium, & magni gens optima coeli* 
Trifte fpnat vox rauca, cavis ftaqt fedibus orbes : 
(Ufque adeo nee bile jccur nee fanguine fervet) 
Vim magnam ingenii, & miras fub pedtore dote^ 
Arguit imtniffi fpatium admirabile menij. 
Ore fedet rubicundus honos, & fulgura vuhus 
Mofaici ; nitidoque tnicat frons digna facello/ 
Mcas rcrum ufque tenax pocuit (mirabile diftu !) 

• Titus Oatefius, 

7 Coat- 
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Concilia^ atque Impar fidei fcelus ordine longo 
Eruere, arcanofque dolos, fefieitique prbfundam; 
Qux tamen baud fidam credas fudiiTe tabellatn : 
Ecquis enim taiitas potuit difponere fraudes ? 
Multa animi faera vis^ & mens diviria futuri 
Jnfperfit chart is i fed enim fub fine labanfi 
Succurrit tefti vates, atque omina firmat. 
l^lurima nodxirni referunt ludibria fomni ; 
Soiiicet excuffit fibi fe, fruiturquc Deorum: 
Colloquio : nine magnus puUata vefte facerdos 
Emicat, ignotum Phoeba&a p6r oppida nomeil. 
Aft illi memoris quanquam vis mira cerebri, 
Haud minus argutum mentis ptaeftabat acumen : 
Ncmpe illo dubias munivit robore cWtas, 
Et popuii arrifit genio (fie fata ttahebanf ) 
Hdrrendas Jebiiim cades, atqiie arma frementi. 
Gens tamen Ifacias fi quando infenfa quieti 
Efife putet claufi fid:a internuncia coeli 
Tradidit arcano quascunque voiumine Corah, 
Ufque luet meritas asquo fub judice pcerias : 
Nam quaeiium qui tollit, idem facit occideriti. 
Quod mihi fi' Corse factato muhere fungi 
Sors haud la*va daret, quifquis foret ille viforuifi,. 
Qui tanto intaftum macularet crimine nomen, 
Excuteret vigili damnofa oblivia menti t 
Sic flat, finitis a tergo appendere chartis. 
^ternas ilium maculas infpergere famae 
JefliC^B rabies demiffi ccelitus oeftri 
Jiupulit, (& nimius circum praecordia fervor. 

At 
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At quantus pietatis honos ! cui libera Ungual 
Vis datur, & nuUam fubitura licentia legem. 
Inde trahi lioiit Cors^ clamdribus iifdem^ 
Quels Saiilum increpuit vates animdfus^ Agagutn 
Pratrahere in iriedios, jufls^que oppdnere morti. 

Cstera turba pares mifcens in Fobdeiia chartas 
(Quos amor admovit, prfetiive infana libido) 
Coraics jundto fuccedcnt ordine claffi : 
Nempe dmnes uno cenfentur nomine Testes. 

Ergo Lares patriosjuvenis, magnamque relinquitf, 
Stipatus variis hide inde clientibtis,. aulam : 
Sitbdit' laudis amor flimulos^ dat frxna furenti 
Ardua fpes ; dubiique animat vicinia regni. 
Undique vifendi ftodio juveniimque fenumque 
Circumfufa ruit mantis, & profpeftat euntenl '^ 
Attonitis inhians animis.— Volat ille per urbes, 
Confiliumque tegens vuku, fpem fronte ferenat* 
Poplitc genua cadunt humili, cervice reflexa 
Hftc caput atque illuc humero ex utroque pependit^ 
Arte vagos oculos, & membra decora juventee 
Temperat, arte maniJ$. numerofque modofque lo- 

quendi 
Inflruit ; & populiim compcllat vocibus ultro, 

Nomine quemqiie vocans. 

Ergo animi accitis hinc dotibus, hinc bene cult» 
Nativo fplendens, taciro per pedlora lapfu 
Se blande infinuat : dein trifti lumina vultu 
Dejedtus, gemitiifquc trahcns in verba decoros, 
Taudem pauca refer t ; fed mollibus apta querelis 
» LeLc 
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Lene cadunt, dubiseque fluunt accommoda fraudi. 
Non fic Hyblseis demanant flumine lento 
Mella favis, parilive animosdulcedine mulcent, 

*^ Haud levis, indigena^ cives, haec pe(3x)raveilri 
Tangit cura mali : fed enim dolor offibus barpt 
Interior,, quod non valeam refcindere duras 
Imperii leges, & iniquo occucrere fato. : 
Ille ego fum magna qui dudum ejcftus ab aula^ 
Pulfus ob invidiam folio fceptrifque paternis ; 

Unum pro cundtis madlor caput, — 

Quod mea fi veftr^ ceffifl'et poena faloti, 

Haeud laevam nunc fortem, averfaque fata dolerem: 

Scd fuper his (proh trifte nef^s !) dulciffima quoa* 

dam 
LiMRTAS pa trio's mecum concuSTa penates 
Deferit, & tenues cvanida ceffit in auras. 
Quinctiam tumidi circ^tn vetus accola Nili 
Clafle vaga fpolia ampla rapit, Tyriaeque juventse^ 
Parva raanus, noftris late rex imperat undis: 
Nee minus in ritus faevit Jebufita facerdos* 
At genitor, facrum femper raihi nomen, iaerti 
Dum torpens aula refides inglorius annos 
Ducit, & externo male fedulus incubat auro, 
Jkrti fenior Bathfliebseis elanguit ulnis. 
Ille fibi infeftum fceptrum quatit ; arcet amicos^ 
Ercptifque caput titulis hoftile coronat. 
lUc (nee indignor) mihi jus rapit : asftuo, Cives^ 
In fua quod praeceps, & publica commoda peccat. 
Hunc penes eft unum turbati foedera regni ; 

Excutei^e^ 
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Excutere, & validis fsevire impan^ flagelUs* 
Accipice has ergo lacrymas (lacrymantia terfit 
Lumina) quando aliud mlfero nihil ifte reliquit. 
Non patrias ha?c artha gravis delator ad aures 
Incufec, tacito geminans deli£la fufurro i 
His etiam in pattern confurgat filiiis arrni^* 
Atque utinani folio qui proximus ailidet haeres^ 
Me, me unum madidos tergentem fpedet ocellos!'^ 

Sflspe leves animos format decus atque juVentas 
Occupat, & pulchro veniens de corpore vittus ; 
At commune bonuoi Talet, sjecem&mque t^ebit : 
Neve illi deeruht juofti fuflfragia Tulgi, 
Qui mala privatis immircet publica d^unnis* 
Turba gravis fceptro^ placidifque inimica tyrannls^ 
Pr^efenti turgcnt Mefliae numine, junftd 
Mefliam fublime ferunt ad Gdera pUuAi* 
Ille tolans Celfo feftiva per oppida curru, 
Dulce folum grati ludrac Canaanis ; Si omnem 
Metitur fadiis^ (Phoebes lampadis inftar) 
Vefper ab E60 qui diftat cardine, terram. 
Circfim equites, peditciquc, & praecedentia longi 
Agminis officia glomerant ; it nuntia fama 
Per populos : crtfbris refonat clamoribus aether. 
Si quibus auguftus fiiccedat fedibus hofpes, 
Ulum omnes geniumque locij»^ famulumque Tonantis 
Voce vcfcant : diyfimque viro dignantur liohorcs. 

Ante* alios lautas explicuit coQvivia menfae 
Iflachar *^ o'cciduis jlm tiim notilllmus ovk. 
Hie aulas decor, & lafcivas gloria pompan. 

* TliemM Thpmt^ arm. 
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Ufque licet populi blande gratantis ocellos 
Luferit attonitos, fpeciofum crimen obumbriat : 
Nempe has Achiiophel vafro fub peftore fraudes 
Struxctat, iit dubips plebcio in corderecefllis 
TefiPtarer, caecofque anirais excuderet ignes % 
Infcnfum p.cnitus fociis fecerneret agmen ; 
Betiantefqne acies expenderet, ante recurvse 
Quam Tis rauca tubae duri canac omina belli. 
Ufque tamen npdem cceptis immifcuit atram 
Fiftus amor regumj fceptrique ruentia fata, 
Relligio vetus, & curarum dulce levamen, 
(Nomina decepto femper placitura popelio) 
Quin & Jcffaeae perrumpent ftamina vitse 
Fraternique doli, vetitique injuria lefti.' 
Ergo iheatrali peftis latet afpera pompa, 
Et bona pax taciti molitur femina belli. 

Heu fami cives ! quos nunquam exercita fatis 
Sors dpmuit, fimili pronos irine^ier hamo, 
Antiquffque dolis. Quae vos fortune quietps 
Sollicitat, dirique jubet contagia morbi 
Fingcre, adhuc validrsjuvenili robbre nervis j 
Rimari dubias incerta per oraina clades j 
Regibus.haeredes imponere, jura Tpnanti^ 
Ergo fui populus venturique arbiter ayi 
Imperii excuifas alio defle£lat habenas i 
Tuna cadet indomito jm & fas prseda fuxQfh 
Et cuicunque licet bacchari impune tyrannp^i. , 
Nequicqukm auCplciis legumj| fcriptifquj; tabeilis 
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Kitimur, & placidx jaOamtis miinia V\i^, 
Si lex arbitriO regali ceflerit ultro* 
Quod fi plebei^ fallaci examine librae 
Vis refti fteterit, rtglimque ticarius ordd 
Commiffas fidei gtftet dc more fccures ; 
Aut hoc nafcentis dud^m ad pHmotdia regni 
invaluit paftura, atlt nullo vim detiillt ^vo* 
Regia qui niidis admdrubt fceptra iacettis, 
Ki paritcr feros trahcireni in fifta nepotcs^ 
Unde funm Adaiiius vciitdra in fecula crimen 
Spargeret ; et, patrium milildo averfatite rcitullii 
jExigcret juft^^ vindcx Rhamnulk pcenas ? 
Tum rabid am priiiceps folitus franarc caicrvam 
Imperio vulgi prcmitur, rei^mque magiftros 
Lege fui popuii iii^gni regit omhipotehs jus* 
Vis rigni^ qua rite bdnom commune tuemur, 
C^aiti male defertur plebi ? Nkm funima pocedai 
Si quando armatae triftis cadat hoftia dejctrae, 
Quis certam rebiis potcrit fponddre falutem ? 
Bed nieque ivlorandi Temper prsik:onia veri 
Spargit vox popuii ; parit^rque drtoris opacis 
Involvi tenebris uni licctj atquc tbhorti. 
Bdlicec iiinocuas virgas plebs aegra laceffet^ 
Qucfta fcelkis duri, ftrag^fque^ & flagra lyranni* 
QuiB daiur inccrto juris menfura popelto 
C^i celer ad metanl ci^m jam defluxerit fatxattly 
*rrudit iter> fapidamque citatior tirgct aquae vim ? 
Kec tUjrbas folum infQrmes, Yolgiimquc profadum 
Hi ftimulam seftus i magnis fanactcus error 

C c !2 Con- 
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CoDciliis irrepfit, & iractioda Diana : 
C^m civile nefas, jundiique infania fcrri 
Feralem imbueret regaH fangaini6 dextram f 
£t B&o augaftom fioedaret crimine nometu 
Quod fi illis ea fit renim conceflfa poieSks, 
£t rapere^ & raptos aliis tranfmittcre fafces^ 
Non tantum regalis honos, atque aemnla co^ti 
Gloria vanefcet moriens ; fed magna fatifcet 
Imperii moles, & rupti machina regni 
Antiquos repetens ortus, ubi Ibrtibus sequis 
Vivimr ; & pleoo liceac dare vela furori. 
Libera fed demur populo fuSragia : — liiun quis 
Kegalem admcKo fedem petat ariete^ quse jam 
Fondere iixa fuo validis radicibus ha^rec ? 
Nam populo^ quacunque gemens fub mole labprct, 
Intendunc duplices mutaca pericula poenas. ^ 

FuLfa quidem hbc illuc aliis refpublica damnis 
Diffrahitur : fed enim null& fnb lege vagantes 
In nova fert animos la^vi inclementia coeli* 
Siqua vetus moles jam jam lapfbra, cadentique 
Imminet aifimili^, dubias fulcire riiHias 
Sis memor, & cremitlos valido tibicine poftes ; 
Haftenus, officii labor eft: fed meta labori 
Hxc (let fixa fuo : (iqnid temerarius Utva 
Molfris, fanSam digito violaveris arcam^ 
Relligione facras asdes^ feni6que verendas 
Eruere, atque. imisjevertere fundamemis^ 
Hoc iflis incnmbat onus, qui turpiter audenr^ 
Qui terra coeloquc ratas exfcindere lege^ 

Aggrcffi 
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Aggreffi domiaos furiali marte Uceflunt^ 
Q\3A^ laxis dim jam burum compagibus omnism 
Mifcuerint peoinis molem, t^m partibus sgris 
(Proh fcelus !) impcn^aai medical roiracula dextr^. 
Ufque adeo herbarum vires, ijitque iavida fucci 
Copia luftratas viciantem tabe medoUas 
Eiiciunt peftem, Scgravioris fetnina morbi. 

Sc quibus ob&fium Jeflides muniat armis I 
Heu nimis infauilum piecas fua regibus omen ! 
FIda cobors raro nunc perfonat atria coetu: 
Regis nempe favor duram fpro tempera!) vulgo 
Acceodit rabiem^ & plebeias afperat iras^i 
At neqoe Jefib^is deerat nunc turba pertclis, 
Inconcufla tenens dubio veftigia regno : 
H08 memorem 1 fequitur memoratum gloria nomen» 

Ante omnes princeps, parv^l (lipante caterv^^ 
Barzillai "* fletit ; ille annis titulifque verei)4n$ 
BarzUlai, qui dextria olim crudele r^bglii 
(Ult/a fpumaotem Jordani f|u minis uqd^n)) 
Extorfit ferrum, ^ furgentes contpdit iras ; 
Hoftili tandem, nee diis, nee viribus asquis^ 
(Heu fruftrl audacem !) turmqs congr^as,. herili 
Succubuic fato, fociofque per omnia Junius 
P^nulit, Scpajibusfixit veftigia curis. 
Donee longa dies patrii confidere terra 
JufTit, & in folido rurfus for^qna locavitt 
Fraus illi nefcire dolos, dtim nomine iblo 
^ulicus, efiufo fparfic vaga munera nimbQ, 
%t f revere pares^ auro crefcente, fayore^t 

* p. de Ormoi^d* 
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Ille opibus juvit^ Yuttu ille accencKl imico 
Bellanten^q[ue ducein^ 8c referentes bella C^mefias^ 
Natorum incanum quondam nuiherofe pareafem 
Turba coronabat * primuni nunc ftirpis honorem*^ 
Speraque domiis orba dokt.-rr^lUum ega ^* femper 

*^ acerbum 
^* Semper honoratum (fic dii yoluiftis) hiabebo.** 
Ilium ego-r-adhuc riridi flarentein robore, kevi$ 
Ereptum aufpigiis, & inlqui erittittC'fati : ' 
Ante tamen fumm» tangemera cukMila- fanVae ; 
Ante & pQuneribus funfitum/quascunque parei;itti ' 
Debuit, aut regi. Properaati meta laboftrm 
Longa .ftcrit, medii longura atquori^ imerralFmTJ; 
Ille ufque pbftariti fpatio^, poft terga itHqait 
'Temporis hand aequa?, pcdibus peinicior^ alas, " 
Onimis anguftl conftrt^us Um'ite gyrj 
Circulus! attoto, qu^qtw^ patct,<mtcgcr orbe. 
Terra tuis infefl^, tuis ruber unda^ triun^ph?*; 
Arma libi in voiis, tibi Mt^rs •& pi-selia cordf/ ^ 
Cum tea Sidonios virtus infra<f^ maniplosi • ^ 

Fulferit, attonitis rediit Nilotkus alis 
Viftor, & alterni erubuit difcrimiha fati* 
^* Heu pietas J heu prifca fides f inviftaquebeUa 
** Dextera-! non illi fe quifqwam irapun^ tuliffet 

^^ Obvius armato*" 

Ah I nimifim Judaea tuis indigna trophceis \ 
^* Immddici^ brevis eft acras, &'rara feneftus.'* 
Pum Ijeva (heu!) noftram raedkantur fidera cladem, 
SucceflFufque Bovos fpeftant, metuuntquc futuros^^ 

* Comes OlTorLje. 
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Te rapit atra dks, Scfunerd mergit acerbo, 
Irrita ne fixi reddas prsefegia coeli. - 

Nunc fugis cxuto terrenae pondcrc molis, 
Et Vagus ^* ihftieii Kmeti miraris Olympf; /* 

*^ Sub pedibos nubelquc vidcns, & fidcra,^ 'oogo 
mine cognatas poffis diducere turn^asf ^ 

Ordine, & infidiis f radio fuccarrerc rcgu \^ 

Side- gradu$ hie, Mufi, tuos; Wc exue pejinsts :' 
Siftc gradus.-— Quis cnim tanti faftigia clivi ' [^ 
Afcenfu fupcrat J— Mihi jam nimis afta petenti, 
Et moeftum rauco modulanti guttutc carmen, ' 
Deficiunt vires.— ^(^id te juvat ufque fflbfatf^ 
O aniraa, crcpto domino ? ni forte fub ambras " 
Fugifti comes ; & lugubrem Kiinc marmorc verftim 
Incidi ^lacuit, monumentum & pigdu^ amoris. 
Ergo age, J>r«cipiti delabcns tfaniite terras ' 
Refpice defertas ; ^infiileolquc per atria regwit ;*; 
Quaere tirum. — Heu fimilem ncquicqnam I — ^Etcc 

dter abillo, 
J.^evitic5e Zadoc *^cuftos faiiftiffimus arce. 
Qui tulft invitus (Judari infigrtia myfbe) 
Fulgentem «i gremia thoraccra", in vertice rtiithram. 
Et juxta: SoJytnaB Praefes ^, quem larga bonorum 
Peftora nobilitant^ & aviti ftemmatis ordo. 

Hefperii Laris Antiflres, c6T copia torrtns 
Picendi, validi fempcr corned iVgnmienti. 

His fuper exemplis jampridem accenfa juventus 
Inftituit primes rcgi mufifque labbres* 
• &oHicet aufpiciis florent rcgalibus; & quas 
Rex habet infeftas, & habent collegia, turmas. 

, * Aichiepifc, Bancroft. f Epifc, Cbmpton. 
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. Hos a calce premunt Judaei gloria roftris 
Qai jaris nodos, & legum sei^igtnata folvunt. 

Exigu^mhinc fidumquecjucam fipfe exp)ica(agi9e|i: 
Ante orone^ Adrie|*i vcnaip natura Itemgnam 
Col tribui(« fplidaeqiie argutum mentis acumen. 
Pierklutii fav^or : ned^it fed 3( ipfe capori$ 
Eloquiam yocalf modis*— Fervente fep^iui^ 
JtjS f^crum aflcrutt regni, jiop turpiter audax* 
Hinc Jeflaeus amor tltulis adjunxit avitis 
Haud mericp nati raptam cje tempore laurum. 

Hue etiam Jothamus f ade(l» cpi divice yena 
Largus f^ exun4ans prompti fluit ingenii fons. 
£4odua f egere occulto fluitantia cpstu 
Confilia. & dublae mqderari frsena catervse. 
11 le y^\ jam medips fenlit 4js;laprus in hoft^^ . 
Feftinata retro praeceps veftigia. torfit ; 
An^ipitemque fuo firmayit ippnderq |at)cem. 
^'I'antam unus trcmula^ Hbras n^qlem int^ljc heros. 

Nune, Mufa, Huihaeum % memQra» eiyilibus iris 
Ja£latiimi popi4ique minis, per iaiqua viarum 
Jcffidae coqaiterai. , Peregrjno (jdere rarunji 
Fludtibus in mediis teneros exefcuit ;^np3i 
Nativafque auxit cana e^perientia dotes. 
Olli parca manus : fegalis parca crumensiy 
Larga fuae, Pleno facile invtgUabis acervq ; 
Scd tenuem cauto moliri pe^prq ga.:?am , , 

\\ Hoc opus, hiq labor eft" -7— 

Turn facra principibus crefcit laogueprc ppteftas. 
Cum fua vulgus emant, cum vepdant jura tyranpit 

* Comes Malgrave. f Dominus Qa(itmoi|(h, 

\ Hyde, Comes RoScnfis. 
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*^ E^tremum hunc Amidi *, Erata, concede jfir 
^' boreip/* 
FefTa licet : Quis non Amielem carminp laudet^ 
Non utm i^Ium proayi, Tfterique.ji fan^^ioe fai^gu^ 
Quam fua qobilita^ yirtus ; hic ilie frementeo^ 
Hipc atque hinp sequa libntvip lance fenatum ; 
Inlicxitque animos di£ii?, 8p pp.dora mi^lfit^ . . ; 
Confiliis acer jus iiop Yiol^bile rcgni 
Afferuit, patriseque lidem : qua^ clauferat uno 
Pe6^ore adhuc breviils triplicis compeAdiagenmt 
At nunc prsecipite$ undantia lora i^cmhtixnt 
Au^igac ; juvat hos ignoto trapiite labi ; 
H^temcr^ annorum, veluti Clymeneia proles ^^ 
^ternas mifccre yiccs, fixumque tcnorem 
Mutare, & fta|)ile.$ fati confundere leges»^ 
Interea h^c Amjel vultu miferatus an^ico 
Speftat; & e;s:uto curarum ppndere, carpit 
Emerit^^m pl^cida comppflius pace quije^m,* 

Jeffaei en cpmite^ ! Solymae qui claiiftr^ tpprf| 
JEt conjuratis apfi fe oppoperc turmis, 
Contra ibant vulgj rabjcmi tela afpera contra ; 
Exigui numero. fed beilo vivida virtus. 
Scilicet infurgunt irae, dolor ofljbps ardet. 
Cum crebris laxi nutarenj: moeaia rpgni 
laibus, & validis ttpirierent impulfa laccriis. 
Dehinc nun^erpfa pohors, fiftis exterrita roonftriiSt 
Imperii decus, & regalia jura, fenatu 
Judice, plebeia gaud^t truncare fecurif 
pujn & nativo pulfus lare regius haefes, 

♦ Sc vmouriu^, Domus inferioris Orator. j* Phaeton. 
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Fmternoque iititi' fccptrts profiitretdr avhis : 

Atque immane fremunt condufti io Fodder a teftcs, 

,.■ » ■•? •» ...... 

C^i« fimul ac dori f<nifit pfTselutl^ 
Fida inanus^xcgem officio tte^idinlie falataOT 
His animum accendit diftis, & rafnerat aarers. 
Ncmpc monet, caflbs in vulgtittr exire favorcs • ; 
Imis jiffl pcmtus' morbum irifttliSfe medullis, 
Haufuriimque novas leni a mediciniiirie tires; 
Abfolon interea, regni quern c^eca librdd 
Trktrfvcrfum cxagitat, turbam mlfa larte fequacem 
AUicit, & plac?do circumqul^ue itaplicat haitlo. ' 
Nee minus Adhitpphel fthnili§ agitaius amariii^ 
In'fidtas ftruit, atque horrendi^F'biJbERjs' utabr^ ' 
Communem fofii mifcet templfq\ib rainam, 
Efferavcbnciliutn rabies aglt,' eflfera plebetn : 
Signifcr Ifeddis fauftmn exccrantibus oitieU 
Pcaetendit Shimei, & feralibtis' imbuit iris, 

Talia per populura paffim Jeffeius heros 
Et vidct, Sritiagao curarutnjflaftuat ^eftu : 
Tandem animi viftus, dubiofque in corde volutans 
Eventus fecum, folio fic orfus ab alto 
Increpuifgent^s, & fafis ora refolvit, 
Conticucre omnes ; multlifque' ad terga fatelles 
Aure bibit Divum Jeffse^ in voce Tonantetir. 

*^ 'Halftenus innocuara frsenavit gratia dcstrtiiiT, 
* Ln^anteis preffi fimulati raente dolores 
Haftenus ; ultricefque latent in peftore curse, 
Ufque adeo farc'li juvat in pejora rueatrs 
Abfolviffe nefasr animoque infcripta paterno 

5 Regalem^ 
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Jlegalem ufque aded pietas compcfcuit iram* 
At nunc tania rapit mifcros infania cives, 
Ut noftras paffiiti fubcant faflidia pads ; 
Ipfi afpernaniur Veniam me judice fontcs, ' 
Unura pro multis ftatm c;aput, ufque.fatemur; 
Scilicet: ut magnp (Deque enim fors altera v^ - 

gum eft) 
Jmperjo populos ten^at, fraenctque rebelles. 
Jlrgone, qu6d leni perfufae fanguine venaj , , 

Dulce micant, timidum gens arguet aiquc pufiUum? 
Fallitur; ingentes aniraos vindifta laccffit 
Segnior, .& rarae magno ftant peftore flamma?, 
3i tamen accenfos ftimulis baud mollibus aeftus , . 
Jrfitarc juvet ; non me pietate coafla . 

Sentiet elicitos pridem fparfifle favores. 
O^x Roftra ingerkur cumulaia infamia tergo, , 
Gibbofi qaelius premat horrida dorfa cameli, . 
Fulcra quiderrj divfim ftatuuntur munere reges. 
Quorum homtri^' regni moles ojierofa recumbat* ,\ 
JUe' raeus Samfoa trimulas ft forte coliimuas 
Succtitiat fiderts, locigm trahat'ufque rtiinam. , . . 
Quanquam 4 ti madidis tandem defleret ocellis 
Antiquum fcelus, & prifcae yeftigia culpa? 1 
Qu^n™ caras ibboli juvet ignoviffe parentem! 
Quantula (proh fuperi !) lacrymarum copia mentcm 
MoUiret patriam, cum peSora fortior urget 
Impetus, fe natura fuum tutatur alumnum ! 
Heu nimium miferande puer ! cui femper, anhete 
(^icquid vis aQimic potwit perferrc, paterrii 

Stulta 
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Stulta animi iDdulfit pietas, & am^bilis ei^ror* 
Imperii ft forte decus bona fat^ dedifleni:^ 
Non ade6 parcus juveni prapconlia Titan 
Finxerat, aiit teques iiafcenti infeyerat ignes« 
NoiT^iije pubjicola: captps ! qui jpre tyrannos 
(Up n^nc Csec'la ferunt) ^ntiqua pelieret aul4. 
Patricio vafro pia larva ! & turgidus heros 
Gratanti populo. — Nond^ra, nifi Iseva fuiffcnt 
VcQonf publicolae quifcjuam capt^?it honore^. 
I^nde illo potiiis quam Davide jgau(ieat infans 
Kelligio^ & Icgum juftiflima cura patfonq ? 
Ifle ci^tus fceterum libertatifque tnagifler 
Acbitophel^ Qoilrl ci^m pridem Hminis hofpes 
Manferit, baud tantas aluit fub pc^^pice flammas* 
Heu pia feditio qoalem fine more fureoti 
Public6l^ obiendit nubem ! Qqicunqjie tyranpo 
Hoilis crit, populi depu$ audit^ti ^ tiitaipenf 
Ha?rcdemnc juvat i^oftris obtrudcre fpeptrU ? 
Partivi cautum decuit fua rura fcnatpm. 
Rex ego fum^ faltemquc utiej pars Integra regni : 
Mifcentur plebeiae, & me quoque jpdice^ fortes,. 
Nolcpti fegcra licet extorquere futqrijpi ? 
QuidQi etiam folio liceat me pisll^re avitp ? 
Noftra quid^m jupdis pofcupt fufFragia votis ; 
Efavi fed enim fetoQs hifpida yil|is 
Bracbia, Jacobi placidae quam di^bna linguae t 
Regalqm civcs precibufque & thure falutcm 
pfque atque ufque rogaptj quam ui pofEnt rite 

lucri 
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Dant requiem fceptro, atque ingentibus otta euris. ' 
Lene fluant, fuperi, pladdae bona gaudia vitas ; 
Nee puros fcelusy aut rabies fanatica foles 
Inquinet : ante omne$ orantem avertite turbam ! 
Hanc imtnenfa famesi & inexorabile peAus 
Exagitat ; non lie infoecundi inftat & urget 
Vox uteri ; non fie avidi jejuna fepulchri 
Vis furic ; aut tanto vaftum os expaadit hiatu : 
Plura petunt, qu^tn quse Totis fuflfecerit sther. 
Ergo ibtt infomni tandem componere cura 
Relliquias fceptri, & fumptis tuurier armis. 
Integra lex placidas regni moderecur babenas, 
Atque eadem turmas jufto premat enfe rebel les. 
Non ultr^ adftriftos folvent fufiragia fafces^ 
Quorum vi j unfits prxftat pars altera merabris. 
Haud noftris ultr^ laribus gens fida clienrum 
Infants populi clamoribus a£la recedet* 
Non vulgo imperium virga?, rigidaeque feeuris 
Tradetur, nuUis qui mift& fortibus urnd 
Ultrices fufo pofcant eum (anguine poenas. ' 

Scilicet & din, & diviim cognata poteflas 
Ufque cavo famulos gaudent umbone tueri* 
O ! mibi fi nuUo dextram maculftfle cruore 
Detur, & leterna frontem circundare oUvft ! ' 

Quid Nemefio cogor^ pod tempora longa^ redufam 
Eripere« & multsi obduftum rubigine ferrum ? 
X^oh lex faeva ntmis^ diri foror horrida Lethi ! 
' Qukm maid degenerem tranquiUft ik fironie timoYem 
Arguit infcfti male*fttada infknia rulgi ! 

7 Pacati 
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Pacati caveas rablem furisifque lacerti* 
Ergo, Aftraea, mum> quemfiagitat, exerc vultuml 
Ccrvicis teueras lafcivos pafcerc ocellos 
Intuitu piguit- ^plcno juvat qtt tueri, 
Atquc oculos tentarc tuos, & fidere morti* 
Jam fuus artificcm Lethi (fie volvere Parcas) 
Trans adigc^ mucro, gfatifque occumbet in armis* 
Se ferient teftes giadiis in mutua flriAis 
Vifccra, diim primes horrendi Foederis brtus, 
Matcrniimque utcrum penitus mandutitque^ trahunt* 
Vipereo fimiles gcneri : turn protinus atram [qucj 
tJfquc blbant faniem, juvct ufque haurire cruoretoj 
Undepriiis teneras traxerunt femina vit8&. 
Bclzebub in fratrem Belial ruet^ hoftis in hoftem* 
Nee minor eventu fpes eft t nam, more ferinoj 
Turba ferox belli totas in limine vireJ 
Itnpendunt, primoque animas in vulnere pbnun^ 
Ergo age^ prsecipiti j^y^t indulgere furori ; 
His tu cede malis* nee contra audentior ito 5 
Obliquaque ktus, gyroque elude fequentera, 
Corpore cum fudor (nee refpirare poteftas) 
Liquitur^ & feffas quatk aeger anhelitus artus ; 
Turn demiim gep:iinas intende in praelia vires i 
Nee moi^a^ nee requies^ quin ferreus ingraat im- 

Nempe asquaxn melior caufam qui prdtegit heroi 
Sede dii4' quiinq^^m pulfuSj, tanden^ impiger hoftes ^ 
Sernit humLvi^ffr I c^poque pgi^itur qperto/' 

' ■■ ■■■•■■■ Dixcral/ 
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Dixerat. Omnipotens fauftutn ter verticc cano 
Annuit, & totum tonitu tcemefecit Olympum. 
Hlnc anni fluere, ^iiK fec'lartiito Of^ier (ffdo ' 
Lsetus ab integro^ Jk magQi proc^edere tticnfe^ j 
Jeffides iterum <pHo confedit avitb; 
£t placido jundtas tenutt £ub fa^ere gentcs^ 



. - ^ « -J 4 * - ■* 
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Egregii Juvenis *:f 5 * f S n i r L 5 v*#, 

I- .7 

DUM te canorse yj^bg fcieiwjyraei^ 
Urgent 4dsippWni,ft5biliJ)Us'modi5, 



» t ■ 



i =. .J 



Hoc, dulcis Umbr^,; ne recufe^ 

Officium tenuis Caniense. 

• ^ > ■ • ,' ) • t> - . ' . - 

11.-^ 

Cui fi fiavebit Phoebus amicior. 
Tot ilia famae, chare Pucr, tuai ' 
Apponet annos, 4^ot daducae'^ 

Mors adimit properata vita^. ' 

...I •.« ..... -J 

* Whatever were the dements of CuHl, we owe to hiiti the prc- 
fecvation, of this^ delicate littU Elegy. Ojx the (Irenrth of thU fingk 
poem, and our Author's Speech on being admitted to the Def|Afy'» 
of Chrift-Church ; Curll ventured to call a whole volume by the 
title of Atterburyana. They \frere communicated to him bv 
the Biihop's ion in 1726; and are undoubtedly genuine. — Not fo 
the '* FeAum Luftrale, feu Baptizata Ruflica/' which has been 
afcribed to Attcrburyj but was in reality the produ6Vion of Love- 
ling, with whofe poems it is printed. The verfion of Cato's foli- 
]o^U)r (wj)ich iu, ti^ Biographia is fuppofed to be Attcrbury's) was 
cf itaialy bt Dr.* Bland. 

HI. Non 
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IIL 

Non hie iideles quod bene fecerts^ 
Charts iilebunt, te Piidor & Fides 

Commendat ^9 integrique xnores^ 

£t decorans bend nata virtus. 

IV. 

Frsfens fugacem fifiere fpiritum 
Heu ! nulla Virtus, nee Pietas moram, 

Pudorve, febri luftuofae 

Attulit indomitasque mortti 

V* 

Quid ilia velox pfofuit indotei 

Aut mens Virilis ? O nimium bfevCy 

Virtutis sevum ! pnedoeifqM 

IngMii fragUes honores* 

VI. 

Sic mille flores inteif toabiles 
NarciiTus horti gloria, Titticem 

Attollit alte, moz reclinem 

Sternit humi pluvialis aufter. 

^ Tlic metre here reqtiiret ^' Comifhendat/' but the grammar 
** Commendant." Edit. 



t 



EPIGRAM, 



i m } 



■« V » 



idt 1 G R A M, frW fip. A*rTERiuRY*8 MSS. 

,#r '.. .;. ^ ■ r: ■ !.-■■■..■.■ 

"VlVITt, AIT, FUG 10." 

Abentem. tadto quifqms pede confplcis um^ 
biram; 

r .... , . . . . 

Si fapis, hsBC audis : * Vivitc, nam fugio/ 
Utilis eft oculis, nec inutilis auribus umbra ; 
Duixi lacet, cxclamat, * VivitCi nam fugioi* 



E P i T A P H in St. Botolph's Bilhop's^gate *; 



HIC conjunfta fuo recubat Francifca marltoi 
Ec cinis eft unus ijuse filit una cairb. 
Hue cineres concire fuosi foror Anna jubelwr^ 

Corpora fie unb pulvere trina jaeent. 
iUe dpifex rerum Omiijpotens, qui tt^inus & unui, 

PulVcre ab hoc uno cbrpdra trina dabit. 

•• •-. . .' ' 

♦ I give this epiuph f ODJe£luraIly. to the Bifhop, itharjhg been 
foiind among his pipers; Two tranflations are here fubjoined : 

" Heie lie interr*<f ad hufband and a wife, 
Oiie dud in death, as once. one flefh in life. 
A iiifter's mingled afKes here repore. 
Three bodies thus one heap ofduft cqppofe. 
Thouj Power Almighty, Three in One, wilt raife 
Three feveral bodies from one common mafs." 

"Below an hulband and a wife arc laid. 
One flefh when living, and one dull now dead* 
A filler's alhes mingle in the urn, 
And thus three bodies to one duft return* 
But thou, O Three in One, Almighty Power, 
From this one dull three bodies wilt reftorc." 

VoL.TI. Dd HO- 
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HORACE*, BOOK II. ODE Uti 

IMITATED BT ATTBRBURI^ 

« • 

I. 

BE calm, my Dellios^ ahd ferene^ 
However Fortune change the &cne t 
In thy moil dejeded ftate» 
Sink not underneath the weight : 
Nor yet, when hapjqr days b^gin^ 
And the full tide comes rolling in. 
Let a fierce unruly joy^ 
The fettled quiet of thy mind deftroy : 

However Fortune changie the feene» i 

Be calm^ my DcUius, and ferene ! 

11. 

Be thy lot good, or be it ill. 
Life ebbs out at the fame rate fiitl : 
Whether, with bufy cares oppreft. 
You wear the fullen time away i 
Or whether to fweet eafe or reft 
You fometimes give a day ; 
Carelefsly laid *^ 

Underneath a friendly fhadet 
By pines and poplars mix'd embraces made ; 

Near a river's Aiding (tream^ 
Fetter'd in fleep, blefs'd with a golden dream^ 

^ There can be no doubt of this tranflation*s being properly af- 

#*^*k^ ,^»;^Cribed to Atterbury. Two lines of it are expreflly quoted as his 

^^^' by Pope, in a paiTage I have already had occaHoa to produce, 

Tol, I» p. 145, 

III. Here, 



Here, ttere^ h this tamk ciiv,yfd ftatc^ 

Let ^vijry bteiing on thee wait 5 
did t^ Syjrifiii nand he brought^ 

Bid the hiddra wide be fMght» 
And iep thiS. rcffe's fhott^h'd flowatj 
The fmiKitg daughter o£ an houtt 

f\mti&k 00: thy brow : 
Bnj<37t ih« xtxfp rtty now I '1 

While the good hand of life is xfl^ 
While yet (he fata) gftefs fpin. 

IV. 

A little het\ee^ tUfMadg inA choD. 

Mud into other hands refign. 
Thy gardens and thy parkin, f^sd:^ th^ WW 

B€i9fis4ihepleariog name of tbineJ 

Thy meadpwa, t^ whofe plmued tidest 

Silver Tyber ^ gcaily glid^&J ^j 

Thy pleafant houfes ; all maft go ; 

The gold that 's hoarded in them too : 

A jolly heir ihall fet it free^ 
And give th' imprifon'd monarchs liberty. 

* Whrc^, by the bye, is a mvLddy j^^Uow ftrcim! £niTO&. 

Dd a^ V. Nor 
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Nor natters it,^ what figui e beiro * ' 
Thou doft among thy fellow^mortals bear J ^ 
How thou' tvert bofn^ orhow begOT; : 
Impartial Dedth matters it «ot:v ' ; 

Witjhr whdt titles thou ctoftrihirrc. 
Or who was iirft t)f all thy line:- 
Life's vain amufetnents! iamidft which we dwell; 
iJor weighed, nor iinderftood, brthe erind eod of hell! 









1 •♦ 
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vr. 



In the fame road, alas ! all travel on ! 
By all alike the fame fad journey mufl: be gone! 
Our blended lots together lie^ 
Mingled in one common urn : ^ 
* Sdoner or later otit they fly ; 
The fatal b!oat then wafts us to\thcfliore» 
Whence we never (hall return^ 
j^ever!-^— -never more! . 
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HORACE, BOOK IH. ODE IX. 

IMITATED BY ATTEJIBURY, ' 

WHILST I was fond, and you were kmd 
Nor any dearer youth/ reclin'd 
On your foft bpfom, fought to reft, 
Phraites was not half fo bled, . 4 ^ 

...•: L. Y D I A. .■ ; .": .;J 

Whilft you ador'd no other f^pc, 
Nor lov'd me in the fecgnd place. 
My happy celebrat^ faoie 
Putfljone ey'n Ifia*s envy'd flame, $ 

po- 



^. . , , ^ - 



VARIATION 9' 



Ver. 4, ** Not P4rfia*sAAnisrth'ivf!U9r{ohh^, 
'. *^ tour Z^'^/mV cclebrat?4 fame^ j 



J 



♦ " The learned Scallger was infiniteljr fond of this Ode, and 
of the Third Ode of the Fourth Book, as appears by his own re- 
markable words 'm the Sixth B«okof h^s Foetics ':* Onnkies Hora- 
tii Odae tants funt venuftatis,* &c. All the Odes of Horace are fo 
beautiful, that they h^ve efFe£luaUy difcouragejJjnQ, and all pc^- 
fons of common prudence, from apy attempts of the fame kind. 
But I have taken notice of jtwp jn particular, ^han which I ,do not 
think Ambrolia or Ne£^ar can be fweeter. One of them is the 
Third of the Fourth Book, * Qut;ij[^ tu, Melpomene, fcmel,' &c. 
and the other the Ninth of the Third Book, '^ Donee gratus eram 
tibi,* &c. I had rather have written Odes like thefe than any of 
Pindar's, or even than to be king of all Arragon.* The Prelate, 
whofe elegant tranflation wc have here adopted, was probably pf 
the fame opinion, fince he has tranflatcd thefe two Odes j^' and, .as 
far as we know., thei'c two only.*' I copy this note from ^r. Dun- 
pombe'i Horace. 

*' Perhaps no Ode of Horace hath fo frequently been trgnflated 
^s the Dialogue between liim and Lydia. This we have often bc^cn 

D d 3 furprizcd 
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B O R A C: E. 

Me Chloc no*^ poflcffcs whole, 
Her voice and lyre command my foul : 
Nor would I death itfelf decline. 
Could her life raofam'd be With tf^ine^ i^ 

L Y P I A, 

For me young lovely Calais burns. 
And warmth for warmth my heart retur&s : 
Twice would I life with eafe refign. 
Could his be ranfom'd once with mine. |6 

H 6 ^ A C ft, 

What if fweet X-ove, whofe bands we brojfc. 
Again (hould tame us to the yoke | 
Should banifh'd CMoc ceate to reign. 
And Lydia her loll power regaip i 90 

▼ ARIAT^OKS. 

Vcr. 1 1. ** CHutd / redeem her Kfe with ixilni^. 

15, ** Twice wotjW I life for htm refign, 

1 6. ^< Could bis be.ranfom*4 thus with mine, 
ly. ^* What if the God^^ 

J9, *♦ m>at if m>^ CWoc— . 

Tui^r^tcd at, ts c^^inly ithcre is nothing cxtrabrtfinarjr hi the OAt^ 
itfelf. The chief thing that recommend^ it, is the cafy eleganqp 
and gf^cicfulhcfs of jts expreffion, which is probably the reafon 
why it hath been fo poptilar, and hath produced fiich a nunnber of 
imitators} of whom, ho^eyc^, few have fucceedcd. Qf all the 
▼erfions of it th^t we recolicft at prefent, Atterbury's is by far the 
heft. Were we not afraid of offending our clafiical readers, wc 
fhould almoft be tempted to fay, that it is equal to the original ; a 
thing which can fcarcely pi*cr p^ faid of the tfan{lation$pf Horace." 
tor. KiPPls, in Biog. Brit, 

it has been well obferved by Mr. Matv, that " I've kifs'd and 
T»vc prattled with fifty fair maids," in Mrs. Brooke's Roiina^ h 
almoft equiJ to this dialogue of Horace, 



HQlACBy fiOOR ni. OI)K IX. 40^ 

h Y O iA^ 

Though Hefpcrus be Icfs fair than he. 
Though wilder than the raging fee. 
Lighter than down ; yet gladly I 
With thee Would live, with thee would die. 24 

V A R I A T I O K« 

tU " Though PA^Aor*'— 
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HORACE, BOOK IV. ODE III. 

IMITATED BY ATTERBURY^ 

TO HIS MUSE, BY WHOSE FAVOUR HE ACQUlREi* 

IMMORTAL FAM£. 

HE, on whofe birth the Lyric Queen 
Of numbers finird, (hall never grace 
The Ifthmian gauntlet, nor be feen 

Firft in the fam*d Olympic race* 4 

* ** Any one who hath a genius for poetry,** fays a learned cor* 
refpondent, " will agree with me in wifliing that Atterbury had 
never had any other occupation but poetry. His fame as a politic 
cian or a divine is not equal to what he de(erves for this tranfla- 
tion, which i,s, without exception, the beft in ^ny language that 
I have met with." This, undoubtedly, is carrying the encomium 
on Dr. Atterbury's poetical talent very far; ana yet we can fcarce- 
Jy venture to fay that it is carried too far. There is (bmething fo 
exceedingly beautiful in the fpecimens which are given of his early 
turn for poetry, that it is greatly to be regretted that he did not 
more dire£^ his thoughts that way. The tranflation of this Ode is 
in the highcft degree beautiful. The Ode itfelf, in the original, is 
peculiarly excellent and delightful ; and Dr. Atterbury hath moft 
nappily fuccecded in cloathing it in an Engliih drcfs. It was ju- 
dicious in Or, Francis not to attempt a new verfion of this Ode, 
tifter fo admirable a one was fumiftied to his hands. And he juft- 
ly obferves, that by Bifhop Atterbury's fuccefs we may be con- 
vinced that it is not impolTible to render Horace into Englifh with- 
out anv great lofsof his original beauties.*' Dr. KiPPls. 

i) d 4 v^t 



4o5 H0RAC8, BOOK HT. ODE XII« 

He ihali not, after toils of war. 

And tamipg haughty monarchs pri^e. 
With laurel'd brows confpicuous fa^. 

To Joye's Targeian temple rWe. ^ § 

^ut hjm the dreams, that warl^ling flow 

Rich Tyber's flowery meads along. 
And fliady groyes (his haunts) fliall I^now 

'^he maftpr of the ^Eoliaq foqg. la^ 

The fons of Rome, majeftie Roi»e ! 

Have fixM me in the Poets choir; 
And, Envy now or dead or dumb. 

Forbear to blame what they admirq. j^ 

Goddpfs of the fwcet-founding luteal 

Whi^b thy barqaonious touch obeys. 

Who canft the finny race, though mute, 

' * * •• #■■'■'.»..- 

To cygnets dying accents raife ; 20 

Thy gift it is, that all whh cafe 

My new unrival'd honours own ; 
That I ftill live, and living pleafe, 

O Gp4defs, i$ thy gift alone, yi 



VARIATIONS, 



Vcr. 1 5. And Fnvy, now or deaf or dumb, 

16, Forbears to \)\Bvcit ^ Ilz, 

23. *' That while I live my numbers pleafe, 

24. "^^ If pleaftng,''^ 
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IJORACSE, BOOK I. PARTOF EPIST. 3|, 

» 

GErvus equun), pagn^ melior, commuaitjuf 
herbis 
^ellebat; donee minor in certamine longq 
Imploravit opes hominis, frasnumque recepit| 
Sed poftquam yidor yiplens difceflic ab hofte| 
Nop equitem dprfQ^ non frsenum depulit ore« 

IMITATED BY ATTERBURY; 
AND TAKEN FROM HIS MSS, 

THE horfe and flag, in common pafture bred| 
pifputed for the fpot on which they fed : 
With heels an4 head long was the ftrife purfued;^ 
And combat after combat ftjU reqew'd ^ 
Till, wojrfted in the fray, the hqrfe began 
To quit the fjeld, and crav'd thq aid of mUi 
Who mounted on his back — r^rr 

And now, obedient to the whip and fpur. 

The Vanquilh'd triumphed o'er the Vanquiflier^ 

Put loft hi^ freeidomj while the prize he gained. 

And was, for ever after, rode and rein'd. 

Britain, beware, the tale is told to thee ; 

Free, as thou art, fo ftill continue free I 
\ ^ ' 



[ 4^ 3 ! 

THE BEE. 

IMITATEJO BY ATTE|ll«URY. 
FROM THEOC£ITUS ♦, IDYLL. XIX. 

CUPID, the archeft rogue alhre, 
One day was plundering oiF ist biye : 
But, as with too, too eager hafte 
He went the liquid fweets to tafte, 
A bee furpriz'd the hcedlefs boy % 
Prick'd him, and daih'd th'expefted joy. 
The urchin, when he felt the fix>art 
Of the envenomed angry dart. 
He kick'd, he flung, he beat the ground ; 
He blowy, and then he chaff 'd the wound : 
He blow'd and chiff^d the Wound in irain ; 
The rubbing ftill increased the pain. 
Straight to liis mother's lap he hies, 
With fwelling checks, and blubber'd eyes. 
Cries fhe — * What does my Cupid ail^* 
When thus he told his mournful tale ; 
** A little bird they call a bee. 
With yellow wings ; fee, mother, fee 
How it has gor^, and wounded me !** 

• And are not you,' reply*d his mother, 

* For all the world juft fuch another ? 
Juft fuch another wafpifh thing. 
Like in bulk, and like in fling } 

♦ j^sit had before been by Theocritus from Anacrcon, Ode XI. 
Both poems are excellently tranilated by Mr. Fawkes.— The pre- 
sent imitation, which had crept into Dryden's " Mifcellanies" 
under the title of ** The Honey Stealer," is corr^6ted from the 
BHhop's MSS. 

2 ^^^, 



For, when you aim a poifonous dart 

Againft foqie poor lidwary hearty 

How little if the archer found ! 

And yet how wide, how deep the wound I* 
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EPIGRAM, BY ATTERBURY*< 

WRITTEN ON A WHITE FAN BORROWED FROM 
MISS OSBORNE, AFTjiRWARDS HIS WJFE. 

Fli AVIA the leaft and flighteft toy 
Can wkh r^fiftlefs att employ t 
This Fan in meaner hands would prov^ 
An engine of fmall force in love ;- 
Yet (he, with graceful air and mien. 
Not to be told^ or fafely feen, 
Pire£ts its wanton motions fo. 
That it wounds more than Cupid's bow; 
Gives coolnefs to the matchlefs dame ; 
To every odier bread— ^a flame. 

^ Thus imitated by Dr. BlftOH, Iq 1725. 

In Puellam quandam Flabello lude4te|^jL 

O QU AL I S minimas venufla tricat 
Et qu^Vlavia tra6^at arte ! paffim 
' In le lumin^ cun£ba vertit unam. 
Flabeiium in i^aanil^us minus peritis 
Vel tantilluin in amore vix valeret^ 
Hoc puicherrima Nympha tarn decor^ 
(Quod nee dicere, nee videre tuto 
Pol!is) jaditat hinc & hinc, ut iflud 
Cordi yulnera plura dat tenello 
Quam veloj^ Paphii fagitta Divi ; 
Pumque aura dominae caientis artus 
Gra^a ventUat, heu ! flagramus x((u. 

SONG. 
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AIR Sylvia, ceafe jto blame my youtH 
For having lov'd Bcrore*;"'^ 
So men, tijl they have learned the truth. 
Strange Deities adore? 

JMy heart, ^tis true, hath ofteii rang*d 
Like Ibeeson gaudy flowers *, 

And many a thgufand loves hath chang'd 
Till it wa?, |ix'4 pn youps. 

But, Sylvia, when I faw thofe eyes, 

"JTwas foon determinM there. 
Stars might as well forfakc the Ikics^ 

And vanifh int9 air^ 

When I from this great rule do crF^ 

New beauties to adore ; 
May I again turn wanderer. 

And never fettle more! 



*. Hence again Mrs. Brooke appears to have caught , 
f* From flower to flower gay roving/' &c. 
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' ' S ^O^f^ G S ^ - -- 

FROM BP. ATTERBURY'S MSS. 

Rep^t^hc oaf? qf; al| my gaij^ \r h II C) (; 
The cure of every W:Ound. . ., • . . . ,r\ 

What yott'tb thbttfanffi Have det^r 

To me yoti freely giVc ; - -i'^/i^i 
Whilft I in humble' fflencb^ted;- 

Your mercy bid mcfi*eP«' "^'x3 

••'■■ 'I-,--- I 
So on cold lAtnaca', ,J?;®jeadi Jjight , , , , j 

Endymion fighing^^ftji,,; ;, / ... - 
G^'d on the Moon^i^nffl^a^ept Ughc,^ : _ 
' Dcfpair;dj af^dA^ffti'^ot PWK, . . 

BurdimeCyftAii'ra<«^'H!^' grief, ' ' 
i'Th*effi<?l: of con^ering charms ; 
Unaflc'd, the Goddefs brings relief. 



'.f 



Add'^iftls into his arms*. 



> J 



* This Song (It ihouldoe acknowledged) has alfo been claimed 
by Dr. King, an4if:ptbut6d lAitfaat tiruly. humourous writer's poe- 
tical works. 
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ttlTAtH <»it.,PBlLiPS> 

• < ' \ ■ . ■ 

tttvtfotdvk conduntur Ofla^ 
Hoc in Dchil)^r6.ftaliBiOif Iq^ 
Britanniapi omaqifi pt»M^itM fwaasC 

J O HA N NIS FH I LI P St 

Qjii Ylris bonis do&ifque juxta charus^ 

Etuditione mi|U;iptici^iK:p|):;miij : 

Eximi4 moBWiJJff^Ucil^ 

Honeftavit^ 

Littef anito AmdwiSorum iBhiiii, 

Quam Wintonia Poafcr fentire coBperat| 

Inter JBdw Ghriffi Aluninos jtigiter explevirj' 

In ilio Mufai^uni Bomicilio 

Prasclaris ^njiyloruj» <lwUi» aicqit^tts* 

Optimis Ccribendi Ma^fllis femp^r iqte»^s, 

Carmioa ierrnQpi^ : Patr io compof^tt 

A Graecis tatinifque Contibwji feJicit^ 4p4ufl:a, 

Atticis Romanifque auribus ooinino digna^ 

Verfouqi quippe H^ri^oi\iani 

^ J^yijimo didicec^* 

* '* The infcnptioQ [on Philips] at Weftminfter was written^ 
*• as I have heard, by Pr. Atteroury^ though commonly given to 
*♦ Dr. Frcind.*' Dr. Johnson. 

Anti<ju(r 



AntiquoiUo^ Ubero^ multiform! 

Ad res ipfas apto prorfus^ & attemperato^ 

Noh Numeris in eutldcm f ef i orbem tedeuntftrujfj 

Non Claufularum fimilker cadentium foQO 

Metiri: 
Uni in hoe latidis gehere Miltono fecundas, 

Primoquc pccne Par. 
Res feu Tenues, feu Grandes, feu Mediocres 

Oriiandas fumferat« 

Nufquam, non quod decuit, 

Etvidet, Scaflecutuscft, 

EgregiuS, quocunque Stylum vcrteret, 

Faiidi author, & Modorum artifex. 

Fas fit Hiiic, 

Aufo licJt ^ tud MetrorUm Lege difctedere^ 

OPoefis Anglicanse Pater, atqueCoiiditor,Chaucerfe, 

Alterum tibi latus claudere, 

Vatum certe Giiieres, tuos undique ftipantium ■ 

Non dedecebit Chorum. 

Simon Har court Miles, 

Viri bene de fe, de Lit;teris meriti 

Quoad viveret Fautor, 

Poft Obitum pie memor> 

Hoc illi Saxum poni voluit. 

J. Philibs, Stephaki, S, T. P^ Archidiaconi 

Salop, Filius, natus eft Bamptoniae 

in agro Oxon. Dec. 30, 1676* 
Obiit Herefordi^, Feb. 15, 1708, 

A PA- 
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A P AN E 6 Y R i C k, 1731 *; 
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ITH Favour jind Fatuiic faftidibufly blerf; 
He's loud in his laugh, aud coarfe in hi^ 

Of Faveur and Fortune unmerited traiB, 
A Sharper in triples, a Dype in the main, 
Atchieving of Nothing, ftill promifing Wondersj 
By dint or Experience improving in Blunders ; 
Oppreffing trvie Metit, exalting the Bafe ; 
And felling hi^^ Country to purchaiTe a Place ; 
A Jobber of Stocks ]yy retailit^ falfe news, 
A Prater at court m the ftyle of the Mews; . 
,Of Virtue and Worth by profeffion a Giber ; 
Of Juries and Senates the Bully and Briber. 
Though I name nqt^the Wretch,. you know wham 1 

mean, ■...'■ 

'Tis the Cur-dog of Britain, and Spanid of Spain* 

» It is not quite certain whether this fevere charafter (now for 
the firft time printed) was by Atterbury, or his friend Wefley. It 
is the communication of a correfpondent j as are the following lines, 
which Atterbury is faid to havie repeated with great emotion on a 
noble Lord's quitting his apartment, afterpropofmg and improperly 
preifine fome terms which the Bifhop had rejeftetl with dii'dain; 

*• Unmov'd by pity, and by ihame unaw'd, ♦' 

The genuine ipawn of bully and of bawd ; 
Ungrateful to th* ungrateful wretch he grew by^ 
A bafeborn, blundering, bluftering, bloody, booby V* 
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fiiE-BLACK-BIRD. 

WilTTlN DCRtNCi^ BP. ATTfiRBUJLY'J CDNFINEMENf j 

and found among the Papers of the laie 
Samuel Wesley, M. A, 

n O whona (bould grateful verfe belong ? 

'- Who but the Black-bird claims my fong f 
Wh^h all the natives of the grove 
Yielded obedience to the Dove, 
How ch earful On the green^-wood fprajr. 
He warbled through the live-long day I ' 
His mufic gladden'd every hill : 
All but Cana:ry-bit(Js were ftill I 
The Finches, a melodious throng. 
Would fometimes lifteh to his fong ; 
And> charmed with his harmonious lay^^ 
Though feldorti imitate> would praifc. 
Now foes inhuman pluck his wing, 
And cage him that he ihould not fing^ 
Nor chaunt his native wood-notes free> 
But lofe the thoughts of liberty. 

Say, (hall recording verfe difclofe 
The njtmes and natures of his fo^s I 
The bo^g Scrcech-^owl, prophet fad, 
The Vufeure, feeder on the dead. 
The Harpy, fHvenous and impure. 
The Hawk, obfcquious to the lure. 

Vol. n. Ee The 



,-•5 



41 6 THE BLA-CK-^BIRD^ 

The noify, fenfclefs, chattering Pye, 
The mere Lord William of the iky i 
Nor (hall the Bat uQmention'd be, 
A mongreiy twilight trimmer he ; 
When empire is to fowls traniferr*d. 
He claps his wings, and is a bird : 
When ftrong^r beafts the conqueft get. 
He lights, and walks upon fout feet : 
With crafty flight or fubtle pace. 
Still fafc without an aft of grace. 
The Kite, fie gaoler, raufl: be nam'd^ 
In profe and verfe akeady fam'd. 
Bold to kill mice,- and now and then 
To Ileal a chicken from a hen ; 
None readier was, when feiz'd, to flay. 
And after to diffeft the prey, 
With all the infolence can rife 
From power when join'd to cowardice. 

The captive Black-bird kept his cheer: 
The Gaoler anxious (hook with fear. 
Left roguilh traitors (hould confpire 
T' unbolt the door, or break the wire : — - 
Traitors if e'er they filence broke. 
And difafFeded if they look. 
For (by himfelf he judg'd ) his prey,- 
If once let loofe, would fly aWay. 
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On Bifliop Attekbitry's roaftingLord Coningsby 
about the topic of being Prieft-ridden. 

By Mr. S. Wesley. 

\ N Afi well drubbed with flurdy oak, 
■^^^ Once on a time complaining fpokc. 
Rebuking Prophet mounted high, 
That ftill laid on, yet fcarcc knew why. 

Of this in memory, of late, 
A lordly Afs in warm debate 
Began to open wide ; when Proph 
(For brevity and rhimefake RofF.) 
On the dull creature got aftride. 
And fpurr*d, and gall'd, and bang'd his f]de« 

Each Afs then fcrv'd by way of pad : 
One Balaam rode, one Francis Dad. 
They both did fpeak, and both were beat. 
Yet ftill this differ did from that ; ' 

For that was fmote before fpeech made. 
But this juft after what he faid ; 
From whence, b^ft judges do maintain, 
That Afs fpoke better of the twain, 

O Qoningftjy, learn wifdom hence, 
And give the prophets no offence ; 
For Levi's Tribe beft know the art 
How to make liTachars to fmart. 
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On ihe Death of Mrs. Morice *, Daughter of 
the Biihop of Rochester. 

By Mr*S. Wesley. 



•^* Heu I nunc mifero mihi demum 



!Elxilium infeKx ! nunc ahe vulnns adadum/'' 

NO fabling fong, my mournfwl heart, cflay j 
But genuine grief adorn the flowing lay : 
In numbers fuch as Friendlhip can itofpire. 
Wail the loft Daughter, and the living Sire i 
Till flinty breafts refiftlefs forrow know, 
And melt relu<ftant at another's woe i 
Till party zeal the Father (ball deplore^ 
And thofe who bate him moft iball pity more* 

Whaf 



♦ The follbwing extrafl's of tetters from BHhop Attcrbury, 
occafioned by this fine poem^ are too much to Mr. Wefley's ho- 
iiiour not to beinfertcd (X wiih I could have given them entire.) 

"April 24, 1730.. 
•* 1 HAVE reeeived a poem from Mr. Mbrice, which I muft 
be infenAble not to thank you for, your Elegy upon the death of 
Mrs. Morice. It is what I cannot help an impulfe upon rne to tell 
you, .under my own hand, the (atisfa^ion I feel, the approbation 
I give, the envy I bear you, for this good deed and good work ; as- 
a. poet and as a man, I mank yot^ I eiiecm you." 

" ParUf Msiy 27, 1730.. 
** I AM obliged to W. for what he has written on my dear 
child ; and take it the n)ore kindly, becaufc he could 9ot hope for 
my being ever in a condition to reward him — though, if ever I am^ 
I will ; for he has fhewn an invariable regard for me all along in 
all circumflanccs ; and much more than fome of his acq^uaintance, 
vfho had ten times greater obligations;" 

" Paris, 
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What time the State its indignation ihed. 
And lanc'd its fecond thunder on his head : 
When Nobles judged the well-defended caufc. 
And Cominons' care fupply'd dcfeftive l^ws ; 
Then fir ft the wound mlentlefs fortune made. 
Which, fettering, fccret on her vitals prey'd* 
Guiltlefs flie pinM, or wholly guiltlcfs Ihe, 
Or only ftain'd with filial piety. 
In vain might friends to footh her anguifti try, 
No friend a father's abfence could fupply ; 
No darling children could afford relief, 
Nor parentis fondnefs heal the daughter's grief: 
No fweets of life fuffieient balm could prove, 
JNc^ the dear foftnefs of a wedded love :- 



** Paris, June 30, 1730. 
"THE vcrfcs y«>u fent me touched ipe verv nearly, and the 
Latin in the front of them as much as the Englifb that followed. 
There ajre a ereat mafly good lines in them, and they are writ with 
as much affeSion as poetry— They, came from the heart, of the 
author, and he has a Ikare of mine in return ; and if ever I come 
back to my country with honour, he ikall find It.** 

It has been thought, and not without reafon, that Mr. Wcfley's 
:gttachment to this great Prelate preyented his advancement. In aa 
excellent elegy on Bifliop GaUrell, Wefley fays, 

" The Prelate doom'd in exile fad to rorc, 
(Forgivtf, ye great ones, for I flill muft love !) 
Ere yet' the thunder from its cloud was fled. 
Or lanc'd the lightning pointed at his head. 
Found Gaftreil firm an Enemy to defend.; 
Let cowards leave, and villains ciuih, a Friend : 
No confcious guilt in common danger ty'd, 
No' partial favour warp*d him to his fide. 
You that in pomp of grandeur ftrut your hour, 
Jn bright meridian of an envy 'd power, ^ ^ 

Try aii your friends, of every rink and kind, 
A man like this amid your thoufands find : 
J^or levees throng'd his equal can fupply ; 
Nor hgnourf gain you, nor exchequers buy V 
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420 ELSGY ON MRS. MORICE, 

The pangs of lofs unbated ftill endure. 

She taftes no cordial, and admits no cure* 

With health-impairing fighs, unfeen decay. 

She wears the flender threads of life away : 

Nor eafe, nor period, can her niQurning h^ve^ 

But the dark (helter of the quiet grave. 

So when Italians, with deftruftive /kill. 

Or Indians rude in good, but learn'd in ill, 

A fatal draught mix for their fecret foe, 

Avoidlefs fure, yet unfufpefted flow. 

The latent death creeps on with lingering fmarr. 

And mocks the antidotes of human art: 

So imperceptibly the work is done, 

That nature half mlftakes it for her own. 

When inward fretting grief had almoft drained 
Jler ebbing veins,> nor much of life remain*d. 
Each hour her pious prayers more ardent grow 
To meet her cxil'd father once below^ 
Whoe'er the hazards of her health difplay, 
Againft their purpofe urge her fpeedy way. 
Left death prevent her reaching Gallia's (hore; 
That only (ling the king of terrors bore. 
Still pleafing hope her fickly limbs upheld, 
Weaknefs itfelf, by true affeftion fteel'd, 
Diftance, and tolls, and dangers could difdain. 
And fcas and mountains were opposed in vain. 
Rife to her wiflaes, rife, propitious gales. 
And with new fwiftnefs wing the flagging fails. 

What 
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What fails can equal to her wilhes go I 
The tide rolls tedious, and the wind flies flow j 
The penfive days in heavy march proceed. 
Time, ever-hafting, feems to flack bis fpeed : 
For lo?e too' flow, for life he flies too faft. 
And every painful hour forebodes the laft. 
Long-fwooning faintnefs wakes her confort's fear. 
And waning ftrength ftiews diflblution near. 
Her fouU unconquer'd yet, difdains to part. 
And holds the citadel of love, the heart ; 
Determined ftedfaft not to feek the flcies. 
Till the dear father blefs her longing eyes. 
In vain did nature, fpent, forbid her ftay, 
And guardian angels beckon her away : 
"With frailer flcfli th' immortal fpirit ftrove. 
Strong to delay the ftroke, though not remove, 
And death all-conquering yields a while to love. 
So the brave Theban Chief, transfix'd by foes, ' 
(With whom Boeotians empire fell and rofe) 
To death, though deeply wounded, fcorns to yield. 
Till his lovM foldiers gain'd the well-fought field; * 
Then bids his willing foul triumphant fly. 
And when his vows are heard, confents to die» 

Behold they meet ! fo Providence decrees. 
All flie deikes on earth on earth flie fees : 
Her terrors now are ceas'd ; when he is near. 
Her father's daughter knows not hpw to fear. 
The* long-fought ftrife her fpirit now gave o'er. 
And fought the quiet th^t it fliuhn'd before* 

Ee4 The 
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The father Wefs'd her pre to heav^Q (be veitt^ 

The pricft abfolv*d the dyiog peQuent. 
But left Ihe grieve for forrovvs not her own^ 
And qaturc's yearning canfe a fingl^ gtpan. 
He, felf-cqllefted, chcck'd th- afcendipg figl^, . 
And fpringing tears coran?anded from his eyc^ 
Meapwhilc bis aching heart tumujtuous ftrovp 
With grief defpairing and paternal love j 
Love inly wounds him with diftrafting wof,^ 
Compels to feel it, bin forbidjs to Ibow, 
His vpice unfauhering^^ atid his loQk$ ferenc^, 
An outward calmnefs yeils the ftorm within. 
So when, iii fubterraneaq caverns pept^ 
The wind hard'ftrnggliog labour for a vent, 
Pircful, but fecret, works the mine below, 
Strong and more ilrong th- impriipn'd tempejdg ^ 

The furface (miles, and verdaptfickfc appear 
Secure,/ an4 far from danger as from fc^r : 
$Jot long ; for inftant fprings the breaiung growd^ 
And fcatters wiifte avoidlefs all arpupd. 

When death hi^d fealM her eyes in lafting fleep^ 
And gav?,th'afl|ift^d father leave to we^p, 
In words like thefcbiirfts his;lpng7ftifled mpp^, 
(If any may be liken*d to his own) ; 
** Is this the baling of my fornjer fare ? 
^^ This the fa4 apfw(?r of contiiuied pjrayier? , 
f^ No longer fpace qoviid apgry h^avei;^ beftow? 
** And thus ! ' tb^s onjy ! m^jfl^ vye^igpft belpw ? 

5 . "Me 



^ M« lo rcmotcft realms my fortune fends, 
^^ Deprived of pF$ft^ty nay, of abfent friends : 
^^ Tis fatal with my woes to fympatlii^e X 
^ He di^ who Writes, as be who fqes me dies ! 
^ Norc?*ji tbijJ exilcrfeemy enough fevere, 
^* To my li>ft cpuwryBruffiels rbfc too dear 1 
^* Nor pgifi«^ w^lls thefe hoary hairs can fcreen, 
^' M))^ f^ii^ p^rfties me to the banks of Seme \ 
^* laf^ it p^rfoie ! Stilly ftill could I witW*and 
*^ The utreoft/ijny of ainortal band; 
^^ But ^srithrdift left force die vengeance flies, 
** When GpD inflifts the Pains and, Penalties. 
^* Yet, oh ! had judgement fall'n on me alone, 
*^ Nor broke a heart far dearer than my own] 
*' The arrow glancing pierc'd her faithful fide, 
^^ For me fhe languilh'd, and for me Ihe died ! 
M My late fole (lay ! 

But hold— if fpeech the angui(h may reveal. 
He only can defcribe it, who could feel, 
^hen ceafe, my foul, oh ! ceafc the plaintive 

tale. 
And where the pencil fails thee, draw the veil* 

Yet, ftill himfelf let the Great Prelate know. 
Still raisM fuperior to his weight of woe •, 
Inftruft mankind their load of life to bear. 
And (hame the murmurcr, and the wretched chcar : 
Try'd, not forfook ; one refuge yet remains, 
|5o nature's everlafting law ordains j 

Which 
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Which fjatefmen's art and foldiers' force defies. 
And inocks the rage of keeneft enemies ; 
Which kindly foftens the fevereft doom. 
The |ofcr*s conqueft, and the exile's home : 
To that fufe refuge let him calmly fly^ 
And blefs the glorious privilege*— To die. 
Late may he land on that fafe happy Ihore, 
Wheie lofs affliAs^ and pain torments no more: 
There flecp^ from grief and banifliment releas'tly 
And there the wearied father lie at reft ; 
His courfe well ended, heavenly glory fhare^ 
And rife triumphant to the laft great bar I 
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ELEG Y * on Bifliop Atte rbury^ 
By Samuel Wesley, M.A« 

t 

*^ There the wicked ceafe from troubling, and therr 
** the weary are at reft/* Job, 

LOVE, ftrong as death, my glowing heart iii- 
(pire, 
«* And blend the Chriftian's with the Poet's fire ; 
jl^orn a Father's fame with pious lays. 
Till faftion pardon, if Ihe dare not pi^ife ! 
Should mifcreants bafe their impious malice (hed^ 
T* itifult the great, the venerable dead ; 
Let Truth reififtlefs blaft their guilty eyes, 
** Bright as from clouds the red-wing*d lightning 

flies ; 
Bright as the fword of flame that guarded Paradife! 
Attend, ye good ! whofe zeal unfhaken owns 
The churches, altars, and the prelates thrones. 
Ye wife and juft ! who hate the devirs plea, 
Excufing crimes by feign'd neceffity : 
** Ye firm and brave ! whofc courage fcorns to 

bend, 
^* Nor ftoops in danger to defert a friend : 

* All the lines marked thus (") Avere added or altered (by the 
UVgeaious friend to whom the Editor is indebted for this commu- 
]»if ation) to comp loat the poem , the original being very iniperfe£^. 

Yc 
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Yc plain and true 1 who, fcann'd by hoftilc eyes, 

IXifdain the mean avivantage of difguJfe : 

Ye pure of hand ! whom knaves for idiots hold, 

I>efpifing l^iftre of Ul-gottcn gold .: 

** Faithful, but few ! to you my ftraios belong, 

^* Applaud my friendfhip, and accept my fong. 

Hall, happy Sire! The pain of life is o'er, 
Strtoger and wandering pilgrim now no more ; 
•* At home-r-;at reftT-^fecure in blifsful iki^s.v 
** Where Envy drop* its fnakes, and Fraud it| 

guife. i , • . r ^» 

See teraph guards the ftarry crown prepare, 
** See fmiling angels fly 10 greet thee there! 
I^, * Hyde to exile dooni'd ori earth dione^ 
" Springs to falute thee from his azur^. throne 
Nor yet below thy envy'd glory dies ; 
•' Long as the fun rolls o'er th' empyreal ikies f . 
** When pyramids, unfaithful to their truft,- 
•* Crumble to atoms with their founder's duft \ 
•* When folid marble, mouldering, waftes away. 
And defert lies the monumented clay ; 
Thou ftill (halt live, to deathlefs fame confign'd \ 
*^ Live like the beft and braveft of mankind. 
Where fleeps great Hannibaf, the fcourge of 
Rome? 
*' Or who can point out awful Cato's tomb ? > 
What breathing bufts, what fculptur'd angels rife, 
T adorn the place where Charles the Martyr lies ? 

* Lord Clarendon, 

No 
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No burial rites his impious hangmen gave, 
Not the poor favour of a decent grave. 
When Anna refts, with kindred a(hes laid. 
What funeral honours grace her injured (hade? 
A few faint tapers glimmer'd through the nighty 
And fcanty fable ftiock'd the loyal fight. 
Though millionswaird her, none composed her traiQ* 
Compeird to grieve, forbidden to complain. 
How idly fcornful the contempt expr«fs*d. 
How mean the triumph o^er a faint deceased ! 
So whca Death's bloodieft paths the Martyrs trod, 
•* To confcience faithful, firm to Heaven and God, 
Th* infuking foe th^ir bones, to duft calcin'd. 
Gave to the flowing dream and flying wind. 
Vain was the tyrant's art, the d^mon^s vain. 
In heights, in depths, their atoms fafe remain : 
** Heaven views its treafure with a watchful eye, 
** Till the lafl: trumpet calls it to the fky. 

Nor more can powers infernal ftrike with dread 
The foul when livings than the body dead, 
Where grace divine, with native courage join'd, 
" Irifpirits and exalts the Chriftian*s mind. 
When haplefs James, with rage untimely Ihown, 
For Rome's ungrateful Pontiff rifqu'd his throne; 
And boafted Jefuits hop'd our fall to fee. 
With Julian's fpite, without his fubtlcty ; 
The faithful pricft our fuffering church defends, 
Carelefs of mighty foes and feeble friends; 

His 
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His early pen for pure religion draws 
With ftrength and fervour worthy of its caufe* 
So when brave Luther ftemm'd Corruption's tide. 
With Zealy and Truths and Confcience^ cm his fide, 
^ Him nor loud threats nor whifpers low could flay, 
•* Nor chains, nor racks, nor fires, obftruft his 

way — ^ 
•• Refblv'd t'oppofe proud BabePs haughty powers, 
•* And make Rome tremble through her fevenfold 
towers. 
When William reigns, the valiant and the wife. 
And foes profeft to Prieftly Synods rife. 
To check incoaching power, the Champion fights 
For long-neglc(Sed facerdotal rights. 
Scarcely the adverfe Chief his force withftands. 
Till rais'd and ftrengthenM by imperial hands* 
Thefe * point the labour, and reward affign, 
Dirett the battery, and inftruft the mine ; 
^ Th' cxhauiled war renew with weapons keen, 
*^ Near though in clouds, and mighty though unfeent 
So the good Dardan Prince, as Virgil feigned. 
With Fates and Gods averfe, a war maintained, 
Dauntlefs in flames : — till his enlightened eyes 
Againfl. his Troy beheld Immortals rife ; 
Jano and Pallas lead their Greeks to charge. 
And Jove overlhades them with his fovereign targe; 

* Alluding, we fuppofe, to Dr. Atterbury's difputc with Dr* 
Wake, afterwards Abp. of Canterbury, and others, concerning the 
fights and privileges of the Convocation ; a controverfy, in all pro* 
b^ility^ privately fomented and encouraged by King William, 
whoy being a Diilenter, might v^iih to eficA aa abridgement of that 
AiTerably's powers. 

Neptune 
t 
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Neptune cnrag'd overwhelms the fmoaking walls. 

And by the hand that jais'd her Ilium falls* 

' Perpetual ftorms his fteady mind engage. 

Trials of warmeft youth and wifcft age. 

** Whatever frauds to legal craft belong, 

^^ Mazes of lies, and labyrinths of wrong ; 

** Whatever unjuft in precedent appears, 

** Shaded with darknefs of revolving years, 

*' Till wrong feems ripen'd into right by time, 

*' And age makes theft a venerable crime ; — 

( v^hile fond of prefent reft the Reverend Drone 

Buys his own eafe with treafures not his own :) 

Whate'er of weight is caft on Friend(hip's fid^, 

'By minifterial guile and lordly pride ; 

Skilfdi to fearch, and faithful to difplay. 

And bold to call forth midnight into day ; 

To no bafe arts his fteady virtue leans, 

Difdaining conqueft by ignoble means ; 

" Purfuing Truth with ever aftive fire, 

*• And dauntlefs to iaffert as to enquire. 

In vain or power or wealth the tempter fhews. 

Or friends intreating turn infidious foes ; 

*' Nor fmootheft prayers divert, nor danger awes 

" From gaining malice, while he gains his caufe* 

So when to Abram's firft-bom fon were given 

The temporal bleffings of propitious Heaven, 

Though doom'd from Canaan banilhment to bear. 

The fate was profpcrous, and the lot was' fair. 

Behold him great. in height of battle grow ! 

Still ftrong his arm, ftill prevalent of bow 1 ' 

Ordained 
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OrdainM by none to fall ; yet all t'oppofe, 

A fingle conqueror, with the world his fo€s ! 

To mightier dangers yet his virtues rifci 

His panoply no common vengeance tries, 

From long-colle£ting ftorcs the treafur'd thunder 
flies. 

^* Lightnings thick (hot around his temples glare< 

** Aim*d rightly by the Regent of the Air, 

•' Aftors were chofe, fkiird in hell's deepeft plots} 

** Ailors, to whom th! Arch-fiend himfelf allots 

*^ The very effence of a DeviPs fin, • 

*' His ra^e to ruin, and his craft to win—* 

He * who to gold perpetual worlhip gave. 

Secret as night, unfated as the grave. 

To friendftiip blind,. Iharp-fighted to a brib^j 

The fubtleft artift of the fubtleft tribe ; 

Whofe deep- affronted avarice combines 

With craft outwitted by its own defigns. 

Full on that head their utmoft rage to fhower. 

Who fpurn'd at tendered gold, and oflFer'd power-*-i»* 

+ He who, by fortune rais'd, is vain of ikill ; 

Who laughs at right and wrong, at good and ill \ 

Patron of every art, in every kind, 

T'unnerve the body, and debafe the mind; 

Provoked by virtues of the wife and brave, 

** Of blacked crimes pfoteftor, friend and flave— 

He who with felf-importancc fwells debate, 

^ Whofe rancour no revenge can ever fate ; 

* Perhaps Lord {Uunoellor Macdesfitl^ 
\ Doubtful. 

Ravenour 
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Ravenous for gain, yet loud for commonwealj 

With party-madnefs and inverted zeal, 

*• With more than lordly haughtinefs pofleft, 

" And proudly prates of honour long deceased ! 

Eternal, reftlefs enemy to good, 

By pride, by feft, by climate, and by blood. 

•' To dark oblivion let the reft be given, 

•' Loft to the world, as they arc loft to heaven. 

When Britain wept for avarice of ftate, 
And ihreatenings loud alarm'd the guilty great. 
Wide and more wide were fpread the wretches 

moans, 
The widow's wailings, and the orphan^s groans j 
While injurM thoufands vengeance juft require, 
Convuls'd like jEtna, ere it burfts in fire ; 
What fecret art, what Machiavelian hand 
Could turn the torrent no man could withftand ? 
*' What fpell could univerfal wraih appeafe ? 
Could deep amazement bid their tumult ceafe I 
Unufual objefts charm their angry eyes, 
*' Amufe the curious, and perplex the wife ? 
*^ No ! — Let the weight on Atterbvky fall, 
*' Devoted viftim to atone for all." 
So if old tales, t' illuftrate truth prefume. 
When Earth wide-opening threatened general 

doom. 
Nor prayers nor tears could calm her labouring 

breaft ; 
Nought but the richcft treafure Romepofleft; 
Vol. U. F f The 
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The Dsemon-Gods pronounc'd avoidlefs fate, 
" And all Jove's Minifters of wrath and date : 
** In vain their much-lov'd ftores the wealthy 

bear, 
** Their arms th^ brave, their ornaments the 

fair ; 
A growing fepulchre the gulph expos'd. 
And not, till Cuttius plung*d, the cavern clos'd. 

But not to death his foes their hate purfu*d. 
Nor (lain the blufhing earth with hallow'd blood. 
For lo ! imperial mercy found the way 
To call the blood-hounds from their deftin'd prey. 
Soon as the fo\ereign will their purpofe crofs'd. 
The rage of faftion for a fpace was loft : 
The dcepeft throats their cries for death fufpend, 
And ihofe who late accused him, now commend. 
Unmarked before, what great endowments rife ! 
What matchlefs virtue fparkles to their eyes ! 
** So Satan viewed the parent of mankind, 
" And felt foft pity melt his ftubborn mind. 
" Unknown remorfe his wandering thought em- 
ploys, 
^^ He mourns the Eden that himfelf dcftroys. 
^^ Awhile the fight his curs'd mtent removM, 
^' And, had he not betray'd her, he had lov'd. 

*^ What laft remains to crown each glorious 
" dje.ed, 
Such virtues to reward and to exceed ? 

4 " What 
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'* What byt to meet unmov'd the judgement-day, 

*^ When all the fcehes^ of nature fliall decay ; 

** When penal fire confumes each tremblmg coaft. 

And Teas coeval with the world are loft: ; 

^' When dffcord blends the orders of the iky 

*^ In wild confufion : then to lift the eye 

*' Dauntlefs and firm, midft ruins to rejoice, 

*^ Whea Power Divine its own efFeft deftroys ; 

•* With gratulations hymn th* Almighty's rod, 

*^ Strong, not in Nature, but in Nature's God. 
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O D E on the Death of 
Biihop At t e r b u ry. 

From a Copy printed by Citrll. 

I. 

OU who would build yourfclves eternal fame, 
Live to the world, and be for ever known, 
Chufe out fome eminently virtuous name. 

And try to blend it with your own : 
But praife no wretch, by fraud or rapine great, 

Becaufe he can reward thy toils with pelf : 
If fo, you juftly Ihare the villain's fate. 

And draw a nation's curfes on yourfelf. 
A nobler theme prefents itfelf to all, 

(Ye leam'd, your Atterbury *s dead) 
'Tis Virtue's funeral. 

II. 

If, when he died, the angels did rejoice, 

Join'd by his harp to fing th' Almighty's praife. 
Have we not caufe to weep for fuch a lofs. 

What greater fubjeft can demand our lays ? 
Ye noble fouls who did his friendfhip Ihare, 

*Tis you alone my forrows would addrefs, 
I know how virtuous, and how few, you are, 

And wifh no other hearers, were you lefs ; 
But would go thither, wherefoe'er you went. 
An honourable death to Ihare, 
Or noble banilhment. 

ni. 
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III. 

No laurels, no rewards, attend this verfe. 

It is too honefl: for the world's applaufe ; 
Be it my wealth to weep upon thy hearfc. 

My glory, ever to defend thy caufe. 
I boaft fome merit ; 'tis to love thy name. 

This is a privilege no laws deny ; 
*Tis Laurels, Glory, Wealth, Applaufe, and Fame, 

And I would do it, were I fure to die. 
For in thee living we alone might find 

More Friendfliip, Honour, Senfe, and Truth, 
Than now is left behind. 

With early fpeed he followed Virtue's chacc. 

Still as (he fled him, did he not purfue ? 
With added vigour and redoubled pace. 

What cannot exemplary Virtue do ? 
Whatever he did, 'twas there he did excel, 

The Hufband, Father, Mafter, or the Friend, 
Were all performed fo tenderly and well, 

*Twas hard to fay where mod we might commend: 
Time, to thy wing, and bring me if you can, 
'Mongft all thy dead and living (lore. 
To fuch another man. 



F f 3 V, 



V. 

As the high-crefied oak^ which long had flood 
The tempeft'fi fliock, and the fierce Kghtning^s 
blaze; 
Whole ages flourifliing o'er all the wood. 

The lenient hand of time at length decays ; 
So with vmihaken zeal did he oppofe 

The faftious infolence, the impious hate. 
The malice, rage, and turbulence of thoTe, 

Who fought fubveriion to the Church and State. 
Heaven faw, was pleased, then call'd him to receive 
What none but the approved can know. 
And none but God can give. 
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WHATEVER may be thought of Biihop 
Attierbury as a Politician ; there cannot be a fe- 
cond opinion in icipedt to his unrivalled taknts. 
His fanie, as a divine^ an orator, and a polke 
fcholar, preceded all his travels abroad^ where- 
ever he went in his exile. The Doctors of the 
Sorbonnc well weighed the great atchievcment 
and mighty acquificion which would attend their 
bringing over this great man to their communion. . 
In order to this^, they fent a feleft deputation to 
the Biihop, to invite his Lordfliip to a conference 
on the fubjedk of the differences between the Prp- 
teilant and Catholtck churches, hoping to convince 
him of the finfulnefs of diffenfion from their 
apoftolic faith. The Biibop received them wi^h- 
all the politenefs of an accompUihed gentle- 
man, and the dignity of a prelate. He af- 
fented tj their motion ; and time and place were 
foon appointed for holding this conference, in- 
tended to profelyte fo great a man. The Dolors 
and his Lordfliip aflembled ; the points to be de- 
bated, and the authority for their determination, 
began to be agitated. The Bifliop, with that 
ftrength of argument and beauty of eloquence he 
always pofleffed, urged, that the Bible muft be 
their fole and ultimate guide ; to which the de- 
' putation afTented. His Lordfliip then demanded 
what edition of the Bible they would abide by, 
for that a vaft number of Bibles had been autho- 
rifed by divers Popes and Councils, in oppofition 
to one another. This fo confounded thefe reve- 
rend Doctors, that they could not unammoufly 
fix on one infallible edition of the Bible. Upon 

F f 4 this, 
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this, Dr. Attcrbury told them, there was an end 
of the pretended infallibility of their church ; and 
the mortified Catholics retired, leaving the good 
Biihop to live and die in their country within the 
pale of his own Proteftant church, as he did, like 
a true fon of it; and as in his younger days he 
had from the pulpit at St. Bride^s church folemnly 
engaged to do : *^ Seven years," faid he*, "I 
** have from this place admonilhed, exhorted, 
*^ befought you : what fuccefs thefe labours of 
*^ mine have had, He knows beft for whofe glory 
*' they were defigned. The infidelity of the age has 
^^ forced me to dwell often on the great articles 
** and myfteries of our Faith, and to explain them 
^* largely : but I call God to witnefs, that I never 
" propofed any explication of thefe points, never 
*^ recommended any thing of this kind to your 
^* belief, but what 1 firmly, and from the bottom 
<* of my heart, believed tnyfelf. The Faith 1 havti 
" delivered to you, the Faith of the Church of 
^* England, into which we were all baptized, ia, 
I am entirely fatisfied, the fame that was once 
delivered to the faints. 1 hope none of you will 
be ever invited, by the fpecious arts and infi- 
" nuations of Herefy, to depart from it. I an\ 
*^ fure, the profeflion of it, in all its branches and 
*' members, is what, by the grace of God, I in- 
*• tend to live and die in. The Church you are of 
•* is, without doubt, the pureft and foundeft, the 
** moft reafonable and moderate Church upon 
^' earth." 



* In m admirable Farc^vctl Sermon, Dec. n, 1698. The dars 
of this rcrtnon may in fomc meafure fix the time of his takinc^ 
<jrdcrs, which his Biographers feem not to have knownl Ir ap- 
pears by his letter to his father thar he wa> not ia Orders m 
0£lobcr 1690; and it appears by this fcrmoii that he was Lecturer 
of St. Pride's in 1691. He preiiched before the Queen at W^e- 
hall. May 19, 1692. 

As 
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As to the literary merit of our Author, it may 
be no unpleafing conclufion to this volume to 
amiex the following tellimonials. 

*« To the Author of the Daily Poll. July 17, 1737. 

^*SUCH a3 were acquainted with the late 
Bilhop Atterbury cannot be difpleafed with the 
fallowing character of him, from the pen of a 
candid, learned Frenchman. *That juftice is due to 
the memory of the dead, whether they were ou^r 
friends, or our enemies, when living,* is a maxim 
among all civilized nations, and always generoufly 
followed by every man of honour and virtue. 
Blihop Atterbury is now in no condition to hurt us 
by his politics. Whatever his principles were as 
to Government, he has long fince given an account 
of them to the Supreme and Infallible Judge of all. 
mankind. We have therefore nothing to do with 
any more of him at prefcnt, than to revere thofe 
Ihining talents, and that fuperlative learning, which 
rendered him one of the brighteft ornaments of 
Britain, and the admiration of all her neighbours.^ 
When h« was in France, what refpeft, what caref- 
fes, did he not receive from her dignified clergy ? 
What pains — what induftry — what arguments — • 
did they not employ to bring him over to their 
communion ? This was a point which they piir- 
fued feveral years together, even to his laft mo- 
ments, with an affiduity altogether as indefatiga- 
ble as it was fruitlefs; and I arti perfuaded, they 
would have been as proud of gaining fuch a man, 
as Columbus was of finding out a new world. But 
though the French clergy are indifputably the 
moll learned body in the whole Roihan church, 

and. 
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and, impartially fpcaking, not inferior in that 
rcfpeft to the clergy of any national church in 
Chriftendom ; yet all their reafons could make no 
imprefEon on the invincible Atterbury. To their 
great regret, he died a found and unfhaken fon of 
that church of which he had been id many years 
a moft worthy Bifhop. But he never will die in 
the efteem of the French, feveral of whom I have 
often heard fay, they were forry his inflexibility 
had put it out of their power to pray for him, 

** What I have related I was in fome meafure 
a witnefs of; though I never had any corre- 
fpondence with the Biihop ; and from his re- 
pugnance to Popery, even at a time and in cir- 
cumftances when moft men are liable to be over- 
come by importunity, it is evident to demonftra^ 
tion, that he never had the leaft defign or incli- 
nation in his conduft to contribute to the impofing 
it upon his country, whatever his enemies have 
been pleafed to charge him with. My requeft 
therefore to you is, to be pleafed to give this let- 
ter, and the following account of him, a place in 
your paper ; and by fo doing you will perhaps 
oblige multitudes, befides, Sir, your moft humble 
fervant. 

** Thcfc miftakes, as yqu fee,'' fays the learned 
author of ' Obfervations fur les Ecrits modernes/ 
to his friend, "are not to be charged entirely to 

the account of Abbe G ; but there arc 

others perfonal and particular to him. As for ex- 
ample, he attributes to Francis Atterbury, Biftiop 
of Rochefter, who died in Paris, March 4 (N. S.) 
17^2, regretted by all the learned, and all the firft- 
rate wits of that city, the famous Hardouin the 
Jcfuit's epitaph, inferted in the ftiftfHa;yjje oftiffi 
' Isiouvellifte de PamalTa/ That attributiop, ji%! 

V€rthc4l 




yerthefcfs, is f^lfe ; and I can affiire you that tbc 
Biflx>p did not compofe that ingenious little piece. 
Permit me to give you gi^ater eclairciflements." 
Thofe that were particularly acquainted with bitn 
know that he never meddled with our difpmes, 
and that he fpoke Latin with an elegance and pu- 
rity which I dare fay few men ever came up to. 
No man ever fo perfectly poffeflfed the beile& 
lettres, or better knew the finefife and delicacies of 
the authors of the Auguftan age, whom he- con- 
titially read. He was, without con tradition, one 
of the greateft wits in England. He had read our 
beft writersj and efpecially the works of the great 
Boffuet, and alfoof Boileau and Roufieau. Thoiigh 
he did not fpeak our language, he knew its ge- 
nius and its beauties. No fault in it efcaped him, 
and I have been often aftonilhed at his fagacity in 
that point. When Monfieur de la Motte declared 
openly againft the rhime of our verfification, the 
Bifliop converfed with pleafure on that fubjed ; 
but though he was no more in love with rhime 
than that academift, he faid that M. de la Motte 
had not capacity enough to find in our language 
a harmony equivalent to it. Though he had prin- 
cipally applied himfelf to ftudy the belles lettres, 
he had not negkded the eccleiiaftical eruditioo. 
At Paris he began a work to prove the Divinity 
^nd Authenticity of the Holy Books, and went a 
great way in it. In 173 1 he privately printed in 
that city a j)amphlet, in quarto, in which he juf- 
tifies himfelf from what Mr. Oldmixon reproached 
him with, in the preface of his hiftory of Eng- 
land, of having corrupted Lord Clarendon's uia- 
nufcripts. The author of ' the Bibliotheque rai- 
* fonnee,' in pubUihing an extra(9: of that hiftory, 
gave the Bilbop of Rochcfter a fprt of defiance to 

anfwcr 
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anfwer it, and threatened him to take his filedce 
as owning the falfification. I gave the Engliih Pre- 
late notice of what pafled^ and he thereupon re- 
folved to publifti that anfwer, which carries in it 
equal force and politenefs. He had but an hun- 
dred copies of it printed off, the greateft part of 
which number was fent to London, where the 
piece was foon reprinted, 

Mr. Atterbury was an amiable, learned man, 
polite, and of a moft agreeable converfation. He 
had nothing in him of that favage rudenefs which 
generally charadterifes the learned. While he was 
in France, he wrote letters both in Latin and Engliih 
to feveral perfons whom he honoured with his 
friendlhip. It is to be wiflied they would prmt 
them. I Ihall with pleafure furnifli thofe he wrote 
to me, and Abbe D. F. can alfo produce a great 
number of his letters. Forgive me, I befeech 
you, this long digreffion, in favor of the greateft 
man I ever knew. 



*' BISHOP Atterbury was a fine fpeaker, 
and as corred: and elegant a writer as this age 
has produced : he had a fprightly invention, a 
clear and diftinguifhing judgement, a peculiar 
delicacy of thought, and fuch a mafterly turn of 
expreflion, as was able to fuftain the greateft, and 
elevate the weakeft fubjects. In all- kinds of writ- 
ing he is a perfeft pattern for ft5'le ; his; manner 
being every where beautiful, and fuited to the 
nature of his compofitions. 

*' In his fermons he is clear and elegant, mov- 
ing and fublimc. Never, perhaps, was there a 
morj^ accompliflicd preacher than this eminent di- 
vine; he had a fweet voice, a charming addrefs, 
and fuch a graceful appearance, as engaged the 

attcn- 
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attcnticHi of hU audience at his firfl fpeaking. 
No one could better inform the underftanding, ho 
one more forcibly affect the pafHons, than this 
.noble orator. By the exaftnefs of his method, 
and the propriety of his fetitiments, by the 
weight of hts arguments, and the force of 
his refleftions, he not only inftrufted, but fully 
convinced his hearers of the truth and importance 
of what he preached. Nor was he lefs fuccefs- 
ful in his application to the paffions ; in this re- 
rpe£t, he was a great mafter, and could make what 
impreffions he pleafed : thofe pathetical ftrains of 
oratory that ran through all his difcourfes never 
failed to influence the wills of his auditors, and 
captivate the afieftions at pleafure. 

** And in bis controverfial writings he is inimita- 
ble ; for have we any thing of the like nature 
written with equal ftrength and beauty in the En- 
glifh tongue ? So much fire and fpirit, amidft 
luch an accuracy and propriety of thoughts and 
diiftion, israrelytobe met with in the compofitions 
of the moll eminent moderns. 

*' The arguments of this, author are managed 
with the utmofl dexterity, and adorned with all the 
delicate wit and keen fatire that debates are ca>- 
pable of. The ftrength of his genius, the warmth - 
of his invention, and the beauty of his language, 
give him fuch a fuperiority over thofe he was en- 
gaged with, that when truth was thought to be 
on the fide of his antagonifts, he had always the 
appearance of it. 

" Even his Familiar Inters are admirable^ 
and written with all the elegance of the epif- 
tolary flyle. Wc have here fuch a mixture of 
genteel wit, and good fenfe^ adorned with fuch 
a carelefs accuracy, fuch a beautiful negli- 
gence of phrafe, as is no where to be met 

wit^ 



444 CHARACTBRS OP 

wkh but in the celebrated epiftles of t^ 

Nor was his eloquence confined to his native 

lODgue, he having a thorough knowledge, of tha 

Eurtty and propriety^ the force and elegance, of the 
earned languages. His Latin compoiitioBs are 
written in fo pure and elegant a ftyle, as conges 
very little ihort of the dignity and ftandard c^the 
ancients. *^ There^ is nothing forcsed or un* 
natural (fays the author of his Life *), nothing la- 
boured or afic^dy in what he fays ; but every 
thing comes from him with that eafe and freedom^ 
and volubility of diction, that fall of period, and 
turaof expreffion^ as if he had been a native of 
ancient Rome, contemporary and rival to the fa- 
mous Tully. No man (to conclude with the words 
of the fame author) had a finer tafte, or was bet- 
ter acquainted with all kinds of polite learning, 
than Dr. Atterbury. No maa was a greater maf- 
ter of the Scriptures, the Fathers, and the writ- 
ings of all emiivent divines, both ancient and mo« 
dern, than he ; no man ur^erftood the points of 
difpute between us and the Church of Rome, as 
well as Diflenters of all other denominations, bet- 
ter than he : but that which gave him a particu- 
lar luftre above his brethreo, was the fublime 
maimer in which he always treated a fubjed:, the 
clearnefs and connexion of his reafoning» the 
ilrength and pwity of his ftyle, and that peculiar 
wn, whereby he iirft inftru&ed the und&rfianding, 
and then, by a pleafiog violence, feized upo^ the 
pafiions, and led them captive where he would, 
and }dk as hft pleafed/^ 

Bo&wEi-L, Method of Study> 1 7Jft, 
Book L p. 2Si« 

* Stadihoufe. 

*rSCARCB 
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*^ SCARCE had the Genius finilhed, when I 
beheld the gate, by vyihich the Prefident entered, 
unfold, and through it difcovered a long range 
of magnificent apartments nobly illuminated : upon 
this, my conduftor told me that he muft now 
leave me ; that I ihould foon fee the reafon, but 
he would return in an inftant ; that I might in the 
mean time be very eafy, becaufc I was inpercep- 
tible to every eye.' Having fpoke thus^ he va- 
niihed ; and I could perceive the Prefident and all 
the other members turn their eyes with a refped- 
.ful awe towards the illuminated apartments, 
through which I faw a venerable form advancing, 
attended by my kind guardian ; it was that of 
a man who had reached his ' great clima&erick ; 
l>is air was noble and compoied, yet there was a 
.vivacity in his looks, and the majeHy of his ap- 
pearance was tempered with an inexpreffible be- 
^ i^ignity. He was drefled plain, in a purple fuit, 
and he took his feat in a chair of the fame form 
• with the Prefident's, but removed from the tabic 
where the reft fat. He was fcarcely feated when 
I found my conduSior again by my fide, who pre- 
vented my impatience to know who this extraor- 
dinary perfcmage was, by faying, ^ That is Francis 
Atterbury, late Bifliop of Rochefier ! He appears 
here, continued he, in a lay habit ; add the parti- 
cular honours that are paid him, both by the afleni- 
bly and myfelf, arc due not only to his extraordi- 
nary parts, but to the generous cares he befbowod 
on embelliihing this fabrick. He has always de- 
clined to take his feat at the table, becaufe he was 
no profefled poet ; but the Httle he has done that 
way, Ihews how eafily he might l^ve ihined in that 
provixice ; in this dome, where politics and 

faftion 
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fadion are buried, he enjoys the eafe he always 

defired/* 

I quote this paragraph from the admirable 
'* Apotheofis of Milton," one of the earli- 
eft produftions of Dr. Johk'sok, in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, 1738, p. 522. 



*^ THE Dean we heard the other day together is 
an orator. He has fo much regard to his congre- 
gation^ that he commits to his memory what he 
is to fay to them ; and has fo foft and graceful a 
behaviour, that it muft attract your attention. 
His perfon, it is to be confefled, is no fmall re- 
commendation ; but he is to be highly commend- 
ed for not loling that advantage ; and, adding to 
propriety of fpeech which might pafs the criti- 
cifm of Longinus, an aftion which would have 
been approved by Demofthcnes. He has a pecu- 
liar force in his way, and has charmed many of 
hi« audience who could not be intelligent hearers 
of his difcourfe, were there not explanation as 
well as grace in his adtion. This art of his is ufed 
with the moft exafl: and honeft fkill : he never 
attempts your paffions until he has convinced 
your reafon. All the objedlions, which he can 
form, are laid open and difperfed, before he ufes 
the leaft vehemence in his fermon ; but when he 
thinks he has your head, he very foon wins your 
heart ; and never pretends to (hew the beauty of 
holinefs, until he hath convinced you of the truth 
of it. Would every one of our clergymen be 
thus careful to recommend truth and virtue in 
their proper figures, and fhew fo much concern 
for them as to give thern all the additional force 
they were able, it is not poffible that nonfenfe 

ihould 
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lliould have fo many hearers as you find it has in 
diffenting congregations, for no reafon in the world 
but becaufe it is fpoken extempore : for ordinary 
minds are wholly governed by their eyes and ears, 
and there is no way to come at their hearts, but by 
power over their imaginations.'' Tatler, N^ 66» 

** When my Favonius is acknowledged to be 
Dottor Smalridge, and the amiable charadter of 
the Dean to be drawn for Dr. Atterbury, 1 hope I 
peed fay no more as to my impartiality." Ibid* 
Preface to vol. IV. 



*^ Among the many great Preachers of our age, 
no one, that ever I knew, had happier talents than 
Dr. Atterbury. His perfon was very well made; 
he had a gracefulnefs in his behaviour, and a kind 
of majeftick gravity in his looks, that befpoke 
him reverence wherefoever he came. His voice 
was not ftrong ; but there was fomething fo fweet in 
his pronunciation, and fo infinuating in his addrefs, 
as gained* him the poflcflion of an audience when- 
ever he began to fpeak : befides this, he had a 
quick penetration, an exquifite underftanding, an 
eafy comprehenlion, a fprightly fancy and imagi- 
nation, and folid judgement and good fenfe; all 
united and combined together. In his Sermons, 
he is every way inexceptionable and praife^-worthy. 
There is that exadtnefs of method, and juftnefs of 
thought, thofe weighty arguments, judicious re- 
flecftions, eafy addrefs, and unaffefted eloquence 
running through the whole, as denote him the 
celebrated Prej^cher that he was, and not unde- 
ferving this commendation of.his. frind Smal- 
ridge: ** With what applaufe has he often preached 
** before the people, :the magiltrates, the clergy, 
^^ the fenate, and the court ! how oft has the late 

Vol. II. G g " Queen 
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*^ Queen Mary (now gathered to the Saints above) 
** been charmed with his eloquence ! and what 
** addrefs did he ufe in tempering the foul of her 
•* Sifter *, when Ihe was almoll opprefled and 
" overcome by her late afflidion -1"!" The truth is, 
his talent, in this regard, was fo very remarkable, 
that it may not be improperly Taid, that he owed 
his preferment to the pul\)it, nor any hard matter 
to trace him, through his writings, to his fevera| 
promotions in the Church. 

In 1692, when he was only Student of Chrift- 
Church, he preached before Qiieen Mary, on the 
29th of May, a Sermon about the Duty of Vntik 
aiid Thanklgivi-ng, which, in all probability, re- 
commended him to be Chaplain to their Majef* 
ties : and it was his famous Difcourfe on the power 
of Charity to cover Sin, that induced the Gover- 
nors of Bridewcll-hofpital to chufe him thpj? 
Treacher, and recommend him to St. Bride's J. 

While he continued in this ftation, the Convoca- 
tion-controverfy fprung up, and his Vindication of 
the Rights, Powers, and Privileges, of that Ve- 
nerable Bpdy (which he publiflied in 1700) gained 
hipi great applaufe among his brethren, and 
j>tpved a fuccefsful ftep to his future* preferment. 

Jn 1701, he preached before the Hon. Houfe 
of Cpmmpns, and gave fucU an accurate de- 
fcription pf our Conftitution, both Civil and Ec- 
clcfia(lical, ^nd fuch a fine cpmmcndation of King 
WilliaiTi, as was a great means tq continue him 
Chaplain after the Queen's deceafc, and whei^ 
<>ther* vvere removed from that hpnourab^e office. 

♦ Qutcn Anne. + The death of the Prince of Denmark. 

X Here IK n riiijtll niidake in point of time. It lia^ been alieady 
ilievvn, \\ 438, that he held St. Bride's in 1691 ; and Mr. Boyle di- 
rcfttd a letter to him at BridcwelUhoufe in 1G93 (fee p. 17). The 
Sermon al>uvemcntioncd was preached in BridcwcIUchapcl, Aug. i6| 

queei\ 



B Pi ATTERBURY. 449 

Queen Anae, upoa her acceffion to the throne, 
ttiade him her Chaplaiq ; and advanced him after- 
wards to the Deanry of Carlille, very probably, 
for the amiable character he had given her in 
his Sermon before the Houfe of Commons, on the 
8th of March 1 703-4. 

Sir Jonathan TrelavVniey, then Lord Bilhop of 
Exeter, made him Atchdeacon of Totnefs 1 700, 
ahd Cdhbh-Refidiehtiary of Exeter 1707, for the 
fcafoh he afligns in his elegant dedication to that 
Prelate *. 

Sir John Trevor, a great difcerner of men and 
their abilities, was fo ftruck with his fame, and 
qharmed with ^lis eloquence, that he made him 
Preacher of the Rolls- Chapel in I7C9* 

The Convocation of the Clergy chofe him una- 
himbufly their Prolocutor 1710, in thankful rc- 
hiembrance of the honour he had done them, 
tvhen he magnified their Office, and evinced the 
dignity of the Priefthood, in a florid difcourfe 
before the Sons of the Clergy, not many months 
before. 

It is certain j that hi$ elegant and pathetic Ser* 
inon upon the death of Prince George, dengned to 
move the paflions> and calculated for the confola- 
tion of the Queen, had this effe<St, that it gained 
him the Deanry of ChriftChurch 17.11, notwitb* 
rianc^ing the competition of Dr. Smalridge, no 
contertiptible candidate, and the warm applications 
that, by men of power and authority, were 
made in his behalf : and it is not unlikely that the 
remembrance of the fame Sermon pleaded in his 
' ifavouf, and mightily befriended the Earl of Ox* 
ford'^ recommendation of him, when the Queert 
was pleafed, in 17x3, to ppmote hip to the lii- 
ihoprick of Rochefler. 

♦ Printed in this volumei p. a 74. 

G g z •Y^N^. 
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Thus happily was Dr. Atterbury endowed with 
the gifts of nature, and the embelliihments of 
erudition. He had an affluence of fortune, and 
the favour of great men; the applaufe of his 
brethren, and the patronage of two Crowned 
Heads to glory in ; a tide of preferments fuc- 
ceffively coming in upon him, and a fphere of 
adtion, confidering his feveral dignities in the 
dhurch, commenfurate to hls/pirit, Stackhouse. 



Dr.Doddridge *, inhis unpublifhed I..eftures on 
Preaching, gives a Ihort view of the charaders and 
qualifications of the moft celebrated Divines of the 
laft and prefent age, both Conformifts and Noncon- 
formifts. Under the former head, he thus de* 
fcribes Atterbury as a Preacher. 

^* Atterbury. 

*^ The glory of Englifti orators ! His language 
*^ in its ftrifteft purity and beauty : nothing dark^ 
*' nothing redundant, nothing defedtive, nothing 
" mifplaced. Trivial thoughts avoided ; uncom- 
** mon ones introduced ; fet in a clear and ftrong 
'** light in a few words ; a few admirable (imiles ; 
** graceful allufions to fcripmre beyond any other 
** writer. On the whole, hos a model for courtly 
^* preachers.** 



•i^i 



Dr. Young fays, Bilhop Atterbury was an ad- 
mirable orator both in the pulpif and in the Houfe 
of Lords, &c. one of the beft'he ever heard. 

Mr. Jones, MS. 

♦ '^ If this tcftimpny/' fays the ingenious friend who fumiflifiJ 
ir, '*is of any fcrficc(thoi»gn indeed Attcrbury*s fame needs none) 
you may introduce it in your intended publication, it is chiefly 
remarkable, a« it is the teliimony of a Diffefiter, " •• " ' 

, ADDI- 
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ADDITIONTS and CORREC:fl6NS 

. , . ..,-. . . ■■ ,• -• ■•, ■■'-- '■' 

In VOLUME 11. ' ' ; 

P.' 34. THE reader who is defirous of !)^g'^ 
better acquainted with Beau Feilding^ may corifult^ 
either the " LiVes of the Gamefters," br'^Cafea 
*^ of Divorce, &c* 1723 ;" where the firft article* 
is intituled^ *< -Mfemwrs of the Life of Robert ' 
*^ Feilding, efq. containing an account of his- 
** amours; with a true copy of- his laft will iiid 
** teftamcnt.'* He is mentioned ' by Dean Swift 
among thofe who have made'*^ Mean Figurcs^*^ 
on fome remarkable occafions. His will was' 
dated April 29y 17 12, and proved on the i 2th of 
May following. He wai^ ftyled in it, ^^ Robert 
*^^ f eliding of Feilding hall, > in. the County of 
*^ Warwick, efq<*' and appears to have had fome' 
eftates at Lutterworth, * * 

P. 39. Swift miftoak the objed: of Atterbury^i 
wifhes. It was on Wincheftef, ' and riot clihtt 
London or Canterbury, that he'hadfet his mind • 
See the Preface to vol. L 

P. 47. Dr; Younger died Feb. 27^ 1727-8, and 
was buried under the South aifle of St. Paul's ca- 
thedral, without any monutnent. 

P. 129. 1.21. The extraordinary Jlep is thus 
related by Stackhoufe : ^* Orders were fent to the 
Tower, to feize all the feals that' were found'aboitt 
Jiim or his fervants, mnd to britig them inftantly 
away, to have their impreffions compared. Coltf- 
nel Williamfon, in this, did no more than he was 
commanded ; buty on the 5th of April, the Biiht>jp 
fent a petition to the Houfe 9f: Lords, complain- 
ing, that the faid WilliamfQn,^-affiftcd >y perfons 

-* under 
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tinder hh autkority, had, by violence, fearched 
himi carried away two feals, and feized a paper 
in his pocket, which was a letter to His idlieitof : 
fearched his two fervants likewife, and takisH aWajr 
^ feal ftDm One 6f them ; and theteupoh prayings 
that^ as a Lord of Parliament^ and member df 
that houfe, he might have relief and ptdteftion. 

P. 1^7, On the fuhjedkbf AtterbUry's confulting 
ttie books of the church of Weftminfter^ it may be 
proper to cite the tcfUmqny of Mr; Addifoni Spec- 
tator, N°447* 

** I have heard one df the greatett Geriiufcs this 
age has produced^ who had been trained up in all 
the polite ftudies of antiquity^ aifure me, upon his 
being obliged to fcjarch into feveral rolls and re- 
cords, that, notwithftanding fuch an employment 
was at firft very dry arid irkfome to him, he at laft 
took an incredible pleafure in it, iarid preferred it 
even to the reading of Virgil or Cicero/^ 

P«i62* The book to which the Bilhdp here 
refers was firft publifhed in quarto, under the title 
tf '* An Anfwer to forne Confiderations on the 
** Spirit of Martin Luther, and the Original of the 
" keformatioii ; lately printed at Oxford^ 1 687 **" 
It was this vindicatioii of the great Reformer that 
induced Biihop Burnet to rank the author among 
thofe eminent Divines who had diftinguilhed them- 
felves by their admirable defences of the Proteftant 
jR;eligion* An 8vo edition of it was printed in 
1723. The original preface is here fubjoined : 

*^ When I firft happened upon this Pamphlet, and^ 
by fome peculiar beauties in the llyle, eafily dif- 
covered its owner^ I was, I muft confefs, not a 
Uttle furprized 1 I could not have imagined that a 
man of fo big a reputation as the author of the 

* The (mfrimah^r is dated July 29, les?. 

' Guide 
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f Guide in Cotitroverfy*^' op?, wbofe thpughts |ia4 
for fome year^ conveirfcd with nothing Ipf$ tha^ 
Oecumenical Council^, Popes^i ap4 Patriarchs, 
ihould quit all thofe fine amiifemepts for the huni- 
ble tafk of life-writing, and ^rawing of charac- 
ters. It was mean prey, I thought, for a VlT^ fif 
his pounces ; and the defigi^ he did it w^th made 
it ten times more a riddle. The dodrines Qf the 
IReformatipp haye, for near twp centuri^s^j l^^pt 
the field againil all encounterers : an^ 4(^s h^ 
think they may be fpiled at laft by tWQ pr thrpc 
little remarks Upon the life and a^iqn^ of a fingle 
Reformer ? ^ut it looks like a jeft, when the irre- 
gularities committed by Luther in Germany, are 
turned upon us here in England 2 as if any thing 

ichat he faid or did could aftdt a Church eftabliihecl 

. • » » ■ 

pppn its own bottom, aqd as independent ot^ a^y 
foreign avjpliorities as the Crown her Defender 
wears. Luther's voipe is indeed to us what qur 
author term? it, f the yoice of the ftranger 5* apd 
though w^ are always feady to wipe off the un- 
jiift afpprfiotis call upon him by his enemieSj^ yet 
this is what we are obliged to, not as fons, b\^t as 
friends. Whenever injured Virtue is fet upo^, 
every honeft man is concerned in the quarreU But 
thefe laft attacks have been fo very feeble, that 
had we fqr qnce trufted the caufe to its qwn 
ftrength, it would havie fuffercd but little damage. 
And I for my part ihould have done fo, did I not 
know there were a fort of men in the world, who 
have the vanity to think every thing on theiir fide 
unanfwerable that does not receive a fet reply ; 
thqiigh at the fame time they are plea fed to anfwer 
nothing thcrtifelvcs. They fight indeed all qf them 
like Tartars ; make a bold and furiqus onfet, and 
if that does not do, they retreat in diforder, an4 
yqu never hear of them afterwards. And this, I 

* Obadiah Walker, Maftcr of Vniverfity College. 
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^^xpcft, will be the prefent qafe. The Editof of 
theie * Confiderations* will not much care for reply- 
ing, I believe ; becaufe that muft be de propria^ 
and cannot be drawn from the old (lore of provi- 
fions laid in by the fraternity. But whether the 
poifons were of an earlier mixture, and defigned, 
like Italian preparations, to work now at a diftance, 
or whether later tempered, is a thing we may 
fafely be ignorant of ; as long as we are fecure of 
the antidote, before they take their effeft. And 
this the Theatre-prefs thinks herfelf engaged to 
j)romife : confidering from whpfe munificence ihe 
bad her birth, and efpecially to whom Ihe ows'her 
luftre ; a late Prelate, of a remarkable zeal for the 
Eftablifhed Church; and who, were Religions to be 
tried by Lives, would have lived down the Pope, 
and the whole Confiftory. If the fervices Ihe does 
now are not, of the moft deferving charadler, it is 
what the meannefs of the oppofer and a worn-out 
caufe will bear • ihe has already produced the 
Urongeft arguments againft Popery — Fathers and 
Bibles. The prefent attempt is confined perfedtly 
within the bounds of an anfwer; and pretends to 
nothing more than a bare purfuit qf the author Hep 
by ftep ; and the laying open h s blunders, for 
the reader's eafe, juft in the fame order they lie. 
There was nothing frightful in this tafk, but the 
toil of being forced to think fo long upon fo very 
thoughilefs a writer: in all other refpedts it was 
as eafy as one would wifti. The Hiftory-part lay 
within a little room 5 and the reafonings upon it 
were fo thin that they needed oily fetting in the 
f light to be looked through. In both, my grcf^^ 
^►,'helps have been drawn from one fingle author^ the 
, Cpnfidcrer himfelf; who, in every book of his> h^s 
> made it.cippear, that he can write. pontradiSiot^s, 
] as vy^eil as believe them. This fmall jperfprfnapce 
3 . ;»j^ ' had 
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hid feen the light much fooner, but that it waited 
the edition of another piece which fliould regular* 
ly have prevented it. But the gentlemaft em- 
ployed on that occafion having not yet had all the 
kifure he expedted, it wa^^ thought fit rather to 
fend this abroad, out of it3 dvii piax^e, tharl flay till 
every hpdy had forgotten the bookrit aiif*ers2 a, 
jcnisfortune which 1 fear it has already in a great 
meafure undergone, i la the Defence of otJr %e(ov^ 
mation, to come, it will be found, that the Con- 
fiderer is no good Hiftorian ; the Replyer has proved 
him no good Cathode j the Animadverter no good 
Subjeft; and all together no good Difputant :. fa 
that I have now no new fide of him left to eQter- 
tain the reader with. What he is, after all this^ 
nobody knows ; it is much eafier to gueis whatj 
under another Revolution, he will be.'' 

P. 245. I. 9. r. " beftowed on him.** 
. P. 274. Sir Jonathan Trclavvney, bart. was 
educated at Weftminfter-fchool, entered into Chrift 
Church College, Oxon*, in Michaelmas term,i6689 
aged eighteen, and in the year following was made 
ftudentj M. A; April 29, 1675. Afterwards he 
took holy orders, and had one or two benefices 
fn Cornwall cdHrerred on him by his relations. 
In 1680, his eldeft^brother died ; and thereupon^, 
though the title of Baronet and the paternal 
eftate of his family were to. come to him after the 
^cath of hisf father, yet he ftuck to his holy or- 
ders, and, upon the tranflation of Dr. Lake to the 
fee of Chicheller, was nominated by King James 11. 
to iuccecd him in Briftol ; whci'eupon (after he had 
been diplomated D. D. Odt. 26, 1685,) being con- 
fecrated at Lambeth, Nov. 8, 1685, he was tntro« 
duced into the Houfe 6( Lords with Bifhop |Cen, the 
nth of the fame month ; on June 8, 1 688, he wais one 
of the fix Bifliops (befides the Archbilhop of Can* 
terbury, Dr. Sancroft) that were commitccd ta the 

Vol. IL H h t^^^x 
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Tower of London^ for fubfcribing a petition W lilf 
Majefty, wherein he and the reft of the faid ffi- 
Ihops " flieWed the great- averfenefs that they 
** found in themfeives to the diftributing and pub* 
** liftiing in all their churches bis Majefty's lat6 
*^ declaration for liberty of confcience, &c* where 
continuing till they were publicly tried in Weft- 
tninfter-hall for a libel, and acquitted, they were, 
to the great joy of the true fons of the Church 
of England, releafed on the 15th of the fame 
month. On the 13th of April, 1689, he was, by 
King William III. as a reward for his fervices, 
tranllated to the fee of Exeter, in the room of Dr4 
Lamplugh, tranflated to York ; thence, in 1707, 
by Queen Anne, tranflated to Winchefter, in the 
room of Biihcp Mew, deceafed ; and dying July 1 9,^ 
1721, was ^buried at Flint, or Plenint, in Corn* 
wall, with his anceftors. 

■ P. 288. 1. 14. The Bifhop's Brother was Ma« 
jor General Gharlcs Trelawney, who died Sept. 
173?, aged 78. See a particular account of him 
in the Baronetage, vol. 1. p. 309^ The honours of 
the family are at prefent enjoyed by the Rev. Sit 
Harry Trelawney, bart. 

P. 289. The impropriety noticed in the note^ 
1. 2i, 22, has been removed fince that note was 
printed. 

* P.:304, iiote, 1.4, add. The volume in which 
the note was written was piirehaled by T. Payne, 
amongft other tooks; out of the library of Biihop 
Warburton, and had probably been given to Pope 
by Atterbury*. 

: END OE VOL. U. 
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